
1. Net metering 101:

Q. What is the best time of year for an anniversary date?

A. The best option for most solar customers is to 
reconcile in the early spring, such as March or April. 
These are the months when your solar energy system 
begins to produce more power than you use, which 
allows you to build up the credit bank for use in the 
summer and the forthcoming short winter days. 

Q. What if I installed my system in the summer or the fall? 
Can I change the anniversary date?

A. Yes! Fortunately, the utility permits you a one time 
anniversary date adjustment, allowing you to change to 
the month of your preference. This is a very simple yet 
important way to maximize your savings from your solar 
energy system. For more information or to reconcile your 
anniversary date, please contact PSEG at 1-800-490-0025 
or ConEd at (212)780-6713.

Sample monthly production and cumulative energy bank 
credits with reconciliation date of March

Month 
 

Usage 
(kWh) 

Production 
(kWh) 

Cumulative 
Energy Bank 

Credits 
March 600 1000 400 
April 500 1400 1300 
May 600 1500 2200 
June 1400 1500 2300 
July  2000 1400 1700 
August 2000 1200 900 
September 1400 1000 500 
October 600 800 700 
November 700 600 600 
December 800 500 300 
January 700 500 100 
February 700 600 0 

 

Q. What happens if my system produces more than I need or not enough energy in a month?

A. The energy production of solar energy systems varies according to the time of year. Due to the amount and 
intensity of sunlight, a system will produce much more power in June than in December. Additionally, the 
electric usage of most homeowners varies according to the time of year. Most homeowners will use more 
electricity in August than April due to air conditioning, pools, etc. 

Because of these two factors, a solar energy system will rarely produce the exact amount of electricity that a 
homeowner uses in a given month. To compensate for this, your utility gives each solar client an “Energy Credit 
Bank.” The bank is shown on your bill and stores extra credits during months of high production/low usage and 
uses them in months of high usage/low production. 

Q. Can I keep banking my credits forever?

A. No. The utility reconciles your annual usage on your anniversary date - typically around the date of your 
original installation. At this time, the utility converts excess kWh produced to dollars, bringing your energy 
credit bank to zero.

Q. Is it better to have credits or dollars?

A. Since the utility pays you out at the wholesale rate (roughly half the retail rate), it is better to use all of your 
credits than to be paid out at your anniversary date. 
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2. Reconciling your anniversary date to maximize benefits:
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