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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Editorial 
 
Introduction 
In his Exposition on the Shorter Catechism, Alexander Whyte notes 
four places in the catechism where the words for ever appear. They 
are the answers to Questions 1, 19, 21 and 107. Let us examine them, 
as they are fraught with solemn consequences for us all. 
 
Question and Answer 1 
Q1. What is the chief end of man? 
A1. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever. 
 
The term for ever means never-ending, eternal, everlasting. 
Thomas Boston infers from it that “the soul of man is immortal,” 
and that “to enjoy God for ever is its ultimate and supreme happiness 
. . . its chief happiness will subsist for ever, and so will the soul too. 
And both soul and body, which were united to God here, shall 
continue to be united to Him for ever, after the resurrection.” And so 
he exhorts: “Let us then seek to be united to God here, that we may 
be happy with and in Him for ever. ” (Works. 2002. 1.17) “For this 
God is our God for ever and ever. ” (Psa 48.14) 
 
Question and Answer 19 
Q19. What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell? 
A19. All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, are under 
His wrath and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell for ever. 
 
The word pains, from the French peines, means both the opposite of 
pleasures or enjoyment, and penalties or punishments. The Shorter 
Oxford English Dictionary (1933 edition) cites its use in 1598 as 
“the punishment or sufferings of hell. ” In its Latin form poenae, it 
denotes retribution. The term hell, from a Teutonic base hal = to hide, 
is not merely the place of the dead, but the abode of evil spirits, both 
demonic and human, hidden from the eyes of man. This explanation 
is thoroughly Scriptural: “And the smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever. ” (Rev 14.11) 
 
In the context of the catechism answer, John Flavel aids our 
understanding with the following remarks:  
“Q7. What are the miseries after this life? 
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A7. The pains and torments of hell for ever; Psalm 19.17 - ‘The 
wicked shall be turned into hell.’ 
Q8. What are the torments of hell?  
A8. Pain of loss and pain of sense; Matthew 25.41 - ‘Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.’ 
Q9. What learn you from hence? 
A9. The woeful state of the unconverted: miserable here, and 
miserable to eternity.” (Works. 1982. VI. 174) 
 
In one of his Letters, Samuel Rutherford gives us a terrifyingly 
graphic representation of the endless pains of hell when he writes: 
“To feel the smoke of hell’s fire in the throat for half an hour; to 
stand beside a river of fire and brimstone broader than the earth; and 
to think to be bound hand and foot, and casten into the midst of it 
quick [alive], and then to have God locking the prison door, never to 
be opened to all eternity! Oh how it will shake a conscience that hath 
any life in it!” (Letters. 1891. CLXXX) 
 
Question and Answer 21 
Q21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect? 
A21. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and 
continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person 
for ever. 
 
The Westminster Divines, who framed this answer, cite among other 
proof texts Romans 9.5 - ‘Christ . . . who is over all, God blessed for 
ever. Amen’, and Hebrews 7.24 - ‘But this man, because he 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.’ 
 
“These natures,” explains Richard Hooker, “from the moment of 
their first combination [i.e. in the womb of the Virgin Mary] have 
been and are for ever inseparable.” (Quoted in Whyte: Exposition. 
2004. 76) Indeed, adds John Brown of Haddington, “Christ’s 
natures never will nor can be separated.” (Questions and Answers on 
the Shorter Catechism. 2006.102)  
 
This wondrous truth contains the greatest comfort for the people of 
God; for when He became man, our Saviour Christ did not don a coat 
that was to be taken off after He had completed the work of 
redemption. Rather, He took our nature into the most intimate union 
with His divine Person, a union that shall last for ever. It is through 
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His human nature now that we approach His divine Person, along 
with the Persons of the Father and the Spirit. And it is through the 
eyes of His human nature in eternity that His elect shall see the glory 
of the entire Godhead shining towards them.  
 
And so, Wilhelmus a Brakel assures us, the soul who beholds the 
glorified Christ becomes aware of “the eternal and perfect love of 
Jesus towards him,” (The Christian’s Reasonable Service. 1992. I. 
658), while Robert Reymond concludes his lecture on the eternity of 
God with the affectionate remark: “Ah, dear hearts, I know that if 
God ever savingly loved me at all, then He will love me for ever. . . . 
And I hope and pray that you know this as well.”  (What is God? 
2007. 90) 
 
Question and Answer 107 
Q107. What doth the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach us? 
A107. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever, Amen, teacheth us 
to take our encouragement in prayer from God only, and in our 
prayers to praise Him, ascribing kingdom, power and glory to Him. 
And, in testimony of our desire, and assurance to be heard, we say, 
Amen. 
The significance of the words for ever in relation to prayer is brought 
out by David Dickson, in his comments on Matthew 6.13 -  
 
“ there is no end of his kingdom and power and glory, for they are 
for ever. ” Therefore, “we should settle our belief on him and seal up 
his truth resolutely, nothing doubting to be heard.” (A Brief 
Exposition of the Evangel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
1981. 75-76) 
 
For his part, Matthew Henry links the term for ever with praise: “It 
becomes us to be copious in praising God,” for “ascribing glory to 
God for ever intimates an acknowledgment that it is eternally due, 
and an earnest desire to be eternally doing it, with angels and saints 
above. Psalm 71.14.” (Commentary. 1960. New Testament. 27) And 
so we find the redeemed saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing,” and every creature 
saying: “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. ” 
(Rev 5.12-13) 
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Conclusion 
In these four references, we are told that true Christians shall enjoy 
God for ever, that unbelievers shall suffer the pains of hell for ever, 
that Christ’s human and divine natures are united for ever, and that 
God’s kingdom, power and glory shall last for ever. Despite their 
awesome solemnity, most people care for none of these things. Dear 
reader, are you overawed by the truth that, in a very short time, you 
will be either blessed or tormented for ever? Are you daily engaged 
in rooting out, confessing and forsaking those unclean things in your 
heart and life that cannot enter God’s holy presence? Are you found 
at the feet of Christ, begging Him to create in you a clean heart, and to 
wash you thoroughly from all your sin? Let no ‘easy believism’ or 
practical antinomianism deceive you. Soon, like the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, we shall all be in a state that is fixed for ever. And so we say 
with John ‘Rabbi’ Duncan: “Dear gentlemen, many at this time will 
be wishing you a Happy New Year. May I wish you a Happy 
Eternity.” 
  

A Brief and Untechnical Statement  
of the Reformed Faith 

by B.B. Warfield 
 

 

I. I believe that my one aim in life and death should be to glorify 
God and enjoy him forever; and that God teaches me how to glorify 
and enjoy him in his holy Word, that is, the Bible, which he has given 
by the infallible inspiration of his Holy Spirit in order that I may 
certainly know what I am to believe concerning him and what duty he 
requires of me. 
 
2. I believe that God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and incomparable in 
all that he is; one God but three persons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, my Creator, my Redeemer, and my Sanctifier; in whose 
power and wisdom, righteousness, goodness and truth I may safely 
put my trust. 
 
