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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Editorial 

 
Some readers may feel that we stain the pages of Peace and Truth 

by inserting the following account, but the love of Christ constrains 

us, and many in Reformed circles may not be aware of the goings-

on of present-day ecumenicals. So we include it. 

 

On 20
th

 January this year, a Centenary Day of Prayer for Christian 

Unity was held throughout Britain and Ireland. It was organized by 

Churches Together. The brochure in which the Order of Service 

appeared was entitled ‘Pray Without Ceasing.’ For the occasion the 

three main churches of Swanwick (Anglican, Baptist and 

Methodist), where Churches Together originated in the Hayes 

Conference Centre, gathered in the Methodist chapel. The building 

was packed.  

 

Those who assembled in the chapel were welcomed by a ‘Worship 

Leader.’ During the proceedings there were four Songs, Drama and 

Violins accompanying the singing. 

 

In the printed Introduction the question was asked: “What prompted 

an Episcopalian Franciscan priest from America, called Father Paul 

Wattson, to start these gatherings in 1908?” Also in the Introduction 

appeared a Prayer made by “St Francis before San Damiano 

crucifix” which “inspired” Wattson to persevere with his 

ecumenical vision.  

 

Further on in the proceedings there was a Responsive Reading of 

Psalm 34, a Penitential Chant, a period of silence, a Bible Reading 

(1 Thessalonians 5.14b-18), an Antiphon based on a prayer of 

Augustine of Hippo, a Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession, 

and a Sermon/Reflection.  

 

The gist of the sermon was ‘love one another, strive for peace and 

justice, and take care of the environment.’ No mention was made of 
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the Sovereignty of God, man’s desperate need of salvation, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, His atoning death for the sins of His people, the 

need to be born again by the Word and Spirit of God and to place 

our whole trust in Him alone for salvation, or of heaven and hell. 

During her prayer, the Methodist woman ‘minister’ referred to the 

Holy Spirit as “she.” 

 

In Song Two, Henry Baker’s Lord, Thy Word abideth, the first two 

lines were changed without acknowledgment, and ‘thy’ became 

‘your’ throughout, in keeping with modern trendiness; while in 

Song Three the Persons of the Godhead were introduced as “the 

Father of Creation”, “Jesus Christ our Lord and brother” and “Holy 

Spirit, love that binds us to the Father and the Son.”   

 

The ‘drama’ was an ecumenical visual aid. A man entered carrying 

four or five plastic bags. He began to advertise his wares like a 

salesman or market stall holder. A woman shopper had her attention 

arrested. [He represented the churches, she the ‘outsider’]. 

Following a few preliminary exchanges, the man dipped into his 

‘Anglican bag’ and fished out four of the Thirty-nine Articles and a 

choir boy. She took them. Then came the ‘Roman bag’, with its 

little replica of a priest and a bottle of incense. She took these too. 

And so on. To close the charade, the churches’ salesman informed 

his amused audience that the way forward is to take a little from 

each bag, as the woman had done. The salesmanship was enjoyed 

by almost all present. 

 

Towards the end of the brochure appeared the heading “Action 

Stations.” These were “stations” placed around the “church” [does 

this ring any ‘Roman bells’?] in different colours: “green for Planet 

Earth, white for Justice and Peace and red for Hospitality.” Those 

present were invited to “choose ONE of the Action Stations”, 

collect a ribbon from it and ask the person sitting next to them to tie 

it around their wrist “to show your commitment to that topic.” They 

were then asked to choose one of the actions on their particular 

Action Station list “and promise to do it.” Among the actions were: 
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“Planet Earth - Green 

Put out food for the birds in winter and during the breeding season 

in spring. 

Make up some games to play with your friends which don’t need 

batteries or electricity.” 

“Justice and Peace - White 

Don’t hurt people or animals. 

Read the Beatitudes (Matthew 5.1-10) every day for a month.” 

“Hospitality - Red 

Make a welcoming poster for your church notice board. 

Pray for people who have had to leave their country because they 

were not safe.” 

 

Before the “Blessing” and “Sending Out”, all were to join in an 

“Ecumenical version of the Lord’s Prayer.” 

 

Our comments on this ‘Service’ will be confined to the following: 

Was not the Puritan John Owen very wise when he exhorted his 

hearers to investigate the source of every movement purporting to 

be from God, besides the means it employs to foster itself and the 

end to which it tends? When we apply this counsel to the 

foregoing proceedings, what must we conclude? 

