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Hearing Loss Affects You Too                    A Father Struggles                    Summer Learning - Summer Fun

Mark Weber 
and Pat Vincent:

Two of 350,000 people 
with Hearing Loss  

in Michigan
Read about them on page 9



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

This past summer has brought all of us some very beautiful days.  With it has come a challenge in all kinds of 
ways unique to each of us.  Health care is in one of its biggest challenges of our time. I believe we can meet these 
challenges with renewed belief in desiring to care for all.  With all of the new technology in front of us and the 
frustrations of using that technology to care for our patients, at times can make us lose sight of the person.   The 
individual who comes to us seeking healing and depending on us for care.  There are so many things that stand 
in front of the Patient that if we do not stay focused on our true calling we can miss what is needed for his/her 
care. None of us want that to happen, and so we remind ourselves of that continuously.

Driving out to The Holley Institute’s Family Village this summer and taking the time to listen to the parents of 
our Deaf children gave me a strong reminder of the agonizing frustrations and emotional problems that these 
care givers (parents) must meet on a daily basis.  I took away from listening to these conversations a very strong statement, “We need each 
other”.   The parents were speaking of the bonding that has taken place between them in their challenges with their Deaf children.  The Village is 
a blessing to them and their families.  It was very obvious on many levels.  Something that moved me very much.

The word support came across again and again.   In this message I am sending that word to you.   All of us involved with The Institute thank you so 
very much for the support you have given, without which none of this would have taken place.

For nineteen years programs have flourished and grown there and that is to your credit.   It is our deepest hope that your support over the next 
many years will continue and grow to give The Holley Institute the sustainability it needs for its future.

Sincerely

Dan J. Megler, MD

Dear Friends,
 
This is the 21st year of The Holley Institute and was my 19th summer at the Family Village.  Each summer seems 
to become a little better than the one before.   This summer parents gave glowing evaluations for the College 
Deaf Counselors and all Directors.  That is so very rewarding.  I have a deep appreciation for the work everyone 
does at the Village. They work hard.  Our day, mine anyway, starts at 6am unlocking buildings and hearing the 
resounding “Morning Ardis,” as I pass the kitchen, smell the coffee brewing and breakfast being prepared.  It is a 
very wonderful quiet time for at least an hour, then the day begins and I hear the clatter of feet outdoors and the 
American flag being raised and the pledge being signed by all.  I head to chapel to continue my day with Mass or 
prayer.  We need that more than one could imagine.
 
The day ends for me around 9:30pm but the counselors, families, teens, etc go on until 10pm. Counselors then 
meet with their Directors to go over the day, and it is “lights out” for them at 11pm.  In between those hours there are a multitude of activities 
going on, parent classes, children’s groups in Art&Drama, Sports, horseback riding and ASL classes. Most afternoons are recreational at the 
waterfront with boating, volleyball and family fun.  Evenings are full of everything from skits to Olympics to movie night.  Everyone is quite tired 
and ready for rest by 11pm.
 
It is not unusual for my phone to ring after 11pm or someone to be knocking at my door.  Someone is sick, someone is having a problem, someone 
needs to go to the hospital, some kids are acting up or there is a leak in one of the bathrooms, etc., etc.  One night it was a mouse on the loose and 
what a chase that was.  With all of this occurring, I thank God every morning for keeping everyone in our care safe. 
 
Best summer memory, watching David Brooks, Susan Burns, Mark Weber, Dan Megler and Bill Rice running through torrential rains to come visit 
the village, meet our families and “be inspired” by the work we do in the name of St John Providence Health System.  They took the time to listen 
to the parents, feel their emotions and reassure them of their understanding of what these programs mean to them.
 
We wish for you a beautiful Fall, reflective and peaceful.   
Sincerely,
 
 

Ardis Gardella



ecently I interrupted a friend who was laughing and enjoying a well told joke and asked 
him to repeat the punch line. As he stopped laughing and told me the punch line, I realized 
that my mild hearing loss was affecting him as well as me. 

My wife has let me know that my hearing loss certainly affects her. She cannot have conversations 
with me while cooking in a noisy kitchen and if she wants to share a moment of joy while she’s 
in another room; the moment is lost by the time she walks into the room I am in. We sometimes 
cannot enjoy a good conversation in a noisy restaurant. The TV sound is often too loud for her.

I now realize that those of us with a hearing problem must help our hearing friends, family, 
employees, employers, customers, students, teachers and all the people around us who are 
important in our life. Below are things you can do to help them and also ways they can help you.

To my good friends,
Did you know my hearing loss affects you too?