3. I believe that the heavens and the earth, and all that in them is, are 
the work of God’s hands; and that all that he has made he directs and 
governs in all their actions; so that they fulfil the end for which they 
were created, and I who trust in him shall not be put to shame but 
may rest securely in the protection of his almighty love. 
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4. I believe that God created man after his own image, in knowledge, 
righteousness and holiness, and entered into a covenant of life with 
him upon the sole condition of the obedience that was his due: so that 
it was by wilfully sinning against God that man fell into the sin and 
misery in which I have been born. 
 
5. I believe, that, being fallen in Adam, my first father, I am by nature 
a child of wrath, under the condemnation of God and corrupted in 
body and soul, prone to evil and liable to eternal death; from which 
dreadful state I cannot be delivered save through the unmerited grace 
of God my Saviour. 
 
6. I believe that God has not left the world to perish in its sin, but out 
of the great love wherewith he has loved it, has from all eternity 
graciously chosen unto himself a multitude which no man can 
number, to deliver them out of their sin and misery, and of them to 
build up again in the world his kingdom of righteousness: in which 
kingdom I may be assured I have my part, if I hold fast to Christ the 
Lord. 
 
7. I believe that God has redeemed his people unto himself through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who, though he was and ever continues to be 
the eternal Son of God, yet was born of a woman, born under the law, 
that he might redeem them that are under the law: I believe that he 
bore the penalty due to my sins in his own body on the tree, and 
fulfilled in his own person the obedience I owe to the righteousness 
of God, and now presents me to his Father as his purchased 
possession, to the praise of the glory of his grace forever: wherefore 
renouncing all merit of my own, I put all my trust only in the blood 
and righteousness of Jesus Christ my redeemer. 
 
8. I believe that Jesus Christ my redeemer, who died for my offences, 
was raised again for my justification, and ascended into the heavens, 
where he sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty, continually 
making intercession for his people, and governing the whole world as 
head over all things for his Church: so that I need fear no evil and 
may surely know that nothing can snatch me out of his hands and 
nothing can separate me from his love. 
 
9. I believe that the redemption wrought by the Lord Jesus Christ is 
effectually applied to all his people by the Holy Spirit, who works 
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faith in me and thereby unites me to Christ, renews me in the whole 
man after the image of God, and enables me more and more to die 
unto sin and to live unto righteousness; until, this gracious work 
having been completed in me, I shall be received into glory: in which 
great hope abiding, I must ever strive to perfect holiness in the fear of 
God. 
 
10. I believe that God requires of me, under the gospel, first of all, 
that, out of a true sense of my sin and misery and apprehension of his 
mercy in Christ, I should turn with grief and hatred away from sin 
and receive and rest upon Jesus Christ alone for salvation; that, so 
being united to him, I may receive pardon for my sins and be 
accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only for the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to me and received by faith alone: and thus and thus 
only do I believe I may be received into the number and have a right 
to all the privileges of the sons of God. 
 
11. I believe that, having been pardoned and accepted for Christ’s 
sake, it is further required of me that I walk in the Spirit whom he has 
purchased for me, and by whom love is shed abroad in my heart; 
fulfilling the obedience I owe to Christ my King; faithfully 
performing all the duties laid upon me by the holy law of God my 
heavenly Father; and ever reflecting in my life and conduct the perfect 
example that has been set me by Christ Jesus my Leader, who has 
died for me and granted to me his Holy Spirit just that I may do the 
good works which God has afore prepared that I should walk in 
them. 
 
12. I believe that God has established his Church in the world and 
endowed it with the ministry of the Word and holy ordinances of 
Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, Prayer [and Praise] in order that through 
these as means, the riches of his grace in the gospel may be made 
known to the world, and, by the blessing of Christ and the working of 
his Spirit in them that by faith receive them, the benefits of 
redemption may be communicated to his people: wherefore also it is 
required of me that I attend on these means of grace with diligence, 
preparation, and prayer, so that through them I may be instructed and 
strengthened in faith, and in holiness of life and in love; and that I use 
my best endeavours to carry this gospel and convey these means of 
grace to the whole world. 
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13. I believe that as Jesus Christ has once come in grace, so also is he 
to come a second time in glory, to judge the world in righteousness 
and assign to each his eternal award: and I believe that if I die in 
Christ, my soul shall be at death made perfect in holiness and go 
home to the Lord; and when he shall return in his majesty I shall be 
raised in glory and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of 
God to all eternity: encouraged by which blessed hope it is required 
of me willingly to take my part in suffering hardship here as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus, being assured that if I die with him I shall 
also live with him; if I endure, I shall also reign with him. 
 

And to Him, my Redeemer, 
with the Father, 

and the Holy Spirit, 
Three Persons, one God, 

be glory forever, world without end, 
Amen, and Amen. 

 
........................................ 

 
The Old Princeton theologian A.A. Hodge mentions four uses of 
Creeds and Confessions (applying equally to Catechisms) that have 
been invaluable to the Church of God throughout its history: 
1. “To mark, disseminate and preserve the attainments made in the 
knowledge of Christian truth by any branch of the Church in any 
crisis of its development.” 
2. “To discriminate the truth from the glosses of false teachers and to 
present it in its integrity and due proportions. ” 
3. “To act as the basis of ecclesiastical fellowship among those so 
nearly agreed as to be able to labour together in harmony.” 
4. “To be used as instruments in the great work of popular 
instruction.” 
 
It may be seen instantly that both many church unions of the past and 
the ecumenical movement in the present have bartered the truths of 
Holy Scripture for the sake of ‘working and worshipping together.’ 
It may also be seen that such unions do not have the blessing of 
Almighty God, who is more jealous for His Word than for all the 
man-made unions in the world. May we be warned. 
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Robert Annan: a Notable 
Trophy of Grace 

 
Introduction 
Robert Annan never founded a church, wrote a book or entered a 
Christian pulpit. His sphere of influence was not among the learned 
or cultured, but among the down-and-outs of 19th century Dundee. 
His mission was to seek out the lost of his native town - living in 
squalid closes, often drunk and asleep in their dark hovels, their 
raggedly-clad children playing in the gutters outside - and bring to 
them the glorious truths of a Saviour able to save the most degraded 
prodigals and bring them back to God. In His kind providence, 
Dundee had already produced Robert Murray M’Cheyne, the pastor 
who wept over the city, and Mary Slessor, the young Christian 
woman who took the love of Christ to Africa. Now it was to produce 
Robert Annan, a prodigal snatched from the depths of sin largely for 
the sake of others. 
 
Birth and Early Life 
Robert Annan was born in Dundee on 5th October 1834. His 
minister, John Macpherson, or ‘hell-fire Jock’, was feared for his 
fiery preaching and strict discipline. As a boy, Robert’s chief 
pleasure was swimming. He would regularly wake early, run down to 
the River Tay and plunge into its swirling waters. Sometimes he was 
known to break the ice before taking his customary dip. Soon he 
became known as ‘The Water Dog.’ 
 