 

1. A mere creature dares to call himself a priest when our Lord 

Jesus Christ Himself is the only Priest of true Christians. 

2. He is defiant enough to pray before a ‘crucifix’ of wood, metal or 

stone, when all images of God and idolatry are strictly forbidden in 

Scripture. 

3. The organizers of this event have brazenly taken the liberty to 

tamper with Holy Scripture and a precious old hymn. 

4. A woman presumes to calls herself a minister (contrary to the 

divine authority of Christ and His apostles), blasphemously refers 

to the Holy Spirit as ‘she’, and ‘preaches’ a ‘sermon’ without 

mentioning Christ, the sum and substance of all apostolic 

preaching. 
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5. A caricature of true Christian unity emerges by turning the aim of 

our Lord’s prayer in John 17 into a plea for justice, peace, 

hospitality and care of the environment. 

 

Perhaps saddest of all, most of those who attended this ‘Service’ 

commented how enjoyable it was. Has our ‘low visibility’ fallen so 

low that we can no longer discern spiritual things from natural? Do 

we have such little regard for the authority and worship of God that 

we can make them ‘noses of wax’ to serve any purpose we please? 

O may God Himself awaken us to the abysmal state in which so 

many ‘churches’ that name the name of Christ fail to find 

themselves! May He pour out the Spirit of repentance on us, the 

Spirit of grace and of supplications, that we might lie at His 

footstool and beg His mercy for such insults to His great and holy 

Name! 

 

[Afternote: your editor did not attend the above-mentioned 

occasion. However, he was informed of its goings-on by a 

trustworthy witness, and has read the brochure containing the Order 

of Service.] 

 

We append the following extract from a sermon by Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon preached on 14
th

 September 1856. So appropriate is it 

that it might have been delivered in the wake of the foregoing. 

 

“We live in very singular times. The professing church has been 

flattering itself that, notwithstanding all our divisions with regard to 

doctrine, we were all right in the main. A false and spurious 

liberality has been growing up, which has covered us all, so that we 

have dreamed that all who bore the name of ministers were indeed 

God’s servants; that all who occupied pulpits, of whatever 

denomination they might be, were entitled to our respect, as being 

stewards of the mystery of Christ.  

 

But lately, the weeds upon the surface of the stagnant pool have 

been a little stirred, and we have been enabled to look down into the 
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depths. This is a day of strife, a day of division, a time of war and 

fighting between professing Christians. God be thanked for it! Far 

better that it should be so than that the false calm should any longer 

exert its fatal spell over us.  

 

The day is come when we must know who is for the Lord and for 

his truth, and who are on the side of error. The time is now come 

when some men, once distinguished among us for the attractiveness 

of their preaching, must be ranked among those who are opponents 

of the truth. We did once imagine, in the blindness of our charity, 

that we all preached one gospel, but now the enmity of the carnal 

mind has appeared. Carnal churches have chosen to themselves 

cruel teachers, who have begun to teach strange doctrines, which 

they mystify by their words, garnish with their eloquence, and try to 

support by specious logic, apart from simple Scripture. 

 

The time is coming when it shall be openly proved who is on the 

Lord’s side; at this very hour, separations are taking place. We 

weep for the cause; we do not weep for the effect. We weep that 

there should have been such heresies growing up in the midst of the 

church; but we do not weep when we see those heresies brought out 

to the day and slaughtered, with what some think remorseless 

cruelty, but what we believe [is] unflinching justice. 

 

We desire that God may spare to us the men who are still faithful 

and who will never cease, at the risk of being called bigots, to drag 

out to the light those who lie against God’s gospel, to bring them 

publicly before the world as opponents of the faith which is in 

Christ Jesus, whereby we hope to be saved. May God give us 

courage to stand up for the right!” 

          ......................................................................................... 

 

Protestant Reformation Society Meeting 

Brinkworth Parish Church, Wiltshire. Saturday June 14
th

. 2.30 

pm. Subject: Christ Alone Exalted (The Life and Work of 

Tobias Crisp, Rector 1627-42). Speaker: Dr. David N. Samuel. 
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Christ Lifted Up 

 
[In May 1936 the Sovereign Grace Union held a Conference on 

Experimental Religion. The Conference Sermon, reproduced here, 

was preached by Pastor J.K.Popham. We believe that nothing is 

more needed today than the power of the doctrines of grace 

wrought in our hearts by the Holy Spirit and evident in our lives by 

strict but winsome holiness. Ed.] 

