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SUMMER’s Coming!!And it’s already time to watch out for heat related problems with your animals. Here are 
some tips to make this easier on the whole family. 

#1 Necessity: 
 

Always have  
fresh water available  

for all your pets,  
inside and out! 

What to watch for: 
 

 Heavy panting 
 Glazed eyes 
 Fever 
 Vomiting 
 Rapid Heartbeat 

What to do: 
 Take your pet to the veterinarian immediately. 
 Move your pet to a shaded or air conditioned area 
 Apply ice packs or cold towels to the head, neck and chest, or 

run cool (Not cold) water over those areas. 
 Give small amounts of water, or let him lick ice cubes. 
 Use a fan to cool them down 
 Wet the foot pads and groin area with rubbing alcohol. 

 

To help prevent heat related issues,  
you may want to consider a trim or grooming.  
And when possible, take several shorter walks  

instead of one or two long walks. 

 Difficulty Breathing 
 Excessive Thirst 
 Excessive Drooling 
 Seizures 
 Unconsciousness 

is a condition in which a dog or (more 
often) a cat has repeated episodes of coughing, wheezing and difficulty breathing. 
The condition is more prevalent in pets with flat faces. During an asthma attack, 
there is constriction of the airways leading to the lungs. A buildup of mucous in the 
airways causes inflammation, which causes the muscles to spasm, which causes the 
constriction that makes breathing very difficult. 

Common triggers for pet asthma are inhaled substances such as grasses, pollens, 
aerosol sprays, mold, air pollution and smoke. 

Symptoms include wheezing, labored breathing, and a dry, hacking cough. Cats can 
have very serious asthma with either very subtle symptoms that are difficult to 
read, or no visible symptoms as all until the situation is critical. 

Treatment of pet Asthma focuses on resolving the immediate 
breathing crisis, if necessary, and working longer term to 
eliminate all potential asthma triggers in the animal’s 
environment. Various medications are available to aid in the 
treatment and management of asthma. 

Watch out for: 

& ask us -  

we’re here to help! 

 Pale mucous membranes 

 bluish gums 

 labored breathing 

 lethargy 

 open-mouth breathing 

 lack of appetatite 

 exercise intolerance 

 weight loss 
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 According to the Pennsylvania Task Force on Lyme Disease, PA is number one in the nation for most reported 
cases. (New10 on the PA Task Force on Lyme Disease) 

 Sadly, we also live in the area of PA with the highest incidence of Lyme disease - the greater Philadelphia area. 
(PSU.edu article “Lyme-disease”) 

 Even though most dogs will not show clinical signs of Lyme disease, it is important to treat the condition. A few 
dogs can develop lesions on their kidneys, and not respond to antibiotic treatment protocols. (PSU.edu article “Lyme-

disease”) 

 Limping is probably the number one clinical sign that leads owners to bring dogs to the veterinarian, resulting in 
a positive Lyme disease test. (New10 on the PA Task Force on Lyme Disease) 

 Ticks are around more than you think - all year long! Monthly flea and tick prevention is the #1 thing an owner 
can do to help prevent Lyme disease.  

 Also be sure to check your pet for ticks after they’ve been outside. 

 Reduce the number of ticks around your home by clearing tall grasses and brush, mowing grass and raking leaves 
frequently, keep wood stacks dry and neat, remove any old furniture or trash from the yard, including around 
the edges. 

 May, June and July are the peak of Lyme disease risk in the area. (PSU.edu article “Lyme-disease”) 

 There is a new Lyme vaccine available. We are researching it to determine whether to recommend it for our patients. Please see our 
medical team if you have any questions. 

We all know someone who has suffered from Lyme disease. Unfortunately, it’s not the only disease 
ticks carry. When your pup gets a HELA test, you’ll know if he’s been exposed to Heartworm, 
Ehrlichia, Lyme or Anaplasma, all of which are present in Pennsylvania 

Lyme is the most prevalent tick-associated disease in the United States. Watch for limping, general 
discomfort, and/or intermittent lethargy.  

Ehrlichia gives an elevated temperature, and testing will show decreases in all types of blood cells.  Anaplasma may 
cause lameness, and is sometimes confused with Lyme disease. Dogs which contract Anaplasma or Ehrlichia can 
become host carriers if not treated sufficiently to eliminate the disease. Co-infections may occur, and can have a 
significant effect on your pet’s health. 

Heartworm (spread by mosquitos) can grow 12 inches in 6 months, living inside the heart of your pet. Untreated 
heartworm will cause heart failure and can be fatal. 

 Remove as quickly as possible 

 Use tweezers to grasp the 

head close to the skin 

 Pull gently 

 Use soap and 

water or 

antiseptic on 

the bite 
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Learn something New in   
 

National Service Dog Eye Exam Month 

Asthma & Allergy Awareness Month 

and hosts 

National Pet Week 

Be Kind to AnimalsWeek 

National Dog Bite Prevention Week 

National Heat Awareness Day 

National Specially-abled Pet  Day 

National Animal Disaster Preparedness Day 

 

Medical Services 
by Appointment Only 

Mon - Sat  

 Veterinarian Appts,  

Small Animal Rehab, 
Surgery, Dental 

Diagnostic Imaging, 
Stem Cell Therapy, 

PennHip Testing 

Daycare:  
No Appointment Needed 

Mon - Sat  

8:00 am - 6:00 pm 
 

Boarding  
By Appointment Only 

Drop-off/Pick up 

Mon - Sat  
9:00 - 12noon or 3:00-6:00pm 

Sun 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Training  
By Appointment Only 

Puppy Training  

Private Lessons 
Group Obedience Classes 

Agility Training 

2255 Mill Pond Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4443 Fax: 215.536.5549 
millpondvetclinic@yahoo.com 