The Prodigal Son 
Being without God, and impatient of all restraint, Robert grew up to 
be very unruly. Refusing a good education and a respectable office 
job, he became a stone mason under his father (who incidentally built 
Annan Terrace, now remembered for its link with his son), but wasted 
his wages on liquor. The taverns of Dundee soon came to know him 
as the ringleader of a drunken, fighting, swearing mob. Inevitably he 
landed up in prison, where he resolved in vain to change his ways. 
On his release he sailed for America, which he reached only after 
surviving shipwreck. There he plunged into a whirl of sinful pleasure. 
Once he fell asleep on a railway line, and escaped death by only a few 
minutes! 
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Eventually he wandered into Canada, where he found work tending 
pigs; but seeking a more adventurous life, he joined the army, and 
was posted to Aldershot in England. The strict discipline there was 
used by God to restrain his wild nature, but it proved too much for 
his self-will, and he deserted! Disguised as a peasant, wearing a 
tattered jacket, a boot on one foot and a shoe on the other, he made 
his way to London. There he joined the marines for the sake of the 
bounty money, and was posted to Gibraltar, where to his alarm he 
found his old regiment! Every time he saw a redcoat, he imagined he 
would be arrested and flogged for desertion. To banish his dread, he 
gave himself up, and was punished. 
Having learned by experience that ‘the way of transgressors is hard’, 
he returned home, and decided to turn over a new leaf. In the 
‘strength’ of this self-reformation he visited an inn to try and 
persuade a former drinking companion to give up the habit, but 
finished up drunk himself. He woke next morning with his resolution 
shattered and the question haunting him: “Am I past redemption? 
Surely I’ve sold myself to Satan.” 
 
The Prodigal Returns 
Dejected and confused, he was led by the invisible hand of God to 
attend ‘revival meetings’ being held in the Kinnaird Hall (1860-61). 
Dundee was being awakened, and many souls had already been 
effectually called by grace to the Saviour. During these meetings, 
Robert knew that God was speaking to him, but he refused to be 
drawn. His ‘time of love’ had not yet arrived. One evening, however, 
a young man bade him ‘Good Night’ and added: “ We shall meet at 
the Judgment Seat.” In turmoil, Robert sought guidance from others, 
but found God’s door closed. “Am I shut out of salvation for ever?” 
he cried. At midnight, in great distress of mind, he visited his 
minister’s manse, but again received no liberty. Then he went straight 
to Dundee Law, a great hill in the city, in a dreadful state of mind. 
There he heard the voice of Satan telling him to go to Camperdown 
Woods and put an end to his life; but he dared not, for fear of falling 
into hell. Then he felt the urge to go to Reres Hill and seek pardon, 
but he never went. Utterly disconsolate, he returned to a hayloft near 
his home, and for thirteen hours lay wrestling with God for the 
salvation of his soul. This intense and protracted struggle was 
interrupted only by his anxious parents, who were seeking him. For 
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three days he neither ate nor slept. A pastoral visit from his minister, 
however, pointed him to Christ our Mercy Seat, and at last he found 
peace with God. This was the great turning point of his life. Through 
bitter experience he had tasted the shame and degrading power of sin. 
Now he was to discover the invincible power of grace. 
 
New Life 
After the storm came the calm of joy and peace in believing; but 
Robert Annan knew that he had been saved to serve God and others. 
With the same thoroughness that had marked his unregenerate life, he 
gave himself whole-heartedly to the work of evangelism. He began by 
distributing gospel tracts in Hilltown. Many never read them, but 
everyone noticed his changed character and habits. Only two nights 
after his conversion he spoke at an informal meeting. His voice was 
harsh, his manner was rough, but no-one doubted his sincerity. Soon 
his zeal aroused opposition, yet nothing now mattered to him but the 
salvation of souls. Along with a few other young men he formed an 
Evangelistic Association, which met weekly for prayer and Bible 
study. In the day he worked as a stone mason; at night he went street 
preaching. All his savings were now poured into evangelistic tours. 
Once, in Fifeshire, where he had been widely known as a drunkard 
and brawler, folk marvelled when they heard him preach.  
In 1862 Robert married, and joined the North East Coast Mission, 
stationed at Stonehaven. Here he was often physically assaulted while 
preaching, but nothing could deter him.  
Two years later he returned to Dundee. Though the whole town felt 
the effects of his preaching, he was drawn mainly to the down-and-
outs, to whom he could relate best. He neither sought nor pastored a 
settled congregation, but was always busy in the Wynds of Old 
Dundee, jeered, mocked, and driven from one alley to another. Every 
Lord’s Day morning he would preach in Fish Street, or Couttie’s 
Wynd, or Tyndal’s Wynd. In the bitterest weather he never missed 
an opportunity to preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. On several 
occasions, through his gentleness, those who intended to harm him 
became his friends. Once he was called on to stop a drunkard beating 
his wife. He rescued her, but instead of condemning the husband, he 
told him of the love of God for sinners. 
For the next few years that God gave him, every spare moment was 
spent in this labour of love; for it he received great strength and 
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remarkable powers of endurance. Rising at four in the morning, he 
would pray, first alone, then with his wife, before eating breakfast and 
setting out for work. Instead of resting in the evening, he would take 
his tea, go on his knees for half an hour, then wend his way through 
the Wynds with his precious Bible in his hand. Many were the 
occasions when, exhausted by the day’s work, he would run to 
Lochee, a few miles away, and conduct a service. Moved with 
compassion for the lost, he would then spend half the night pleading 
for them with God. How like his Saviour! 
Robert also wrote many letters commending Christ to others. One 
such letter, sent to a man who was trying to plant one foot in the 
world and the other in Christ, tells the man frankly that “men who set 
their affections on the earth have lean souls. Their Christianity is 
doubtful. If they are Christians, they will be punished by God for 
serving other gods. They will be saved so as by fire. They will, like 
Lot, get a taste of Hell before they enter Heaven. I hear, for example, 
of ‘Christians’ who have spent six or seven hours dancing, and never 
spent an hour with God in prayer. I would not give a straw for their 
chances of Heaven.” 
 
