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Monday, 22 April 2013

Stonehenge
Landscape
Sonia Heywood

We all motor past Stonehenge with its
fringe of stick-figure tourists slowly
eddying round it before climbing back
onto their buses.  Some of us
speculate on why the site was chosen
for such a massive monument; it is
not on an especially elevated site, nor
by a river, nor in a fertile valley.
Why here?  Being there with Sonia -
and Sue who is also highly
knowledgeable on these matters – was
a revelation.

We were not expecting great
entertainment from the plants today
with the exceptionally late spring and
being mostly on recent reversion
meadows, but our first foray took us
to the nearest barrows on one of
which was a healthy population of
Carex humilis in full flower.  Some of

us had not realised that the barrows
had originally been covered with stark
white chalk, and maintained thus, so
highly visible from afar.

We walked west to Fargo
wood, sorting violets and
maybe-hybrids on the
way.  Ben Cooke was with
us, the National Trust
ranger for the Stonehenge
landscape so he could
explain the fairly
extensive clearing and
felling in progress.

Just beyond the wood is
the western end of The
Cursus where we turned
and proceeded to walk its entire
length, nearly 3 km.  The Cursus is
dead straight, with bank and ditch
boundaries and predates Stonehenge.
Its meaning and purpose is entirely
unknown though it seems that
Neolithic and Bronze age folk
respected it as there is only one are
barrow on it.  While on the Cursus we
fell to discussing and speculating on
these earlier hunter-gatherers from so
very long ago.  There have been
recent excavations near the river of a
huge Mesolithic feasting and
gathering site where the bones are of
aurochs – some of them immense –
and wild boar, unlike the cattle, pigs
and sheep at the Neolithic feasting
site at Durrington Walls.  Probably, in
Mesolithic times, the landscape was
savannah with wooded groves and
open meadows, maintained by the
aurochs.  It seems that after that the
landscape became much more
wooded, with the peak of trees being
in early Neolithic times.  It was they
who cut the trees down.

We went up to the King Barrows for
our lunch among elderly and
contorted beech trees.  It would have

been good to sit on the side with the
view but the wind was piercing and
chilly, so we cowered on the lee side.

Then came the final revelatory treat.
We walked The Avenue, so now on
the processional way of our Neolithic
antecedents.  First, Stonehenge is
distant and on the skyline.  Then walk
down into a dip so it disappears.
Veer left, and we are walking uphill,
exactly between the banks and ditches
on either side of the Avenue.  The
Avenue follows peri-glacial lines
which are not discernible now but
were probably more obvious in olden
times.  They must have seemed
magical, as they are exactly parallel
with the solstice alignment.  Then,
amazement, for as you breast the
slope the huge stones rise into view,
now close, looming, vast against the
sky, highly dramatic, awesome.
What’s more, the Heel Stone which is
not imported or carved to shape, is
directly ahead.  And from this spot
the Heel Stone, is exactly in line with
the winter solstice sunset.  No wonder
the ancients chose this place.

Rosemary Duckett

Those stones
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with them.  Three species of
Violet were present, which
included Common Dog Violet
(Viola riviniana), identified by
the spur being paler than petals
and notched), Early Dog Violet
(Viola reichenbachiana),
identified by the spur being
darker than petals and
un-notched, with the top set of
petals also more pointy and less
rounded.  David Pickering very
usefully showed us how Sweet

Violet (Viola odorata) doesn’t
produce runners and is instead more
of a tightly formed compact plant.

We reached the quiet minor road and
looked at the vegetation on both
sides.  The left hand side was the
SSSI, which we learnt wasn’t
receiving any active management, so
was quite dense woodland.  We found
a lot to look at along the whole length
of these protected verges.  The
highlights included: Golden Scaly
Male Fern (Dryopteris affinis subsp.
affinis - now renamed as simply
Dryopteris affinis), Creeping Soft
Grass (Holcus mollis), Hard Fern
(Blechnum spicant), Sanicle (Sanicula
euoropea), Water Avens (Geum
rivale), Giant Fescue (Festuca
gigantea) which we identified by its
large hairless auricles, and this is also
an ancient woodland indicator, Three
Cornered Leek (Allium triquetrum), a
lone Common Twayblade (Listera
ovate) on the side of a stream which
shows Twayblades are not only found
on chalk grasslands.  Eventually we
found a small patch of Orpine (Sedum
telephium) which Pat explained never
flowers as they are growing in the
shade and this was a first for us.

We turned around and walked back
the way we had come, the plan was to
look up at the trees on the return leg

Saturday 27th April

Whiteparish
Common
Leader: Pat Woodruffe

Sixteen people attended the morning
part of this meeting on a cool, cloudy
day at about 10˚ Celsius.  We were
here to see part of this extensive
roadside verge, which lies in the New
Forest National Park and runs
through Whiteparish SSSI.  We
arrived early just after 9.30am,
apparently the first to arrive and by
9.40 were passed by Rosemary and
Sharon who waved at us and
continued up the road (we assumed to
turn round!), so after 5 minutes of
still being the only car parked in our
location it dawned on us that maybe
we weren’t in the right place, so we
drove on a bit further and were
relieved to find the rest of our party
150 yards further up the road and
round the corner.

Pat Woodruffe was our leader for the
day and she began by pointing out the
magnificent Small-leaved Limes
(Tilia cordata) either side of the car
parking area.  We began by walking
through the mixed woodland at
Barnsell copse to avoid a busier
stretch of road.  We soon found Great
Woodrush (Luzula sylvatica) and the
commoner Hairy Woodrush (Luzula
pilosa) as well as Southern Woodrush
(Luzula forsteri) which has a more
upright appearance.

We were grateful of the opportunity
to learn from the experienced
botanists in our party how to identify
violets as we’ve always struggled

of our walk having spent the outward
leg looking down at the ground flora.
We now looked at fallen leaves and
identified Sessile Oak (Quercus
petraea) through its tapering long
stalked leaves and English Oak
(Quercus robur) by its lobed bumpy
edges.

It was warm enough to have lunch
near the cars sitting on the adjacent

bank.  After which we crossed the
A36 to the south to do a short circular
walk exploring the wooded area
known as Earldoms, through
Glazier’s Copse and on to farmland at
Northlands.

Thanks to the experts around us we
learnt the difference between soft and
hard rush.  Soft Rush (Juncus effusus)
stems are lighter green and smooth
whereas Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus)
is darker green and ridged.  Other
plants we recorded in the woods
included: Pignut (Conopodium
majus), Wild Daffodil (Narcissus
pseudonarcissus), Hard Shield Fern
(Polystichum aculeatum), Broad
Buckler Fern (Dryopteris dilatata),
Cow wheat (Melampyrum pratense),
Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia).
Near the end of the walk on a track
we came across Bitter Vetch
(Lathyrus montanus).  We had a very
pleasant day and our thanks go to Pat
for organising this trip.

Jean and Tom Smith

Quercus petraea - Sessile Oak -
long petiole, no peduncle - Pat

Luzula pilosa - Hairy Woodrush Bitter-vetch
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Monday 6 May 2013

Ravensroost Wood
and Somerfield
Common
Leader: Richard Aisbitt

On a really lovely sunny bank holiday
thirteen of us enjoyed the spring
flowers in Ravensroost wood.  This is
an ancient wood, which is a SSSI and
a WWT reserve.  It is managed
traditionally with standards and hazel
coppice.  A bridle path through the
wood had been managed using a laid
hedge which is attractive and seems

effective.  We had been warned that
the wood, which is on clay, can be
muddy but because the spring had
been dry we were in luck.  The spring
was late so many of the species which
might have been in flower were in
leaf or bud.  We found Bitter Vetch

(Lathyrus
linifolius) in
flower after
identifying it
vegetatively.
The Devil's-bit
Scabious
(Succisa
pratensis) was
of course
identified
vegetatively.
The dog-violets
(Viola riviniana)
and primroses
(Primula
vulgaris) were
particularly spectacular in a recently
coppiced coup.  We also found
several probable crosses between
primrose and cowslip (False Oxlip,
Primula x polyantha).  Other plants
included Heath Wood-rush (Luzula
multiflora), Field Wood-rush (Luzula
campestris) Narrow buckler fern
(Dryopteris carthusiana) and downy
birch (Betula pubescens).  It was a
highlight just before lunch to find
Adder’s-tongue (Ophioglossum
vulgatum).  An intriguing find was
some blue wood – caused by the
fungus Chlorociboria aeruginascens.

After basking in the sun, or even
seeking some shade, at lunchtime we
went on to Somerfield Common
which is woodland managed by the
Forestry Commission.  Here the
Butterfly Orchids were visible but not
yet in flower.  The bluebells
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) were at
their best and the colour and scent
was delightful.

Sonia Heywood

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Viola riviniana - Pat Woodruffe

Orchis mascula - Pat Woodruffe

False Oxlip - Neville DesirensPrimrose - Neville Desirens

Coppice - Neville Desirens
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Saturday 1 June 2013

High Clear Down
Leader: Richard Aisbitt

High Clear Down is a Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust reserve near Aldbourne
in north Wiltshire.  The reserve is a
south facing steep chalk grassland
slope of which there are few in the
northern area of the county within the

Marlborough Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Most of
the Downs is intensively farmed.  For
a good many years Joy was the
warden of High Clear and spent her
springs counting the early gentians
(Gentianella anglica) that are to be
found on the slopes.  Some years
were good, over 1000 perhaps and
kept her out of mischief, and others
were not so.  Joy had a system of
using sticks to count the plants of a
good year.

