
 VILLAGE OF MINSTER, OHIO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, May 7, 2020 

 

Council Meeting: Council convened remotely in a teleconference meeting at 6:30 p.m. with six 

council members present: Tom Herkenhoff, Craig Oldiges, Curt Albers, Nicole Clune, Rick 

Schwartz, and Paul Enneking.  Also present were Dennis Kitzmiller (Mayor), Don Harrod 

(Administrator), Jim Hearn (Village Solicitor), and John Stechschulte (Fiscal Officer). 

 

Attendance: Gabi Pelletier, Emily Thieman, Maddi McClurg, Abriana Wuebker, Fred Smith (CDM 

Smith), Evan Bates (Enpower), Andrew deRussey (Enpower), Laura Berry (Enpower) , Brad 

Thompson (Taft Elliott), Sandy Schwieterman (Sidney Daily), Tom Millhouse (Daily Standard), 

Jon Neuman (Electric Superintendent), Travis Fishbaugh (Water / WWTP Superintendent), Brian 

Barhorst (Choice One Engineering), and David Friend (Police Chief). 

 

Mayor Dennis Kitzmiller called the Council Meeting with a roll call. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Oldiges and Schwartz motioned to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of April 21, 2020.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Girl Scout Project: Gabi Pelletier, Emily Thieman, Maddi McClurg, and Abriana Wuebker 

presented some details associated with a project to achieve the Girl Scout Silver Award.  They 

identified a need for a bench to be placed on the top of the sledding hill and are asking to place it on 

the hill.  The bench would be made from recycled plastic and bottle caps.  The scouts collected, 

cleaned, and had the material recycled.  Clune and Albers motioned to allow the bench to be placed 

on top of the sledding hill.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Solar Phase II: Evan Bates of Enpower began the discussion concerning the letter he received 

regarding the termination of a contract for the Solar Phase II project.  The letter was to inform 

Enpower that they have not secured financing and have not completed the permitting process for the 

project.  Evan stated that they do have financing and want to review an updated schedule.  Nicole 

asked about the current schedule and Evan responded it was a June 1, 2020 start up.  Don Harrod 

stated the financing was to be in place by December 31, 2019.  Jim Hearn stated the termination 

letter referred to the December 31, 2019 deadline not being met which justifies the termination.   

Evan stated they did have financing but we never asked for verification.  He said they want to move 

forward with the project, however, he also said that Enpower would litigate the issue if the Village 

proceeded with the termination.  Don mentioned a letter that said the financing was not guaranteed 

but Evan refuted saying it was back up financing.  Paul Enneking wanted to understand the 

transition from Half Moon Power to Enpower. 

 

Jim Hearn will request all the documentation from Enpower to verify they have met the contract 

deadlines.  Evan sited the panels manufactured in China were shut down due the Covid 19 virus.  

Nicole stated she has no confidence in Enpower to complete the project on schedule.  Evan offered 

a regular zoom meeting but Council will review the situation and reconvene at a later date.  

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS:  

 

2020 Minor Street Resurfacing Project: Three bids were received for the 2020 Minor Street 

Resurfacing Project.  The street committee has determined the following areas be considered for 



resurfacing with an engineering estimate of $230,069.00.  The appropriations for the street 

resurfacing project are $220,000.00. 

1. Hamilton Street from Third Street to Fifth Street, $75,160.45 

2. Third Street from Main Street to Paris Street, $90,634.80 

3. Fifth Street from Main Street to Garfield Street, $20,729.30 

4. Bensman Road from State Route 66 to the East Corporation Line $43,544.45 

 

The bids received were from Wagner Paving, $243,701.50, Buehler Asphalt Paving, $225,613.75, 

and Barrett Paving, $191,391.25.  Herkenhoff and Enneking motioned to accept the three bids.  

Motion passed on six aye votes.  Barret Paving performed some work on Fifth Street two years back 

that did not pass inspection and Tom asked if Barret has been notified that we expect them to re-

pave Fifth Street because of poor quality.  We have 90 days to award the contract and Council 

would like to delay awarding the bid until more is known about the economic impact of the Covid 

19 virus.  No reading on Ordinance 20-05-01 awarding a contract will be considered tonight. 

 

Protecting Water System from Contaminates: The Ohio EPA is again forcing an unfunded 

mandate to establish controls to ensure municipal water systems are not contaminated from outside 

connections.  Don explained the village must complete inspections to be sure of no cross connection 

between private irrigation systems or cisterns and the village water system.  He stated that the 

revisions to the Village’s current ordinance deal with new EPA rules and regulations on notifying 

customers of violations and the possibility of water shut-offs.  The Village is to complete inspection 

of the entire town over a five-year period.  Council asked if we knew where all the cisterns, 

irrigation systems, or other situations are located.  Don stated we know many of them but will need 

verify each resident.  Schwartz and Herkenhoff motioned for the 1st reading of Ordinance 20-05-02 

establishing an effective means for protecting the public water system from contaminates.  Motion 

passed on six aye votes. 

