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Track the daily walks with your beloved four-legged friend! See the exact route, the 
distance and the duration of each walk. Take photos of your walks and share your 
great experiences with friends and family. A great way to create lasting memories!  
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It’s amazing how much difference a clean, well-cared-for mouth can make to overall 
health, not only for you, but also for your pet. To ensure the best health, best outlook 
and best integration with your family, be sure not to neglect your dog or cat’s teeth! 

Here are some reasons why your pet’s dental health is important to both of you: 

1. Caring for your pet’s teeth can prevent other health problems, saving you tons of money over the long term! 

2. Your dog and cat are very good at hiding pain – you might never know that your pet has a serious dental prob-
lem until it’s very advanced. This is yet another reason it’s important to take your pet in for regular dental 
checkups. 

3. Teeth wear out! Your pets are tough on their teeth. Learn the symptoms to keep your pet from experiencing 
dental pain. 

 Retained baby teeth can cause problems in pets too! Did you know that 
full grown dogs have 42 teeth and full grown cats have 30 teeth? Before 
their adult teeth grow in, though, their baby teeth have to fall out. Some-
times, not all of the baby teeth want to come out. This can lead to prob-
lems like gum irritation, tartar buildup and affect their adult teeth. 

5. Did you know that 4 out of 5 dogs over the age of 3 years have some sort 
of periodontal disease? It can be caused by the buildup of plaque, so it’s 
important to go in for regular dental checkups and cleanings.  

6. Periodontal disease left untreated can cause infections in kidney, liver and 
heart, leading to chronic conditions & failures. 

7. You need regular dental care and you brush your teeth everyday – you can 
brush your pet’s teeth, too!  We can help you learn how. 

8. Pets with healthy teeth have better smelling breath! 

Whether you love winter weather or hate it, the affects on your skin are clear - and usually quite dry 

Our pets feet (and often skin) are even more affected by the weather. The salt used on icy, slushy roads and 
walkways make paws sore, and when your pups lick the ice-melt off, that’s not good for them either. Here are 
some tips to help keep your pet’s paws and skin healthy all winter long: 

 Rinse or wipe paws off when your pets come back in 

 To keep your dog from ingesting large amounts of ice melt products keep him from eating snow or drinking 
from puddles. Even if you cannot see the ice melt, it may still be there. 

 Consider using non-toxic ice-melting products, such as Urea (available at Richland Feed), Safe Paws or 
Morton Safe-T-Pet. 

 Train your dog to use dog socks or boots when out walking. 

 Use Pad-Tough or petroleum jelly on paw pads before going outside. 

 Keep your home humidified and towel dry your pet as soon as he comes in (especially the feet/toes) 

 Trim long-haired dogs to minimize clinging balls of ice, salt crystals and de-icing chemicals 

 Brush your pet regularly in winter to stimulate circulation 

 Remember that bathing too often can cause dry and flaky (itchy!) skin 

 Use a pet sweater or coat, especially for smaller or short-haired pets. 
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Frank McAndrew, PhD, begins his article on grief with remembrances of “one of the 
more excruciatingly sorrowful experiences of our long married life” - the need to 
euthanize their beloved dog. He notes that “When people who have never had a dog 
see their dog-owning friends mourn the loss of a pet, they probably think it is a bit of 
an overreaction. After all, it is “just a dog/cat.” But those of us who have loved a dog 
know the truth: Your own pet is never “just a dog/cat.” McAndrew states that 
research has confirmed that for most people, the loss of a pet is in almost every way 
comparable to the loss of a human loved one - without the corresponding cultural 
grief rituals to help us get through the loss, which can make us feel more than a little 
bit embarrassed. Truly, as McAndrew notes, our relationships with dogs can be even 

more satisfying than our human relationships, if for no other reason than dogs provide us with such 
unconditional, uncritical positive feedback.  

Psychologist Julie Axelrod is quoted “the loss of a dog is so painful because we are not losing just one thing; we 
experience multiple losses at the same time. We may be losing our primary companion, a source of unconditional 
love, a ‘life witness’ who provides security and comfort to us, and maybe even a protégé whom we mentor like a 
child. The loss of a dog seriously disrupts your daily routine, even more profoundly than the loss of most friends 
and relatives, and changes in lifestyle and routines are one of the primary building blocks of stress.” 

 DVM360’s article “The Many Faces of Grief” offers information on the stages of grief:  

 Guilt. "They could have done everything on the planet to help this pet, but they still feel guilty," she explains. 
Sometimes the guilt is justified, like when [an owner] inadvertently lets a [pet] outside and it is hit by a car. Don't 
tell them not to feel guilty, but you can console them by saying something like: "I am sorry. I know you didn't 
intend for the animal to get hurt." 
 Anger. The emotion could typically be a result of a traumatic or unexpected death. Strategy: De-escalate the 
situation, don't come back in attack mode because it is like "throwing gas on a fire." Instead, acknowledge they 
are upset, and listen, she says. 
 Depression. Anger turned inward. Offer other resources to help including grief counselors or pet loss 
hotlines. 
 Denial. Understand that when it comes to euthanasia, some people 
just can't make a decision when in denial about the severity of an illness. 
Time and understanding do help. 
 Bargaining. In many cases, the bargain may be with God. If you save 
her, I'll be a better person." 
 Acceptance. Expect that all of these emotions can at any time or 
place. 

 DVM360’s article “The Sixth-Stage of Grief” makes special note of a 
“stage” most don’t recognize: guilt and questioning.  The author states 
that after her dog’s long decline, which resulted in an emergency middle
-of-the-night euthanasia, “I didn’t expect the grief that followed. I loved 
my dog and missed him; that wasn’t the surprise. I was surprised at the 
guilt I couldn’t shake and the images of him looking at me before he 
went to ‘sleep.’ Euthanasia adds another layer to grief. There’s a 
responsibility we’re usually spared with the people we love.” 

Talk to people about your pet. Remember the good times. And be 
patient with yourself. You won’t forget, but time will help. 

Sources: www.psychologytoday.com/blog/out-the-ooze/201701/getting-over-rover-why-our-grief-over-dog-is-so-intense; http://

veterinarynews.dvm360.com/many-faces-grief; http://veterinaryteam.dvm360.com/sixth-stage-grief 



MPV Newsletter February 2017 p4 

February is: 
 

National Pet Dental Month 

and 

American Heart Month 

and hosts 

Invasive Species Awareness Week 

Love Your Pet Day 

Dog Biscuit Day 

 

Medical Services 
by Appointment Only 

Mon - Sat  

 Veterinarian Appts,  
Small Animal Rehab, 

Surgery, Dental 
Diagnostic Imaging, 

Stem Cell Therapy, 
PennHip Testing 

Daycare:  
No Appointment Needed 

Mon - Sat  

8:00 am - 6:00 pm 
 

Boarding  
By Appointment Only 

Drop-off/Pick up 

Training  
By Appointment Only 

Puppy Training  

Private Lessons 

2255 Mill Pond Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4443 Fax: 215.536.5549 
millpondvetclinic@yahoo.com 

Most of us have a tendency to move around less during the winter months. Even when we want to stay active and keep 
healthy. Your pets need regular activity, too. Here are some places to have fun with your pet, without having to walk in the 
road or in the snow: 

 Quakertown area: Molasses Creek Park, on Krames Rd, just off Rt 663. Walking trail, playground, creek.  

 Perkasie/Sellersville area: Menlo Park, Lenape Park and Lake Lanape, connected by a 

walking trail 

 Easton to Britsol: Delaware Canal Towpath, 60 miles of crushed gravel and dirt trail 


