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Five Searchlights on Sin

We are all like actors on a stage. We come 
onto the stage of life, move around from 
one part of it to another, and finally go off 
into the eternal world. But are we aware 
that five searchlights follow us wherever 
we go through life, lighting up what we are 
really like?
One such searchlight is the holiness of God. 
When He shines His absolute moral purity 
into us, we cannot help seeing how morally 
putrid we are inside: full of evil thoughts, 
lustful desires, self-seeking motives and a 
stubborn self-will. If you were to see God’s 
holiness, you would want to hide from His 
presence, and cry out: “Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man.” Has God shown you 
your real self in the light of His holiness?
Another such searchlight is the moral law 
of God. This is summed up in the Ten 
Commandments. When God shines this 
light on us, He lights up what the Bible 
calls “the hidden things of darkness.” 
Then we see how futile it is to excuse and 
justify ourselves, and to pass on the blame 
to others. All our imagined goodness turns 
to filthy rags. When we compare ourselves 



with others, we fancy ourselves to be better than them; 
but when we compare our thoughts, desires, words 
and actions with the standard of God’s law, we find 
ourselves condemned before Him. Is this not so? Do 
you not feel guilty of lying, filthy imaginations, pride 
and unbelief?
A further searchlight on sin is the torments of godless 
people in hell. No one loved souls more than our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Yet no one spoke more frequently than 
He of the terrible torments of the wicked in hell. If we 
were given only a moment’s glimpse of their anguish, 
horror, remorse and despair, we would never want 
to join them. Yet we must realize that God does not 
punish sinners forever unless He judges sin worthy of 
such punishment. Do not hatred, and taking His Name 
in vain, and stealing deserve to be punished as well as 
murder, and rape, and idol worship? Dear reader, has 
God ever awakened you to the awful prospect of God 
justly casting you into hell, because hell is what you 
deserve?
A fourth searchlight on sin is our futile attempts to 
improve ourselves. Sometimes we feel so bad that we 
long to be free from our wretchedness, and struggle 
hard to escape it. We try to pray, but find no relish in 
prayer. We read the Bible, but find it meaningless. We 
strive to live a Christian life, but soon find our efforts 
fail. Our sinful nature remains unchanged. Before 
long, we discover that sin is too strong for us, and 



feel condemned to a life of continued striving against 
sin without the least success. This searchlight brings 
some to despair and even suicide.
Nothing gives us such an awesome sight of sin, 
however, as the sight of Christ crucified. It is at the 
cross, more than anywhere else, that we see just how 
much God hates sin, punishing His only-begotten, 
dearly-beloved Son in our nature. He who Himself 
was without sin lovingly offered Himself to bear the 
sins of others. It is when we look upon Him by faith 
that we cry out with Isaac Ambrose: “Oh, what is that 
cross on the back of Christ? My sins! Oh, what is that 
crown on the head of Christ? My sins! Oh, what is 
that nail in the right hand, and that other in the left 
hand of Christ? My sins! Oh, what is that spear in the 
side of Christ? My sins! And what are those nails and 
wounds in the feet of Christ? My sins! With a spiritual 
eye I see nothing else tormenting Christ, condemn-
ing Christ, executing Christ but sin. Oh, my sins, my 
sins, my sins!” This is the most powerful searchlight 
of all that God uses to show us our sin. Dear reader, 
have you seen your sinfulness in the searchlight of the 
cross of Christ?

You may be sure that if you do not see your sin under 
any of these five searchlights, despite its loathsomeness 
in God’s sight, it is not because there is no sin in you 
to see. It is because you are blind to yourself. The holy



character of God, the commandments of His holy law, 
the dreadful torments of the wicked in hell, the futile 
attempts to make yourself better, and Christ crucified, 
have never shone into your heart with exposing light 
and power. You are still in your sins. And if you remain 
in your sins, you will die in your sins. And if you die 
in your sins, you will be judged in your sins. And if 
you are judged in your sins, you will be condemned 
in your sins. And if you are condemned in your sins, 
you will suffer eternal punishment for your sins. You 
will remain a stranger to grace and to God forever. O 
may you give yourself no rest until you find yourself 
at peace with God through faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  Act on His own gracious invitation: “Come 
unto me” (Matt 11. 28), taking your encouragement 
from the promise: “Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.” (John 6.40) Only by so doing shall you 
be delivered from the guilt and power and punishment 
of sin.
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