Last Days and Death 
On Wednesday 24th July 1867, Robert was standing on a raft floating 
on the River Tay. Suddenly he felt the Presence of God so near that 
he bowed his head in awe. He understood this experience as an 
intimation that his own death was near; so he told Christian friends: 
“Don’t wonder if you hear some strange thing about me one of these 
days! ” 
Over the years, Robert had saved eleven people from drowning in the 
Tay, including his brother Ebenezer and a poor prostitute who was 
contemplating suicide. In recognition of these heroic exploits, 
Dundee Humane Society had presented him with a silver medal and a 
parchment. 
Lord’s Day morning, 28th July, found him at his usual preaching 
stance in Couttie’s Wynd. He began the unofficial service by 
singing: Forever with the Lord! Amen, so let it be! During the 
sermon he referred to his experience on the raft. He told his hearers 
what a great salvation they missed by living without Christ, and 
reminded them of the uncertainty of life. “In fact,” he added, “I may 
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never have another opportunity of preaching to you. Before next 
Sunday I may be in heaven.”  
After this he went to the church service, then to a Gypsy camp in the 
afternoon. Early in the evening he preached again at Lilybank and 
Couttie’s Wynd, before returning to the Gypsies to sing and preach 
again. 
On Wednesday 31st July, he rose early for prayer, ate breakfast, and 
then did something very unusual. He hung two boards outside his 
house, reminding passers-by of two roads through this life - one a 
broad road leading to hell, the other a narrow road leading to heaven. 
He concluded with the solemn question: “Where will you spend 
Eternity?” He then took a piece of chalk and wrote on his gate the 
word DEATH, and on the pavement ETERNITY. 
About mid-day a boy of eleven fell into the Tay. Hearing his cries for 
help, Robert dived in to save him. He reached the boy, told him to 
hold onto his neck, then set out for the shore. But the current proved 
too strong for him, strong swimmer though he was. Two boats pulled 
out to help, but as they grabbed the boy, Robert disappeared under 
water.  
His death was seen as a public calamity. Thousands wept as if they 
had lost a brother. Groups stood at street corners bemoaning the 
event, and even strong men turned away their faces to hide their tears. 
Said one of them: “I question if ever there was so much weeping for 
one man in this town.” The mood was as if some-one had died in 
each household. 
On Saturday 3rd August 1867, Robert’s body was laid to rest in the 
East Necropolis. The great bell of the Old Steeple tolled solemnly, an 
honour never before accorded to a labouring man. A short service 
was held in the ‘but and ben’ in Arran Place, off Wellington Street, 
where the 90th Psalm was read, along with a hymn Robert had already 
chosen for his funeral: 
 Come sing to me of Heaven, 
 When I’m about to die. 
 Sing songs of holy ecstasy 
 To waft my soul on high. 
The minister then prayed, standing on the ETERNITY stone. 
Thousands lined the route to the grave, and six hundred men marched 
behind the hearse. At the graveside, a thousand voices broke into the 
hymn: 
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 My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine; 
 For Thee all the pleasures of sin I resign. 
 My gracious Redeemer, my Saviour art Thou. 
 If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 
 
The following Lord’s Day a Memorial Service was to have been held 
in Hilltown Chapel, but as nearly three thousand people attended, the 
congregation moved to a nearby field. During the sermon, the 
minister said of Robert: “He died as he had lived - helping others. ” 
 

.................................................. 
 

[The following poem (1648), by the German poet Wulffer, translated 
by Catherine Winkworth, makes a suitable appendage to the above 
account of Robert Annan. As we all must experience death, judgment, 
heaven or hell, may the Lord bless it to the awakening and conversion 
of any reader who is unprepared. Ed.] 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

And yet to thee time hastes away, 
Like as the war-horse to the fray, 

Or swift as couriers homeward go,  
Or ship to port, or shaft from bow, 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

For ev’n as on a perfect sphere 
End nor beginning can appear, 

Ev’n so, Eternity, in thee 
Entrance nor exit can there be. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity!  

A circle infinite art thou, 
Thy centre an eternal Now, 
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Never, we name thy outer bound, 
For never end therein is found. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

A little bird with fretting beak 
Might wear to nought the loftiest peak, 

Though but each thousand years it came, 
Yet thou wert then, as now, the same. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

As long as God is God, so long 
Endure the pains of sin and wrong, 
So long the joys of heaven remain; 

O lasting joy, O lasting pain! 
Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 

 
Eternity! Eternity! 

How long art thou, Eternity! 
O Man, full oft thy thoughts should dwell 

Upon the pains of sin and hell, 
And on the glories of the pure, 

That both beyond all time endure. 
Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 

 
Eternity! Eternity! 

How long art thou, Eternity! 
How terrible art thou in woe, 

How fair where joys for ever glow! 
God’s goodness sheddeth gladness here, 

His justice there wakes bitter fear. 
Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

They who lived poor and naked rest 
With God for ever rich and blest, 
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And love and praise the Highest Good, 
In perfect bliss and gladsome mood. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

A moment lasts all joy below, 
Whereby man sinks to endless woe, 

A moment lasts all earthly pain, 
Whereby an endless joy we gain. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

Who ponders oft on thee is wise, 
All fleshly lusts will he despise, 

The world finds place with him no more; 
The love of vain delights is o’er. 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

Who marks thee well would say to God: 
Here judge, burn, smite me with thy rod, 

Here let me all thy justice bear, 
When time of grace is past, then spare! 

Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
 

Eternity! Eternity! 
How long art thou, Eternity! 

Lo, I, Eternity, warn thee, 
O Man, that oft thou think on me, 
The sinner’s punishment and pain, 

To them who love their God, rich gain! 
Ponder, O Man, Eternity! 
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Some Reformation Theologians: 
Olaf Petersen (1493-1552) 

 
Introduction 
In our British insularity we tend to forget that the Church of God is 
world-wide and that the Protestant Reformation touched non-British 
monarchies on the periphery of Europe, such as Spain, France and 
Sweden. Yet, as d’Aubigne, M’Crie, Wylie and Lindsay remind us, 
they too came under the influence of that mighty work of God. True, 
the kingdom of Sweden experienced only “a hesitant version of 
Reformation” (MacCulloch); this was because its monarch, Gustav 
Vasa, refused to give the reform movement his whole-hearted support, 
and because he clashed violently with its most ardent advocate, the 
minister Olaf Petersen. Nevertheless, by the 1560s reform was 
sufficiently widespread for the nation’s leaders to officially accept  
Lutheranism. This stability, by the grace of God, was due chiefly to 
the energetic and uncompromising labours of Olaf Petersen. 
 
His Life 
Petersen, “the first to preach the doctrines of the Reformation in 
Sweden” (Hagstotz), was born in Orebro on 6th January 1493. After 
attending school in the Carmelite monastery there and at Uppsala, he 
and his brother Lars were sent by their father to study at Leipzig in 
Germany. Drawn by the growing fame of Martin Luther, the two 
brothers moved to Wittenberg. Olaf was present on the momentous 
occasion when Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses to the Castle 
Church door (1st November 1517). He also accompanied the German 
Reformer on his conventual inspection tours around Thuringia. 
Having obtained his baccalaureate degree in 1518, he and his brother 
returned to Sweden, where, in true Lutheran fashion, they began to 
preach against a local indulgence pedlar, much to the chagrin of the 
Swedish prelates. Fleeing to the Hanseatic seaport of Lubeck, they 
made their acquaintance with the future King Gustav, who promised 
to protect them once his throne was secure. Little did the two brothers 
realize at the time that Gustav would put his country’s political safety 
before national biblical reform. 
 
In 1523, when Gustav was elected king at the Diet of Strengnas, Olaf 
and Lars were recommended to him by Luther himself. Replying to 
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the king’s inquiry about their beliefs and trustworthiness, he wrote: 
“I entreat you, . . put your trust in God, and accomplish the 
reformation. For this purpose I wish you the blessing of the Lord. 
You will not be able to find for this good work men more competent 
or more worthy than the two brothers of whom you speak.” Along 
with Lars Anderson, a third Reformer, the zealous Olaf and Lars were 
already preaching against saint worship, pilgrimages, monkery and 
auricular confession, under Gustav’s promise of protection. 
 