R
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William J. Rice MD, FACS

Hints for friends and relatives of hard of 
hearing people
• Don’t cover your mouth, chew or smoke while 
 speaking.
•  Rephrase statements that are misunderstood. Give 
 written cues or gestures as needed.
•  Face the person directly and don’t shout. Speak at a 
 moderate rate and move closer if the person 
 is having listening difficulties. Don’t 
 exaggerate mouth movements. 
 Don’t expect the person to hear 
 you from another room or when 
 your back is to them. Get the 
 person’s attention before you 
 speak and provide topic 
 information.
•  Check the comprehension 
 of the person to avoid 
 misunderstandings.

•  Eliminate background 
 noise (fans, air 
 conditioners, TV, 
 radio, etc. ).

•  Make sure only 
 one person speaks 
 at a time. Always 
 speak toward 
 the person’s 
 good ear.

Here are ways we can help our hearing 
friends
•   Have good lighting on the speaker’s face and 
 concentrate on visual cues, especially lip movements  
 and gestures.
• Avoid background noise as much as possible. Try  
 to eliminate background noise such as the TV, radio, 
 dishwasher, open window, etc…
• Carefully choose your seat in a restaurant. You may 
 want to call ahead and reserve a table in a quiet corner 
 where your back will be toward the wall and away from 
 noise (kitchen, main entrance and music speaker).
•  For movies, stage plays and/or church, sit near the 
 front to take advantage of visual information. Ask if 
 assistive listening devices are available.
• Turn off your other hearing aid when using the 
 telephone in a noisy place.
• Inform people you have a hearing loss and advise them 
 how best to talk to you – advocate for yourself!
• Explore the use of assistive listening devices, which 
 may benefit you in specific listening situations.
• Paraphrase what you heard to check your 
 comprehension.
•  Ask the speaker to state topic, repeat and/or rephrase 
 when necessary.
• Always favor your “good” ear by directing it towards 
 the speaker
• Always wear your hearing aid and carry spare batteries 
 with you.



elebrate America at the Detroit Country Club came as a very hot day but it did not 
stop the children from again working their hula hoops , sliding down the playscape 
and running the grounds until they dropped.   A wonderful time for all!   A time to 

think of America and how blessed we are to live here.   The event was again a great success!!

            Thank you Judy and Dana Christian, Chairs, for hosting Celebrate America!

Celebrate America!

C
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A Father and a Deaf Daughter Struggle with Communication

his confusing text is a message I received via Skype 
from my daughter, Marie.  She had encountered the 
inevitable frustrations associated with the utilization 

of technology. (Well, at least the utilization of technology 
with me!)  But, I wondered if her frustrations ran 
deeper than those of other ten year old technology 
users.  Marie is a child for whom English is her 
second language.  She is simultaneously 
learning American Sign Language, her 
primary language, and English.  In the world 
of linguistics she is an English Language 
Learner (ELL).  So how does a confident, 
compassionate, emotionally engaged child who 
is deaf, acquire English – a primarily spoken but 
also written language?

While my family and I are not experts in the field, 
we have found some success through asking a lot 
of questions.  Socrates taught that the ability to 
formulate and ask pointed questions might be more 
important than explicit knowledge itself.  So, we have 
been asking a lot of questions!  While they are largely 
still unanswered, we are happy to share our current 
understandings.

“What is the primary language of a child who is profoundly 
deaf (hears absolutely nothing – with or without an assistive 
device), and is English accessible to her?” This question has 
been particularly challenging for us, and we continue to ask 
variations of it everywhere we go.  

First, we currently do not believe that English, as a spoken 
language, is accessible to Marie.  This has been a particularly 
gut-wrenching answer to our inquiry.  We have encountered 
many prejudices and stereotypes about people who are not 
able to develop spoken English.  A common assumption 
is that the inability to acquire spoken English is related to 
intelligence.  For us, the old label, “deaf and dumb” echoes 
through our heads.  Marie is deaf, but she surely is not dumb, 
yet she is not developing spoken language on par with many 
of her deaf peers.  Of course, with no acquisition to sound 
her lack of spoken language is understandable.  She does not 
hear anything and therefore cannot associate even basic 
sounds to the lip movements she is able to observe.  She is 
able to say some words; however, she will always utilize the 
beauty of ASL as her primary language.  Clearly, English is not 
only spoken; so, what about her access to written English?  
As we began to ask that question, we started to learn more 
about ELL and how, for Marie, written English was a second 
language which she had access to and must learn alongside 
of her continual acquisition of ASL. 

