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Remodeled clubhouse caps upgrades

Oak Cliff facility tops
ews'state rankings
for second straight year

By MARK KAZLOWSKI
Staff Writer
mika ZowskiGdalanews.com

In early May, Dennis
Barnes and David Denley
could see the lightat the end of
the tunnel, and it had twlhmg
to do with the

the chairman of the clubs
board, said with a hint of re-
lief. He added later that he was
in the third and final — with
emphasis on final — year as
chairman. That doesn’t mean
they've put away the rakes and
shovels.

While they maintained so-
cial distancing at the club,
Barnes and Denley, the gener-
al manager, each said dunng
the telephone interview that

pamlcmn
eries of significant pro-
_|u.l.s at Dallas National Golf
Club was coming to an end
with the opening of the re-
modeled clubhouse at the Oak
Cliff course that opened in
2002. That came on the heels
of the addition of a new 19th-
hole lounge area. That work
was preceded by major im-
provements to the driving
range, the addition of a game
improvement center and a Sub
Airsystem under the greens to
hdp keep the bentgrass
healthy.

“This is the last of the iden-
tified major projects” Barnes,

the club is itted to con-
tinuous improvement.

It is that dedication to e
cellence that helped make
Dallas National the No. 1
course in Texas for the second
year in a row in voting by 94
Dallas Morning News panel
members.

The Clubs at Houston Oaks
was second, moving up two
spots from the 2019 rankings
and passing No. 3 Whispering
Pines, which had been first or
second since 2006.

Blugack National Golf
Club, the course in Montgom-
ery designed by Tiger Woods
and Beau Welling, dropped a
spot to No. 4, and Escondido
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A view of No. 10 at Dallas National Golf Club. It was named
the No.1course in Texas for the second year inarow in
voting by 94 Daflas Morning News panel members.

Golfand Lake Club, which like
Dallas National is a Tom Fazio
design, rounded out the top
five.

Chet Williams was respon-
sible for the design of Houston
Oaks, which opened in 2017,
and Whispering Pines. Hous-
ton Oaks isa luxury real estate
dewlopment on the grounds
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of the former Tennwood Golf
Club, a recreational getaway
created for Tenneco emplayees
and their families in the 1950s.

“For the Houston area, it'sa
beautiful piece of property”
Williams said of the course 35
miles northwest of downtown
Houston. “T'm very proud of
it”

Williams, who formerly
worked for Nicklaus Dc\lgn.
borrowed from Jack Nicklaus®

philosophy when he designed
Houston Oaks.

“Something Jack taught me
was to create some fun, inter-
esting golf holes that have
some strategy tothem to make
you think” he said. “That’s
what Houston Oaks has all
rolled up into one”

The hundreds of mature
aiks played a key role in the
design. The fairways are gen-
erous, but the positioning of
the trees requires a careful tee
shot to have an unimpededop-
portunity to hit the green.

“There are sections of the
fairway that are better than
others” Williams said. “The
average golfer doesnt even
think about the strategy”

Williams was driving to
‘Whispering Pines for a site vis-
it when he was reached by
phane. The course near Trinity
is getting new zoysia fairways
and Bermuda Tiff Eagle
greens, It will mark the first
major changes to the greens
since the course debuted in

1999, Typically, greens are
done every 15 years or less.
Common Bermuda was en-
croaching on the hybrid Ber-
muda in the fairways.

“We had inferior grass”
head pro Chris Rowe said
while praising zoysia for its re-
silience. “It’s going to beso, so
much better.

“The course was't stale at
all. The main reason to redo it
was the age of the golfcourse”

The zoysia sod was being
laid in May, the greens will be
sprigged by July 1 and the
course is scheduled to open
the first weekend in October.

Rowe recalled the day last
fall when he, Williams, super-
intendent Michael Dieckhoff
and course owner Corby Rob-
ertson spent five hours on the
grounds discussing what they
would want to do with each
hole and came up with a wish
list.

“When we got done, I came
out of here giddy” Rowe said.
“This place is going to be so
awesome”

Twitter: @markkazlowski
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Bewitchers & bedevilers

The Texas Golf 2020 panel members don’t
agree on everything, but they agreed on one
thing,

Four par-5 holes from across the state were
voted to the lists of most beautiful holes and the
best holes. Austin Country Club’s No. 3, Dallas
National’s No 10, Walden Golf Clubs No. 1l and
Whispering Pines’ No. 17 intrigued the pand
members.

Two par 3s and four par 4s also appear on
both lists.

