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‘Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.’ Romans 3:24.

Introduction
I know of no subject more important than the one contained in our 
text. Justification before God is one of the richest blessings in the 
Covenant of Grace. ‘How should man be just with God?’ (Job 9:2). 
This question must always be of the deepest interest to those who are 
spiritually concerned about the salvation of their souls. The doctrine 
of justification is a foundational doctrine of the Gospel. We need to 
be very careful in speaking about it, for to treat it erroneously would 
be like leaving a defect in the foundation of a building. May the 
infallible Spirit of truth preserve us from all error, and guide us into 
all truth for Christ’s sake.

I desire to bring before you the following chief points:
1. What is justification?
2. What is it to be justified before God?
3. What is it to be justified in the court of conscience?
4. What is it to be justified before men?

1. What is Justification?
When I speak to you of Justification, I mean Justifica tion as it is 
taught us in the Word of God. What is the true Scriptural sense of the 
word Justification? Justification is the esteeming, account ing, 
reckoning and declaring a person righteous. This will appear from 
many Scriptures in which the words “justify,” “justified,” and 
“justification,” are used in contrast with “condemn,” “condemned,” 
and “con demnation.” 
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Take the following: “If there be a con troversy between men, and 
they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then 
they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.” (Deut. 
25:1). Here we have the declaring and pronouncing sentence either 
on the side of the righteous, or against the wicked. Job says, 
“Behold now, I have ordered my cause,” that is, I have ordered 
my cause for trial and for sentence, and “I know that I shall be 
justified,” or I know that sentence will be given in my favour, and 
that I shall be pronounced righteous. (Job 13:18). Solomon also 
shows clearly the meaning of the word “justifying”, that it is pro
nouncing a person righteous on trial. “If any man trespass against 
his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to swear, and the 
oath come before Thine altar in this house: Then hear Thou in 
heaven, and do, and judge Thy servants, condemning the wicked, 
to bring his way upon his head; and justifying the right eous, to 
give him according to his righteousness.” (1 Kings 8:3132). So 
again in Proverbs (18:15): “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that 
condemneth the just, even they both are an abomination to the Lord.” 
It is an abomination to the Lord for a judge to pronounce the wicked 
righteous. And it is also an abomination to the Lord to take away the 
righteousness of the righteous from him. (Isaiah 5:23). 

I shall only give you one reference to the New Testa ment where 
“condemnation” and “justification” are contrasted. In the 5th 
chapter of Romans, “condemnation” is the effect of one man’s 
offence; “justification” is the effect of one man’s obedience and 
righteousness. Adam and Christ are contrasted in this chapter, and 
according as we are connected with either, our standing before 
God is declared. Adam and all in him are offenders, guilty before 
the law, and consequently adjudged to be in a state of 
condemnation. Christ and all in Him are ac cepted of God, 
accounted righteous before the law and consequently declared to 
be in a state of justification. “Judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto 
justification.” From what I have now said, I think you will see 
the Scriptural sense of justification, that it is pronouncing or 
declaring a person righteous.

Before proceeding to our second question, ob serve that there is a 
difference between justification and the pardon of sin. These two 
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subjects are closely connected, and yet there is a difference between 
them. Pardon is not justification; neither is justi fication pardon. A 
person who is pardoned is treated as a transgressor, but a person who 
is justified is declared righteous. A person who is pardoned is freed 
from the obligation of suffering for his crimes, but a person who is 
justified is declared worthy of life. 

To illustrate: “Wisdom is justified of her children.” (Matt. 11:19). 
But wisdom is never said to be pardoned. Christ was “justified in the 
Spirit.” (1 Tim. 3:16). But Christ was never pardoned. God is justified 
in His sayings, but He is never pardoned. Though they can never be 
pardoned, yet a just sentence can be declared on the side of Wisdom, 
of Christ and of God. This is the very essence of justification, and 
differs very strikingly from pardon. 

Paul speaks of pardon and justification as distinct blessings in Acts 
13:3839. In the 38th verse you have the criminal pardoned through 
Christ Jesus: “Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins.” 
And in the 39th verse you have the believer justified by Christ Jesus: 
“And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” The transgressor is 
pardoned in mercy, but the believer is justified in right eousness. What 
then is Justification? It is a person accounted righteous in Christ Jesus 
before God. 