“How can we create an environment in which Marie is 
intrinsically motivated to work at acquiring English?”  Once 
we realized that written English was accessible to Marie, 
the next question was  - how do we help her acquire that 

language to her benefit?  For us, there are two 
primary elements to this question.  The first, 

Marie must see us honoring and joyfully 
utilizing her primary language.  She 

needs to see that we are motivated to 
learn ASL because we see the beauty 
and value of the language.  To express 
this, Marie experiences ASL in our 

home, in her school, and in her extra-
curricular activities.  Whether signed 

dinners, going to restaurants with our 
“voices off”, taking an ASL class, or, a more 

recent lesson for us, providing her interpreters at 
family events, she experiences ASL in her life.  I must 

confess that we are ashamed to acknowledge that 
our home is not a “perpetually signed environment”; 

however, we are a work in process!  Seeing our value of 
ASL has, we hope, translated into Marie’s ability to see the 
value of written English.  Marie utilizes the Notes feature 
on her iPad to order at restaurants; she utilizes a text-to-
voice app to communicate with her uncle; and she texts 
with others in the family.  I do want to point out that she 
never texts with family when we are together.  When we are 
face-to- face, our communication is through ASL.  To not 
communicate in person with her utilizing ASL would be, in
our opinion, disrespecting her language and could lead to

Seeing our value 
of ASL has, we hope, 

translated into 
Marie’s ability to 
see the value of 
wri�en English.  

T
“Work not and now answer you not!”
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conflicted feelings about written English.  So, in all these 
interactions, Marie is finding that English is accessible to her 
and quite useful to her in her world.  This positive outlook 
is beneficial because learning English in the classroom is a 
laborious exercise.  While challenging, we do our best to 
connect what takes place in the classroom with some of the 
activities noted above so that she can experience success in 
practice with the concepts she is learning in the classroom. 

“What is the role of grammar in Marie’s written English 
language acquisition?”  This is a question with which we 
still struggle.  There is a grammatical structure to ASL and 
learning that structure is important, as it allows Marie to 
transfer this knowledge to the acquisition of written English.  
A child learning written English can make connections to
their prior knowledge when they understand the structure of 
ASL.  Understanding grammar, the systems and structures 
underlying a language, is crucial to a child’s acquisition of 
his or her primary language as well as a secondary language.  
Sentence structure, synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, etc. 
are all part of both ASL and written English. Understanding 
both ASL grammar and written English grammar is essential 
to a child’s ability to communicate effectively in both 
languages.

While we are not experts in this area, we find ourselves 
advocating for our daughter on both fronts – the acquisition 
of American Sign Language along with the ability to skillfully 
utilize written English.  We believe that these two skills are 
pivotal for Marie to fully engage the world in which she finds 
herself.  As is true of each of our children, Marie is a gift to 
this world, and we need to empower and encourage her to 
serve others with her unique gifts.

 

Did You Know That  
The Holley Institute  
Offers ASL Classes?

American Sign Language Classes are offered year round 
at various St. John Providence Hospital locations. 

Fall Session (10 classes) 
September – November 2014

at St. John Hospital and Medical Center in DETROIT
Beginning I (Beginner’s Level) ASL

TUESDAYS 6:00PM-8:00PM
Starting on Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2014

at St. John Hospital and Medical Center in DETROIT 
Intermediate (Intermediate Level) ASL

MONDAY & THURSDAYS (FOR 5 WEEKS) 
6:00PM-8:00PM

Starting on Monday, Sept. 22, 2014

at Providence Park Hospital in NOVI
Beginning I (Beginner’s Level) ASL

THURSDAYS 6:30PM-8:30PM 
Starting on Thursday, September 25, 2014

at Providence Park Hospital in NOVI
Intermediate (Intermediate Level) ASL

WEDNESDAYS 6:30PM-8:30PM
Starting on Wednesday, September 24, 2014

at St. John Providence Hospital in SOUTHFIELD
Beginning I (Beginner’s Level) ASL

MONDAYS 6:00PM-8:00PM
Starting on Monday, September 22, 2014

at St. John Macomb Hospital in MACOMB
Beginning I (Beginner’s Level) ASL
WEDNESDAYS 6:00PM-8:00PM

Starting on Wednesday, September 24, 2014

QUESTIONS??   
Send an Email to  

Christian.young@holleyfv.org

k

k

Mike Johnson has been the principal of The Summit Country Day Middle 
School for 3 years and on the board of St. Rita School for the Deaf for the past 
4 years. The Johnsons have attended the family week for the past 7 years.
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Justice Department Reaches Multiple Settlements with 
Health Care Providers to Stop Discrimination Against 

Persons with Hearing Disabilities
 

he Holley Institute is very conscious of the great number of people who are hard of hearing in our state.

Hearing loss comes in ALL AGES AND ALL STAGES.  We often associate hearing loss with the “aging ear” or older people, 
but, think again, the largest group of people who have lost some hearing are in the mid life age of 40-50. 
 
Surprised!  Don’t be, as there are a number of factors that cause hearing loss.
 