Mark Kazlows ki

D Squared Productions.
The par-4 No. 6 at Black Jack’s Crossing
Golf Course in Lajitas has the mountains of
Big Bend National Park as a backdrop.

Texas’ most beautiful 18
Course Location Hole Par
CordilleraRanch Boemne % 3
Omni BartonCreek* Austin 9.3
The HillsCC Austin 73
Whis pering Pines Trinity 4 3
Austin CC Austin B 4
Black Jack's Crossing Lajitas 6 4
Black Jack’s Cros sis Lajitas 14 4
I Boot Ranch Fredericksburg 100 4 I
Cimarron Hills Georgetown B 4
Dallas National Dallas 9 4
UT Golf Club Austin B 4
‘Whis pering Pines Trinity 1A
Whis pering Pines Trinity 5 4
Whis pering Pines Trinity B 4
Austin Country Club Austin 35
Dallas National Dallas 10 5
o Chub vy ns
Whis pering Pines Trinity s

*Fazio Foothills Course

HOW THE RATINGS ARE DONE

The rankings you see in this
section are a team effort. The
94 Dallas Morning Newspanel
members (listed below) were
givena ballot of 288 courses
and askedtoratethemona
-point scale. Panel members
are golf golf

Not eventhemost avid
golferhas played all 288 cours-
es,and the first marching order
all panel members aregivenis
to vote only forthe courses
they have played, preferably
within the last five years. We

couse architects, superin-
tendents, people involved inthe
golfcourse industry andama-
teurs. Many of the amateurs
compete instatewide and
national events, and others
have GHINindexes north of 10.

g hof the panel
membersa listof criteriato
consider (alsolisted below)
when rating. These criteriaare
similar towhat national golf
publications use.

The votes are tabulated. and
aprocess known as winsor-

ization is used toaccount for
outliers — high and low — to
smooth the data. Because not
everycourse is rated by every
panel member, we determined
thata course must receive
votes from at least13% ofthe
panel members (12 people this
year)tobe eligible for Top100
consideration. The standards
areslightly lower for the top-50
public courses andthethree
lists of public courses broken
down by price points.

Mark Kazlowski

COURSE RATING CRITERIA

VERSATILITY: Does the course create agood mix
for the highand low handicappers? Are better
players challenged, while the high handicappers
are able to enjoy playthrough the use of shorter

about the course? Doone or two holes stand out
asgreatorbad?

BEAUTY: Do the scenic values addtothe pleasure
of around? Trees, shrubs, hills, mounds. flowers,

Tom Fox/Staff Photographer
The No.18 at Stonebridge Country Club’s
Dye Course in McKinney is a challenging
and picturesque par4.

Texas’ best18 holes

Course Location Hole Par
CordileraRanch Boerne 6 3
Dallas National Dallas 53
TheHilsCC Austin 73
Whispering Pines Trinity 15 3
Cimarron Hills Georgetown 18 4
The Chubs at Houston Oaks Hockley 4
Collonial CC FortWorth 54
Dallas National Dallas 8 4
Dallas National Dallas 9 4
Stonebridge RanchCC®  MeKinney 8 2
Whispering Pines Trinity ® 4
Whispering Pines Trinity B 4
b o The 7 4
The WoodiandsCC™ The Woodlands 18 4
Austin Country Cub Austin 35
DallasNational Dallas 10 5
Wakden Golf Chuib Montgomery ns
Whispering Pines Trinity 75

*Dye Course; *"Tournament Course

Patrick Koenig/Whispering Pines Golf Club
rwin Tempsen/Staff Photogranher No 17 at Whispering Pines Golf Club in Trin-

The par-3 No. 7 at The Hills Country Club in Austin isa perennial favorite for its beauty and ity was among the four par-5 holes voted
the challenge that a stream and waterfall in front of the green provide.

the best and most beautiful.

TEMPEST

GOLF CLUB
WElEiRE BEAUTY
WLEE TS CEALLENCE
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teeingareas, alternate routes, location of hazards
and accessible pins?

SHOTMAKING: Does it test accuracy. finesse,
lengthand putting without putting too much
emphasis on any of these skills?

DESIGN: Is there a good balance? Differing
lengths? Doglegs right and left? Placement of
hazards? Contours and shapes of greens?
AFTERTHOUGHTS: How much do you remember

etc?

MAINTENANCE: How would you rate the course
conditions, factoringin all aspects —tees, greens,
fairways, bunkers? Spring, summer, fall or winter
when viewed?

ENJOYMENT: How do you feel about being at the
course? What about the amenities? From arrival
to departure, was it a good.bad or indifferent golf
experience?
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