On a lovely June day, sunny, bright
and breezy, the small group set off
from the start point at Old Barn, to
stroll along the byway for two kms to

reach the reserve.  Each side of the
byway was covered in cow parsley
(Anthriscus sylvestris) looking fresh
and waving in the wind.  Amongst the
green and white was the occasional
slash of the bright colour of hedgerow
cranesbill (Geranium pyrenaicum).
After passing Lodge Lower Barn
which is showing much decrepitude
and not used for many years we
reached the gate into the reserve.  A
steep slope immediately confronts
you and the first impression on
Saturday was the bright colours of the
buttercups and common milkwort -
yellow and blue.  Searching for the
gentian began: Richard reported that
on his recce the previous day few
have been spotted, so the late spring
affected the time of flowering here.
Everyone was seen scrambling as best
they could over the steep slope for a
sighting.  A few were found with one
flowering nicely for the usual
photography session.  Dotted over the
slope were lots of anthills, one was
prodded by Rosemary to see the
inhabitants which were red ants.
Among the plants making use of the
anthills were germander speedwell
(Veronica chamaedrys), ladies
bedstraw (Galium verum), birdsfoot
trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and wild
thyme (Thymus polytrichus).

This was such a splendid spot with
views, even though yellow rape
dominated the scene, that lunch was
taken sitting amongst the buttercups
and ribbed plantain and to enjoy some
warm sun.  The slope supported
chalk-loving plants such as kidney
vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria), dwarf
thistle (Cirsium acaule), cowslip
(Primula veris) and ladies bedstraw.
During lunch Richard gave the group
a brief history of the site of the
medieval village of Snap nearby,
which is unique in having been
deserted recently in 1914 rather than
much earlier during medieval times.
After the lunch stop we left the slopes
of the reserve and continued along the
byway to have a look at nothing,
which is the site of the deserted
hamlet of Snap of which not a thing
remains.  Lack of a water supply
contributes to desertion of villages of
which there are several in north
Wiltshire, but Snap did have a well.

Along the byway we looked at some
hornbeams (Carpinus betulus), these
were of interest as they were carrying
some sort of growth which was
growing like mistletoe on branches as
a round ball of leaves.  As the group
approached Snap a very large and old
ash tree was growing in the
hedgerow, a splendid tree.  All the
trees were looking good in their
spring leafage.  This part of the
byway is dark and damp and has
mosses and lichens growing on the
sides of the path.

Turning round after a look at the area
of the village of Snap, we retraced
our footsteps a little way and then
climbed up a hill to the small hamlet
of Upper Upham.  A leisurely walk
downhill along another byway led us
back to the start.  The route was not
botanically interesting but the views
across the countryside were on a
sunny but windy afternoon.  Lots of
grasses were checked out during the
day, corn buntings and yellow
hammers sang, and a kestrel looked
for food.  Some butterflies took to
flying in the wind but not many were
seen.  There were a few green
hairstreaks, small heaths and dingy
skippers with an occasional orange tip
and brimstone.

As everyone was departing Richard
looked up and noticed two
Whitebeams that had been planted
and were in flower.  A nice end to a
fun day.

Richard and Judy Gosnell

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Early Gentian

Memorial to Snap Village

A large Hornbeam
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4th June 2013

Wildlife of walls
and waysides –
‘Monkton Farleigh
Triangle’
Swifts screaming and scything
through the air above the church
tower, set against a clear blue sky in a
quintessential English village in
quintessential English countryside on
a sparkling early summer’s day,
greeted the arrival of seventeen
members Bath Nats and Wiltshire
Botanical Society.  After leaders John
Presland and Alan Rayner had
described the intention of the
meeting, we began with an intense
scrutiny of the mortared stone wall
opposite the church.

We identified lichens which grow
closely attached to the wall surface,
including Aspicilia calcarea,
Caloplaca flavescens, Diploicia
canescens, Dirina massiliensis,
Verrucaria baldensis and V.
nigrescens; two ferns (maidenhair
spleenwort and rusty-back fern) and a
variety of flowering plants including
ivy-leaved toadflax, wall pennywort,
herb Robert and, rather remarkably,
great mullein.  Twenty minutes or so
later, we started walking!  We noticed
Adria bellflower (Campanula
portenschlagiana), a Slovenian
mountain plant which has been
cultivated in gardens and escaped on
to walls and then rounded the first
corner of the triangle to encounter our
first true dry stone wall.

Guided by John Presland, we were
able to notice its very different
succession ecology compared to the
mortared wall.  Along its top were

luxuriant
growths of
mosses
including
Homalothec
ium
sericeum,
Syntrichia
intermedia,
Tortula
muralis and
Grimmia
pulvinata.
Lichens
included
Aspicilia
contorta
growing
attached to
the wall
surface, the
strange dark
brown
outgrowths
of the
Collema auriforme and Cladonia
pyxidata, which is separate from the
wall surface and has upright funnel
shaped structures which bear the
spores. Mixed with flowering plants
like biting stonecrop and shining
cranesbill, the feel of a rock garden of
colour and texture was palpable.
Further along the road we
encountered a patch of shady
woodland, with two surprises in store,
by way of green hellebore and
goldilocks – indicators of ancient
woodland.

Next we turned the corner into the
second side of the triangle – a
straight, uphill road through an
avenue of beech, birch and ash trees,
with wide verges of species-rich
calcareous grassland vegetation.  We
noticed the dominance of two mosses,
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus and
Pseudoscleropodium purum on some
of the banks, then stopped to examine
the distinctive lichens (Lecidella
elaeochroma, Lecanora chlarotera,
Physcia adscendens, Evernia
prunastri, Parmelia spp.) and
bryophytes (Cryphaea heteromalla,
Orthotrichum affine) on an ash tree,
following the pattern of moisture
drainage down the trunk and
branches.  We walked the last side of
the triangle, back down into the

village quite fast, but paused to look
at the distinctive liverwort, Porella
platyphylla and mosses Anomodon
viticulosus, Eurhynchium striatum,
Brachythecium rutabulum on the
shaded walls.  All in all, the meeting
served to illustrate well the wide
variety of plant life especially that
can be found – with a little
knowledge of where to look, how to
look and what to look for – alongside
minor village and country roads
almost anywhere around Bath.

John Presland & Alan Rayner
Photos by Paul Wilkins

The lichen Cladonia pyxidata on a
dry stone wall

Wall Pennywort
(Umbilicus rupestris)

Looking at lichens on a wall
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And an extra from
Rosemary Duckett

This was a joint meeting with the
Bath Natural History Society.  There
were fifteen of them and two of us.

The village is unusually pretty with
buildings and walls of honeyed stone,
old enough to support good
populations of lichens, mosses and
other flora.  John and Alan explained
to us that the colonisers on the tops of
walls are different from those on the
sides, and in turn those also vary,
depending  whether it is a dry-stone
or mortared wall.  We ambled round
the lanes – each leg of the triangle is
noticeably different from the others –
stopping often to peer at and admire
the beauty and strangeness of the
lower plants, and note the higher
plants growing in the cracks.

It was a glorious summer’s day with
long blue views and with swifts
wheeling and screaming above.  We
were reminded that this is a
workplace, not just a bucolic idyll;
several times gigantic agricultural
behemoths inched past on their way
or from some task, with us huddled
against a wall or squeezed in to a gap.

At one point we came to a smallish
wood which quickly told us of its age
and former glory by showing us green
hellebore and goldilocks buttercup,
the latter mostly apetalous.  There
was also Moschatel still in flower, a
bit of a surprise in early June.

Our leaders were most patient and
informative, giving us the names of
all the bryophytes and lichens we
saw.

Snowdrops - Becky Morris
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Wiltshire Botanical Society Visit to Dorset
Saturday, 8th June 2013

Portland Bill, a.m.
Leader: Malcolm Storey

We quickly did our meeting and
greeting in the Car Park and didn’t
need to move very far as we explored
the grassland around Portland Bill.
The weather was fine, though breezy
as Malcolm and Dave got down to
work.  Dave reminded us that many
maritime plants are rigid, as in
Catapodium marinum, Sea Fern Grass
and Bromus hordeaceus ssp.  ferronii
– the maritime version of Soft Brome
and Festuca rubra ssp. juncea the
coastal form of Red Fescue.  We soon
found Rough Clover, Trifolium
scabrum.  We found Meadow Oat-
grass – Avenula pratensis, (by its
tramline leaves and its kinky awns
shall you know it).  Dave had a
fascinating story around Crested Hair-
grass Koeleria cristata.  I include it at
the end, as a friend of mine knew the
tale and my notes were abysmal.

There were large patches of Hoary
Cress, Lepidium draba, all about the
area.  John reminded us that during
the Napoleonic Wars sick soldiers
were brought home to Ramsgate to
recuperate.  Their mattresses were
stuffed with hay which was later
given to a Thanet Farmer.  He
ploughed it into his fields and Hoary
Cress from the hay spread in great
quantities – hence it’s other name
Thanet Weed!  Blending nicely with
this were the flowers of Gladiolus
communis, ssp. byzantinus, a feral
plant also known as Whistling Jack or
Slippery Jack, an escapee from bulb
fields and of Mediterranean origin.