2. What is it to be justified before God?
 “Being justified freely by His grace.” This part of our text discovers 
to us the foundation of our justification in the sight of God. It is the 
grace of God which justifies. Now a person must be justified before 
God either by the law of works or by the law of grace. We are told 
that “by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.’ (Gal. 2:16). 
Why so? Because through the depravity of human nature the law is 
weak to exact perfect obedience to its righteous claims. (Rom. 8:3).

What say the Scriptures? “There is none righteous, no, not one: There 
is none that under standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:1012). Again, 
Paul says, “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
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saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.” (Rom. 3:19). The  
conclusion  at  which  the  apostle arrives is this: “Therefore by the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin.” (Rom. 3:20). 

There is no justification in the court of heaven by doing according to 
the law. If a person is seeking to justify himself before God by the 
works of the law, he is still under its curse, and the wrath of God 
abides upon him. (Gal. 3:10; John 3:36). We must search out some 
other way of justification in God’s sight than by the law of works, 
and this other way is by grace. The righteousness of God is now 
manifested without the law of works in justifying him who be lieves 
in Jesus.

The moving cause in the justification of a sinner is the grace of God. 
There is no cause outside God Himself why He should pardon the 
sinner and pronounce him righteous in Christ Jesus. How often do 
we meet with expressions of this sort: “Being justified by His grace.” 
“By grace are ye saved.” “Saved and called  accord ing to His own 
purpose and grace.” (Titus 3:7; Eph. 2:8; 2 Tim. 1:9).  

Now what do these expressions mean? Do they not set out to us the 
free and unmerited favour of God, as the eternal source of all our 
salvation? And if all our salvation is of grace, then no part of it is of 
works. 

I shall give you two Scriptures in confirmation of what I say. The 
first is in the 34th chapter of Exodus: “And the Lord descended in 
the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 
Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed: The Lord, 
The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
and transgression and sin.” It would be impossible to give you a 
quotation from the Scriptures which more strongly, more fully, and 
more beautifully magnifies the grace of God as the foundation of a 
sinner’s justification. I shall, however, add one from the 2nd chapter 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians: “But God, Who is rich in mercy, for 
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye have been 
saved); and hath raised us up together and made us sit together in 
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heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness to ward us 
through Christ Jesus. For by grace ye have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” (verses 4 to 10.) 

Now, if all our salvation is of grace, then Justification is of grace, for 
it is a pro minent part of salvation. God has, according to His eternal 
purpose and grace which He purposed in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, blessed all His people with all spiritual blessing. But 
Justification is a spiritual blessing, and hence this bless ing was 
purposed to all the elect of God in Christ Jesus from everlasting. 
And if such be the riches of God’s grace, “Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” God’s goodwill, 
free favour, unmerited love and abounding grace, are the sole 
foundation and moving cause of a sinner’s Justifica tion in the court 
of heaven.

Notice again: “Being justified freely by His grace.” This word “freely” 
confirms our view of Justification. Justified “gratuitously”, without 
any merit or cause in us. The idea conveyed by the word “freely” is 
the exclusion of everything in us as the cause of our Justification. 
Our Justification before God is as much a free gift as Christ is a free 
gift. You will see the meaning of the word “freely” from the following 
passages: Our Lord said to His disciples: “Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” (Matt. 10:8). They had received “gratuitously” and 
“gratuitously” they were to give. Again, it is said: “Take of the water 
of life ‘freely,’ or “gratuitously.” (Rev. 22:17). 

I think you must be forced to the conclusion that there is no cause in 
us why God should justify any of us. And if there is no cause in us, 
then the sole cause must be in Himself; and if in Himself, then it is 
gratuitous. Being justified “freely,” “gratuitously,” by His grace, 
without any cause, either good or bad, in us. All glory to God for His 
gratuitous Justification!

But our text speaks of the means or meritorious cause of our 
justification: “Through the re demption that is in Christ Jesus.” In 
this connection we are said to be justified by His blood. (Rom. 5:9). 
Christ lived, and died, and rose again for our Justification.
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Whenever redemption and justification are connected with Jesus 
Christ, then our fall in Adam is implied. In the 5th chapter of Romans 
Adam is the one representative man by whom sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin. By this one man’s offence death has reigned 
over all his posterity. By this one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners according to the law, which curses every one which 
continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them. No one is justified in law in the sight of God. 