Olaf’s base was the cathedral school at Strengnas, where he had been 
appointed Master, and whose archdeacon he soon won over to the 
Lutheran Faith. Before long, Olaf’s preaching against Mariolatry and 
the Roman Mass attracted wide attention. Unsparing in his 
castigation of the lazy mendicant monks, whom he characterized as 
toads and grasshoppers doing the devil’s work, he soon gathered a 
numerous following, especially of students. 
 
In 1524 Olaf accepted the invitation to become City Secretary and 
Cathedral Preacher in Stockholm. Here he entered officially on his 
life’s work   -  preaching the doctrines of the Reformation to the 
citizens of the capital. Soon he became popularly known as ‘Master 
Olaf in the basket’, the latter being the large round pulpit high above 
the cathedral pews. In simple terms, but in the power of the Spirit and 
in defiance of the Popish ‘clergy’, he taught the congregation: “We 
have Christ for a Master, Him we shall heed, in His name we are 
baptized, what He commands that we shall do.” 
 
The rapid spread of Reformed teaching was savagely opposed. 
Priests and monks tried to stone Olaf to death, and went so far as to 
smash his pulpit in pieces; but the Lord protected His servant. 
Meanwhile the prelates demanded that he be silenced, even put to 
death. His response was to challenge them to a public disputation. 
Their refusal only increased the spread of evangelical truth. At last, on 
popular demand, a public disputation was arranged between Olaf and 
the Romish Dr. Galle of Uppsala. The much-maligned doctrine of 
Justification by Faith Alone was debated, along with the erroneous 
Romish teachings on the Mass, Purgatory, Clerical Celibacy and the 
Temporal Power of the Pope. To define the terms of debate, the king 
presented the antagonists with twelve questions to which he 
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demanded clear, unequivocal answers. Olaf’s replies were accepted, 
and were later published as “the first official attack [in Sweden] on 
the Roman Church to appear in print” (Bergendoff).  
 
King Gustav now took advantage of the popular antipathy to the 
discredited Papacy by confiscating church buildings, lands and 
revenues, seizing the prelates’ palaces and castles, and allowing Olaf 
to introduce new worship services in Swedish.  
 
Besides preaching and disputing, Olaf did much writing. He 
translated from German the first Swedish hymnal, and with his 
brother Lars and fellow Reformer Lars Anderson translated the New 
Testament into Swedish (1526). [They completed their translation of 
the Old Testament in 1541.] At last the people, with the Word of God 
in their hands, could test the preaching of their ‘priests’ and 
‘bishops’ for themselves. Olaf also compiled a service book [like 
Cranmer’s Prayer Book], the first of its kind to appear in a Protestant 
Church, and wrote sermons and catechisms for popular use. In 1525, 
in defiance of church law, Olaf married, and when Gustav Vasa was 
crowned king (1528) he preached the coronation sermon. 
 
Throughout the 1530s Sweden’s church leaders made tentative 
moves to embrace Lutheranism officially, but Gustav’s sweeping 
political changes encroached on the freedom and independence of the 
young church. Also, by appropriating all church revenues and 
property for government use, he thwarted the Reformers’ desire to 
establish church schools throughout the kingdom. Furthermore, in 
order to keep their reforming zeal in check, the king introduced his 
own church settlement (1539). Regrettably, this settlement retained 
the old Roman hierarchical system of church government, along with 
several popish ceremonies, such as ‘holy water’, religious pictures 
and candles.  
 
Characteristically, Olaf and his brother Lars vigorously opposed this 
settlement. Unwisely, Olaf even rebuked the king from the pulpit for 
his pet sin of profanity. Rightly angry, Gustav told Olaf’s brother 
Lars that his cathedral preacher should first have complained to him 
in private rather than rebuke him before his subjects. In the ensuing 
controversy, Olaf’s zeal further overstepped the mark by predicting 
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the king’s downfall and replacement by a successor. Incensed, 
Gustav charged Olaf with preaching a seditious sermon. He also 
claimed that the preacher had failed to reveal to him a plot against the 
crown. Gustav’s relationship with Olaf had now deteriorated to the 
point where he threatened his cathedral preacher with death (1540). 
For his ‘seditious sermon’ in particular, Olaf and his supporter Lars 
Anderson were put on trial, with Olaf’s brother Lars, archbishop of 
Uppsala, as judge. The two were sentenced to death, but the sentence 
was later commuted to a very heavy fine. Olaf’s friends and cathedral 
church members paid his, but Anderson had to pay his own. This 
traumatic incident broke him, and he withdrew from public life to 
Strengnas, where he soon died in solitude of a broken heart.  
 
Realising that continued opposition to King Gustav would hinder 
further reform, Olaf resumed his duties as Cathedral Preacher, and 
reluctantly submitted to his monarch’s Erastian claim to be supreme 
ruler of both state and church. But in view of new threats to 
Protestantism, Olaf again raised a fearless protest against them. In 
1544 he received yet another royal reprimand for “beating on the 
authorities”, and when, four years later, King Gustav sought his State 
Council’s opinion on the decrees and canons of the Roman Council 
of Trent, Olaf faithfully reminded him that the Council’s response 
should first be tried by Holy Scripture before it could be sanctioned, 
and condemned the king’s Interim arrangement for his country’s 
religion as a “return to papistry.” Weary in contending for the faith, 
but not weary of it, Olaf died on 19th April 1552. His earthly remains 
were buried in Stockholm Cathedral, where they await the morning of 
the resurrection. 
 
His Theology 
Because of a lack of information, we can only include a fragment of 
Olaf Petersen’s theology.  
As a fundamental principle, Petersen holds that only those church 
teachings that can be proved from the Bible are valid. Consequently, 
everything necessary to salvation is contained within Holy Scripture, 
not in Unwritten Tradition or the Visible Church.  
As the Romish interpretation of the Mass is unScriptural, it must be 
rejected, for it is not the office of the Holy Spirit to with-hold the 
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communion wine from the people, nor to turn the Lord’s Supper into 
a sacrifice.  
As purgatory too is unBiblical, it must be rejected, while adoration of 
man-made saints is nothing but the product of Rome’s love of 
money.  
Olaf counters the Papacy’s claims to antiquity with the rejoinder: 
“the important thing is not how old a thing is, but how right it is. ” 
“The devil,” he adds for good measure, “is old, but is not on that 
account any better.”  
As for church authority, it cannot break the communion with God of 
anyone unjustly excommunicated. Furthermore, it is out of love for 
God that we obey Him, not because of the church’s commands. 
Finally, because salvation flows to us from the free and unmerited 
grace of God, indulgences, masses for the dead and monastic orders 
are useless. It is through faith in Christ alone that a sinner obtains 
pardon and acceptance with God. 
 