 Yellow Vetchling, Lathyrus aphaca
is locally common on Portland and
although not in flower we found the
distinctive leaves.  Skylarks were
tirelessly singing overhead.
Impressive patches of Adder’s-tongue
– Ophioglossum vulgatum, in an
unusually rough area.  Fairy Flax –
Linum catharticum, Early Gentian –
Gentianella anglica, Dropwort -
Filipendula vulgaris, Common

Milkwort – Polygala vulgaris (don’t
forget those anastomosing veins)  and
Goat’s Beard – Tragopogon
pratensis, letting us know that it was
definitely afternoon  (aka Jack-go-to-
bed-at-noon.)  Meadow Pipits flitted
around us and the Carline Thistles –
Carlina vulgaris as seaward we
straggled.

How satisfying to be called Corky-
fruited Water-dropwort and also have
the Latin name Oenanthe
pimpinelloides!  Quite a common
plant down here, some of us have it in
our lawns in Lyme Regis!  We saw
Small Blue butterfly and to go with it
the Kidney Vetch - Anthyllis
vulneraria.  The walk now took on a
slightly culinary feel as we found
Rock Samphire – Crithmum
maritimum, Golden Samphire – Inula
crithmoides, Sea Beet – Beta vulgaris
and the beautiful Viper’s-bugloss –
Echium vulgare for decoration.
Malcolm and I both knew roughly
where the Wild Asparagus plants with
the wonderful story behind them were
– but neither of us could find them!

Back from the Break with WBS I was
trying to find the story regarding Hair
Grass that Dave had been telling us.
A friend of mine obliged thus:

Quote from Job Lousley’s “Wild
Flowers of Chalk and Limestone”
(Collins New Naturalist Series, 1950)

Dillenius’s Hair-grass, Koeleria
vallesiana, was first collected by a
German Botanist, Jacob J. Dillenius

(1684 – 1747), who made his home in
Britain.  His discovery was not
published until 1905, a few months
after Dr G. Claridge Druce had
recognised his specimen in an old
herbarium and re-found the grass at
Uphill.  The publication of a modern
drawing of the plant side by side with
one made two centuries earlier
followed one of the most remarkable
discoveries in the history of British
Botany.  So it was Dillenius who first
collected it and George Claridge
Druce who jumped on a train and
went to find it again from Dillenius
description!  Dillenius was brought
over from Germany by William
Sherard, who endowed the Sherardian
Professorship of Botany at Oxford
whose first holder, as specified by
Sherard, was Dillenius.  Dillenius’s
main interest was mosses.  Sherard is
commemorated by Sherardia
arvensis, Field Madder.  Dillenius has
a whole family, Dilleniaceae (mainly
Australian).

Marjorie Waters

Natural rock garden, Portland cliff top
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Saturday, 8th

June 2013

Portland
Bill,  p.m.
We all met at the
car park on
Portland Bill,
where the sun was
shining and the sea
breeze was strong.
Malcolm Storey
the leader for the
day led us to the
rocky quarry area
just east of the car
park where many
were soon on their knees looking for
the rough clover which was soon
found but no sea clover seen.

We then all progressed south up the
grassy slope finding an abundance of
hoary cress, Lepidium draba in full
flower followed by an attractive
group of wild carrot plants.  Sharp
eyes detected the leaves of yellow
vetchling, Lathyrus aphaca and
eventually some in flower were also
observed.  Later adder’s tongue ferns
Ophioglossum vulgatum were found
among thistles and brambles, but it
was as we moved across a path with
very short grass that a few plants of
early gentians, Gentianella anglica
were confirmed by Sharon Pilkington.
This was duly recorded with a GPS
reading.  This species is known to be
present at both Portland Bill and
Durlston Head, on the south coast.

Cutting down to the rocky sea edge,
rock / sea spurry, Spergularia
rupicola and Portland Spurge
Euphorbia portlandica were seen but
we failed to see the wild asparagus.
Rock Samphire, Crithmum
maritimum plants were not yet in
flower possibly due to the unusually
cold and wet spring this year.

While walking past the old quarry
towards the bird observatory some of
us climbed down to see the wild
madder, Rubia peregrina and the tall
plants of wild clary, Salvia
horminoides in flower and viper’s
bugloss, Echium vulgare almost in

flower.  Skylarks were singing and
sparrows chattering as we past the
hedgerows near the observatory.

The RSPB had acquired land some on
which had been planted with crops for
the birds.  The group found it difficult
to walk through the fields as the grass
was very tall and the ground uneven,
and so we withdrew but not before
spotting common blue and small blue
butterflies as well as wall brown and
small copper butterflies.

After lunch the group drove to
Wakeham and walking past the
museum towards the cove we
negotiated about half way down the
steps before branching off to meander
along the many paths where yellow &
pink flowers were in abundance
everywhere.  Common broomrape,
Orobanche minor, Portland and Sea
spurge, Euphorbia portlandica & E.
paralias as well as bird’s foot trefoil,
Lotus corniculatus, kidney vetch,
Anthyllis vulneraria and horse-shoe
vetch, Hippocrepis comosa and thrift,
Armeria maritima covered the
landscape.  To complete the scene

blackcaps and whitethroats were
singing close-by while below families
on the shore were swimming in the
sea and gulls calling.

Our final visit of the day was to see
the longleaf, Falcaria vulgaris.  This
is an unusual introduced plant, not in
flower yet, which was found on waste
ground behind houses in Easton.

We are all most grateful to Malcolm
Storey and his wife for guiding us to
many of the most attractive and
botanically interesting locations
around Portland.

Ailsa McKee
Photos by Ailsa

Longleaf in flower (seen later by
Ailsa)

Longleaf foliage

Botanists at work
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Sunday 9 June 2013 a.m.

Chesil Beech,
Abbotsbury end

The shingle path along the bottom of
Chesil Beach's stony slope was
bordered with an unusually hairy
Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara
which, in one book, was identified as
var. villosissimum.

We knew there would be some more
interesting plants here, so in a
botanist's usual hurried way, we
managed several metres in the first
half an hour....

We discussed the smut on the anthers
of Sea Campions Silene uniflora,
similar to one seen on Red Campion
S. dioica in Wiltshire.  For the keen-
eyed there was Fenugreek Trigonella
sp., Bird's-foot Clover Trifolium
ornithopodioides, and the tiny swirly
fruits of a diminutive Spotted Medick
Medicago arabica.

The beauty of Buck's-horn Plantain
rosettes was admired.  A tiny Mouse-
ear, that may have been unusual,
keyed out as the common Cerastium
fontanum

Using all our senses, we smelt
Hound's-tongue Cynoglossum
officinale (mousey) and the flowers of
Sea Kale Crambe maritima (sickly or
honey-sweet depending on one's
taste) felt the basal leaves of Wild
Clary Salvia verbenaca (very soft)
and on the crest of a shingle bank we
nibbled a leaf of Sea Pea Lathyrus
japonicus (tasty).  This is a rare plant
with stunning magenta flowers.

For some reason there was a
discussion about deer-proof gardens –
in other words, plants that will
recover after being nibbled!

Other plants on this stretch included
Scurvy-grass (probably Danish from
the leaf shape), Early Hair Grass Aira
praecox, False Fox Sedge Carex
otrubae, Rough Clover Trifolium
scabrum and Hoary Ragwort Senecio
erucifolius.

One group walked the top of the
shingle ridge, others took the low
road.

We listened to a Reed Bunting: 1-2-3-
4-repeated.  Other birds were Linnet,
Reed Warbler and Little Egret.

Sea Arrow-grass Triglochin maritima,
Sea-purslane Atriplex portulacoides,

and Sea Aster Aster tripolium were
other specialists in this habitat, and
we found what is supposed to be the
most westerly bush of Shrubby Sea-
blite Suaeda vera in the UK.

At the far end of our stroll, one plant
of Wild Celery Apium graveolens was
found, smelling just as you might
expect, and reminding us that it was
lunchtime – we headed back to the
cars for our picnics.  Walking on
shingle uses up quite a bit of energy.

Jane Brown

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Sea Campion

Jane enjoys the scent of Sea Kale

Shrubby Sea-blite

Where now?

Rosy Garlick

Babbington’s Leek
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Sunday 9 June 2013 p.m.

Chesil Beach,
Portland end -
patchwork colour
and rarities
The southern coastline of Britain
never fails.  It offers unique habitat
and interesting botany, but nowhere
more so than where a shingle ridge
has built up, trapping a body of water,
or lagoon, behind it.  There are only
three such major structures in the
British Isles.  The one that we visited,
Chesil Beach, is eighteen miles long.
We had begun the day at one end –
Abbotsbury – and finished with an
afternoon at the other end, the Chesil
Beach Visitors’ Centre.

Designated a Site of Special Scientific
Interest, this shingle ridge
accommodates those plants which,
against all the odds, have adapted to a
harsh environment.  Exposed to wind,
salt, sun and sea, amidst a constantly-
moving body of pebbles, these are
plants to be appreciated, not least for
their tenacity and the ability to
survive.