 

‘And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.’                    

                                                                                        (John 12.32) 

 

As this Conference is to deal with the subject, profound and 

mysterious, of Experimental Religion, it will not be amiss if I touch 

on that subject. We have here, first of all, a doctrine: the death of 

Christ; and second, experience. ‘If I die, I will draw all for whom I 

die unto Me.’ [This understanding of the text is rightly derived from 

the analogy of faith, or the overall teaching of Holy Scripture. Ed.] 

 

Doctrine 

 

Three things concurred to bring about the death of Christ: 

1. The determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. Calvary was 

no second thought in God after the Fall. An eternal purpose in the 

glorious Trinity took hold of all whom God would have redeemed 

from among men who were fallen.  

2. The infinite condescension of the Son of God in becoming the 

Servant of the Father, whose equal He is, thus displaying infinite 

love, wisdom, grace and goodness. 

3. The rejection of Him by His nation: ‘Away with Him! Crucify 

Him!’ ‘He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.’ 

 

Three things contributed to the vicariousness and efficacy of this 

predetermined death: 
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1. The dignity of the Person of Christ, the Son of God, taking on 

Him the nature of the children, the seed of Abraham, that there 

might be imputed to Him the sins of the chosen people. Had He 

taken another nature, not our own, our sin could not have been 

imputed to Him. If our sin was to be atoned for, it must be by one 

of our own nature. 

2. The lifting of Jesus on high that the curse of the law which we 

deserved might fall upon Him. He passively received it as being 

due to Him, because He had taken His people’s place. He had 

engaged to pay their debt, to die their death, to bear their curse, and 

so He received all this passively, with no objection, no rejection, 

but just as though He had opened His heart and said: ‘Sword, smite 

Me; wrath, come in awfulness like liquid fire into My Person.’ 

3. The third thing contributing to the vicariousness of Christ’s death 

is that on the cross He actively offered Himself to God without 

spot. His activity on Calvary is clearly revealed. He offered Himself 

not as a priest among the priests who then were offering their daily 

sacrifice, but as the appointed, anointed High Priest after the order 

of Melchizedec. On Calvary, as it were, He took into His own 

hands and offered Himself: Himself the wondrous altar, Himself the 

amazing sacrifice, Himself the great High Priest. 

 

Christ was thus lifted up. What did He effect? What was achieved 

by His uplifting? 

1. Infinite satisfaction was made to infinite outraged justice. Either 

justice will stand on our side or pierce us with eternal destruction 

from the presence of the Lord. Christ paid our debt and satisfied 

infinite justice. 

2. He appeased divine holiness, which in its nakedness as against us 

must necessarily have prevented our approach to God. Wondrous 

mercy, that the holiness of God can now not only tolerate but 

encourage us to come to Him, because Christ rendered such 

complete satisfaction that nothing can be added to it. A leper, a 

poor polluted wretch may come, because the death of Christ 

satisfied the holiness of God. 
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3. A way was made for pardon. With God are ‘forgivenesses.’ 

There could not have been forgivenesses, not one, but for Christ’s 

death. Says Luther: ‘Heaps, rivers and oceans of sins are forgiven.’ 

Christ achieved that. 

4. A way was made for the Gospel to be proclaimed in the ears of 

nations and in the hearts of the elect. No atonement, no Gospel. At 

Christ’s incarnation angels were despatched from heaven to 

proclaim the glad news. 

5. A way was made for the institution of the ministry of the Gospel. 

The Lord has a word to give, ‘the word of salvation’, by the death 

of Christ. True ministers have one word, one message only, Paul’s 

message: ‘I determined not to know anything among you, save 

Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.’ No other subject is worthy of his 

lips. Great is the condescension of God to choose men to preach the 

Gospel. Full of death, our death; full of life, because Christ has 

conquered death, and brought life and immortality to light through 

the Gospel. 

 

This is the doctrine, and no experience can be right that is not 

foursquare with doctrine. Sound doctrine is the foundation of sound 

experience. Is what I know, and feel, and believe, according to the 

Scriptures? This is a sure test for all who desire to be right with 

God. Does it not rest on this foundation? 

 

Experience 

 

‘I will draw all men unto Me.’ Drawing implies movement. In all 

movement there are two points, whence and whither. 

Whence? From death; you have been quickened, who were dead in 

trespasses and sin. The beginning of vital religion is the wind of the 

Spirit blowing divine, eternal life into the dead sinner.  