The Holley Institute is going to conduct a well needed in-service program regarding hearing loss at many of our Health 
Systems hospitals over the next two years. The Institute is in the process of producing a wonderful, very professional video 
to assist with this training.  This and other information will be shared with all hospital caregivers within the hospital setting.  
Caregivers are considered all personnel who care for each patient, whether it be a physician, nurse, food service or registration 
staff.

bby failed two hearing tests at birth. Then she 
passed one after she went home from the hospital. 
We never thought anything of it until she failed one 

at 3 year old preschool. We were so surprised because she 
never had a delay in speech or anything else. We brought 
her to the pediatrician and he tested her in his office. I 
remember sitting next to her wearing the earphones and 
I could hear the beeps but she could not! We did not get 
her hearing aids until she went into kindergarten. Again 
she did not miss a beat! Throughout grade school her 
grades were good. A little reading and spelling difficulty 
but she worked hard and had very supportive teachers.                                               

T

All about Abby!
The nice thing about her grade school was that she was 
with most of the kids since preschool so they always had 
known her with the aid. Only once I remember having 
someone make fun of her and the teacher nipped it in 
the bud real fast. (New kids in class that year). She has 
danced since she was 3. One time back stage a mom 
showed her hearing aids to which Abby told me “they 
were really quite plain mom”. She used to love to pick 
out her ear mold colors! She even chose Maize and Blue 
one time because she knew I was such a University of 
Michigan fan!   

Last year was the first time she had 2 aids and she loves 
them. I’m so lucky she wears them as she should. Her 
grades are great in high school. She goes to Regina 
and plays volleyball and runs track. We are also blessed 
because her deficit has not gotten any worse since birth. 
Dr. Eric Sargent tells us she should maintain this level. 
She may lose hearing as she ages a little bit faster than 
people with normal hearing. We go yearly for testing and 
checkups. The one thing I do remember is every time 
Abby told me she needed a new mold because of her 
growing she was dead on. She would say “Mom I hear the 
radio again,” meaning the static you would hear between 
channels!  Abby has remained active in everything! Her 
hearing deficit does not define her or deter her. If she 
wants something she goes for it! 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all The Holley 
Institute has done.                  

Jacquelyn and Abby Springfield

A

Pictured above is Abby, age 15 and her mother Jacquelyn, one of Cardiac Cath 
nurses at St. John Hospital and Medical Center.  The picture was shot during 

the filming of our up and coming video to in-service all care givers within our 
system to hearing loss sensitivity.  



ello, my name is Pat Vincent and I became suddenly hard-of-hearing at age 14, due 
to Meniere’s Disease. My girl friend at the time was named Mary Ann. Her mother 
had measles while pregnant. As a result Mary Ann was born with a severe hearing 

loss. Because of Mary Ann, I had an idea of what hearing loss was.  
 
In those days, one with a hearing loss got through high school and college by trying to sit 
near the front, and by trying to find teachers who taught directly “out of the book.” 
 
Meniere’s Disease has a trio of classic symptoms, - hearing loss, vertigo and tinnitus.  It took 
several years to reach the Meniere’s diagnosis. I was being cared for by a neurosurgeon, 
and the symptoms were not conclusive at that time.
 
At age 39, the vertigo portion had advanced to the point that employment and driving 
a car were problematic.  Surgery followed and an endolymphatic shunt was put in.  The 

symptoms returned, and with no usable hearing, a labyrinthectomy was done. That was such a relief! I will always prefer 
hearing loss to vertigo! 
 
The position of being a Skilled Trades Supervisor had kind of vanished. But I was able to “go back to my tools” and build and 
repair heavy machinery. Four years ago, with both ears pretty much useless, I received a cochlear implant. Interestingly, the 
labyrinthectomy had not disturbed the cochlea, and the cochlear implant has been, for me, a huge success. I am doing things 
that I have always dreamed of doing, including violin lessons. I will probably always have to pay to go the Symphony,- Carnegie 
Hall has not called- but I am enjoying the lessons. And I have played in an actual recital.
 
I enjoy volunteering with various organizations related to hearing loss. I have been the “tech guy” at Deaf Blind Week for 
thirteen years, setting up the assistive listening devices at DeSales for those who have a need.

H
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 t four years old, I had no idea something was wrong.  However, when my 
friends, sister and brother started kidding me, I felt stupid and basically 
stopped talking.  One day my brother put a radio earphone up to my right ear, 

and I kept yelling “louder”.  Suddenly, they found out, “Mark can’t hear!”.

That was the start of a life knowing I had a hearing loss. My parents took me to 
several specialists and the conclusion was that I was totally deaf in my right ear 
and partially in my left.  The report was that I was probably born deaf or had nerve 
damage - maybe from the mumps.  Conclusion in 1952: there was nothing they 
could physically do.

In school, communication was difficult.  The hurtful “deaf and dumb” remarks were 
plentiful from those who didn’t understand. Relating to others and fitting in was difficult. I was advised by career 
counselors not to go into “people” line of work where listening and verbal communication in large groups, meetings, 
social functions would be extremely difficult.  Background noise made relationships almost impossible. 

