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Saxilby History Trail is designed to take you around
the village to see sites and places that are considered to
be of interest to yourself and fellow visitors. Plaques
have been placed on several sites included in this walk.
These show old photographs of the buildings dating
from the early 20th century. Sites with plaques are
marked . Along the way, there will be various
places for you to stop off and eat, or just to sit down
and enjoy the surroundings.

� The walk begins at the Railway Station, on
Station Approach off the High Street. Car

parking is available here or in the nearby
Village Hall car park. The population of the
village expanded rapidly from the late 1840's when
the railway arrived. Part of the Manchester,
Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway, the station was
built in 1848 and is a grade II listed building.

� Walking towards the High Street, the former
Mission Church of St Andrew stands on the right at
the junction of Station Approach and the High
Street. Designed by Henry Goddard, it was built in
1879, and constructed from locally made Saxilby
brick.



� Opposite St Andrew’s Church stands the
former Station Hotel. Previously known as the

‘Mason’s Arms’, a former landlord looked to
increase his trade by changing the name following
the arrival of the railway!

At the rear of the Old Mason’s Arms stands an old
barn, which was Saxilby’s original Wesleyan
Methodist Church. Built in 1808, it gives its name
to the small lane at the side of the old pub, Chapel
Yard, with three surviving cottages dating from the
mid 18th century.

� From Station Approach, turn left into the High
Street. The name of the small lane on your right,
‘Skirbeck’, is a reminder of our Viking forefathers,
the name meaning ‘bright brook’ in Scandinavian.

The Village Hall stands at the junction of the
High Street and Sykes Lane. More correctly
known as ‘The Watmough Memorial
Village Hall’, the building was originally the
United Methodist Free Church, built in 1881 to
replace a former Chapel on the same site.
Following the closure of the church in 1937, the
building was a gift to the village by George
Watmough.



During the middle ages, Sykes Lane led to
extensive marsh lands, known locally by the
Danish name as Sykes.

Opposite the Village Hall is ‘The Anglers’;
previously known as the Railway Hotel, another
enterprising landlord adopted a name change
following an influx of anglers from Yorkshire
during the late nineteenth century. As many as
1,000 would arrive for matches on most weekends.

� Continue along the High Street. Standing
next to the Village Hall is the old Infant School,
now a private house. The school opened in 1872.
Further along the street, at the junction of High
Street and Highfield Road, look up at the end wall
of 81 High Street on the right. The holes in the
eaves are a dovecote, an example of the provision
made for fast food before the advent of electricity
and the freezer. Pigeons were kept in the roof space
to provide a ready meal!



� Continue along the High Street to Torksey
Avenue. The car sales site opposite the former
Godfrey Memorial Church marks the site of the
former Wesleyan Methodist Centenary Chapel
which opened on 29 October 1839. It closed in 1940
when the present chapel opened and was
demolished in the early 1970’s.

At the corner of Torksey Avenue stands the Old
Hall, the oldest surviving house in Saxilby. Whilst
No.76 High Street may look like any other old
cottage, an 18th century brick skin hides a genuine
timber-framed open medieval hall. Built between
1480 and 1490, two and a half bays survive of an
original four bayed building.

Opposite the Old Hall is Oaklands, a block of
sheltered apartments. These stand on the site of an
old farmhouse.

The Co-operative Store and Chemist stand on
the site of the former home and workshop of the
Hardy Family. Joiners, wheelwrights and
undertakers, the business was in the family for four
generations.

� Continue up the hill towards the church. Note
the name change from High Street to Church Road
at the junction of South Parade.



� At the junction of Church Lane, a tree standing in
the centre of the road marks the site of a former
small house! Ask any  locals to meet you at ‘The
Tree’, and they will know exactly where to be!

On the left of this junction is the former Manor
Farmhouse, dating from the 16th century and
formerly the home of the Manor Farm Bailiff.

No 37 Church Road opposite was built in the late
19th century by the market gardening firm of
Lawson’s, and was occupied by their head gardener.