 

New Water Tower: A leak was detected in the Ohio Street north water tower while painting it last 

summer.  The north water tower is very old and needs to be replaced.  Council believes now is the 

time to begin engineering for a new water tower.  CDM Smith submitted a proposal in the amount 

of $292,500.00 for engineering services to replace the North Elevated Water Storage Tank.  Fred 

Smith explained the proposal is in two phases.  Phase 1 is for model development and EST 

(elevated storage tower) design while Phase 2 is for bidding and to award a contract.  He explained 

there are only 2 or 3 tank builders in the United States and could be four or five years before the 

tank will put in service.  Oldiges and Enneking motioned for the 1st reading to a Resolution 20-05-

02 entering into a contract with CDM Smith for engineering services for replacement of the North 

Water Tower.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Don will also inform John Courtney to include this 

in his cost-of-service study. 

 

SCADA Computer Upgrade: There is a need to upgrade the SCADA (supervisory control and 

data acquisition) system for the water and waste water facilities.  CDM Smith submitted a proposal 

of $66,000.00 to engineer the upgrade of the existing SCADA system.  Don explained the 

computers run all day every day and two of the five computers have experienced hard drive failures.  

In addition, the Windows 7 operating system is obsolete and cannot be serviced.  Herkenhoff and 

Clune motioned to suspend the rule of three readings.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Enneking 

and Albers motioned to pass and adopt Resolution 20-05-02 entering into a contract with CDM 

Smith for engineering services for the upgrade of the existing SCADA computers and configuring 

remote access.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  In order to complete the upgrade, computers and 



software will need to be purchased for approximately $40,642.00 and an annual service contract for 

the software of $6,209.00 per year. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Concrete Crushing: Received an invoice from Ohio Concrete Crushing and AG LLC to crush the 

concrete material at the compost facility.  We no longer accept material from contractors but this 

material is from the Second Street Project.  The village will repurpose the material as fill for future 

projects.  Schwartz and Oldiges motioned to allow payment of the invoice.  Motion passed on six 

aye votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

 

• Helms and Sons continue to work on the Second Street/Garfield Street project.  The water 

line in Garfield Street has been installed, the sanitary line completed on Third Street and all 

taps have been installed on the water, storm and sanitary side.   Helms is currently removing 

drive approaches and curb and gutter. 

• Shinn Brothers continue to work on the pickleball and basketball courts at the Four Seasons 

Park.  They are hoping to begin pouring the concrete for the courts this week weather 

permitting.   During the week of the 18th, they would like to install light poles and fencing. 

The week of the 25th, they would like to plant grass and the week of the June 15th they would 

like to surface the concrete and finish all other duties.  

• Due to Governor DeWine’s directive, park facilities will remain closed until further notice.  

This includes all playground equipment and shelter houses.  In addition, any organized 

recreational sporting events are prohibited at the parks.  We will continue to evaluate the 

situation and will make a determination on the when these facilities are allowed to open 

based upon the recommendation from the State and the local health department.  Anyone 

who has rented a shelter house for the month of May will be receiving their rental fees back.  

• The pool liner has been installed at the municipal swimming pool.  We still need to do some 

caulking around the gutters, which will be completed shortly.  In addition, the pool will be 

filed to ensure the integrity of the liner and chemicals will be added to keep algae from 

growing.  Again, based upon the COVID-19 pandemic, we will continue to evaluate when 

and if the pool can be opened for this summer. At this time, we have decided not to sell pool 

passes. Once a determination is made on the status of the pool, we will put a plan together 

on how we are to proceed.  

• We have received approval back from the Ohio EPA on the installation of the water line on 

west Fourth Street.  We will begin to put a plan together to get this installed.  

 

Receipts:  Council reviewed the monthly cash receipt ledger of $1,799,438.89.  Clune and 

Enneking motioned to approve the report.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Invoices: Herkenhoff and Schwartz motioned to approve the invoices totaling $201,282.59.  Motion 

passed on six aye votes. 

 

COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE:  



 

Schwartz and Enneking motioned to enter into executive session at 8:00 p.m. to discuss pending 

litigation with no action anticipated.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  Herkenhoff and Albers 

motioned to return to regular session at 8:26 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Herkenhoff and Schwartz motioned to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 
 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________ 

Dennis Kitzmiller, Mayor   John Stechschulte, Clerk 

 

Recorded & typed by John Stechschulte 