Conclusion 
Even with such an incomplete account as the foregoing, we may 
easily see that Sweden’s break with Rome has many parallels with 
that of England’s under Cranmer and his reforming brethren. 
Lutheran Church doctrine, structure, order, worship and relation to the 
crown is so similar to that of Anglicanism that an Anglican visitor to 
any Lutheran church may easily recognize much of his own 
denomination’s patterns of worship.  
Olaf Petersen was never satisfied with either the hesitant or the partial 
reformation of his country’s church. Yet in the merciful providence 
of God, he was a sharp arrow in the Almighty’s bow who wounded 
the corrupt Papacy and the ‘Divine Right of Kings’ deeply. Sadly, 
contemporary Lutheranism has capitulated to Rome’s ongoing 
pressure to conform increasingly to her erroneous doctrines and 
practices. The renewed study of Olaf Petersen’s writings and 
ministry could well be a means in God’s hands of reviving His 
Church in the midst of these years of dreary secularism and Godless 
hedonism. 
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Martin Luther on Grace 
 

With God nothing has any standing except grace. 
 
Grace signifies that favour with which God receives us, forgiving our 
sins and justifying us freely through Christ. 
 
The best and infallible preparation [for grace] is the eternal election 
and predestination of God. 
 
As far as our own abilities are concerned, there is no difference 
whatever between us; but the grace of Christ alone causes us to differ. 
 
On man’s part, nothing precedes grace but rebellion against grace. 
 
No-one can be good and do good unless God’s grace first makes 
him good. 
 
Grace is freely given to the most undeserving and unworthy, and is 
not obtained by any strenuous efforts, endeavours or works. 
 
To want to merit grace by works that precede faith is to want to 
appease God by sins. 
 
Since we are one mass of perdition, no-one is justified except through 
the grace of Christ without merits. 
 
Either sin is lying on your shoulders, or on Christ, the Lamb of God. 
According to law and justice, your sins should no doubt remain on 
you; but grace has cast them upon Christ the Lamb. 
 
Grace and life were given you [believers], but it meant bitter work for 
Him [Christ]. 
 
The Word, I say, and the Word alone, is the conveyor of the grace of 
God. . . No matter what things appear to be like, grace clings to the 
Word. 
 
No nobler preaching exists than that of grace. 
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Grace freely grants us the faith that alone justifies us. 
 
Conscience cannot be brought to rest and joy unless it has peace 
through this grace; i.e. the forgiveness of sins promised in Christ. 
 
Man must completely despair of himself in order to become fit for 
the grace of Christ. The proper preparation for the grace and 
goodness of Christ is the awareness that I need them.  
 
The devil is forever attracting people to good works to make sure that 
they do not reach the point of thinking that they need the grace and 
mercy of Christ. 
 
The law is not to be discarded because of the promise of grace. 
Rather it is to be taught. 
 
In giving us gifts, God gives only what is His; but in His grace, He 
gives His very self. . . Grace is not divisible nor is it given piecemeal, 
as are gifts; but it takes us entirely into God’s favour for the sake of 
Christ, our Advocate and Mediator. 
 
This grace of God is a very great, strong, mighty and active thing. It 
does not lie asleep in the soul. Grace hears, leads, drives, draws, 
changes, works all in man, and lets itself be distinctly felt and 
experienced. It is hidden, but its works are evident. 
 
Christ our Lord, to whom we must flee, and of whom we must ask all, 
is an inexhaustible well of all grace. Even if the whole world were to 
draw from this fountain enough grace and truth to transform all 
people into angels, still it would not lose as much as a drop. This 
fountain constantly overflows with sheer grace. Whoever wishes to 
enjoy Christ’s grace - and no-one is excluded - let him come and 
receive it from Him.  
 
I am seeking and thirsting for nothing else than a gracious God. 
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Book Reviews 
 
Gospel Standard Trust 
A Bruised Reed: The Life and Times of Anne Steele - J.R. Broome. 
388pp. Hdbk. £17.50. ISBN 10-1-897837-18-6. 
This is a highly detailed and painstaking account of the 18th century 
hymn writer, Anne Steele, who is best known today as the author of 
Father of Mercies, in Thy Word and a few other hymns. These 
represent, however, only a tiny proportion of her output which 
includes not only hymns but also many ‘Psalms attempted in Verse’, 
all of which are printed here as Parts II and III. 
Anne Steele (1717-78) was born into a prosperous Particular Baptist 
family in Broughton, rural Hampshire, and spent most of her life in 
that area. She never married, and suffered considerable ill-health 
(possibly malaria and other problems) throughout her life. These 
trials she bore with godly resignation, even cheerfulness. 
The author of this book has tried to show how Anne Steele’s life fits 
into the history of the 17th and 18th centuries, so there are extended 
references, for example, to the ‘Glorious Revolution’ of 1688, the 
Seven Years War, and so on. It is interesting to see that the 
‘Dissenters’ among whom Anne Steele spent her life did not shut 
themselves off from the Evangelical Awakening, despite the 
impression sometimes given regarding Dissenters as a body.  
There are fascinating glimpses of Particular Baptist church and 
family life in the 18th century. The author leaves no stone unturned in 
extracting detailed information from the Diary of Anne’s step-mother 
and from other sources, information about the personal lives of 
numerous family members, including ministers of the Gospel, and 
there is even a (lengthy!) sermon delivered by Anne’s own father in 
1750. This is a scholarly work which will be of great usefulness to 
those interested in the work of God in our land around 250 years 
ago.                                                                                 John Manton 
 
Evangelical Press 
The Dawn of Heaven Breaks - ed. Sharon James. 160pp. Pbk. £8.95. 
ISBN 0-85234-641-7. 
The subtitle of this attractive book - Anticipating Eternity - indicates 
its theme. Sharon James has brought together a wide variety of 
material - Scripture passages, prayers, hymns, extracts from books 
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and sermons - which enable God’s people to prepare for heaven. The 
average length of the items is about two pages, so that the sick and 
elderly can read just a short passage at a time. 
The ground covered can be shown by the section titles: Anticipating 
heaven; Times of illness and pain; Aging; Facing death; And then - 
eternity. The glorious prospect which awaits believers in the Lord 
Jesus is held before us. This book should be a blessing to many of 
all ages.                                                                           John Manton 
Is That You Lord? - Gary E. Gilley. 96pp. Pbk. £6.95. ISBN 13-
978-0-85234-625-5. 
The question of guidance has long been a thorny one for God’s 
people. The position taken by Gary Gilley (a pastor in the USA) has 
been around for several years, and can perhaps best be summed up 
by the following question and answer: “Has God instructed us to 
search for his specific will? I believe the answer is ‘no’ ” (p.52). 
Scripture lays down clear principles for our behaviour, so the 
argument goes, and our task is to weigh up the pros and cons for any 
line of action which may be before us, and then to act, taking care to 
stay within the scriptural guidelines. God is sovereign and can change 
our proposed direction at any time, but such intervention is always 
crystal clear, so that we do not need to agonize over whether we are 
‘in God’s will’. 
The case is well presented, though I just wonder whether the author, 
in reacting against the ‘traditional’ view of guidance, has gone a little 
too far.                                                                            John Manton 
The Rise of Paganism - Jonathan Skinner. 240pp. Pbk. N.P. ISBN 
10-0-85234-624-7. 
Some may feel that this is a subject unworthy of study. All believers 
should be concerned about the resurgence of paganism. To worship 
the creation but to forget the Creator is both idolatry and a tragedy. 
Because of vast displays of ‘new spiritual’ books on offer, the 
average man is now increasingly aware of a spiritual dimension, is 
often fascinated by it, yet remains utterly confused and lost. There are 
many seekers these days. This may be a God given opportunity to 
reach them. As it is essential to be informed, this book will prove 
valuable.                                      Aubrey Ridge 
[Recommended reading for all parents, teachers, upper teenagers, 
youth group leaders and pastors. J.M.B.] 
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Beyond Amazing Grace - J. Todd Murray. 282pp. Pbk. £10 (?) 
ISBN 13-978-0-852340653-2. 
In this splendid book, the author draws a wide range of timeless 
pastoral lessons from the letters, hymns and sermons of John 
Newton. In five sections - So Great Salvation; Growing in Holiness; 
Spiritual Disciplines; Pastoral Ministry and Hope Beyond the Grave 
- he distills the essence of Newton in straightforward language and 
spiritually perceptive comments. Each sub-section offers the reader 
suitable Bible readings and a key text. Topics such as the Lord’s 
dealings with us, progressive sanctification, assurance and its 
enemies, the loving patience of God, divine guidance and the loss of a 
loved one are handled Biblically and sensitively. “This book is pure 
gold.” (J.I. Packer)                                                                   J.M.B. 
 