� Turn left down Church Lane and you will see
the Church of St Botolph on your right. The
church is open all day, and a visit is highly
recommended. A Norman doorway on the north
side of the building proves that a stone building has
stood on this site for over 900 years. The tower,
rebuilt in 1908, contains six bells, one of which
dates from around 1550. Inside, a 14th century
tomb-chest carries the effigies of a knight and his
lady, which may be that of Sir Giles and Lady
Alianore Daubney, Lords of the Manor of Ingleby.
The font (of a similar period) bears the associated
coats of arms of their family. Near the font is
displayed a copy of sheets of music over 500 years
old; the originals are now in the County Archives.



On the south wall under the tower is a list of priests
who have served the local church since 1209, and
of the priests of the chapel at Ingleby since the
Norman Conquest.

To the side of the church is the original Church
of England School. Now a private house and
nursery school, it opened in 1845, and was built at a
cost of £414 2s 1d.

� Retrace your steps to the centre of the village,
passing St Andrew’s Mission Church at the corner
of Station Approach on your right. The Post
Office opened in 1860 until 1905, when the then
postmaster had a new home and office built
opposite.

Walnut House remained the post office and first
telephone exchange until 1959, when the business
returned to its original site until 2017. The small
building just past the village sign was once one of
several blacksmith’s forges.

� Continue along the High Street. William Street on
your left leads to St Andrew’s Community Centre
and Recreation Field. The field, bought by public
subscription in 1921, is more correctly known as
the War Memorial Playing Field.



Here is the Pavilion Cafe and Bar, and Saxilby
Public Library.

The General Store on the corner of William
Street and High Street was built in 1905, and was
occupied by one of the village’s several bakers
and confectioners and a Chemist.

 Opposite was Codling’s Tailor Shop. Mr Codling
could be seen sewing away sitting cross-legged in
his window.

Scrummies Cafe was originally a butcher’s shop,
built in 1907.

The fire station marks the site of the Primitive
Methodist Chapel. It was built in 1875, and closed
in 1944. It was used as the fire station for some
time until demolished, and the present building
erected on the site.

The village Police Lockup (a large wooden
shed), was sited at the rear of No 11 High Street
opposite.

Trinity House, a Georgian farmhouse, stands
opposite the fire station. William Dennis built his
chemist shop here in 1911. It remained a chemist
until the 1980’s.

No. 2 High Street, on the corner of West Bank
and the High Street has seen a varied history since
it was built in 1849: a beer house, hardware store
and now a private house. The photograph on the
plaque was taken in the 1920’s, when it was the
Globe Inn.

� From the High Street, turn right onto West
Bank. Pass over the level crossing and turn left
over the canal footbridge. Make your way onto the
canal-side footpath.



A large ivy-covered wall on your left is all that
remains of a huge malt kiln, destroyed by fire in
1933. The building just past the garden gates was a
brew house.

� Retrace your footsteps, and return over the level
crossing. From West Bank, turn right onto
Bridge Street. Bridge Street, with its shops and
pub, runs alongside the Foss Canal. The oldest
canal in England, it was reputedly built by the
Romans around 100 AD (‘Foss’ is Latin for
‘Dyke’).

Tangletree Cottage is a former Saddler and
General Store.

 Next to the old Ship Inn, the plaque shows a
view of Bridge Street taken in 1905. The Ship
(closed in 2008) and the Sun have stood here since
before our records begin in the mid 18th century. It
was here in 1806 that the body of a young girl was
laid out in the Sun following her murder on their
wedding day by her husband, Tom Temporal, alias
Otter. Following his execution, his body was hung
in chains close to the murder spot on Doddington
Road, still known locally as Tom Otters Lane.

Until 1937, a swing bridge in the location of the
existing footbridge over the canal carried the A57
from Worksop to Lincoln. The footbridge gives
access to the moorings, with a pleasant picnic area
and information boards.

Further along Bridge Street is a butcher’s shop.
In the late 19th century this was a saddlers, which

later became a well known DIY. The building next
to the shop was previously a pub, the Robin Hood
Inn, which closed in 1876.

Across Mill Lane is access to the cycle track from
the village to Lincoln, via Burton Waters, with its
pubs, restaurants and marina.



This brings you to the end of your Saxilby History
Trail. Thank you for your visit.
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