The pure diversity of what we saw
was underlined by the guest leader for
the afternoon, Bryan Edwards.
Surveyor for the Dorset
Environmental Records Centre
(DERC), Bryan had us tramping
across the boardwalks from the
Visitors’ Centre up to the fifty-foot
heights of the shingle ridge, then
yomping along the Portland Coast
Path so as to look down at the plant-
filled micro-climates of adjacent
ancient ditches.  For visiting botanists
from the land-locked rolling downs of
Wiltshire, this meeting place, the

southernmost boundary between land
and sea, was a sight to behold.

The Skylarks sang above us and the
blue skies enveloped us as, often on
hands and knees – the botanists’
traditional pose – we scoured the
hardened, weather-beaten tops of the
shingle ridge.  Blessed with a clear
day, there were long views:  on one
side down into Devon and, on the
other, along the coast, way past the
Isle of Wight.  But the carpets of
colour beneath our feet distracted
from the views.  Great swathes of
Thrift (Armeria maritima), Bird’s-
foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), and
Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria)
formed a patchwork quilt of botanic
texture and colour.

We had already discussed whether the
unexpectedly large plant at the side of
the Chesil road was a Sea Radish
(Raphanus raphanistrum ssp
maritimus) (it was!) and how it
contrasted with its nutrient-deprived
relative higher up on the shingle
ridge.  We had seen an easily-
recognised, but somehow strange,
Herb Robert and learnt that this
delicately-lacy adaptation, with its
small flowers and glabrous fruits, was
Geranium robertianum ssp.
maritimum.

Our notebooks were busily deployed,
as we jotted down Perennial

Glasswort (Sarcocornia perennis),
Rough Clover (Trifolium scabrum),
Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus)
and Rock Sea-spurrey (Spergularia
rupicola).  There was a common
coastal plant parasite - Common
Broomrape - but this was the variety
maritima, dependant for its existence
upon Sea Carrot (Daucus carota).

All of these plants were recognisable.
They may have adapted efficiently to
the environment.  They may have
developed a sub-species.  But we
knew what they were.  That is where
Bryan Edwards, as the guest leader,
came into his own.  There were
important rarities and he knew where

they were.

It’s not often that you turn the pages
of a botanic key, see a species noted
as a “rarity” and think, “Yup, we saw
that”.  But we did!  On top of the
shingle ridge, there was Four-leaved
Allseed (Polycarpon tetraphyllum).
In the ditches, there was Shrubby
Sea-blite (Suaeda vera).  Then, to cap
it all, along the coastal path, there was
the “old lady” herself: a female Wild
Asparagus (Asparagus officinalis ssp
prostratus).  This plant, according to
Bryan Edwards, had taken five years
to flower.  On the day following our
visit, an official survey was expected
to record some thirty plants of the
species in the locality.  What more
could a Wiltshire Botanic Society
expedition wish to see?!

Brenda ChildBucks-horn Plantain

Geranium robertianum
 ssp. maritimum
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Bot Soc in Dorset
Morning of 10/06/2013

Studland, morning
Our visit to Studland saw us on part
of the large and botanically rich
Studland and Godlingston Heath
SSSI.  Our visit to an area of wet
heath near ‘Little Sea’ was brimming
with interesting plants.  We started by
meeting our guide, Ted Pratt, a local
volunteer for the National Trust.

His great botanical knowledge was
immediately apparent, and a great
advantage.  (Indeed, he has published
two books on local flora)  We were
shown round-leaved sundew (Drosera
rotundifolia), and long-leaved sundew
(Drosera anglica) as well as the
hybrid between the two (Drosera x
obovata.)  Both Lousewort
(Pedicularis sylvatica) and early
marsh orchid (Dactylorhiza incarnata
ssp. pulchella) were in flower.  We
were also shown why Dorset heath’s
Latin name (Erica ciliaris) is apt,
with its long hairs on the leaf
margins.  Other interesting plants
encountered included dwarf gorse
(Ulex minor) many-stalked spike-rush
(Eleocharis multicaulis) and marsh
club-moss (Lycopodiella inundata).
A veritable botanist’s paradise with
wellies being an advantage!

We then moved on a little way to a
‘recently discovered’ roadside area

(much drier) notable for supporting
suffocated clover (Trifolium
suffocatum) and mossy stonecrop
(Crassula tillaea) as well as small
cudweed (Filago minima)

Having then moved on to Shell bay
car park, we found more diminutive
plants, including slender trefoil
(Trifolium micranthum) bird’s-foot
clover (Trifolium ornithopodioides)
clustered clover (Trifolium
glomeratum) , and small examples of
slender thistle (Carduus tenuiflorus).
A morning packed with variety and
surprises.  The Studland area is
indeed a fascinating location, and
money has been secured for a three

year botanical recording project so
that existing records can be updated
and volunteers involved.

Paul Darby

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Dorset Heath showing its ciliaOur host, Ted Pratt, 2nd left

Typical Studland heath
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Monday 10th June 2013 –
afternoon

Studland, afternoon
Dave Green was our
leader

Following a very pleasant lunch break
spent in the warm sunshine outside
the Knoll beach National Trust cafe,
our party of 17 plus local botanist Ted
Pratt headed for the dunescape.  Ted
pointed out that as the pH is very
acidic here, this limits the range of
plants that are able to grow in these
conditions.

We were allowed to step over the
ropes that keep the general public off
the dunes and were soon rewarded
with Harestail grass (Lagarus ovatus),
which is thought to have arrived here
from Normandy.  Ted pointed out
Rush-leaved Fescue (Festuca
arenaria) a real dune specialist which
often grows with Marram grass.  Our
list quickly grew to include Sheep’s-
bit (Jasione Montana),
Heath Groundsel (Senecio sylvaticus),
Mossy stonecrop (Crassula tillaea),

Heath Wood-rush (Luzula
multiflora ssp. congesta),
Sea Bindweed (Calystegia
soldanella), which we
thought was initially not
in flower until Christine
found a plant that was
flowering.

A very short distance
from the dunes, heathland
is becoming established
with Pine and Birch
spreading and there’s also

more shelter in this area.  Some of the
lower lying areas are wet, so here
Dave and Ted found several species
of Juncus – Sharp-flowered Rush
(Juncus acutiflorus), Jointed Rush
(Juncus articulates) and a hybrid
between the two was discussed
(Juncus surejanus).  Also found was
Greater Bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus
pendunculatus) in bud.

In the microscopic world of plants
adapted to dry, arid conditions we
were all thrilled to see Birdsfoot
(Ornithopus perpusillus), which is
really stunning when looking at the
flowers through a hand lens.  Another
‘micro-plant’ recorded here was
Fenugreek (Trifolium
ornithopodioides).  Bearded fescue
(Vulpia ciliate) was also seen here.

On our way back to the car park we
came across several areas with a good
covering of English stonecrop (Sedum
anglicum).

We then car shared for a short drive
out of Studland to Godlingston Heath.
We set off down hill and through the
golf course where again we found
some ‘micro-plants’ – Bird’s foot,

Slender trefoil (Trifolium
micranthum), Upright chickweed
(Moenchia erecta) and Fenugreek
(Trifolium ornithopodioides).  Ted
led the group down below the
Agglestone (a large outcrop of rock)
to find the rarest plant of the day
(Drosera x beleziana) – a hybrid
Sundew between Round leaved
(Drosera rotundifolia) and Oblong-
leaved (Drosera intermedia), where
the flowers are like Round leaved
Sundew but taper down to the stalk.
Ted advised us that this site was one
of about a dozen locations for this
plant on Godlingston Heath and
nowhere else in the UK.

Other plants seen were Green ribbed
sedge (Carex binervis) and Western
gorse (Ulex gallis).

What a fantastic day.

Tom and Jean Smith

The Agglestone

Which of the three Sundew
species or two hybrids?
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Sunday 16 June 2013

Two Braydon
Forest Sites –
Webb’s Wood and
Grove Farm
Leaders: Sharon Pilkington
and Paul Darby

Although it is unusual to have two
visits to the same area in less than a
week, I could not refuse when both
Sharon Pilkington and Paul Darby
offered their services as leaders quite
independently of each other.  The two
sites lie within the same 10km square
and the visits complimented each
other, providing a healthy list of
plants for the Wiltshire Atlas
Updating Project.  Sharon will
provide further details below.

A small group of us ventured around
the perimeter of Webb’s Wood and
into meadows that form part of the
WWT Echo Lodge Reserve.  Here we
were delighted to find some Heath-
spotted Orchids Dactylorhiza
maculata in full flower.  This is a
plant that prefers more acid soils and,
when we ventured into the woodland,
this theme was reinforced.  It was a
mixed woodland, mainly of broad-
leaved species but including some
conifers, managed by the Forestry
Commission.  Both Wild Service Tree
Sorbus torminalis and Small-leaved
Lime Tilia cordata had been seen

near the car park and were presumed
to be planted but, well within the
woodland, we found many more Lime
trees, some of considerable age.
Growing in some clearings there was
a lot of the Narrow-leaved Buckler
Fern Dryopteris carthusiana, a
relatively unusual species, as well as
Heath Woodrush Luzula multiflora in
both its normal and compact forms.
The damp nature of the clay soils
allowed a good range of sedges to

thrive including
Carex pilulifera, C.
flacca, C.
pallescens, C.
otrubae and C.
viridula.  These
more unusual
plants, together
with a host of old
favourites made for
a very enjoyable
visit, shortened
only by the
continuing rain.