The other representative Man is the Lord Jesus Christ. By this Man 
the free gift of grace appears, and the gift of righteousness  even the 
one perfect obedience  which God is pleased with. God has set forth 
His own dear Son to be the one propitia tion, atonement and mercy
seat for His people. This is spiritually enjoyed by faith in His blood. 
God has declared His righteousness, and is both just and the justifier 
of every believer in Jesus. All boasting before God is excluded. But 
by what law? Of works? No! But by the law of grace, which is the 
law of faith. 

My ‘redemption standing’ before God is in Christ Jesus. Christ has 
met all the charges of the law against me. I am not righteous, for the 
law charged sin on me. True, but Christ has been made sin for me. 
The law cursed me, but Christ has been made a curse for me, and has 
redeemed me from the curse of the law. The law said: Pay me what 
you owe, for I must have a perfect and an everlasting righteousness. 
True, but the Lord Jesus Christ has brought in a perfect and an 
everlasting righteousness for me. In a word: What is my Justification 
before God? CHRIST! and CHRIST ONLY!! My God and Father 
placed to my credit in heaven ONE WHOLE, PERFECT, AND 
COMPLETE CHRIST!! How glo rious to be found in the Lord our 
Righteousness!!

3. What is it to be Justified in the Court of Conscience?
I have been speaking to you of Justification before God, in the 
court of heaven. Christ revealed in me, as mine, is my Justification 
in the court of conscience. This is Justification experientially 
realized in my own soul by the powerful indwelling of the Spirit 
of God. 

Paul says, “But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 
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6:11). Here are three experiential truths mentioned which the 
Corinthian saints enjoyed:
(1) They were washed from all their sins in the blood of the Lamb. 
The Holy Spirit had purged their consciences by the application to 
them of the blood of Christ. 
(2) They were also sanctified by the Spirit of God. If I understand 
this aright, they were not only separated from the world by God’s 
effectual calling, but the principle of Divine life had been planted in 
them, which drew their thoughts and affections to holy and heavenly 
things. 
(3) They were also Justified. By Justification in this verse I understand 
to be meant the Holy Spirit’s unfolding to the brokenhearted sinner 
the perfect Righteousness of Jehovah Jesus, in which alone the 
humbled penitent stands accepted and com plete before God. This is 
experiential Justifica tion. This is realizing and enjoying Christ as 
our own. The Spirit glorifies Christ in us; for He receives of the 
things of Christ and shows them to us. Justification is one of the 
things which the Spirit receives of Christ, and which He makes known 
in the court of conscience. The Holy Spirit pronounces in the heart 
and to the conscience that Christ is the believer’s Justification.

What is the instrument which the Holy Spirit uses in justifying the 
believer in the court of conscience? The Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. What would we know of Justification with out the Gospel of 
Christ? Paul said he was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it 
was the power of God unto salvation to every one who believes. For 
therein (that is, in the Gospel) is the Righteousness of God revealed. 
(Rom. 1:1617). These facts are revealed to us only in the Gospel. 
The Gospel contains God’s own revelation of Himself. In the Word 
of God is revealed to us the true nature of sin and its consequences, 
and in the same Word is re vealed to us the only means of salvation. 
God makes His Word the blessed instrument in the salvation of souls.

Now arises another question: Why are we said to be justified by faith? 
God justifies the Jews by faith, and the Gentiles through faith. 
(Rom. 3:30). Justification by faith stands in contrast with Justification 
by works. And we are told that by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified. (Gal. 2:16). According to this then, there is no Justification 
by works either in the court of heaven or in the court of conscience. 
And if it is not of works, then it is of faith, which is not a work of 
man but of God. “To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
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justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” (Rom. 
4:5). 

What is this Justifying faith? Some have said that it is the spiritual 
eye which sees Christ as He is revealed in the Scriptures of truth, the 
spi ritual hand which receives and embraces Him, the spiritual mouth 
which feeds on Him as the true bread sent down from heaven. These 
illustrations aptly set forth faith. 