Many didn’t know I had a hearing loss, and I was good at faking it......However, through the support of close friends 
and family, I challenged myself to be that “people” person and not let my handicap hinder personal challenges and 
goals. With every trick I knew and with the care of my family, friends and hearing professionals, I found that my 
deafness has really made me a better and successful person. Certainly my career in higher education and nonprofit 
administration depended on verbal communication and most times in difficult situations.

I am so proud to be associated with the Holley Institute.  It’s the exciting mission of creating new worlds for children, 
adults with deafness, hearing and vision loss that is most worthy of all our support.

Deaf and Dumb to a People Person

A

Introducing Pat and Mark

Pat Vincent

Mark Weber
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Counselor’s Training
Director: Christian Young

Thirteen deaf college students are now certified 
in Lifeguarding, Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR), First Aid and the use of Automated External 
Defibrillators. Instructor Gale spent 4 days providing 
intensive training for our counselors who are now 
among the most effective counselors with an extra 
benefit of boosting their resume for future occupations.

In this new program, these participants also have been 
trained in emergency procedures such as the Fire Drill, 
preparation of Extreme Weather and intensive training 
in Conflict Resolution.

Family Weeks
Directors: Theresa Marie Glaser and Christian Young

Mentor: Veronica Balcarcel; Interpreter: Rebecca Mitchell

During each week, the children are split into smaller groups according 
to their age and are led by their counselors. Each morning, the groups 
and their counselors create art projects, skits and learn different 
sports while the parents participate in daily workshops where they 
learn about educational options, Deaf Culture and advocacy.

In the afternoon, the families enjoy the Waterfront where they can 
play games or relax. As a family, they ride the paddleboat, pontoon 
or go kayaking together. Another popular option is the always FUN 
tubing behind a speedboat. Each night, there are different activities 
that the families and counselors can enjoy together such as the 
movie night, bonfire and ice cream social before our own Olympics.
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Deaf Blind Workshop
Director: Jill Gaus

This program welcomed a large group that filled 
out every single bedroom the Family Village and 
the Lawrence Lodge had to offer. Over the course 
of four days, the interpreters, their mentors and the 
Deaf Blind participated in educational workshops, 
arts and crafts, and recreational activities for the 
Deaf Blind adults. The workshops ranged from 
lectures to hands-on experience designed to raise 
awareness of accommodations that the Deaf Blind 
require as a part of self-advocacy training. This 
program also provides the interpreters training 
under the supervision of their mentors who are 
certified interpreters.

Art & Drama: ACORN
Directors: Frank Dattolo,  

Camille Jeter-Lorello and Kathy Derderian

Frank Dattolo and Camille Jeter-Lorello 
directed their 6th year of Art & Drama: 
ACORN at The Holley Family Village. Kids 
turned out to study, translate and perform 
the story of Paul Goble’s “Mystic Horse” on 
stage at the Registry of Interpreters for the 
Deaf (RID) conference at Michigan State 
University and at Madonna University.

The students also created the costumes and 
props, with the help of Roman and Monica 
Imielowski, and their hard work was exhibited 
at both performances. Congratulations to all 
participating students, directors, counselors 
and chaperons on a successful week!
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ASL Week
Program Director: Bonnie McIntire; 

Instructors: Bonnie McIntire and Debbie Gessinger

Bonnie McIntire and The Holley Family Village 
welcomed participants eager to gain further exposure 
to the beauty of American Sign Language (ASL) and 
Deaf culture. The program consisted of workshops 
that included creating skits, playing ASL games along 
with discussions about linguistics and Deaf culture.  
Those participants also enjoyed the waterfront during 
their break.

Volunteer Week
Program Director: Paul Kuplicki Sr.

Every year, after summer programs have concluded, 
volunteers gather to help prepare The Holley Family 
Village facilities for Fall. This week included volunteers 
cleaning and repairing the facilities. It is because of the 
time and effort put into the work that makes those 
volunteers an important part of The Holley Family 
Village.
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For More Information Contact  

Heather Johnson at 
 

 Heather.Johnson@stjohn.org 
          313-343-7484 (voice) 
     734-395-2603 (cell/text) 

              www.holleyfv.org 

Understanding the structure of ASL is a tool every interpreter, teacher and 
student must have in their bag of tricks. Many interpreters and teachers use 
sign language, but they don’t know where to find nouns, verbs, adjectives, or 
adverbs in ASL. Why can the sign DEAF go either way? How does ASL Syntax 
work? What’s the difference between numbers and numerical incorporation? In 
this workshop we will be studying phonology, morphology, syntax, pragmatics 
and semantics in ASL. This workshop will help everyone fully understand what’s 
“inside” ASL. Come join us and begin to understand why you sign the way you 
do. Start the Music will consist of text analysis and learning how to sign 
different genres of songs.  COST: $150 (Food and Lodging Included) 

ASL: UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS 
INSIDE IT AND HOW TO USE IT 
AND START THE MUSIC  

Born deaf to deaf parents and growing up with a 
deaf sister, Dr. Byron W. Bridges has used ASL as 
the primary language throughout his whole life.  
He attended deaf schools and public schools.  Dr. 

