
St. Mel’s 
Parish Center

You are invited to help 
support our much needed  

Parish Center. 

Just as in the early days of St. Mel’s 
beginnings, we count on God’s grace and 
the goodness of His people for support in 
raising the needed funds to successfully 
build and furnish our new parish center. 
To augment our savings for this project, 
our goal is to raise $750,000. 

All members of St. Mel’s are asked to 
consider gifts above and beyond what 
they give in their annual offerings and 
contributions. Any pledge amount is 
welcome. We thank you for your financial 
gifts and prayers, knowing that God is 
never outdone in generosity.

Together we can

Build The Vision

St. Mel’s 
Catholic Church

4745 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Fair Oaks, CA  95628

(916) 967-1229
www.stmelchurch.org

St. Mel’s Catholic Church

Building The Vision

Our Fund Raising
Campaign

Please ask for your pledge card 
from our parish office or pick one 
up in the vestibule of the church.

All gifts are tax deductible. 

 “Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock.  If 
anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door, 
I will enter his house 

and dine with him, and 
he with me.”

Revelation 3:20,
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Build the Vision

“A new Parish Center is vital 
to preserving and renewing 
parish life through strong 

and active ministries. 
Please pray for our success.”

~Father McSweeney

St. Mel’s Parish Center

Together we can
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Our Lady’s Help
A novena to our Mother of Perpetual Help was 
prayed regularly by the early parishioners and 
is still practiced at St. Mel’s today. Parish life is 
sustained by the real presence of our Lord in the 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel now celebrating over 
twenty years since first instituted by former pastor 
Father Richard Doheny.

It was the vision of Father Richard Doheny to 
use the property across the street from St. Mel’s 
school to one day build a parish activity center and 
community hall.
 
That day has come. 
It is the desire of our
current pastor, Father 
Liam McSweeney to 
fulfill this dream.

The Early Days 
of St. Mel’s

The spiritual vitality and commitment of the 
St. Mel’s parishioners dates back to the origins 
of St. Mel’s mission building in old Fair Oaks on 
Bridge Street, built in 1923.  In 1948 St. Mel’s was 
established as its own parish and that commitment 
continued.  

Construction of the St. Mel’s church complex, as 
we know it today, was begun by Father Horgan in 
1958 and continued until our present church was 
completed under his guidance in 1974.  Throughout 
the construction process, St. Mel’s parishioners 
responded generously with their time, talents and 
resources.

Our Need
Principles of good stewardship call for a Catholic 
parish to look to our future. As our parish family 
grows and involvement in our various ministries 
and activities flourish, there is often a need for 
space to accommodate our groups. Often times we 
are challenged for space for meetings, for parish 
celebrations, and for special events in the lives of 
our parishioners. A new center will also provide 
much needed office space for our priests and 
deacons.

The Vision
During the past year a parish building committee, 
headed by our pastor Father McSweeney, visited 
many neighboring parish facilities for ideas and 
inspiration for our new center. We hired a very 
talented architectural and engineering team that 
listened carefully to our needs and designed a 
beautiful parish center building that will serve the 
St. Mel’s community for years to come. Help make 
the vision a reality. Make your donation today.

Parish Center Features
• Spacious hall for  

parish receptions and celebrations

• Pre-gathering space

• Four functional offices

• A full commercial kitchen

• Conference room

• Full storage and audio/video room

• Beautiful landscaped patio

•Handicapped accessible

• Lighted and landscaped parking