But who gives the seeing eye? Who gives the receiving and embracing 
hand? Who gives the mouth which takes in the food? Surely, God is 
the Giver of all these. Justifying faith is the gift of God. It is given to 
you to believe. Faith is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Let us notice a 
verse which some consider very difficult to understand. Read Romans 
1:17   “For therein (that is in the Gospel) is the Righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by 
faith.” The word for faith is used in this verse both for the Gospel 
and for the faith wrought by the Spirit in the heart. Hence: out of the 
faith of the Gospel to the faith which the Holy Spirit has pro duced in 
the heart of the child of God. “From faith to faith,” may be regarded 
as two vessels. Out of the former into the latter. You have similar 
constructions in the Scriptures. “Emptied from vessel to vessel.” (Jer. 
48:11); “Passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24; 1 John 3:14). God 
has revealed His Righteous ness in the Gospel. This Gospel is called 
the faith. This is seen and realized by that faith which is wrought in 
the heart by the Spirit of God. 

Now let us see how these things are brought together in the 10th 
chapter of Romans: “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in 
thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach.” This Word is 
the vessel of faith, out of which the believer draws water by faith, 
even living water from the wells of salva tion. Again, it says, “That if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture saith, 
Whoso ever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.” (vs. 8 to 12). 

Now every believer has been made alive by the Spirit, and therefore 
is a spiritual person. He lives on the food which the Word of God 
supplies. And it is this faith which is reckoned for righteousness, 



9

because the believer is fully persuaded that what God has promised 
in His word He is able also to perform.

When a believer realizes his Justification in the court of conscience, 
then there are evidences which he enjoys. I find many of God’s dear 
children looking continually to the corruption of their own wicked 
hearts as evidence of their justification, as if that were to yield them 
some comfort, happiness, peace and joy. 
But I am sure that when I look within, I feel like the Apostle, “O 
wretched man that I am.” And is it to be wondered at when we consider 
that “within we are full of all uncleanness”? My beloved brethren, 
peace and happiness, joy and gladness in the soul never spring from 
looking within, but from looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith.

What then are some of these fruits or evidences, which the child 
of God enjoys in his own soul, when he realizes for himself his 
Justification in the court of conscience? 

I shall mention only two of these fruits. 
(1) Peace is one of them. “Being justified by faith we have peace 
with God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(2) Joy is another. Standing in Christ by faith “we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.” (Rom. 5:12). 

4. What is it to be Justified Before Men?

I have shown you what is meant by Justification; what it is to be 
justified in the court of heaven; and, what it is to be justified in the 
court of conscience. Now, I shall endeavour to show you what it is to 
be justified before men

Believers are justified before men in two ways: by their WORDS, 
and by their WORKS. We have nothing to do with the THOUGHTS 
of believers, except insofar as they are seen in their WORDS and 
WORKS.

Believers are justified before men by their WORDS. You will 
remember what our Lord said to the Pharisees in the 12th chapter of 
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Matthew’s Gospel: “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 
forth good things; and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. But I say unto you, that every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
For by thy WORDS thou shalt be justified, and by thy WORDS thou 
shalt be condemned.” Men’s words either justify them or condemn 
them. Believers therefore are justified before men by their WORDS. 

But you may be saying, how does this appear? I shall try to show 
you. 
(1) Believers are justified before men when they declare what is right 
according to the Word of God. “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me; 
and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I show the 
salvation of God.” (Psa. 50:23). “Who is a wise man and endued 
with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good con versation 
his works with meekness of wisdom.” (Jas. 3:1). Peter dwells much 
on being holy in all manner of conversation; on having an honest 
conversation; and on having a good and chaste conversation. What 
is this, but a believer’s Justification before man by his WORDS? 
(2) And then believers confess Jesus before men and are not ashamed 
of Him. They confess with their mouth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh. And like Peter they confess that Jesus is the Son of the 
living God. Every prayer offered to God through Jesus Christ by a 
believer  justifies him before men. And every hymn of praise and 
thanksgiving which goes up to the throne of God in heaven through 
our adorable Mediator justifies him before men. 

O most gracious God, grant that all our WORDS, whether in our 
confessions of Thy dear Son, or in our prayers unto Thee through 
Him, or in our praises and thanks givings unto Thee by Him, may be 
alway with grace, seasoned with salt, and that Thy Holy Spirit may 
teach us how to order our conversation aright before every man.