The weather
forecast for our
second visit was
even more daunting

but, for those who ventured out, the
day was most successful.  There were
no thunderstorms and many of us
spent a less than comfortable day in
Wellingtons for no good reason.
Grove Farm has been in the same
family for many generations and
managed in a highly traditional
fashion.  It is a dairy farm and
essentially ‘organic’ although not
officially recognised as such.  We
visited a succession of meadows all

with considerable diversity but with
one that will remain in our memories
for some time to come.  This
particular field showed the remnants
of a ridge and furrow system and
supported thousands of Heath-spotted
Orchids as well as good populations
of Meadow Thistle Cirsium
dissectum.  Sharon’s list grew
steadily as we found a range of ‘nice’
plants such as Ragged Robin Silene
flos-cuculi, Pepper-saxifrage Silaum
silaus and some amazingly early-
flowering Devil’s Bit Scabious
Succisa pratensis.

As is often the case, I leave a meeting
with memories of three kinds –
expanses of flowers, good tips for
identification and members’ actions
or observations.  In this instance the
meadow was delightful, the
difference between the stipules of
Red and Zigzag Clover a very useful
tip and the delight shown by our two
county recorders in the less obvious
habitats was ‘interesting’.  To explain
– Richard was found examining in
detail the muddy gateways between
lovely meadows whilst Sharon took
pleasure in investigating a pile of
manure!

Our thanks to Sharon and to Paul for
leading and showing us two lovely
sites.

Pat Woodruffe

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Narrow-leaved Buckler Fern - Pat

Broad-bodied Chaser
at the car park- Pat

http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx


Summer 2013 Wiltshire Botanical Society  Page 14

Sunday, 30 June 2013

Upton Scudamore
Protected Verge,
Upton Cow Down
SSSI
Leaders: Rosemary
Duckett and Fiona Elphic

Wiltshire’s protected verges are a
treasure trove of delights for the
botanist and well worth a look at for
both rarities and isolated pockets of
quality habitat.  Most of them now
have a verge monitor but there is
always the likelihood that one will
require a watchful eye in the future:
(http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolve
d/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMoni
tors/EmailForm.aspx).  This one was
only seeded a few years ago but is
now a rich variety of chalk grassland
flowers. About 17 members and two
officers from Wiltshire County
Council turned up to survey a couple
of stretches along the A350 replete
with fluorescent jackets firmly in
place. There were the usual culprits
such as Fairy Flax (Linum
catharticum), Perforate St John’s
Wort (Hypericum perforatum),
Common Spotted Orchid
(Dactylorhiza fuchsii) and Wild
Marjoram (Origanum vulgare). As
the weather was sunny there was a
wealth of insect life around as well
including a White Plume moth
(Pterophorus pentadactyla). It is hard
not to be enthralled by the relatively
common Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera)
which is always slightly disappointing
in that plants in the UK are self-
pollinated. We trundled up towards
the flyover bridge and managed to
identify Beaked Hawk’s-beard
(Crepis vesicaria) from other very
similar Hawks-beards.  I should
mention that at this point someone
saw a Marsh fritillary (Euphydryas
aurinia), a testament to the type of
habitat on offer for our perusal!
Along this stretch someone asked me,
yes me, the lowest of the low, to
name a grass and lo and behold I was
right in naming it Yellow Oat-grass
(Trisetum flavescens). This I would

point out does not happen very often
and I walked along in a glow of
botanical smugness as we alighted
upon what we thought was Horse
Radish (Armoracia rusticana) without
basal leaves.

Upon crossing the flyover we looked
over the steep bank coated with
Pyramidal (Anacamptis pyramidalis)
and Common Spotted Orchid.  Of
course our deliberations were focused
on other matters such as the
differentiation between ragworts and
we decided upon Oxford Ragwort
(Senecio squalidus) which was
cultivated in Oxford Botanical
Gardens having been a native of
Mount Etna on lava fields.  The
coming of the railway facilitated its
spread along clinker beds and now it
is almost everywhere, though
probably goes under-recorded.  There
were also mentions for Small-
flowered Sweet-briar Rose (Rosa
micrantha) and Shining Crane’s-bill
(Geranium lucidum).

The lunch spot required a rather steep
walk up and was not without
botanical interest with Common
Gromwell (Lithospermum officinale),
heaps of Sainfoin (Onobrychis
viciifolia) and Common Rockrose
(Helianthemum nummularium) which
is always a handsome plant wherever
you find it.  The view wasn’t too bad
as a lunch spot and we soon headed
off to explore Upton Cow Down
SSSI.  The first bits did not look too
impressive but we soon came across
choicer habitat with Crested Hair-
grass (Koeleria micrantha) and
Fragrant Orchid (Gymnadenia
conopsea) with its characteristic long
spur to the lower petal.  The high
temperatures meant the insect life was
abundant and added to a scene that
has long been a favourite of mine.  As
we searched along the ridge top
northwards the calcareous grassland
seemed to improve with Clustered
bellflower (Campanula glomerata),
Burnet Saxifrage (Pimpinella
saxifraga), Squinancywort (Asperula
cynanchica) and an occasional bee
orchid again.  On a recent outing at
work I introduced people to Spiny
Restharrow (Ononis spinosa) and one
person in particular couldn’t help

touching it and smelling it.  To the
arable farmer it would have been a
nuisance as its long roots hindered the
progress of a horse drawn plough.

Stepping through Mother Shipton and
Forester moths we also spotted
Spring Sedge (Carex caryophyllea)
and Common Twayblade (Neottia
ovata) which is very common and to
some people they are surprised when
I point out that it is an orchid.
Dipping down into a scrape Sue was
the first to notice Betony (Stachys
officinalis) and add it to her list for
another 1km we crossed into.

After squeezing through a fence and
through scrub we emerged into
another section of SSSI and this was
even better than the last.  It can be
seen from the A350 and it is always
nice to think ‘I was up there last year
with Brown Argus and Saw wort
(Serratula tinctoria)’ when you are
stuck on some interminable drive
with the rain lashing down on a bleak
Saturday shopping trip.  The amount
of Yellow-rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
seemed to have increased and there
were more Bee Orchids,
Squinancywort and Clustered
Bellflower.  We were commenting
that we hadn’t seen any Dropwort
(Filipendula vulgaris) which was
strange.  Just as we had deemed the
turning point of our walk had come
we saw some and then a little further
on some Frog Orchids (Coeloglossum
viride) which is fairly
unprepossessing as orchids go but
one that I seem to have an affection
for.  If you want inspiration on
orchids please visit Leif’s adventures
at
https://www.facebook.com/orchidgap
year2013?hc_location=stream.
Thanks must go to Rosemary for
organising the trip, which was much
better than she had previously

http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx
http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/LongTermProjects/RoadVergeMonitors/EmailForm.aspx
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6TH July 2013

Bratton Camp
Grasses Workshop
Leader: Sharon Pilkington

Workshops always seem to be very
popular with members and this was
no exception, as twenty-three of us
gathered in the car park near
Westbury White Horse.  Sharon had
led an Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management
workshop in the same location in
2011, so we benefited from the very
useful handouts covering structural
terminology, the growth forms of
grasses and the salient features of
grasses found in the locality in
calcareous, neutral and
disturbed/cultivated habitats, that she
had prepared and there was not quite
so much work involved for her as
there might otherwise have been!

We soon left the general public
behind as we made our way towards a
steep-sided hollow way, stopping en
route to look at two characteristic
species of calcareous soils, Yellow
Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens) and
Upright Brome (Bromopsis erecta).
The latter is still Bromus in the BSBI
Handbook ‘Grasses of the British
Isles’ (Cope and Gray 2009), that
many of us were clutching, but we
were sticking with the nomenclature
in the latest Stace. Trisetum is very
distinctive in flower/seed, but Sharon
said it is not very distinctive
vegetatively, so we can perhaps be
forgiven for missing it until it
flowers!

The hollow way yielded the annual
Quaking Grass (Briza media), which
everyone is familiar with in flower
and seed, but how many of us can
recognise it just from its leaves?  One
useful feature is that the short, broad
leaves look stripy if you hold them up
to the light.  The differences between
Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa
pratensis) and Rough Meadow-grass
(P. trivialis) and between these and
bents were then discussed in some
detail.  We should apparently look for
rough sheaths on P. trivialis and not

just rely on its long ligule to
distinguish it from P. pratensis.
Another grass difficult to distinguish
vegetatively is Crested Dog’s-tail
(Cynosurus cristatus), but the dried
flowers and stalks persist over winter,
so its occurrence can be readily
recorded for much of the year.  Our
attention then turned to Crested Hair-
grass (Koeleria macrantha), a
distinctive annual grass of chalk
grassland, often found on ant hills.
The stiff, glaucous leaves with
prominent ‘tramlines’ allow this
species to be identified even before it
flowers.  Two species of Avenula
(Meadow and Downy Oat-grass,
formerly Helictotrichon) are also
found in calcareous grassland and we
looked at both, followed by the False
Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius)
with its orange knobbly roots.  Next,
the fescues came under scrutiny and
the differences between Red Fescue
(Festuca rubra) and Sheep’s Fescue
(F. ovina) were examined.  The
leaves of Sheep’s Fescue are round in
cross-section and will roll readily
between thumb and forefinger,
whereas those of Red Fescue will not.
Mark Kitchen also came up with
another useful feature – the leaf tip of
Sheep’s Fescue is barbed, unlike that
of Red.  Both these characters will
help those of us who struggle to
distinguish the open sheath of Sheep’s
from the closed sheath of Red Fescue.
The features of Yorkshire Fog
(Holcus lanatus), Perennial Rye-
grass (Lolium perenne) and
Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata)
were described and we then
discussed the differences
between the Small Cat’s-tail
(Phleum bertolonii),
characteristic of dry, infertile
soils and its larger cousin,
Timothy (Phleum pratense).