Thence comes all sense of condemnation, all tenderness of 

conscience towards God, conscience which becomes at once the 

friend of God in the soul. 
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We are not born with grace, but we are born to receive it if we 

belong to the Church of God. ‘You hath He quickened, who were 

dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 

disobedience.’ 

 

All real religion commences with conviction; indeed, we should not 

be wide of the mark if we said that all true Christian experience is a 

matter of conviction. We are convinced, if regenerate, of our sin, 

that the duties imposed on us by the law we have never performed; 

that the law has just claims on us which we can never meet; that the 

debt we have accumulated we can never pay; that the holiness we 

should possess we can never obtain. It is an awful but a blessed 

thing to be a sinner. The Holy Spirit makes sinners in their 

experience. The source of all evil is sin in us; the source of 

conviction is grace brought by the Holy Ghost.  Thereby Christ 

draws the sinner from death into a spirit of humble confession. 

Every child of God has to confess his sins, and a happy thing it is 

when a man can get into his corner at night and reckon up his 

accounts. Israel had to offer a lamb morning and evening, implying 

confession of sin which must always accompany vital religion. 

 

Light shows us what is right and wrong, what to follow and what to 

avoid; and when we follow what we should avoid, we sin. Though 

you lied not with your lips, your spirit was false; though you did not 

dishonour God with your lips, you did not honour Him in your 

heart; and many things the child of God has daily to confess, and 

grace is given to him for this purpose. 

 

Christ draws from fear and bondage into liberty, power, love and a 

sound mind; then, more than ever, the sinner becomes ashamed of 

himself, of his delinquency, rebellion, enmity, ignorance and 

frowardness. He learns that he has no prayer except it be given him, 

no faith except it be wrought in him. 
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When a sense of bondage comes into the soul, legal fears arise; but 

Jesus says: ‘Come unto Me!’ ‘We have not an high priest which 

cannot be touched with our infirmities; but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin.’ ‘Come unto Me.’ Can a 

guilty, polluted sinner come to Jesus? Yes, for He came expressly 

in order to invite such a person to come. ‘But I am vile and 

leprous.’ Under the Levitical economy the leper had to separate 

himself from all his fellows; but there was one person to whom he 

might, nay must go - the priest. ‘Come unto Me’, says Jesus, ‘and I 

will give you rest’, rest from your guilt, rest from your restlessness, 

rest in My love and righteousness, rest in Me. 

 

The love of Christ draws sinners of all nations, tribes, tongues and 

peoples to His precious blood, and when it is applied their 

consciences are purged. ‘If the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 

ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying 

of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your 

conscience from dead works’ - works done in unbelief, works of the 

flesh, all manner of sin and blasphemy - ‘to serve the living God?’ 

Is that attainable? May a sinner know that in this life? If he does not 

know it in some measure in this life, he will not know it in eternity. 

Oh, but it is very great to be forgiven! One of the greatest of all 

experiences in this life is to have one’s sins purged away from the 

conscience. A conscience burdened with guilt is a great tormentor, 

and it may be assisted by memories springing up from years ago, 

vile thoughts and cherished desires. Can these be purged away? A 

minister said to me on his death bed: ‘My conscience is as if it had 

never had a sin on it.’ I knew a young man seventy years ago whose 

conscience was purged, and who could say to himself: ‘It would be 

as easy for me to die tonight as it is to lay my head on this pillow.’ 

 ‘Can blood such horrid crimes atone? 

 Yes, blood so rich as Thine.’ 

 

An uplifted Christ draws His people to a holy life (Rom 12.1,2; 1 

Pet 1.15,16). Grace prevents sin, first in the heart, and then in the 
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life. Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. You will love your neighbour; 

you will follow after righteousness; you will walk in uprightness of 

mind and tenderness of conscience. All this is the effect of Christ’s 

death. He bought the Church with His own blood, that it should be 

to His praise and glory. 

 

Christ draws sinners who are bound by their feebleness to His 

strength. Anything attempted by a child of God in the way of life 

without reference to Christ is sin. If you attempt to rid yourself of 

this or that sin or evil without Christ, you commit sin in that very 

act. You will be brought back by smarting, conscious of your guilt, 

and Christ will say, as He draws you to Himself: ‘My strength is 

made perfect in weakness. My wisdom is revealed to you in your 

experience of ignorance.’ 

 

The Lord draws His people to worship. Worship is a spiritual act. 