Bridges earned his Bachelors of Arts degree in 
Deaf Studies at California State University of 
Northridge, Masters of Arts (MA) degree in 
Linguistics from Gallaudet University, and a 

doctoral degree (Ed.D) in Deaf Studies and Deaf 
Education at Lamar University.   

 
Dr. Bridges co-authored the book, Deaf Tend 

Yours.  He has written video scripts and produced 
numerous deaf-related videotapes/DVDs.  He is a 
nationally-known teacher and lecturer in ASL and 

sign language interpretation.  Dr. Bridges has 
been in the field of ASL linguistics, interpreting 

and post-secondary teaching of ASL as a second 
language for 30 years.  He is a certified deaf 

interpreter (CDI), earning the certification 
through the Registry of Interpreters for the 

Deaf.   

MDCR-DODHH has approved (Pending #) MI 
BEI / EIPA / QA unit sponsorship for this 
CEU’s event for Professional Studies Unit. 
Partial MI BEI / EIPA/ QA units will not be 
awarded for this event and participants will 
receive a certificate of attendance as proof of 
attendance. 

DR. BYRON BRIDGES PRESENTS
ASL: UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS INSIDE IT AND HOW TO USE IT!
Understanding the structure of ASL is a tool every interpreter, teacher and student must have 
in their bag of tricks. Many interpreters and teachers use sign language, but they don’t know 
where to find nouns, verbs, adjectives, or adverbs in ASL. Why can the sign DEAF go either 
way? How does ASL syntax work? What’s the difference between numbers and numerical 
incorporation? In this workshop we will be studying phonology, morphology, syntax, 
pragmatics and semantics in ASL. This workshop will help everyone fully understand what’s 
“inside” ASL. Come join us and begin to understand why you sign the way you do. 

It will also include “Start the Music” which will consist of text analysis and learning how to 
sign different genres of songs.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 - SUNDAY DECEMBER 7, 2014 
OVERNIGHT AT THE HOLLEY FAMILY VILLAGE IN BROOKLYN, MI

COST: $150 

(Food and  

Lodging Included)

Born deaf to deaf parents and growing up with a deaf sister, Dr. Byron W. Bridges has used ASL as the primary language throughout 
his whole life. He attended deaf schools and public schools. Dr. Bridges earned his Bachelors of Arts degree in Deaf Studies at California 
State University of Northridge, Masters of Arts (MA) degree in Linguistics from Gallaudet University, and a doctoral degree (Ed.D) 
in Deaf Studies and Deaf Education at Lamar University. Dr. Bridges co-authored the book, Deaf Tend Yours. He has written video 
scripts and produced numerous deaf-related videotapes/DVDs. He is a nationally-known teacher and lecturer in ASL and sign language 
interpretation. Dr. Bridges has been in the field of ASL linguistics, interpreting and post-secondary teaching of ASL as a second language 
for 30 years. He is a certified deaf interpreter (CDI), earning the certification through the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf.

MDCR-DODHH has approved MI BEI/EIPA unit sponsorship for this CEU’s event for 1.5 Professional Studies units. Partial MI BEI/EIPA units will not be awarded 
and participants will receive a certificate of attendance.

For More Information Contact Heather Johnson at
Heather.Johnson@stjohn.org • 313-343-7484 (voice) • 734-395-2603 (cell/text) • www.holleyfv.org











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























 
DEAF’S RETREAT FOR CANCER SURVIVORS

October 24-26, 2014
at the Holley Family Village in Brooklyn, Michigan

Carol Kuplicki,
Program Director











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























 











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























 











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























 

Open to any Deaf who is currently or who has ever  
been diagnosed with any form of cancer

Experience a weekend with others who have taken 
or who are on the same journey.

• Reflection • Sharing • Presentation • Accommodations • Massage • Spiritual Direction • Meditation
• Program and Workshop • Art Crafts • Counseling • Information about Support Group

Holley Family Village is a place to retreat from the stresses of daily life and have time to focus on yourself.  
For many it is a chance to be nurtured, in body, mind, and spirit, in a peaceful comforting environment.

Scholarships available. Email Carol Kuplicki at cpag@prodigy.net
To register online ~ www.holleyfamilyvillage.org

Suggested Donation:  
$75 

$25 due at registration 

will be applied 

to total



FA L L   2 0 1 4  •   1 3

niversity of Michigan graduate and Dundee native, Katlyn “KT” 
Maviglia, was crowned 2014 Miss Michigan in June and is in the 
running to be crowned Miss America 2015. What sets her apart from 

other contestants is that she is Hard-of-Hearing. She was diagnosed 
with sensorineural hearing loss during her childhood and wears hearing 
aids on both ears. 