Reformation Heritage Books 
Thomas Shepard: Pilgrim Father and Founder of Harvard - 
Alexander Whyte. 252pp. Pbk. $13.00. ISBN 9-781601-780-089. 
This is a strange book! If you are looking for a biography of Thomas 
Shepard, you will find more strictly biographical material on the back 
cover than in the book itself. However, if you are looking for truly 
searching spiritual reading, then this book certainly provides it. The 
chapters would appear to have been, in the main, preached by Whyte 
during Communion Seasons in his Edinburgh church - especially in 
the traditional Friday- and Saturday-night preparation services. A 
number of the chapters have, as a starting point, a quotation from the 
writings of Thomas Shepard (although many make no reference to 
Shepard at all; hence the somewhat misleading title). Whyte covers a 
variety of subjects, but his heart is always burdened with the 
condition of sinners and their need of a Saviour. This is a beautifully 
Christ-centred work. Once this book is taken for what it is, it is 
highly recommended. 
                                                                                   Malcolm Lowrie 
A Consuming Fire: The Piety of Alexander Whyte - Michael A.G. 
Haykin. 121pp. Pbk. $9.00. ISBN 978-1-60178-002-7. 
This is a remarkably helpful little book on the life and writings of 
Alexander Whyte. In only 16 pages Haykin introduces us to Whyte, 
an illegitimate child who rose to become an outstanding preacher in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. Hykin gives us a rounded picture 
and is not afraid to draw attention to Whyte'’ mistaken view of the 
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‘Higher Criticism’ Movement. However, what comes through, both 
in the Life and in the excellent series of excerpts from the Writings, is 
the depth of Whyte’s concern for his people. Once termed a 
‘Monomaniac about Sin’, Whyte was very much in thrall to the grace 
of God toward sinners. The judgment is therefore harsh. This is 
altogether an excellent volume.                                   Malcolm Lowrie 
Behind Convent Walls - Beth Coombe Harris. 232pp. Pbk. $12.00. 
ISBN 978-1-892777-96-6. 
This interesting little book is a fictionalized account of the life of 
Charlotte de Bourbon. After the death of her godly Protestant mother, 
Charlotte’s father sent her to the Abbey of Jouarre, where she later 
became Abbess. But the Gospel truths taught by her mother stayed 
with her, and were passed on to the other nuns. The story is told 
simply, with a sprinkling of adventure and romance. A short 
Introduction makes clear which characters are historical and which 
are fictional. It gives an interesting and accessible insight into the 
Huguenot struggle, and highlights the power of the Gospel to 
flourish in the most hostile circumstances.                   Miriam Lowrie 
Taking Root - Diana Klein. 190pp. Pbk. $6.00. ISBN 978-1-60178-
001-0. 
This is the first volume in a series of devotional stories for children, 
‘The Lord’s Garden’. The book presents children with conversion 
narratives, many of them 19th century stories re-written for modern 
readers. Each story is introduced with a Scripture text, accompanied 
by a line drawing. Both the writing and the presentation are very 
‘traditional’ in style. While aimed at children, the book may be of use 
to ministers seeking illustrations or children’s addresses.           M.L. 
The Inner Sanctum of Puritan Piety: John Flavel’s Doctine of Union 
with Christ - J. Stephen Yuille. Pbk. £8.00 (?) 
Dr. Yuille is to be congratulated for showing us how John Flavel’s 
doctrine of the believer’s union with Christ lies at the heart of the 
Puritan pursuit of godliness. Ten of the eleven chapters deal with 
aspects of this union. Flavel acknowledges that although communion 
with God in spiritual duties is precious, it falls far short of what 
awaits the believer in heaven. In these days of the mad pursuit of 
sinful pleasure at all costs, it is good to be reminded that ‘communion 
with God, and the enjoyment of Him, are the true and proper 
intentions and purposes for which the soul of man was created. You  
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will read with delight and be blessed. This book is a ‘MUST’.                                
Aubrey Ridge 

 
Christian Focus Publications 
Oxford and the Evangelical Succession and Cambridge and the 
Evangelical Succession - Sir Marcus Loane. 240pp and 181pp. 
Hdbk. £10 each (?) ISBN 1-84550-245-0 and 1-84550-244-2. 
These attractive reprints of the 1950 and 1952 editions combine a 
beautiful prose style, masterly compression of information and 
soundness in the Evangelical-Reformed Faith. The two narratives - of 
the leading 18th century Evangelicals George Whitefield, John 
Newton, Thomas Scott, Richard Cecil, Daniel Wilson, William 
Grimshawe, John Berridge, Henry Venn and Charles Simeon (not all 
of whom were Oxbridge men) - sparkle with gems as they trace 
“how God used each generation to beget and quicken another. ” 
Read about these men of God, thank the Lord for raising them up, 
pray for the same graces that they had, and beg God to bless their 
witness to their apostate successors who are strangers to the Thirty-
nine Articles, zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of souls, and 
costly perseverance in the face of opposition. God placed them in the 
front rank of His army to fight afresh the battles of the Reformation 
and to leave us examples to follow. In short, the author reminds 
Anglicans what true Evangelicalism is (i.e. neither Liberal nor 
Ecumenical, as understood today, but ‘Calvinistic’). Also, a prayerful, 
unprejudiced reading of these titles would, with God’s blessing, both 
edify and broaden the minds of Non-Conformists whose frequently-
heard dirge is: “Can any good come out of Anglicanism?”                                     
                                                                                                  J.M.B. 
The Parables of Jesus - Terry Johnson. 448pp. Pbk. £10.99. ISBN 
978-1844550-292-8. 
Here is a fresh, vigorous and contemporary approach to our Lord’s 
Parables by an American pastor whose challenge is virtually: ‘What 
impact have Jesus’s Parables made on your life?’ The subtitle 
indicates the theme and thread of the book: Entering, Growing, 
Living and Finishing in God’s Kingdom. Thorough and accurate in 
exposition, the title moves quickly into the realm of application, each 
chapter ending with a few Study Questions that we would all do well 
to ask ourselves. The author’s use of various versions of Holy 
Scripture should not prevent lovers of the King James Version from 
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refreshing their memories and searching their hearts. Possibly the 
best treatment of the Parables since Trench.                              J.M.B. 
The Divine Inspiration of Scripture - Louis Gaussen. 304pp. Hdbk. 
£15.99. ISBN 978-1-85792-449-7. 
How thankful to God we should be for the republication of this 
classic treatment of a fundamental of our faith that has been maligned, 
ridiculed, rationalized and whittled away for centuries. The author, an 
evangelical pastor in Geneva when its Reformed foundations were 
under constant attack by man’s unregenerate reason, not only gives 
us a true exegesis of the Greek word Theopneustia = God-breathed 
(see 2 Tim 3.16); he also systematically assembles the many 
appearances in Scripture where it claims to be the Word of God. 
Thus Gaussen appeals directly to God’s Word itself. His nervous 
style (e.g. Does the Bible come from God; is it altogether from 
God?) is calculated to stimulate us to pursue his arguments till we 
ourselves are sure of his answers. The original title (1847) speaks for 
itself: It Is Written: or Every Word and Expression contained in the 
Scriptures Proved to be from God.  May the same Holy Spirit who 
moved Gaussen to write it bless it to ‘stablish, strengthen, settle’ all 
who read it.                                                                               J.M.B.                      
 