As we are justified by our WORDS before men, so also are we 
justified by our WORKS before men. WORKS arising out of faith 
are called GOOD WORKS. A tree is known by its fruit, and so are 
believers by their WORKS. Abel, in faith, offered sacrifice to God, 
which was a good work. Noah in faith prepared an ark to the saving 
of his house, and this was a good work. Abraham, in faith, offered 
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his son Isaac on the altar, and this was a good work. Faith is evidenced 
by works. Therefore James says, “Ye see then how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith only.” Rahab evidenced her faith by 
her works, and of her it is said that she was “justi fied by her works.” 

But the GOOD WORKS of these wor thies never justified them before 
God, but were the proofs before men of a lively faith in Christ Jesus. 
Take a few passages which bring this subject before us in a practical 
manner. “What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” (Micah 6:8). This 
verse covers the whole field of GOOD WORKS. I might quote largely 
from the epistles bearing upon this subject. “Let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.” (Gal. 6:910). Believers are 
to do good, and to be rich in GOOD WORKS. They are to be careful 
to maintain GOOD WORKS. And indeed, real believers are the only 
persons who are capable of performing these GOOD WORKS. 

May the God of peace make us perfect in every GOOD WORK to do 
His will, working in us that which is wellpleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for ever and ever. 

So then, a believer’s Justification before men is either by his WORDS 
or by his WORKS, and these WORDS and WORKS are the fruit of 
that faith which the Holy Spirit gives every person whom He 
regenerates.

Summary Conclusion

I will now conclude by summarizing what has been said. I began by 
showing you the importance of the doctrine of Justification, and  that 
a defect in laying this foundation is dangerous to the superstructure. 
I divided our subject into four parts, and explained to you:
First, the meaning of Justification, as set forth in Holy Scripture. 
That it is esteeming, accounting, reckoning, declaring and 
pronouncing a person righteous, and that Justification differs from 
the pardon of sin. 
Secondly, I have shown you what it is to be justified before God, 
or in the court of heaven, and that the moving cause of a sinner’s 
Justification in the sight of God is grace. 
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Thirdly, I have shown you what it is to be justified in the court of 
conscience. This is Justification experientially realized in the heart. 
The Gospel is the instrument which the Holy Spirit uses in making 
known the glad tidings to the soul, while faith is the spiritual eye 
which sees and enjoys the Saviour. 
And lastly, I reminded you that believers are justified before men 
both by their WORDS and by their WORKS. What more can I add? 
unless it is to supplicate the God of all grace to send down the Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may be wholly inclined to adorn by our 
lives the doctrine of our God and Sa viour in all things. May the Divine 
Spirit help us to glorify our Covenant God in all our THOUGHTS, 
our WORDS and WORKS through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
and Amen!!



Sovereign Grace Union
This pamphlet is published by the Sovereign Grace Union, which was 
founded in 1875 and re-organized in 1914 for the Proclamation and 
Defence of the Doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace.

The Union is undenominational and welcomes all who love these 
distinguishing doctrines into membership.

For Membership Application Forms and further information about the 
Union and other available literature, please contact:

The General Secretary
Sovereign Grace Union

43 Warwick Road
Rayleigh

Essex
SS6 8PQ

The Doctrinal Basis of the Union is as follows:
I.	 The	Absolute	Sufficiency	of	Holy	Scripture,	the	Bible,	for	All	

Matters of Faith and Practice.
II. The Tri-une Jehovah.
 (a) The Sovereignty of God.
	 (b)	The	Deity	and	Perfect	Humanity	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.
	 (c)	The	Deity	and	Personality	of	the	Holy	Spirit.
III.	 The	Total	Depravity	of	Human	Nature	since	the	Fall	of	Man.
IV. The Unconditional Election of Some to Salvation.
V. The Particular Redemption of the Elect.
VI.	 The	Effectual	Calling	of	the	Elect.
VII.	 Justification	by	the	Imputation	of	the	Obedience	and	Satisfaction	

of	Christ	to	Believers.
VIII. The Final Preservation of All True Believers.

Pamphlet - Price 25p


