
 VILLAGE OF MINSTER, OHIO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 

 

Council Meeting: Council convened at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers with five council members 

present: Tom Herkenhoff, Craig Oldiges, Nicole Clune, Rick Schwartz, and Paul Enneking.  Also 

present were Dennis Kitzmiller (Mayor), Don Harrod (Administrator), Jim Hearn (Village 

Solicitor), and John Stechschulte (Fiscal Officer). 

 

Attendance: Peggy Bensman, Joshua Kies (Boy Scout Merit Badge Citizenship in the Community), 

Joslin Kies, David Friend (Police Chief), and Tom Millhouse (Daily Standard). 

 

Mayor Dennis Kitzmiller called the Council Meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Schwartz and Enneking motioned to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of February 18, 2020.  Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 

Oldiges and Schwartz motioned to excuse Curt Albers from the meeting.  Motion passed on four 

aye votes. 

 

Auglaize County Commissioner Candidate: Steve Henderson is running for the Republican Party 

Auglaize County Commissioner in the March 17, 2020 primary election.  He would replace the 

retiring commissioner Don Regula.  Steve has been Wapakoneta City Council President for 22 

years, Vice President of the Economic Development Council for 15 years, and Treasurer for the 

Mental Health & Recovery Services of Allen, Auglaize, and Hardin Counties.  He would appreciate 

your vote in the primary election.  Council thanked him for his time.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

2020 Minor Street Resurfacing Project: The street committee has determined the following areas 

be considered for resurfacing with an engineering estimate of $230,069.00.  The appropriations for 

the street resurfacing project are $220,000.00. 

1. Hamilton Street from Third Street to Fifth Street, $75,160.45 

2. Third Street from Main Street to Paris Street, $90,634.80 

3. Fifth Street from Main Street to Garfield Street, $20,729.30 

4. Bensman Road from State Route 66 to the East Corporation Line $43,544.45 

 

Herkenhoff and Oldiges motioned to seek bids for the 2020 Minor Street Resurfacing Project.  

Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 

Purchase Pick-up Truck: The Public Works Department budgeted $30,000.00 for a new truck to 

replace a 2007 model.  A 2020 Ford F-150 4x4 regular cab is listed at $28,733.00 through State 

Purchasing at Buckeye Ford.  Schwartz and Enneking motioned to purchase through state 

purchasing a 2020 Ford F-150 and create a purchase order.  Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 



Purchases over $3,000 Dollars:  Council reviewed a list of invoices which were over $3,000.  

Council has authorized the Administrator to purchase items up to $25,000, however, per the State 

Auditor; the purchases over $3,000 and under $25,000 require Council approval.  Schwartz and 

Herkenhoff motioned to approve the invoices over $3,000.  Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

• The Northwest Section of the Ohio Water Environment Association will be hosting their 

quarterly meeting in the Village of Minster on March 18th.  This group will be touring both 

the Village’s Waste Water Treatment Plant and Dannon’s pre-treatment plant as well as 

providing technical training session throughout the day.  This is the first time the Village has 

hosted an event of this type. 

• Plans have been submitted into the Ohio EPA for a permit to install a water line which will 

serve the properties on Minster-Ft. Recovery Road just west of the pattern shop.  We expect 

to receive the PTI from the Ohio EPA in the next few weeks and will install the water line. 

• Representatives from McGrath Consulting will be back in the village the week of March 

17th. They will be meeting with both Minster and New Bremen fire departments in order to 

gather additional information on their operations.  It is their goal to have a draft report to 

review by the end of April. 

• Arrangements are being made with Liquid Engineering to clean and inspect the interior of 

both of the elevated water tanks.  We undertake this procedure every four years and are 

scheduled to complete this in 2020.  

• Once the weather dries up, crews from the Public Works Department will begin cutting in 

the alley south of Fourth street between Paris Street and Webster Street.   

• Renoysis, the firm that is replacing the pool liner has indicated that they should be in the 

village sometime later this month to begin removing the existing liner. Once the old liner 

has been removed and the weather warms up, they will then be back and install the new 

liner. 

 

Invoices: Herkenhoff and Schwartz motioned to approve the invoices totaling $1,878,375.01.  

Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 

COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

Nicole Clune arrived at 6:46 p.m. 

 

Schwartz and Oldiges motioned to enter into executive session at 6:46 p.m. to discuss pending 

litigation with no action anticipated.  Motion passed on five aye votes.  Schwartz and Enneking 

motioned to return to regular session at 7:07 p.m.  Motion passed on five aye votes. 

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS:  

 

Refuse Contract: The current waste hauling contract with Rumpke expires at the end of March.  

Council believes the service received from Rumpke is very good and asked Don to negotiate an 

extension to the contract.  Peggy Bensman was in attendance and asked if the bag system was 

considered for quotation.  She suggested it would be less expensive for older and single people to 

pay by the bag system and could increase recycling.  Rick said the bag system was not considered 

for quotation at this time.  Rumpke’s proposal for a five-year rate per month is $15.18, $15.48, 

$15.80, $16.27, and $16.76.  The current monthly fee paid by customers is $14.88 per month.  The 

proposed monthly fee to be paid by customers must cover both Rumpke and the State of Ohio 



Surcharge.  The five-year rate per month will be $15.45, $15.75, $16.07, $16.54, and $17.03.  

Oldiges and Herkenhoff motioned to declare an emergency.  Motion passed on five aye votes.  

Schwartz and Enneking motioned for the 3rd reading to pass and adopt Ordinance 20-02-02 

establishing the rate for garbage collection and awarding a contract with Rumpke for a five-year 

period ending March 2025.  Motion passed on five aye votes. 

 

Clune and Oldiges motioned to enter into executive session at 7:04 p.m. to discuss pending 

litigation with no action anticipated.  Motion passed on six aye votes.   

 

Rick Schwartz left the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Herkenhoff and Enneking motioned to return to regular session at 7:47 p.m.  Motion passed on four 

aye votes. 

 

Oldiges and Herkenhoff motioned to adjourn at 7:49 p.m.  Motion passed on four aye votes. 

 
 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________ 

Dennis Kitzmiller, Mayor   John Stechschulte, Clerk 

 

Recorded & typed by John Stechschulte 


