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Wiltshire Atlas Updating Project 
Species Recording Guidance 
 
What to record: 

 
• Native species 
• Archaeophytes  
• Neophytes 
• Casuals 
• Invasive aliens 
• Apomictic species (optional) 
• Hybrids (optional) 
• Stoneworts (optional) 

 
More details: 
Category 
 

Criteria / definitions Examples 

Natives All populations of native higher 
plants including grasses, ferns and 
horsetails.  
 
Where species are known to be 
outside their native range please 
note as likely introductions. 
 
 

Fringed water-lily Nymphoides peltata is 
often planted in ponds but is considered 
native only in the Thames valley and East 
Anglian fens. Mark Wiltshire populations 
as ‘probably introduced’.  
 
Most roadside halophytes such as Lesser 
Sea-spurrey Spergularia marina are also 
native (usually saltmarsh plants) but have 
spread onto inland roads by themselves so 
do not need qualification.  
 

Archaeophytes Species that are probably ancient 
introductions but are known to 
have been established in the British 
wild by AD 1500 and are regarded 
as honorary natives.  
 
Many of these species are weeds of 
arable fields. All apparently self-
sustaining populations of such 
species should be recorded, but 
care should be taken with regard 
to the current fashion for sowing 
flower-rich field margins and game 
strips.  

Venus’s Looking-glass Legousia hybrida - a 
frequent farmland archaeophyte in 
Wiltshire. 
 
Cornflower Centaurea cyanus is now very 
rare as a true archaeophyte, but is 
frequently sown in field margins under e.g. 
agri-environment schemes.  
 
Such deliberate introductions of 
archaeophytes should be either not 
recorded (and treated as crop plants) or 
their provenance should be noted to 
prevent confusion with genuine 
archaeophyte populations. 
 

Neophytes Recent (post AD 1500) 
introductions to our native flora.  
 
Record all neophyte populations 
that are reproducing, spreading or 
long-established in the wild (but 
see also Casuals). 

Well-established urban aliens e.g. 
Canadian Fleabane Conyza canadensis, Ivy-
leaved Toadflax Cymbalaria muralis and 
Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens.  
 
Also bird-sown aliens e.g. Wall 
Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis.  
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Category 
 

Criteria / definitions Examples 

Casuals  Neophytes that rarely reproduce in 
the wild, spread from their point of 
introduction or persist for long.  
 
Includes many garden throw-outs 
and short-lived self-sown plants. 
Only record these plants where 
they are growing in the wild. 

Bird-seed aliens and garden annuals e.g. 
Common Amaranth Amaranthus 
retroflexus, Cockspur Echinochloa crus-galli 
and Garden Lobelia Lobelia erinus.  
 
Short-lived introductions of garden plants 
e.g. Lamb’s-ear Stachys byzantina. 
 
It is helpful if the probable origins of such 
plants is noted e.g. ‘garden throw-out’. 
 

Invasive aliens Thuggish neophytes with known 
invasive tendencies listed on 
Schedule 9 of the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended).  
 
Please record with 6 or 8 figure 
grid references to aid future 
relocation/ control. 
 

Terrestrial species e.g. Japanese 
Knotweed Fallopia japonica or Indian 
(Himalayan) Balsam Impatiens glandulifera.  
 
Aquatic species e.g. New Zealand 
Pigmyweed Crassula helmsii and Nuttall’s 
Waterweed Elodea nuttallii. 

Optional 
Apomictic 
species 

Tricky genera which form swarms 
of ‘microspecies’. It is fine to 
record these as an aggregate.  
 
Few people have the skills required 
to accurately identify apomicts to 
species.  
 

Dandelions Taraxacum, hawkweeds 
Hieracium, eyebrights Euphrasia, brambles 
Rubus and whitebeams Sorbus. 
 

Hybrids Interspecific or intergeneric hybrids 
of native species or neophytes. 
 
Please record these only where 
you are confident about 
identification features, or where 
you have received confirmation by 
an expert.  

Salix x reichtardtii – this is a common but 
under-recorded hybrid between Grey and 
Goat Willow. 
 
Notable hybrids should be given a 6 or 8 
figure grid reference e.g. Tuberous Thistle 
x Dwarf Thistle = Cirsium x medium. Also 
any invasive hybrids e.g. Montbretia 
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora.  
 

Stoneworts Species of macroalgae in the family 
Characeaea.  
 
Please feel free to record these but 
only if you have the expertise to 
do so. Alternatively send 
specimens to Sharon Pilkington or 
another specialist for identification. 

Species of Chara, Nitella, Tolypella etc. 
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What not to record: 
 

• Crop plants  
• Commercial or ornamental trees 
• Garden plants 

 
More details: 
Category 
 

Criteria  Example 

Crop Plants Obviously planted cereal/root/leaf 
crops or biofuels  
 

Obviously planted cereal or root crops. 
 
Giant Silver-grass/Elephant-grass 
Miscanthus x giganteus 

Deliberately 
planted 
commercial or 
ornamental trees 
and shrubs 
 

Trees or shrubs that have clearly 
been deliberately planted such as 
those in commercial plantations or 
amenity woodlands. It is fine to 
record saplings that have originated 
from such plantings where they 
have spread into adjacent habitats. 
 
Shrubs planted for landscaping 
purposes should not be recorded 
unless they have spread into semi-
natural habitat. 
 

Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris in military 
woodlands planted for training purposes 
on Salisbury Plain. Pioneering pine 
seedlings that have spread into adjoining 
grassland should however be recorded. 
 
Red-osier Dogwood Cornus sericea is often 
planted in new developments. It can 
sucker prolifically and where naturalised 
should be recorded. 

Deliberately 
planted 
ornamental or 
native herbs and 
grasses 

Plantings in parks, gardens and 
landscaped developments, 
commercial estates. Includes both 
native and ornamental species. 
 
Do not record unless it is clear 
that a species has become 
naturalised away from its point of 
introduction. 

Soft Lady’s-mantle Alchemilla mollis is very 
commonly planted in gardens and 
municipal plantings where it should not be 
recorded. However, its seedlings readily 
disperse into semi-natural habitats where 
it should be recorded as a neophyte. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