........................................ 
 

“Let others be wise to their own destruction; let them establish their 
own imaginations for the word of God and rule of their faith; but 
hold you fast what you have received, and contend earnestly for it. 
Add nothing, and diminish nothing; let this lamp shine till the day 
dawn, till the morning of the resurrection, and walk ye in the light of 
it, and do not kindle any other sparkles, else ye shall lie down in the 
grave in sorrow, and rise in sorrow. Take the Word of God as the 
only rule, and the perfect rule, a rule for all your actions, civil, natural 
and religious, for all must be done to His glory, and His Word 
teacheth how to attain to that end. Let not your imaginations, let not 
others’ example, let not the preaching of men, let not the conclusions 
and Acts of Assemblies, be your rule, but in as far as you find them 
agreeing with the perfect rule of God’s Holy Word. All other rules 
are . . like publications and intimations of the rule itself . . . the 
Scripture is . . a ruling rule. (Hugh Binning: Works. 1839. I. 36-37) 
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A New Year Comment 
 

[In view of Herr Ratzinger’s recent claims that his communion is the 
only true church, we append two quotations for our readers’ 
consideration: one from a New Year’s Day sermon (1865) by C.H. 
Spurgeon, the notable Baptist preacher; the other from a ‘Christmas 
Day’ sermon (1622) by John Donne, once the Dean of St. Paul’s, 
London. They are both strikingly relevant for today. May both 
Anglicans and Nonconformists lay them to heart.] 
 
“In former days, when some of the churches of Christ began to 
shake off the yoke of popedom from their necks, the plea urged 
against reformation was the necessity of maintaining unity. ‘You 
must bear with this ceremony and that dogma; no matter how 
antichristian and unholy, you must bear with it, endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’ So spoke the old serpent 
in those early days: ‘The Church is one: woe unto those who create 
schism!’ It may be true that Mary is set up in the place of Christ, that 
images are worshipped, cast-off clouts and rotten rags adored, and 
pardons bought and sold for crimes of every kind   . . . but still . . 
you must lie down, restrain the testimony of the Spirit within you, 
keep his truth under a bushel, and let the lie prevail. This was the 
grand sophistry of the Church of Rome. When, however, she could 
not seduce men by talking of love and union, she took upon herself to 
use her natural tone of voice, and cursed heartily right and left; and let 
her curse till she expires! ”           
                                                                                               (C.H.S.) 
 
 
“Let me see a Dominican and a Jesuit reconciled in doctrinal papacy 
for free will and predestination. Let me see a French papist and an 
Italian papist reconciled in state papistry for the pope’s jurisdiction. 
Let me see the Jesuits and the secular priests reconciled in England. 
And when they are reconciled to one another, let them press 
reconciliation to their Church.”                                                  (J.D.) 
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Letter

All spiritual blessings be on my dear friend! Whatever the tender 
heart or the almighty arm of the loving Jesus has to bestow, may it be 
all yours!
What a life is this! hurry, hurry, hurry, from place to place, from this 
object to that: weary with seeking, but never finding rest. Happy 
Christian, who is fixed to a point! Go where he will, ONE object is his 
ALL. The crucified Saviour is his happiness; his perfect, everlasting 
happiness; and this heaven he carries about with him. No time, no 
place, no circumstances make any change. He has one Lord, one faith, 
the same yesterday, today and for ever. Come pain, sickness, poverty, 
death, the Saviour's love and power bear him up. Come temptations 
of all kinds. I will be with thee in the hour of temptation, says the 
Lord God. Where He is, nothing need be feared, because nothing can 
hurt.
O my friend, the true knowledge of Jesus Christ is an infallible cure 
for all the miseries which come into the world by sin. There is no 
evil of mind or body, temporal or eternal, but our precious dear Lord 
is engaged by office to remove it. And shall not you and I value and 
love Him? What can we set our hearts upon, what can bid so high for 
them, as this adorable Saviour? May He enable us to give them to 
Him, and then He will sanctify all their inferior loves, will let us love 
them as flowing from His grace, so that this love will make us love 
Him more. This love is heaven. All joy and glory is in it.
And as for the happiness of His redeemed people, we shall never 
know how great it is till we join the church above. It will be a glorious 
meeting.

Jesus bless you! Amen, amen.

I am, for His sake, your faithful friend,

William Romaine
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Tapes of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”

The Glory of New Birth and a Changed Life, The Glory of Calvary and 
Atonement, The Glory of Heaven and Home – Vernon Higham – 3 Tapes
The Infallibility and Authority of Scripture – Austin Walker, Crawley
The Sufficiency of Scripture – Jeremy Walker, Crawley
Grace Alone – Peter Hallihan, Shropshire
Faith Alone – Gordon Davidson, London
Examples of Revival, The Theology of Revival, & Revival Today –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes

The Doctrines of Grace as taught by Jesus Christ –
Peter Rowell (Crowborough) – 2 tapes

Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)

God’s Good Purpose – Andrew Davies (London)

The Weakness of the Law and the Power of God – Achille Blaize (London)

The Grace of Christ, The Gift of Salvation and The Glory of Heaven –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes

God’s Plan for Marriage and The Family – Vernon Higham

God’s Guidance in Raising a Family – Mark Johnston

The Family as the Basis of Society – Achille Blaize

‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, 
-3 tapes by Mark Johnston

Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk

Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley

God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1-9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury

The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead

The Heart of the Cross, The Victory of the Cross, Glory of the Cross, -3 Tapes 
By Andrew Davis of South Wales

Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland

Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London

Tapes previously advertised are still available.

Page 32

BKT001 (Original)   32 10/12/07   11:57:13