After lunch, we moved onto
species of disturbed and
cultivated ground, looking first
at Timothy ‘in the flesh’, and
then Barren Brome (Anisantha
sterilis) and Black Grass
(Alopecurus myosuroides),
which can be a serious pest of
arable crops.  We also looked
at Black Bent (Agrostis
gigantea) and Couch

(Elytrigia repens).  The latter is a
serious pest in my garden!  Disturbed
ground by the track yielded Annual
Meadow-grass (Poa annua),
Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera)
and Soft Brome (Bromus
hordeaceus), the latter distinguished
from other bromes by having
spikelets with their stalks shorter than
the spikelets.

On a hot day, the ice cream van in the
car park proved a greater draw than a
walk to look at Tufted Hair-grass
(Deschampsia cespitosa), so we
returned to join the day-trippers.
Thanks very much once again to
Sharon for all her hard work on our
behalf and for sharing her expertise.
All of us from beginner to
experienced botanist gained a lot
from the workshop – not all the
information and identification hints
we were given can be found in books!

Anne Appleyard

Sharon distributed excellent
handouts - diagrams of the key
features of grasses and
summary tables covering the
various species.  These would
be a great help to anyone
wanting to improve their grass
identification.  If you would like
copies, ask Sharon.

Snowdrops - Becky Morris
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Thursday 25 July 2013

Langford Lakes
Nine members gathered at this
Wiltshire Trust Reserve under the
leadership of Sue Fitzpatrick to
explore the water plants and
colonisers of disturbed ground.  It was
a hot sunny morning when Sue led us
into the meadow where we followed a
well-vegetated stream and were able
to compare Reed Sweet Grass
(Glyceria maxima) with Reed Canary
Grass (Phalaris arundinacea).
Nearby the nettles had been cut back
beside the path and the fresh re-
growth was covered in the webs of
Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars - a
welcome sight.  Then back to the

main path past the lakes where young
Coots and Great-crested Grebes made
trails through a colourful display of
Yellow Water-Lilies (Nuphar lutea).
On again into the newly excavated
area where the drying mud proved
surprising rich.  Both the Blue and the
Pink Water Speedwells (Veronica
anagallis-aquatica and V. catenata)
were frequent, as were tiny plants of
Celery-leaved Buttercup (Ranunculus
sceleratus).  Returning along the
River Wylye we admired multi-
coloured 'flower-beds' of Purple
Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria),
Monkey Flower (Mimulus guttatus)
and Water Forget-me not (Myosotis

scorpioides) and large numbers of
Brown Hawker dragonflies (Aeshna
grandis).  Finally and after much
searching, Sue re-found Green-
flowered Helleborine (Epipactis
phyllanthes) in an area of the Reserve
that is not normally open to the
public.  A nice climax to a very
enjoyable day.

Mary and Neville Diserens

Hairy Greenweed - Pat

Welly test - Pat Marsh Valerian - Pat Green-flowered Helleborine

The north lake - Pat Woodruffe
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Saturday 31st August
2013

Savernake Forest,
Bath Nats with
Wiltshire Botanical
Society
Leader: Joan Davies

Around 30 members of Bath Nats and
Wiltshire Botanical Society met on a
sparkling late summer morning with
Joan Davies and me for what was to
prove a fascinating and varied day
steeped in the extraordinary ancient
and modern forest that covers 1100
hectares of the landscape just east of
Marlborough, Wilts. After an
introduction to the history of the
forest from Joan and a call from me to
imagine its inhabitant trees and fungi
as living and dying fountains, we set
off down one of the paths that had
been specially cleared for our visit
with the help of Tom Blythe of the
Forestry Commission. It wasn’t long
before our attention was diverted by
one of the profuse outgrowths of
sulphur polypore, Laetiporus
sulphureus, which we were to see
frequently on decaying logs and tree
trunks during the day. I demonstrated
the brown rot decay that this fungus
produces in the heartwood of large
oak trees. Soon we came across some
more specimens on a log that also
supported luxuriant growths of the

mosses Dicranum scoparium, with its
scythe-shaped leaves, and Tetraphis
pellucida, which forms ‘gemma
cups’, like tiny bowls of fruit at the
tips of its shoots. Nestling amongst
these was a tiny fruit body of the
fungus, Galerina hypnorum, and on
the path nearby a much larger fruit
body of Tricholomopsis
(=Megacollybia) platyphylla. I
excavated the surface soil and leaf
litter around this to reveal the
spreading network of mycelial cords
by means of which this fungus
interconnects pieces of decaying
wood over distances of many –
perhaps even ultimately hundreds of
metres in forests and woodlands.
These cords form the communication
channels from which the fruit bodies
emerge as fountain-like outgrowths.
At this point Joan reminded us that
we had already been ‘walking’ for an

hour, and had got less than a quarter
of the way round our planned
itinerary before lunch! So our pace
had to quicken – which was difficult
when there was so much to see and
enjoy.

Eventually we reached the
replacement King Oak. Joan
explained that by the early 1900 the
King Oak had completely died and in
1945 it was decided to replace it with
a tree grown from an acorn from the
original Savernake Cluster Oak.
Unfortunately the leaves of the
replacement oak show very little sign
of clustering and the tree has grown
poorly.  Both the replacement King
Oak and the oak next to it have
recently been pollarded in the hope of
encouraging them to become the
ancient trees of the future.

The replacement King Oak was the
start of a parade of ancient oak trees
that in all their decrepit, broken-
hearted, heavy limbed, epiphyte-
strewn, ridged, grooved and gnarled
magnificence were our primary focus
for the morning. Most impressive, for
me, was one called the ‘Spider Oak’.
We noticed how the distribution of
epiphytic ferns, mosses and lichens
on these trees followed the drainage
patterns of rainwater down their
trunks and branches, and reflected on
the relationship between processes of
growth, dysfunction, death and decay
that contributed to their evocative
appearance. We were concerned also
by the luxuriant growth of bracken,

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Alan demonstrates mycelial cords

Snowdrops - Becky Morris
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bramble, young trees and other
understory that blocked our access to
them. This exemplifies one of the
great difficulties facing managers of
our forests in these times when the
expectations of the public for access
and recreation have been increased
but their ability or willingness to
contribute to what needs to be done
has decreased. The increased growth
of understory is due to the thinning
out and removal of trees around the
ancient ones, which has allowed more
sunlight to penetrate to ground level.
To remove this growth without

voluntary effort from the
public is very expensive.

Eventually, we made our
way out onto the
‘Charcoal Burners Road’
where we met Dr Jack
Oliver, who informed us
helpfully and in some
detail how to recognise the
two native species of oak
and their hybrids and
varieties that can be found
in the forest – as well as
the non-native ‘Turkey
Oak’. We returned
through the forest back to
our starting point for a
latish lunch, which some
of us ate sitting around
Thornhill Pond, where
water soldier and fringed
water lilies were seen,
amongst other pond life.
We then drove on to our
afternoon destination and
were led hastily along a

cleared forest path to the base of one
of the oldest oak trees in the forest,
perhaps dating back to Saxon times
and with a circumference at 1.5 m of
10.8 metres – the ‘Big Bellied Oak’.
Amongst other things we admired on
this old pollard was an outcrop of
‘beefsteak fungus’, Fistulina
hepatica, on its flanks. We wandered
more slowly back through the forest
to our cars, admiring more
magnificent oak trees and a specimen
of the blusher, Amanita rubescens,
along the way. But this wasn’t quite
the end of the day for a group of

about 15 of us, who walked on to
Cadley Church, now a private home,
where we were met by Rosemary
Davies. Rosemary showed us around
the graveyard and her garden, where
over 120 species of colourful wax
caps and other fungi have been
recorded over the last 25 years or so
since I last met her (but that is
another story). We saw several red,
yellow and blackening wax caps and
some ‘white spindles’ (Clavaria
vermicularis) as well as a little yellow
brittle-gill, which my faltering
memory eventually decided was
Russula solaris, quite a rare species.
Hence an already very enjoyable day
ended on a high note.

Alan Rayner
Photographs by Tom Cairns:

The Big Belly Oak
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22 September 2013

Stourhead
Leader: Penny Lee

Ten of us, plus two children, enjoyed
a very pleasant day on the Stourhead
National Trust estate, guided by our
member Penny Lee, who also works
there.

We met at Alfred’s Tower and took
the middle one of the three valleys
which go down to the lakes.  Much of
this walk was through dense
coniferous plantations of Sitka Spruce
and Western Red Hemlock, but our
sunny track made possible the growth
of many acid and damp-loving plants.
Occasional Commas and Silver-
washed Fritillaries livened the
morning, and of the many fungi we
identified Tricholomopsis rutilans
(Plums and Custard fungus),
Hypholoma fasciculare (Sulphur
Tuft), Scleroderma citrinum
(Common Earthball), and Agaricus
campestris (Field Mushroom).