‘God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in 

spirit and in truth.’ When you really worship, you are right in 

thought, wishes, humility and love. Happy is the man who is drawn 

by the Lord Jesus as crucified, and revealed by the Holy Ghost, and 

who can say in his heart: ‘God forbid that I should glory save in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 

me, and I unto the world.’ A double crucifixion! 

 

All who are drawn are chastened. All trouble is not chastening, for 

the world has its troubles. Tribulation is chastening. The word is 

derived from an ancient instrument [tribulum. Ed] which separated 

the chaff from the wheat. It served the same purpose as the old-

fashioned flail, the use of which some of us can remember, and is 

now superseded by the threshing machine. ‘I will draw all men unto 

Me’, not to walk with the world, although in it. ‘They are not of the 

world, even as I am not of the world.’ The Christian’s feet must 

tread a path of separation from the world, a path that leads to 

heaven, a path of peace and communion with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
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Some Reformation Theologians: 

John Diodati (1576-1649) 

 
Introduction 

Dr. John ‘Rabbi’ Duncan, no mean linguist, once said: “The three 

best translations of the Bible, in my opinion, are, in order of merit, 

the English [Authorised Version], the Dutch [Staatsbibel] and 

Diodati’s Italian Version.” This latter translation, along with 

Diodati’s Pious Annotations upon the Holy Bible and the twenty-

five theses on Scripture that he presented to the Genevan Academy 

on the occasion of his graduation, form the basis of Andrea 

Ferrari’s recent study of the Italian Reformer, from which this 

article is gratefully culled. 

 

His Life 

The son of Carlo Diodati, an elder of the city of Lucca who had fled 

Italy for Geneva on account of persecution by the Roman 

Inquisition, John Diodati was born in Geneva in June 1576. Little is 

known of his childhood and youth, but after a foundation course in 

the Classics at Geneva College he attended Geneva Academy to 

study Scripture and Theology. The declared aim of the professors in 

1637 reflects the original vision of Calvin, its founder. It was not to 

produce “vain disputants . . learned in theory without savour or 

strength”, but “to provide a holy nursery garden of devout pastors, 

pure in their faith, strong in their zeal, well conducted and sober, 

keeping guard with a clear conscience over the grand mystery of 

piety, and administering with justice the Word of Truth.” Every 

discipline in both College and Academy served this purpose. “Each 

lesson opened and closed with prayer. One hour during the day was 

kept for sacred hymns. On Wednesday mornings pupils listened to 

a sermon that they had to discuss in the afternoons. On Sundays . . 

they attended a morning service, an afternoon service and the 

catechising.” (Louis Binz). Every art and science studied was “not 

to be used for the glorification and praise of human genius, but for 
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the glory of God.” (W.Stanford Reid). This was the environment 

which nurtured and moulded Diodati’s life and character. 

 

In 1596 Diodati submitted his twenty-five theses on Holy Scripture. 

They were to be “of central importance in his future work.” 

(Emidio Campi). So great was God’s blessing on his studies that in 

the following year he was called to teach Hebrew in the Academy, 

and in 1599 he filled the Chair of Theology part-time. 

 

Towards the close of 1600 Diodati married Maddalena 

Burlamacchi, another child of Luccan refugees. Three years later he 

submitted his Italian translation of Holy Scripture to the Genevan 

Company of Pastors. After further improvements in accuracy and 

style, it was published in 1607. Diodati openly acknowledged the 

Lord’s enabling and prayed that He would “make it strong with His 

blessing.” By this he meant that God would use it to the conversion 

and sanctification of his Italian countrymen. The two motives 

prompting this desire were: (1) the conviction that the whole Bible 

was the Word of God, and that it was necessary for the salvation of 

sinners, and (2) “to counteract schemes of Rome aimed at nullifying 

the results of the Reformation in Europe.” (Ferrari). Let us 

remember that the Roman Council of Trent had earlier passed 

canons and decrees against Protestantism, that the Inquisition was 

burning believers for their Biblical Faith, and that Geneva was both 

“the city of refuge and the school of the martyr.” (J. Cherbuliez). 

The secret traffic in Bibles and Reformed writings from Geneva to 

Italy via Venice was already producing martyrs for Christ. 

