
 VILLAGE OF MINSTER, OHIO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

 

Council Meeting: Council convened at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers with six council members 

present: Tom Herkenhoff, Craig Oldiges, Nicole Clune, Rick Schwartz, Curt Albers, and Paul 

Enneking.  Also present were Dennis Kitzmiller (Mayor), Don Harrod (Administrator), Jim Hearn 

(Village Solicitor), and John Stechschulte (Fiscal Officer). 

 

Attendance: Jamie Mummey, Kim Wiford, Trey Steele, Matthew Berning (Boy Scout merit badge 

Citizenship in the Community), Gail Berning, and Sydney Albert (Daily Standard). 

 

Mayor Dennis Kitzmiller called the Council Meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Enneking and Oldiges motioned to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of February 4, 2020.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Parks and Recreation: Jamie Mummey, Kim Wiford, and Trey Steele attended the meeting to 

share the results of an informal survey concerning the parks and playground equipment.  They 

suggested the playground equipment is old and in need of upgrades.  In addition, they stated the 

black mulch is dirty and unsanitary and many residents prefer to go to parks in other towns.  They 

offered to assist with planning for future upgrades to the parks.  Council will take this under 

consideration and thanked them for their time and effort. 

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS:  

 

Refuse Contract: The current waste hauling contract with Rumpke expires at the end of March.  

Council believes the service received from Rumpke is very good and would like to negotiate an 

extension to the contract.  Don has asked Rumpke to submit three separate proposals for one year, 

three years, and five years.  Each would be for the same unlimited service that Rumpke currently 

provides.  Each proposal includes a continued monthly charge of $315.50 per month for the State of 

Ohio surcharge increase passed in 2009. 

 

The one-year proposal rate is $15.62 per month, the three-year rate is $15.18, $15.48, and $15.95 

per month, and the five-year rate per month is $15.18, $15.48, $15.80, $16.27, and $16.76. 

 

The current monthly fee paid by customers is $14.88 per month.  The proposed monthly fee to be 

paid by customers must cover both Rumpke and the State of Ohio Surcharge.  The one-year 

proposal rate is $15.89 per month, the three-year rate is $15,45, $15.75 and $16.22 per month, and 

the five-year rate per month is $15.45, $15.75, $16.07, $16.54, and $17.03.  Schwartz and 

Herkenhoff motioned for the 2nd reading of Ordinance 20-02-02 establishing the rate for garbage 

collection and awarding a contract with Rumpke for a five-year period ending March 2025.  Motion 

passed on six aye votes. 

 

Minster Area Life Squad: The contract with the Minster Area Life Squad (MALS) expired at the 

beginning of the year.  The 2019 contract was a new contract based on negotiated compensation 

changes with the Minster Area Life Squad.  The changes in compensation were necessary to retain 

and recruit new squad members.  These changes coincide with a new 3-year tax levy passed by the 

voters in the general election.  The Safety Committee and the Minster Area Life Squad met and 



agreed to extend the current contact for two additional years.  Both the contract and the tax levy will 

expire at the same time and be evaluated for the future contracts.  The contract is a two-year 

contract for $96,500.00 per year for emergency medical services to the residents of the village. Of 

course, the life squad will need to negotiate with both Jackson Township and Mclean Township for 

their respective contracts.  Clune and Albers motioned to suspend the rule of three readings.  

Motion passed on six aye votes.  Herkenhoff and Oldiges motioned to pass and adopt Ordinance 

20-02-03 authorizing a contract for emergency medical services and to declare an emergency.  

Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

New BWC Fund: The village has recently been awarded by the Ohio Bureau of Workers 

Compensation a Workplace Wellness Grant designed to assist employers with the creation and 

implementation of a workplace wellness program.  The wellness program goal is to limit and 

control escalating costs of workers’ compensation claims by promoting programs for employees.  

Grant money needs to be accounted for in separate funds.  Schwartz and Albers motioned to 

suspend the rule of three readings.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Herkenhoff and Oldiges 

motioned to pass and adopt Resolution 20-02-02 establishing Fund 215 BWC Grant.  Motion 

passed on six aye votes. 

 

Revise Appropriations and Estimated Resources: The new BWC Fund need to have the 

appropriations and estimated resources adjusted.  The revised appropriations are as follows:  

 

215 BWC Fund $1,610.00 increase of $1,610.00 

 

In addition, the new fund requires adjustment to the estimated resources.  The revised estimated 

resources are as follows:    

 

215 BWC Fund $2,600.00 increase of $2,600.00 

 

Albers and Oldiges motioned to suspend the rule of three readings.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  

Clune and Enneking motioned to pass and adopt Resolution 20-02-03 authorizing the changes in 

appropriations and resources.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

Parks Committee: Rick requested Don to schedule a committee meeting to discuss the results of 

the parks survey and investigate how to proceed with park development. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Income Tax: Council reviewed the January 2020 monthly income tax report of $290,300.50 as 

distributed by the City of St. Marys Income Tax Department.  The Village of Minster contracts with 

the City of St. Marys to administer the income tax collection for the Village.  Herkenhoff and 

Oldiges motioned to approve the monthly income tax report.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

• As you know, last week representatives from McGrath Consulting were in both the Village 

of Minster and New Bremen talking with individuals about the possibility of consolidation 



in the future of emergency medical services and fire services in both communities.  McGrath 

Consulting expects to return to the villages several times over the next couple of months to 

continue these discussions.  They are estimating that the final report could be completed 

within the next six months. 

 

• The Ohio EPA has notified the Village that as of January 1st, we are required to begin 

collecting metrics data as part of our asset management program.  Community water 

systems are required to track six metrics and report those metrics to the EPA.  The following 

metrics must be tracked, operating ratio (total expenses versus total revenue), operating 

costs to produce water per service connection, breaks per ten miles of distribution pipe, non-

revenue water used, maintenance tasks per year on vertical assets and one metric of our 

choice that can include number of disruptions of services, number of water complaints, etc.  

 

• Electrical crews are waiting on the phone and cable companies to remove their wires from 

our poles in the alley between Paris and Webster Streets and between Third and Fourth 

Street.  Once these companies remove their facilities the poles can be removed and we can 

begin to cut in the alley. 

 

Receipts:  Council reviewed the monthly cash receipt ledger of $1,485,622.60.  Enneking and 

Schwartz motioned to approve the report.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Invoices: Herkenhoff and Clune motioned to approve the invoices totaling $121,113.19.  Motion 

passed on six aye votes. 

 

COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

 

Enneking and Oldiges motioned to adjourn at 7:06 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 
 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________ 

Dennis Kitzmiller, Mayor   John Stechschulte, Clerk 

 

Recorded & typed by John Stechschulte 