Accepting this unique aspect of her identity, she decided to set a goal of 
advocating for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing. In doing so, she founded 

the KT Maviglia Foundation for Hearing 
Disabilities and co-wrote a legislative 
bill that is intended to improve services 
and insurance coverage for children 
with hearing loss. She hopes to raise 
awareness among politicians in Lansing 
as well as the general public in order to support her cause.

KT is not the first Miss America contestant that has hearing loss. In 1994, Miss Alabama 
Heather Whitestone, who also happens to be one of KT’s role models, was the first Deaf Miss 
America contestant to compete for the crown. Heather would go on to win the title of 1995 
Miss America. KT hopes to make sure that Heather is not the only contestant with hearing 
loss to win Miss America.

Heather Whitestone was a guest of The Holley Institute in 1995 and visited the NICU and 
observed the newborns undergo their hearing screenings.

Arts Beats and Eats, 2014, invited Deaf Arts Festival for their third annual successful appearance in Royal Oak, 
Michigan.  Nine inspiring national artists presented their beautiful Deaf culture in art. 

The DAF booths were sponsored by The Holley Institute of St. John Providence and Medical Center.

 KT Maviglia is Miss Michigan!
U

Arts Beats and Eats, 2014
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Special ticket packages are available for 
Deaf Hockey Night at The Joe! 

 
ANAHEIM DUCKS vs. DETROIT RED WINGS 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Jamie Clark | Group Sales Account Executive 
Jamie.Clark@Hockeytown.com | 313-471-7138  

THE DETROIT RED WINGS, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HOLLEY INSTITUTE, ARE 
PLEASED TO EXTEND SPECIAL GROUP SAVINGS FOR DEAF HOCKEY NIGHT AT THE 

JOE. 
$5 from each ticket sold through this special ticket offer goes toward The Holley Institute to 
benefit children with deafness, hearing and vision loss. PLUS, one member from The Holley 

Institute will sign the National Anthem.  
 

Ticket Packages 
PREFERRED - $45 – Upper Level, Rows 4-12 
REGULAR - $30 – Upper Level, Rows 15-21 

Tickets are extremely limited so purchase yours today. If ordering more than 10 tickets, call 
Jamie Clark directly to pick out seats and have your per ticket service fee waived  

 

To purchase tickets, visit: 

DetroitRedWings.com/deafhockey 
 
 

 

The Holley Institute’s 
St. Nicholas Christmas Dinner Party

Save the Date
Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Funds raised will go into The Holley Institute’s endowment  
to service the Deaf, Deaf/Blind and Hard-of-Hearing.

  
 

 
   

Special ticket packages are available for 
Deaf Hockey Night at The Joe! 

 
ANAHEIM DUCKS vs. DETROIT RED WINGS 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Jamie Clark | Group Sales Account Executive 
Jamie.Clark@Hockeytown.com | 313-471-7138  

THE DETROIT RED WINGS, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HOLLEY INSTITUTE, ARE 
PLEASED TO EXTEND SPECIAL GROUP SAVINGS FOR DEAF HOCKEY NIGHT AT THE 

JOE. 
$5 from each ticket sold through this special ticket offer goes toward The Holley Institute to 
benefit children with deafness, hearing and vision loss. PLUS, one member from The Holley 

Institute will sign the National Anthem.  
 

Ticket Packages 
PREFERRED - $45 – Upper Level, Rows 4-12 
REGULAR - $30 – Upper Level, Rows 15-21 

Tickets are extremely limited so purchase yours today. If ordering more than 10 tickets, call 
Jamie Clark directly to pick out seats and have your per ticket service fee waived  

 

To purchase tickets, visit: 

DetroitRedWings.com/deafhockey 
 
 

 

Jamie Clark / Group Sales Account Executive
Jamie.Clark@Hockeytown.com / 313-471-7138 IT”S MORE THAN HOCKEY

Special ticket packages are available 
for Deaf Hockey Night at The Joe!

THE DETROIT RED WINGS, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HOLLEY INSTITUTE, ARE 
PLEASED TO EXTEND SPECIAL GROUP SAVINGS FOR DEAF HOCKEY NIGHT AT THE JOE.

ANAHEIM DUCKS VS.  
DETROIT RED WINGS

Saturday, October 11 at 7:00pm

$5 from each ticket sold through this special ticket offer goes toward The 
Holley Institute to benefit children with deafness, hearing and vision loss. 

PLUS, one member from the Holley Institute will sign the National Anthem.
Ticket Packages:

PREFERRED - $45 - Upper Level, Rows 4-12
REGULAR - $30 - Upper Level, Rows 15-21

Tickets are extremely limited so purchase yours today. If ordering more than 10 tickets, call 
Jamie Clark directly to pick out seats and have your per ticket service fee waived.