 

In response to the appeal for help by Sir Henry Watton, the English 

Ambassador to Venice, in introducing the Reformed Faith to 

Venice, Diodati joined him there, but finding many people ‘cold’ 

and the Italian agent ‘conniving’, he returned to Geneva. (1608). In 

November of that year he was ordained to the pastoral ministry, 

“not without much fear and anxiety”, but led and upheld “by the 

constraint and strength of the calling of God.” He resolved to 

“imitate every day the holy example of the great servants of God” 
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who had gone before him. Diodati’s balanced blend of exegetical 

skill and spiritual application served his people well. His wisdom 

and tact were drawn on to restore order at Nimes, in France, 

following its pastor’s excommunication. (1612-14). His similar 

services at Pont-de-Veyle (1617) produced “reconciliation that left 

visible signs and deep gratitude” amongst the worshippers. 

 

Soon Diodati’s preaching was heard of throughout Europe, and in 

1618-19 he attended the famous Synod of Dort, where he preached 

to nearby churches “very sweetly . . not as [Theological] Doctors 

used to do in [Divinity] Schools.” (Walter Baulcanquhall). As 

Genevan representatives at the Synod, Diodati and his colleague 

Theodore Tronchin made “minor contributions” to the Synod’s 

conclusions against the Arminians. 

 

In the 1620s Diodati gave much attention to the Jesuit attack on the 

Genevan translations of the Bible, and was engaged in diplomatic 

negotiations with Zurich to obtain food for the citizens of Geneva. 

By 1631 he had completed his Italian version of the Psalms for 

singing. Shortly afterwards he was involved in the disgraceful 

burning of Nicolas Antoine, a former Genevan Academy student, 

who denied the Person and Work of Christ. Two years later he took 

part in a further theological controversy against some Amyraldians, 

followers of Moise Amyraut of Saumur, who taught ‘hypothetical 

universalism’: i.e. that God the Father sent His Son into the world 

“as a universal remedy to procure salvation for each and every one 

under the condition of faith.” Diodati held to the position of Dort, 

which stated that “Jesus Christ has not suffered death except for the 

elect only, having neither intent nor command from the Father to 

make satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.” He also signed 

the petition sent to the French Synod of Alencon condemning 

Amyraut’s teaching. 

 

In 1639 Diodati was voted in as Dean of the Company of Pastors in 

Geneva. He therefore chaired their weekly meetings and 

represented them to the civic authorities. Two years later the second 
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edition of his Italian Bible was published in Geneva. In it each book 

was prefaced by an introduction, and readers were encouraged to 

study his Pious Annotations on it. The latter’s publication in 

Germany and England, where the people already had many aids to 

Bible study, shows how much their author was sought after and 

appreciated. 

 

Amazingly, Diodati now published his translation of the Bible in 

French (1644, but begun in 1618) as a reply to the allegations of 

certain Jesuits that the Genevan French Bible was inaccurate. This 

controversy took its toll on Diodati’s health, for the Company of 

Pastors disapproved of his work on it so that he had to finance the 

venture himself. Clearly the spiritual and moral condition of the city 

was declining. The death of his son Mark further weakened his 

emotional constitution, and on 3 October 1649 he himself passed 

into the immediate presence of Christ. Little did he realize that his 

life’s work as translator and teacher was later to bear much fruit 

through the writings of Francis Turretin, one of his pupils, who 

referred to him as “the great theologian.” 

 

Diodati’s life and work are still remembered fondly by Italian 

Evangelicals. “Even today, the elderly still read Diodati’s version, 

while scholars and pastors quote from it in their studies and 

sermons.” (Ferrari). Perhaps Phillip Mestrezat’s encomium at 

Diodati’s funeral summarizes what he meant to the godly of 

Geneva and Italy: “A singular gift has been given to us from God: 

John Diodati, a great man of God and true theologian, already 

restored and given back.” 

 

His Doctrine of Holy Scripture 

Diodati’s twenty-five theses contain simple statements on Holy 

Scripture designed to combat contemporary errors and clarify 

Reformed teaching for true believers. Their contents are 

corroborated and expanded in his Pious Annotations upon the Holy 

Bible. For our purposes we will summarize his teaching. 
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Theses I and II state that “Holy Scripture is the divinely inspired 

Word of God” because its source is “the breath of the Holy Spirit.” 

Only the God-breathed books, therefore, are authentic and 

canonical. 

 

Theses III, IV and V deny canonical status to the Apocrypha and 

Jerome’s Latin Vulgate, rightly claiming that the “authentic text of 

Scripture . . consists only of the Hebrew originals in the Old 

Testament and Greek originals in the New Testament.” 

