
 VILLAGE OF MINSTER, OHIO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

 

Council Meeting: Council convened at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers with six council members 

present: Tom Herkenhoff, Craig Oldiges, Nicole Clune, Rick Schwartz, Curt Albers, and Paul 

Enneking.  Also present were Dennis Kitzmiller (Mayor), Don Harrod (Administrator), Jim Hearn 

(Village Solicitor), and John Stechschulte (Fiscal Officer). 

 

Attendance: Sydney Albert (Daily Standard). 

 

Mayor Dennis Kitzmiller called the Council Meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Oldiges and Schwartz motioned to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of January 21, 2020.  Motion passed on five aye votes and one abstention by Albers. 

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS:  

 

2020Appropriations Budget: Annually Council approves the appropriations budget for the current 

year.  Fiscal Officer, John Stechschulte, presented the major budget items for 2020.  The total 

appropriations for 2020 are set at $25,948,416.30.  Without taking into account inter-fund transfers, 

total appropriations are estimated at $21,267,416.30.  Total general fund appropriations are 

estimated to be $4,941,355.00.  Herkenhoff and Clune motioned to suspend the rule of three 

readings.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Schwartz and Albers motioned to pass and adopt 

Ordinance 20-02-01.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Transfer of Funds:  Various funds require transfers of money to allow expenditures from the 

funds.  The transfers are as follows: 

  

FROM TO AMOUNT 

   

General Fund PWD $440,000.00 

General Fund Pool $160,000.00 

General Fund Pickleball/Basketball Grant $220,000.00 

General Fund Capital Improvements $1,356,000.00 

Capital Improvements Sanitary Sewer Replacement $25,000.00 

Capital Improvements State Issue I $500,000.00 

Water Plant Water Plant Expansion $500,000.00 

WWTP Fund WWTP Debt Service $503,000.00 

WWTP Fund 

Electric Fund 

WWTP Renovation 

Electric System Upgrade 

$3,614.42 

$500,000.00 

 

Enneking and Oldiges motioned to suspend the rule of three readings.  Motion passed on six aye 

votes.  Clune and Schwartz motioned to pass and adopt Resolution 20-02-02 authorizing the 

transfer of funds.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Refuse Contract: The current waste hauling contract with Rumpke expires at the end of March.  

Council believes the service received from Rumpke is very good and would like to negotiate an 

extension to the contract.  Don has asked Rumpke to submit three separate proposals for one year, 



three years, and five years.  Each would be for the same unlimited service that Rumpke currently 

provides.  Each proposal includes a continued monthly charge of $315.50 per month for the State of 

Ohio surcharge increase passed in 2009. 

 

The one-year proposal rate is $15.62 per month, the three-year rate is $15,18, $15.48, and $15.95 

per month, and the five-year rate per month is $15.18, $15.48, $15.80, $16.27, and $16.76. 

 

The current monthly fee paid by customers is $14.88 per month.  The proposed monthly fee to be 

paid by customers must cover both Rumpke and the State of Ohio Surcharge.  The one-year 

proposal rate is $15.89 per month, the three-year rate is $15,45, $15.75 and $16.22 per month, and 

the five-year rate per month is $15.45, $15.75, $16.07, $16.54, and $17.03.  Herkenhoff expressed 

he is happy with Rumpke and would prefer a five-year contract.  Schwartz equally expressed 

similar sentiments and agrees with a five-year contract.  Schwartz and Herkenhoff motioned for the 

1st reading of Ordinance 20-02-02 establishing the rate for garbage collection and awarding a 

contract with Rumpke for a five-year period ending March 2025.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

Economic Development Committee: Tom reported the Community Improvement Corporation 

(CIC) met before the council meeting for the normal new year organizational meeting.  

Additionally, the CIC authorized the sale of 2 acres of land located at the Route 66 Industrial Park 

to Matt and Gwen Eilerman, the owners of ChillTex.  They would like to expand into the residential 

heating and cooling business. 

 

Safety Committee: Nicole reported the contract with the Minster Area Life Squad (MALS) has 

been extended for two years, ending December 31, 2021.  The contract remains unchanged from 

last year.  This coincides with the expiration of the Fire / EMS tax levy.  Of course, both will need 

to be reviewed in 2021 based on the future direction of the of fire and emergency services for the 

village and township. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Purchases over $3,000 Dollars:  Council reviewed a list of invoices which were over $3,000.  

Council has authorized the Administrator to purchase items up to $25,000, however, per the State 

Auditor; the purchases over $3,000 and under $25,000 require Council approval.  Oldiges and 

Clune motioned to approve the invoices over $3,000.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

• The new contract with Efficiency Smart to provide energy efficiency services started at the 

beginning of 2020.  A new feature that Efficiency Smart is offering is an Online Home 

Energy Assessment.  This assessment provides residence of Minster with a quick way to 

identify areas of a home where energy could be saved. Residents are able to access this on-

line assessment tool by going to www.efficiencysmart.org/minster-ohio.   

• Last week, Shinn Brothers erected a project fence around the area where the pickleball 

courts will be installed.  They are expected in this week to begin removing the dirt for the 

installation of the courts.   

http://www.efficiencysmart.org/minster-ohio


• All contracts with Renosys have been signed. We are currently reviewing submittals on the 

material that will be used to install a new liner in the pool. Once this is completed, we will 

sign off on these and a date will be established for Renosys to begin the removal of the old 

liner and the installation of the new liner.  

• We are working with Choice One Engineering to design plans for the replacement of the 

water line which serves several houses on Minster-Ft. Recovery Road west of town.  Plans 

will need to be submitted to the Ohio EPA so that a permit to install can be obtained.  

Hopefully, this will be obtained soon, and the project can begin. 

• Helms and Sons Excavating are expected to return to the Village this week to begin the 

installation of the retaining wall at the north-east corner of Second and Main Street. Once 

the wall is installed, they can complete the installation of the sidewalks in that area. 

 

Minster 2019 Wholesale Power Costs: American Power Partners (AMP) has summarized the 

wholesale power supply costs for 2019.  Power rates ended the year at $63.47 / MWh which is 

12.1% lower than 2018 rates, primarily due to energy usage being higher than expected, more 

efficient operations of the Village’s electrical portfolio supply and our solar fields.  For the year, 

Minster used 144,336 MWh of energy.  This is a 1.8% increase from 2018 and 4.9% greater than 

the 2019 estimate.  The village set a new peak demand on August 19, 2019 at 25.06 MW.  Minsters 

2019 energy sources include green options such as NYPA (1.1%), JV-5 (5.0%) AMP-Hydro 

(6.5%), Blue Creek Wind (1.8%), and our own Municipal Solar (3.4%).  It also includes 24/7 

guaranteed power from Citi 2017-2020 (18.1%). 

 

Invoices: Herkenhoff and Schwartz motioned to approve the invoices totaling $1,059,307.25.  

Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

Albers and Oldiges motioned to enter into executive session at 7:33 p.m. to discuss pending 

litigation with no action anticipated.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Herkenhoff and Schwartz 

motioned to return to regular session at 7:55 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Enneking and Oldiges motioned to adjourn at 7:56 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 
 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________ 

Dennis Kitzmiller, Mayor   John Stechschulte, Clerk 

 

Recorded & typed by John Stechschulte 