To purchase tickets, visit: DetroitRedWings.com/deafhockey

For more information, Contact Heather Johnson
Email: heather.johnson@stjohn.org



Board of Directors

Daniel DJ Megler, M.D. – Chairman 
Sean D. Gardella - Vice Chairman 

Sally A. Cytacki – Secretary 
Tim Grajewski – Treasurer 

Ardis J. Gardella – President – Ex-Officio 
William J. Rice, M.D. – Medical Director – Ex-Officio 

David T. Brooks – President SJPHS Administrative Services 

Caprice W. W. Baun Judith D. Christian Alicia C. Krall 
Dennis I. Bojrab, M.D. Frank A. Nesi, M.D.  Frank L. Campanale 
Rev. Michael Depcik, OFSF John S. Scherer Richard A. Caste 
Timothy J. Grajewski Melodie T. Scherer Jennifer Somes Chope 
Mark Weber, Ph.D Penelope Barker, Ph.D

Honorary and Founding Board

John J. Ahee Joan Gehrke Edward Russell, III

Marlene Boll Christopher Hunter Theresa Selvaggio

Ty Damon Mary Lamparter David G. Silwester

Wade R. Edwards Janet M. Loehr Mary Ann Van Elslander

Kid Black Fedio Michael A. McIlroy, M.D.  Jacquie A. Wetherholt, CSJ

Elizabeth Ann Garberding Rev. Kenneth McKenna, OSFS Pamela A. Wong

Founded in 1993, The Holley Institute is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing life-
enhancing programs for the Deaf and those with hearing and vision loss, to provide programs 
for Parents with Deaf children, to screen all infants for hearing loss and to provide outreach 
programs and services related to hearing loss for the community.

Please visit our websites at www.stjohn.org/holley and www.holleyfv.org.
Holley Institute: V) 313-343-7484 • VP) 313-332-4953

Holley Family Village: V) 517-592-6283 • VP) 517-536-1518

Ardis J. Gardella, President
William J. Rice, M.D. FACS, Medical Director
Christian Young, Coordinator
Heather Johnson, Development Officer

Audiology Department
B. Jill Wells, AuD, CCC-A, Lead Audiologist
Glenn Clippard, MA, CCC-A, Audiologist
Carolyn Weathington, Office Assistant

The Holley Family Village
Ardis J. Gardella, Executive Director
Rev. Michael Depcik, OSFS, Spiritual Care Director
Christian Young, Senior Program Director/Coordinator
Rev. Paul Grehl, OSFS, Finance Manager
Paul Kuplicki, Program Finance Officer
Maryann Muller, Facilities Coordinator

2014 Summer Program Directors
Lillian Garcia Peterkin
Jill Gaus
Bonnie McIntire
Veronica Barcarcel
Christian Young
Theresa Marie Glaser
Paul Kuplicki

FA L L   2 0 1 4  •   1 5

Michigan Ear Institute (MEI) recently 
announced that it is one of the first clinics in 
the state of Michigan to offer the Cochlear 
Nucleus Hybrid Implant System, the nation’s 
first hearing solution combining acoustic 
and electric hearing. This device holds the 
promise of greatly improving the range and 
quality of hearing for those struggling with 
even the most advanced hearing aids.
 
MEI surgeon, Dr. Robert Hong says, “We are 
excited to communicate this great news 
so close to Healthy Hearing Week and are 

even more delighted that we have our first patient scheduled for surgery in 
October.” MEI in partnership with St. John Providence Health System and the 
Lions Hearing Center of Michigan will be hosting free hearing screenings and a 
lecture series during Healthy Hearing Week which begins September 22.

Michigan Ear Institute offers new hybrid implant 
system to patients struggling with hearing loss

Introducing 
Tim Grajewski

Mr. Grajewski, former President and 
CEO of St. John Hospital, has accepted 
the position of Treasurer on The Holley 
Institute Board of Directors. Sean 
Gardella will now be Vice Chairman.



Professional Building One
Suite 223
22151 Moross Road
Detroit, MI 48236-2172

October 1  The Holley Institute Board Meeting  St. John Hospital & MC
October 11  Deaf Hockey Night at the Joe   Joe Louis Arena
October 24-26  Deaf Cancer Survivors Weekend  Holley Family Village
December 6-7  Interpreter Workshop with Dr. Bridges  Holley Family Village
December 10  St. Nicholas Dinner Party   GPYC

February 20-22   D-PAN Weekend    Holley Family Village
February 22   D-PAN: Meet and Greet   Fisher Auditorium (Providence Hospital)
June 24-28  Deaf Blind Workshop    Holley Family Village
June 29-July 3  Teen ASL Week    Holley Family Village
July 5-10  Family Literacy     Holley Family Village
July 12-17  Family Week One    Holley Family Village
July 19-24  Family Week Two    Holley Family Village
July 26-31  ASL Week     Holley Family Village
August 2-7  Adult D-PAN Week    Holley Family Village
August 9-14  Career Development    Holley Family Village
August 16-21  Volunteer Week    Holley Family Village
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