 

Theses VI-IX counter Rome’s anathema against Bible translations 

[despite its canonization of Jerome’s Vulgate] and refute the 

reasons she offers for its imposition. Diodati’s motives for 

producing his Italian Version are beautifully stated: “I aimed only 

at this mark, to make clear and limpid this Fountain of Life; my 

design was to help poor and needy souls to drink largely and 

comfortably of it, and to make the way of Salvation plain and easy 

to all.” These theses place strong emphasis on the right and duty of 

everyone to read the Word of God, not to sit in judgment on it, but 

to ask the Spirit of God to kindle in us “the knowledge of God and 

of the mysteries belonging to our salvation.” 

 

Theses X-XV deal with the interpretation of Scripture. Here the 

Reformer states three fundamental principles:  

(1) Scripture has only one meaning, which is to be understood 

“from the sequence of the words and sentences.” Here Diodati 

restates the Reformers’ view that the simple grammatical meaning 

is the true one. 

(2) “The most fundamental rule of every interpretation is the 

analogy of faith.” That is, obscure passages must be understood in 

the light of clear ones, and the fewer texts on a particular topic are 

to be understood by the Bible’s general teaching on that topic. In 

short, Scripture must be interpreted by Scripture, because “the 

judge of every interpretation is the Holy Spirit speaking in the 

Scriptures.” 
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(3) The Church’s “Councils, Doctors and Pastors” possess no 

authority except the ministerial one of interpreting Scripture. They 

have no power to enforce their interpretation. 

 

Diodati’s previous theses only imply a certain relationship between 

Scripture and the Church. In Theses XVI-XIX that relationship is 

made explicit. “Scripture is trustworthy by and in virtue of itself, 

and does not need the precarious authority of the Church.” (Thesis 

XVI).  

Following Calvin, he adds the precious truth that Scripture is 

“believed by believers because the teaching authority and anointing 

of the Spirit work inwardly.” (Thesis XVII). Here Diodati deals a 

massive blow at the usurping authority of Rome.  

True, he continues, the “decision and witness of the Church have a 

place,” but only as means by which the Spirit gives Himself to His 

people. (Thesis XVIII). Paraphrasing John 14.26, he states in the 

Annotations: “It is true that I [Christ] teach you by my outward 

word, . . but the Spirit shall give you a lively and internal 

understanding of it.” This is Calvin’s doctrine of the Internal 

Testimony of the Spirit.  

The relationship between Church and Scripture, he explains, is such 

a momentous one that we must be clear that the Church merely 

witnesses to and confirms the divine authority of the Scriptures. 

That is: “[A teaching] can be believed through the Church, [but] to 

believe because of the Church is not faith.” (Thesis XIX).  

 

Diodati now touches on the Reformed view of saving faith. True 

faith, he claims, cannot depend on the Church because only 

“Scripture contains most completely all things necessary for 

salvation.” Furthermore, Scripture is necessary “because those 

things cannot be sought elsewhere.” (Theses XX and XXI). That is: 

Scripture is all-sufficient for faith to rest in. 

 

The next three theses (XXII-XXIV) represent a further response to 

the errors of Rome, whose ‘doctors’ held that Scripture was meant 

only for the well-being of the Church. No! retorts Diodati. 
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According to Calvin’s Catechism and the Annotations on Isaiah 

8.20, the Bible teaches all men that their chief end and joy is “to 

know God.” Besides, the law of God is of great benefit in 

restraining sin in society and in forming the basis of the 

unbeliever’s condemnation. Thesis XXIII rejects “unwritten 

traditions” as unnecessary for salvation. They are either “of no 

value” whatever or “they concern only Church polity,” to bolster 

Rome’s spurious claims, while Thesis XXIV expressly denies “that 

the pontifical tradition [i.e. of apostolic succession from Peter] is 

either from Christ or from the Apostles.” 

 

Finally, in Thesis XXV Diodati makes it plain that his target 

throughout all the theses has been “Pontiffs, Libertines and 

Enthusiasts,” concluding that “the Holy Spirit Himself does not flee 

from the test of Scripture.” That is: the Spirit of God and the Word 

of God must never be separated. B.B. Warfield virtually vindicates 

Diodati (without naming him) by reminding us of the fundamental 

issue in the controversy with Rome: “The real question, in a word, 

is not a new question but a perennial old question: whether the basis 

of our doctrine is to be what the Bible teaches, or what men teach.” 

Concludes Andrea Ferrari: “For Diodati there was no doubt: the 

basis of doctrine is what the Bible teaches, because the Bible is 

divine truth, the truth.” 