Ferns were of course prolific and
included Athyrium filix-femina (Lady
Fern), some very large, Blechnum
spicant (Hard Fern), Dryopteris
dilatata (Broad Buckler Fern), and we
spent time separating the Scaly Male-
ferns; here we had Dryopteris borreri
with its dull fronds and pinnules with
a large ‘tooth’ on each apical shoulder
(With D. affinis the fronds are shiny
and pinnules are blunter without the
above feature).  Later in the afternoon
we found Polypodium vulgare and P.
interjectum (Common and Western
Polypody) growing on the same dead
log. Asplenium ruta-muraria and A.
adiantum-nigrum (Wall Rue and
Black Spleenwort) were also seen.

With Sharon Pilkington unexpectedly
able to join us at the last minute we
were able to share her mossy heaven!
Phrases such as “that moss looks
happy”, or “this is the sticky-out
moss” (Cryphaea heteromalla) which
has obvious upright fertile shoots,
were heard. Rhytidiadelphus loreus is
usual only in the north and west and
is rare in Wiltshire. So too was
Plagiothecium undulatum, which

Sharon called “the squashed green
worm moss”, which it resembled.
Polytrichum formosum had a
memory-hint in its name as the
capsules were distinctly 4-angled,
distinguishing it from P. commune
which is less so.

A tiny ephemeral liverwort, again rare
in Wiltshire, was Riccia glauca.  This
is an acid-soil indicator as were many
other plants we saw such as
Deschampsia flexuosa (Wavy Hair
Grass), Calluna vulgaris (Heather),
[you included here Hypericum
tetrapterum (Square-stalked St
John’s-wort), but I think this indicates
damp rather than acid soil – RA] and
the little treasure Hypericum
humifusum (Trailing St John’s-wort),
again a Wiltshire rarity.

Sedges included Carex remota, C.
spicata, C. ovalis (now C. leporina)
and C. pendula, but we couldn’t
safely separate the Luzula spp.

More showy plants were
Ceratocapnos claviculata (Climbing
Corydalis), Galeopsis tetrahit
(Common Hemp-nettle), Persicaria
hydropiper (Water Pepper) with its
delayed-action strong pepper taste,
Gnaphalium uliginosum (Marsh
Cudweed) and Lycopus europaeus
(Gypsywort).

Sharon showed us her fool-proof way
to distinguish Ulex europaeus
(Common Gorse) from U. gallii

(Western Gorse), which was here: U.
gallii has a minute scale bract at the
base of the flower stalk which is
narrower than the stalk itself (in U.
europaeus it is wider).

We lunched in a ruined mill, finding
Aphanes australis (Slender Parsley-
piert) on the walls.

After lunch we walked into Stourhead
gardens joining the Sunday crowds,
and some of us enjoying the several
visiting choirs singing by the lake,
and then made our way out up the
furthest valley to get back to Alfred’s
Tower.  On the way by the lake was
Scutellaria galericulata (Skullcap),
Ranunculus omiophyllus (Round-
leaved Water Crowfoot), Glyceria
declinata (Small Sweet-grass) and
floating in the water Lemna gibba
(Fat Duckweed), L. trisulca (Ivy-
leaved Duckweed) and the recently
recognised Red Duckweed (First UK
record 2007), L. turionifera.

Our thanks to Penny Lee for a most
worthwhile day and we were further
rewarded with an ice cream and a
share of wonderful veg. from
Sharon’s garden.

David Pickering

Snowdrops - Becky Morris

Alfred’s Tower
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Dodder on Porton
Ranges

On Porton Ranges and just within
Wiltshire, Anne Appleyard and Sue
Fitzpatrick found an extensive patch of
Cuscuta epithymum in 2012.  The area
could not be described as prime chalk
grassland, it was disturbed by rabbits
and infested by Ragwort (Senecio
jacobea).  The site was revisited in July
2013 and the area was found to be much
more extensive.  Apart from the sheer
size of the populations – how do you
judge what constitutes a plant? – the
range of species on which it was
parasitic was also very surprising.
Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Ragwort
and Blue Fleabane (Erigeron acris)
were commonly used together with
Bird’s Foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus)
and Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum).
Quite probably there were more.  It
certainly uses Rockrose (Helianthemum
nummularium) on other chalk
downlands that I have visited, but not at
Porton, as far as we know.  Last year,
2012, six patches were also found on the
ranges within Hampshire.  Tony
Mundell, the BSBI recorder for VC12,
was amazed at the number of apparent
host plants and took samples home for
examination under his microscope.  He
was able to confirm that the haustoria
(root-like growths of the parasite)
penetrate the tissues of no fewer than
twenty different species, one of which,
Eyebright Euphrasia nemorosa, is itself
a hemi-parasite.  The full list of species
which act as hosts is provided at the end
of this article.

I would welcome knowing more about
this plant.  My mind goes back to the A
level botany course and seeing
microscope slides of cross-sections of
the plant which showed how its
haustoria tap the conductive tissues of
the host plants to obtain nutrients and
water.  I have often thought that, since it
has no true roots, it is a waste of
resources if it is solely annual, as some
books suggest, and has to make such
connections each growing season, even
when the common hosts are gorse (Ulex
spp.) and heather (Calluna vulgaris)
with permanent, woody tissues.

Reading the Millennium Atlas 1 I see
that it is sometimes, but rarely, perennial
and that a wide range of hosts is known.
On chalk downland wild thyme (Thymus
polytrichus) is most common.   Further
habitats where it can be found (in
addition to heathland) include fixed sand
dunes and arable crops.  The distribution
of the species is also interesting: it is a
plant of southern England but fails to
occur to any extent in the eastern parts.
Could this be attributed to the colder
winter months and failure to survive?

As is often the case, the older text books
give greater detail.  Vines and Rees
(1959) 2 states that C. epithymum, unlike
the larger C.  europaea, is able to
perennate on any of its hosts that,
themselves, perennate above ground.
Apparently the plant forms tubercles
where the two stems are in contact and
these remain throughout the winter.  In
spring new haustoria develop at these
points and tap the vascular tissues of the
host.  Information on the Kew website 3

suggests that these tubercles are in fact
galls, the product of the host tissues.

When I first saw the plants on such a
variety of hosts on Porton Ranges I
began to think that this might be
evolution in action.  Now, having dug a
little more deeply, I feel that I am
simply rediscovering information that
has been known for quite some time.
What’s new?

Plants which Cuscuta parasitises
in VC12 (Hants):

Thymus polytrichus
Lotus corniculatus
Clinopodium vulgare
Hypericum perforatum
Veronica chamaedrys
Agrimonia eupatoria
Euphrasia nemorosa
Galium album
Viola hirta
Bromopsis erecta
Succisa pratensis
Senecio jacobaea
Sanguisorba minor
Vicia cracca
Festuca rubra
Potentilla reptans
Veronica officinalis
Galium verum
Scorzoneroides autumnalis
Cirsium acaule

Pat Woodruffe (text and photos)

References
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Plant Samples and
Postage
One of the best parts of a county
recorder’s responsibilities is getting to
see and help name other people’s
botanical finds. I welcome the
opportunity to do this and would
always encourage anybody not sure of
what they’ve found to contact me for
help.

Here are a few pointers about posting
plants that mean your specimens next
season should arrive promptly and in
good condition.

Plants decay surprisingly quickly in
the moist confines of an envelope or
packet so unless you can get your
sample in the post immediately please
consider either (i) keeping it fresh in
the fridge or a vase of water for a few
days or (ii) pressing and drying it
before sending it. Second class post
really is just that these days; it’s quite
normal for these items to take up to 5
days to reach me so please, always
use a first class stamp if you are
sending fresh material. As I also work
away from home quite frequently in
the summer months it’s advisable to
email or telephone me before you
send any fresh plants to make sure I’ll
be there to receive them.

Some plants should always be sent
fresh. These include certain aquatic
species, for example fine-leaved
pondweeds and duckweeds. These
should be kept damp, in the same way
as stonewort algae (charophytes). For
these plants I recommend washing off
as much mud/detritus as possible then
placing them between several damp
(but not sodden) sheets of good
quality kitchen roll. Please don’t use
toilet-roll or cotton wool as the fibres
get tangled in the plants. They should
then be sealed carefully in a
watertight container (top-seal
polybags are ideal) and sent in a jiffy-
bag or other robust envelope.

It’s also important to send me a
decent quantity of the plant. It can be
very frustrating to receive only a
shoot tip and a flower if I need other
parts of the plant to make a confident

identification. Clearly, common sense
must prevail here and I would never
advocate taking anything that might
be less than common, but if there is
plenty of it, please send at least one
entire leafy stem, with flowers/fruits
(if present). For common grasses,
sedges, rushes and allied plants,
whole plants (with non-flowering
parts) are most helpful.

Our postman will no longer knock at
the door to collect money for an
underpaid or oversized item. In the
summer, I am always very busy with
my job and have very little time to
drive or cycle down to our sorting
office to collect underpaid items.
Items placed in small envelopes (max
240mm x 165mm) are regarded as
letters and need only a standard stamp
unless they weigh more than 100g or
if they are more than 5mm thick, in
which case they are regarded as large
letters and will require a large letter
stamp. Please don’t chance a letter
stamp on an envelope that is
borderline large letter – the Royal
Mail will impound it and I won’t
collect it.

