
 

Glastonbury 

Glastonbury Tor is formed by rocks dating from the early Jurassic period and is steeped in 

history several buildings were constructed on the summit during the Saxon and early 

medieval periods.  Post holes have been discovered from a timber church dedicated to St 

Michael constructed in the 12th century and destroyed by an earthquake in 1275 was 

replaced by a stone church in the 14th century the only remains of which is the tower which 

now stands on the summit.  The Tor has long been associated with the name Avalon of King 

Arthur legend and is renowned for its mythological, spiritual associations 

 

Glastonbury Abbey is one of England’s earliest abbeys dating back to Saxon times.  Originally 

founded in the 7th century and enlarged in the 10th century was destroyed by a major fire 

in 1184 and subsequently rebuilt in the 14th century and became one of the richest and 

most powerful monasteries in England.  It is said that the bones of the legendary King Arthur 

and his queen Guinevere were discovered by monks in 1191 and you can visit the burial 

place at the Abbey.   There is also a museum and a free guided tour with guides dressed in 

the costume of the time to explain the medieval lifestyle.   

 

Glastonbury Lake Village was an iron age village situated on a man made island a few miles 

north of Glastonbury.  It has been described as “the best preserved prehistoric village ever 

found in the United Kingdom”.   Constructed in 250 BC by laying down timber and clay, 

wooden houses and barns were then built on the clay base and occupied by up to 200 

people at any time until the village was abandoned in 50 BC.  The site was discovered in 

1892 and excavated over the following 15 years.  Many artefacts were found and you will be 

able to view these on display in the Glastonbury Lake Village Museum 

 

Wells Cathedral is located in the medieval city of Wells and was built between 1175 and 

1490.  It is a stunning building with beautiful inverted arches supporting the central tower 

and one of the largest collections of historic stained glass in the country.  The cathedral 

offers free guided tours which last approximately 1 hr. 


