
 VILLAGE OF MINSTER, OHIO 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

 

Council Meeting: Council convened at the Four Seasons Park Shelter House #3 at 6:30 p.m. with 

six council members present: Tom Herkenhoff, Craig Oldiges, Curt Albers, Nicole Clune, Rick 

Schwartz, and Paul Enneking.  Also present were Dennis Kitzmiller (Mayor), Don Harrod 

(Administrator), Jim Hearn (Village Solicitor), and John Stechschulte (Fiscal Officer). 

 

Attendance: Jeff Roetgerman, Fred & Sherry Sommer, Trey Steele, Wes Thieman, Bob Barhorst, 

Todd Weigandt, Gene Will, and other residents of Stonegate Subdivision, and Tom Millhouse 

(Daily Standard). 

 

Mayor Dennis Kitzmiller called the Council Meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Clune and Schwartz motioned to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of July 7, 2020.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Minster Alumni Softball Tournament:  Jeff Roetgerman is asking Council for permission to hold 

the annual Alumni Tournament August 14, 15, and 16.  He is requesting the park stay open until 

1:00 a.m. and permission to sell beer during the event.  Oldiges and Enneking motioned to allow the 

use of the Four Seasons Park for the Alumni Tournament.  Motion passed on five aye votes and one 

no vote by Herkenhoff.  The respective tournament committee will need to file the proper 

paperwork with the state for a temporary beer permit. 

 

Stonegate Subdivision Residents: Property owners from Stonegate Subdivision attended the 

meeting with concerns and questions about Seventh Street.  Trey Steele asked when the street will 

be improved and suggested there is heavy traffic.  They are concerned about the condition of the 

street, lack of street lighting, and sidewalks.  Nicole Clune agreed with the need for sidewalks and 

children going to school.  Don Harrod mentioned there is State Issue money that could be used for 

the project and that the village will again apply for funding.  The group asked if a temporary gravel 

path could be constructed to safely get to Main Street.  The street committee will meet to review the 

situation. 

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS:  

 

Sanitary Sewer Rates:  The village currently has an extra strength surcharge for pollutant 

parameters, carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), total suspended solids (TSS), 

ammonia (NH3) and phosphorus (P).  It has been since 2017 since these numbers have been 

adjusted to reflect our actual costs.  The surcharge is based on the extra cost to process the waste 

water received from Dannon when they exceed the EPA limits.  This Ordinance will increase the 

surcharges based on updated costs to treat water.  The new surcharges are as follows: 

 
PARAMETER SURCHARGE LIMIT 

cBOD5 $ 3.00 per pound 182 mg/L 

TSS $ 1.00 per pound 128 mg/L 

NH3 $ 3.25 per pound 17 mg/L 

P $ 5.75 per pound 3.45 mg/L 

 



Herkenhoff and Enneking motioned for the 2nd reading of Ordinance 20-07-01 revising the extra 

strength surcharge rates for waste water customers.   Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Revise Appropriations and Estimated Resources: The new Care Act Coronavirus Relief Fund 

requires appropriations and estimated resources adjusted.  The revised appropriations are as follows:  

 

Fund 216 Care Act Coronavirus Relief Fund $86,850.24 increase of $86,850.24 

 

In addition, the new fund requires adjustment to the estimated resources.  The revised estimated 

resources are as follows:    

 

216 Care Act Coronavirus Relief Fund $86,850.24 increase of $86,250.24 

 

Oldiges and Clune motioned to suspend the rule of three readings.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  

Enneking and Albers motioned to pass and adopt Resolution 20-08-01 authorizing the changes in 

appropriations and resources.  Motion passed on six aye votes.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Minster Community Fund: The Minster Community Fund is a component of the Troy 

Foundation.  Andy Schmitmeyer has resigned his appointment from the Distribution Committee of 

the Minster Community Fund.  The three-year term ends December 31, 2021.  Melissa Kleptz of the 

Troy foundation is recommending Joel Wuebker to complete the term.  Schwartz and Enneking 

motioned to appoint Joel Wuebker to complete the term.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Purchases over $3,000 Dollars:  Council reviewed a list of invoices which were over $3,000.  

Council has authorized the Administrator to purchase items up to $25,000, however, per the State 

Auditor; the purchases over $3,000 and under $25,000 require Council approval.  Herkenhoff and 

Clune motioned to approve the invoices over $3,000.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

 

1) Vaughn Electric has completed the replacement of the electrical wire on the transmission 

line from 4th Street to 1st Street. This means that the entire transmission loop around the 

village is strung with 336 aluminum wire.  

2) The new entrance signs have been delivered to the Village.  We will be working over the 

next week or so to get them installed on both south and north State Route 66. Once installed, 

the electrical department will install solar activated lighting on the signs and we will work 

with a local landscaper to landscape around the signs.  

3) All contracts have been finalized with Eitri Foundry on the second phase of the solar field.  I 

have spoken with Christopher McCabe from Eitri Foundry. Christopher is their Director of 

Operations and he has indicated that work will commence on the solar field within the next 

one to two weeks. 

4) The public works department with the assistance of Dan Paulus has completed the 

installation of the water line on Minster-Ft. Recovery Road.  Crews need to complete a 



service extension to Jim Steinemann’s residence, replace a portion of a concrete drive and 

patch the asphalt on the project. 

5) CDM Smith has begun work on the water modeling portion of the engineering for the new 

water tower.  CDM has requested our GIS data on our water system and billing data to begin 

the development of the water model. In addition, engineers from CDM Smith were in last 

week working with the water department and public works department to do some hydrant 

testing. 

6) The chassis for the electric department’s replacement bucket truck has been delivered to 

UTE in Circleville and work has begun on the installation of the box and aerial lift onto the 

chassis.  We expect to make a trip to Circleville within the next couple of weeks to inspect 

the truck. 

7) Work on the substation continues to occur as time permits.  Crews are currently installing 

the ground grid. Once that is installed, the ground will be leveled and stone will be placed 

around the site.   

8) Two weeks ago, the motor on well six went down. The motor was replaced with a spare 

motor that we had on hand. The well was then tested and put back into service. 

 

Receipts:  Council reviewed the monthly cash receipt ledger of $1,893,471.25.  S 

Albers and Oldiges motioned to approve the report.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

Invoices: Herkenhoff and Enneking motioned to approve the invoices totaling $1,135,762.99.  

Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 

COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

 

Clune and Schwartz motioned to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.  Motion passed on six aye votes. 

 
 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________ 

Dennis Kitzmiller, Mayor   John Stechschulte, Clerk 

 

Recorded & typed by John Stechschulte 