Many thanks for your help and I look
forward to receiving more of your
specimens in 2014.

Sharon Pilkington

WBS on Facebook
Wiltshire Botanical Society now
has a Facebook site. If you are on
Facebook already please 'like' us.
If you are not, please cajole or
threaten those who are to 'like'
us. If you have any pictures of
plants from meetings or otherwise
I would love to post them on the
site. Please email them to me at
timdankaye@hotmail.com.
We also have a Twitter account.
Again if you have anything you
think should be 'tweeted' please
contact me in the same way.

Tim Kaye

Bath Natural
History Society
Field Programme:
October 2013-April 2014
Here are the dates for BNHS
meetings.  You can find full
details on
http://www.bathnats.org.uk/

● Sunday 6th October: Lambridge,
Bath

● Saturday 19th October: Bath City
Farm, ‘Autumn Natural History
Day’

● Saturday 26th October: Friary
Woods, Nr. Bath, Fungus Foray

● Saturday 9th November:
Keyhaven,  Hampshire – Coach
Trip

● Wednesday 20th November:
Rainbow Woods, Combe Down,
Bath

● Saturday 7th December:
Smallcombe Cemetery, Bath.

● Saturday 14th December:
Brown’s Folly Nature Reserve,
Geology Trail

● Sunday 5th January: New Year
Walk in Bath – Two Waterways
and Two Parks (From Mayor’s
Guides)

● Monday 13th January (May be
rescheduled to 20th January if
weather poor): Somerset Levels at
Shapwick and Ham Wall Nature
Reserves

● Wednesday 5th February:
Corsham Park, Wiltshire.

● Saturday 15th February: River Exe
Boat Trip, Devon – Coach Trip

● Sunday 23rd February: Elm Farm,
nr Bath

● Wednesday 12th March: Combe
Hay, Bath

● Saturday 29th March: Chew
Valley Lake

● Saturday 12th April: Avon Valley,
Saltford

● Tuesday 29th April: Colliers Way
[National Cycle Route 24],
Radstock

http://www.bathnats.org.uk/
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/bbs/bbs.htm
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/bbs/bbs.htm
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Wessex Bryology
Group Field
Meetings
All meetings start at 10.30am and
finish between 3pm and 4pm.
Contact Andrew Branson tel: 01747
838223; e-mail
Andrew@britishwildlife.com or
Sharon Pilkington tel: 01373 827074;
e-mail:
sharon.pilkington1@btinternet.com.

● October 26th 2013 - Rufus Stone
and Stricknage Wood, New
Forest.  Old woodland and scarce
western species

● November 17th 2013 - Hawk’s-
moor and Adcombe Hill,
Blackdown Hills, Somerset  Acid
and calcareous woodland, deep
valleys and streams.

● December 8th 2013 - Durlston
NNR and Country Park, Dorset.
Coastal limestone grassland and
exposed rock

● February 16th 2014 - Westonbirt
Arboretum and Silk Wood, North
Wiltshire. Epiphytes on trees and
communities of walls, buildings,
limestone grassland and disturbed
ground.

● March 16th 2014 - Porton Down,
South Wiltshire.  Producing a
who’s who of chalk grassland
specialists. Booking is essential
and numbers will be limited to 12.
Please email your name, date of
birth and car make and registration
details to Sharon no later than
February 16th 2014.

● April 13th 2014 - Burrington
Combe, North Somerset. Rich in
bryophytes of woodland,
limestone grassland and crags.

Full details on the BBS website: go to
“Local Meetings” from http://rbg-
web2.rbge.org.uk/bbs/bbs.htm

Bluff your way in
Botany
A friend of mine once secured a high-
profile computer job on the strength
of a first class degree from Plymouth
University. The one problem being
that he had no degree having dropped
out in the second year. His employers
however never thought to check and
his career had lift-off. Now, I am not
going to suggest that this kind of
behaviour is to be admired, but a lot
of people seem to experience some
degree of boasting above their actual
abilities. Others amongst us do not
want our pathetic egos shattered and
our ambitions trampled underfoot. I
thought I would quickly compile
ways the relatively inexperienced can
obfuscate, deflect and bamboozle
their way out of a botanical
conundrum.

1. Appearance is very important in
botany, and yet it isn’t at all if
you see what I mean. Shabby,
grey formless clothes are best
out in the field. No botanist
worth their salt would ever wear
spandex or luminous colours. It
is also preferable to grow a
beard. If you are a woman and
into botany you may find this a
problem;  perhaps a stick on
beard can be a substitute.

2. Equipment. You will need a
hand lens or quite possibly about
ten of various hues and designs.
You will also need a handbook
which you should immediately
break the spine, fold down some
of the corners as marker pages,
scribble obscure dates on pages
and coat the whole thing in a
thin veneer of dirt.

3. Now out in the field it can get a
bit trickier and someone at some
point will ask you your esteemed
opinion concerning the identifi-
cation of a particular plant. Here
there a multiple ways of getting
out of this if you don’t know.
The first is to pretend not to
hear.

4. This is unlikely to bear fruit as
the people you are out with are
eminently enthusiastic and will
want an answer. A popular one

is to mull it over slowly (never
rush, always deliberate with bot-
any otherwise people will think
you slapdash) and proclaim it’s a
‘garden escape’ and as such
could be practically anything.
You can follow this up by stat-
ing that you are not a horticul-
turist, though this might be
laying it on a bit thick.

5. The other very popular one is to
state that it’s a hybrid. You don’t
even need to say what plant hy-
brid it is. There are numerous
hybrids to plants that for years
many of us thought were only
one species.

6. In all this it is good to talk only
in Latin. If anyone asks you can
say that you don’t know the
common name and this makes
you seem very erudite and
learned. However you must
know a smattering of Latin to
make this plausible.  Species
name is best to be given as this
shorthand will make you look
very knowledgeable. Good ones
to use are ‘japonica’, ‘arvensis’,
‘vulgaris’ or perhaps just make
one up and add ‘is’ on the end –
no one will ever know.

7. If anyone questions you on this,
you can state that it’s all in the
latest Dutch journal and haven’t
they read it yet?

8. Another ruse if the group you
are with are not too experienced
is to make something up com-
pletely. Just think of a habitat
type and combine it with an ad-
jective and the word ‘wort’.
Dune hairywort for instance. If
someone happens to look it up in
the guide an finds it is not there,
then you can always state that’s
in ‘Sell and Murrell’!

9. You could muse over the plant
in question and take it home for
further examination saying that
you want to look at sepals, peri-
anths, staminodes or something.

10. At all times you must mutter
phrases such as ‘good ruderal
habitat’, bit of enrichment there’
or ‘nice CG3’.

11. Play for time. Exclaim loudly
about another plant you have
seen or an insect or giant anteat-

http://www.bathnats.org.uk/
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/bbs/bbs.htm
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/bbs/bbs.htm
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News of the Year
● We had a delightful three days

along the coast in Dorset (see the
reports in this newsletter).
Thanks to Anne Appleyard for
organising the trip and looked
after us.   She has arranged a
residential field trip annually
from 2007, but has now decided
to take a break.

● Pat Woodruffe produced
wonderful programmes of
outdoor and indoor meetings
from 2002 until this summer.
She has now given up the job,
but is organising our residential
visit to the Peak District in June
2014.

● Jane Brown and Paul Darby have
taken over as meetings
organisers (for a year, at least)
and have produced a winter
programme of walks and indoor
meetings for 2013/2014.  Let’s
hope that snowfalls this year will
be pretty, but not block the
roads.

● Rosemary Duckett had been
secretary since 2003, but has
now handed on to Alison
Robinson.

● Tim Kaye has produced a shiny
new website for WBS.  It should
go live soon.  Also see his article
about Facebook and Twitter.

● Records for the Atlas Updating
Project are pouring in – around
100,000 since the beginning of
2010.  Only another 900,000 to
go!  More news on 1 December
at Langford Lakes.

● The BSBI has emphasised its
inclusion of Ireland by changing
its name from the Botanical
Society of the British Isles to the
Botanical Society of Britain and
Ireland, thus cleverly remaining
the BSBI.

er. This should distract them
long enough.

12. If you notice a plant and have
no idea what it is – ignore it and
lead others away from it.

13. To make yourself look more
skilled than you actually are
you can mention specific dates
or locations where you have
seen particular plants. Good
locations are The Burren, Ben
Lawers, Breckland or perhaps
an overseas location such as
Hungary or South Africa?

14. You can mention having seen
any rare plant  as no one can
prove otherwise, but perhaps
avoid saying you have seen a
Ghost orchid recently especially
if it’s in Melksham town centre.

15. Bury your nose in the flora
guide book at all times. You
can hide there, safe in your own
pathetic ignorance.

16. Do not however, attempt to
identify a plant by flipping
through every page from front
to back. This makes you look
very inept!

17. If your fellow botanists are the
particularly questioning types
go for a scramble away from
them on scree slope or fetid
marsh. They will think you are
very adventurous for trying to
find something ‘rare’.

So there you go, a few tips for
survival out in the intellectual
wilderness. With these few points
you need never learn any more than
you already have!

Tim Kaye You can download this newsletter (and other recent newsletters) in
colour from http://www.southwilts.com/site/WBS/Newsletters.htm
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