
  

 

 

 

 

 

To whom it may concern 

The bearer of this letter would like to request access to your land to undertake a botanical survey. 

The survey is organised by the Wiltshire Botanical Society (WBS) on behalf of the Botanical Society of Britain and 

Ireland (BSBI).  Our aim is to record the plant life of Wiltshire in every Ordnance Survey (OS) ten kilometre 

square, finishing by 2020.  The last comprehensive survey of Wiltshire was completed in the early 1990s and was 

published as the “Wiltshire Flora” in 1993. However, the records we collect will contribute toward the next 

national Atlas of British and Irish flora, replacing the current 2002 publication. 

The surveyors would like to explore a variety of habitats, for instance field edges, tracks, hedgerows, grazing 

land, ponds, river banks and woodland.  They would make a list of common plants for each OS one kilometre 

square they visit and record uncommon plants with precise grid references.  They would take care not to cause 

any damage, but might need to take specimens to confirm identifications.  The results will allow us to map the 

distributions of plants and will show where rare plants and good botanical habitats occur.  It also allows us to 

understand how the county’s plant life changes over time.  Records are passed to the Wiltshire and Swindon 

Biological Records Centre and the BSBI, which will produce and publish national distribution maps.   These maps 

will show plant distributions on a 10 kilometre or (as in the sample map for Wiltshire), a 2 kilometre grid. 

Records will include a place name that can be found on an Ordnance Survey map; the name of the landowner 

will not be included. 

You may wish to see the results of the survey; we would be pleased to provide these.  It is possible that this 

information could be useful when applying for agricultural stewardship payments. 

 

 

Sharon Pilkington      Richard Aisbitt 

 

Joint BSBI recorders for Wiltshire, who can be contacted on sharon.pilkington1@btinternet.com and 

richard@theaisbitts.co.uk  
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Hippocrepis comosa (Horseshoe Vetch)