 

Conclusion 

John Diodati’s life and ministry was marked by “a humble 

submission to the authority of the Bible, linked to a sincere faith 

and a complete lack of trust in man.” (Ferrari). It is for this reason 

that he prayed: “Let me receive thy Word by faith, which Word is 

divine and worthy to be both believed and obeyed. . . . Let me . . 

comfort myself in its promises and . . duly fulfill its 

commandments.” It was in this spirit that Diodati fulfilled a very 

important role in the history of Protestantism in Italy and served the 

cause of the Reformation in Europe. 
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The Only Refuge of the Troubled Soul: 
The All-Sufficiency of Christ in the Life and Writings of 

James Barry (1641-1719) 
by  

David N. Samuel 

 
James Barry exemplifies in a remarkable way, in his life and 

writings, this great truth of the Christian faith - the All-Sufficiency 

of Christ as Saviour. 

 

PART ONE 

 

James Barry was the son of an Irish bishop and was expected to 

follow his father into the church, but from the beginning of his life 

he seemed to be marked out for a different course. When he was an 

infant, he was thrown onto a dunghill in midwinter in a great 

snowstorm by his Irish papist nurse, because she feared she would 

lose her life for nursing a ‘heretic’s’ child. This was the year 1641, 

in which the great Irish massacre began. He lay there on the 

dunghill for five hours, until a servant of his father, happening to be 

passing and, hearing his cries, rescued him and took him to his 

parents. They immediately sent to Dublin for a physician, but the 

child was not expected to survive. However, despite the prognosis 

he did survive, but was sickly and mis-shapen. His sickness 

continued and increased until one day, in the arms of his nurse, he 

spotted some speckled-shell snails. He cried for them and then 

played with them, after which he motioned for them to be roasted, 

and ate them. From that time he began to recover. I mention these 

things because they are interesting and have no reason to doubt 

them as facts, and because they speak to us of the strange 

providences of God that sometimes attend His servants, of which 

we need to be mindful. He escaped from many other dangers which 

threatened his life in childhood, of which he exclaims: “O the 

adorable and unfathomable depth of God’s incomprehensible 

providence!” 
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When he was between fourteen and fifteen years of age, James 

began to experience the beginnings of conversion. The thought 

came into his mind, as he was profaning the Lord’s Day, that either 

he must be converted or sent to hell to be damned. He did not really 

understand what these things meant, but he recalled having heard 

about them. This made such an impression upon him that he started 

on the work of self-reformation, thinking that that was conversion, 

and that it was something within his own power to accomplish. He 

became zealous in his religious duties, and spent most of his time in 

a little room at the top of the bishop’s castle fasting, praying and 

reading books. The change in his behaviour was noticed and his 

reputation for piety grew amongst friends and relations. But, he 

says: “I was at that time but a hypocritical formalist, and a painted 

legalist, knowing nothing of Jesus Christ and the Covenant of 

Grace, no, not so much as the notion.” 

 

Now, it was when he was in the midst of his religious zeal that God 

sent upon him ‘the spirit of bondage.’ By this he meant that he was 

suddenly apprised of the fact that all his religious exercises, in 

which he had taken such pains and pleasure, were worthless; that all 

these things that had become the very ground of his confidence of 

salvation were seen to be no more than a refuge of lies. He felt 

completely undone. He went to the minister of the parish, who 

thought he looked ill. When he acquainted him with his problem, he 

mentioned some texts, and advised him to take some exercise and 

visit his father. He did visit his father, who could not understand the 

distress of his son, which to him seemed all imaginary.  

 

In this we see a remarkable parallel to Luther and his experience of 

coram Deo, of living before God, before whom the secrets of all 

hearts are revealed; and to Bunyan in his relation in Grace 

Abounding of his experience of the perpetual and oppressive 

consciousness of his sin and guilt. In each case also there were 

those who advised them spiritually to regard their problems as 

imaginary and the products of a fevered mind. 
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Having gone to several ministers and dignitaries of the church, and 

finding no relief from their counsel, he concluded that his case was 

hopeless. A feature of his experience at this time, which also has 

parallels elsewhere, was the temptation to blasphemous thoughts 

against God and Holy Scripture. Under these assaults he felt 

himself to be sinking physically as well as spiritually, and his body 

to be giving way. But what is interesting is, that in all these 

temptations his mind was sharp and active, seeking answers to the 

doubts and questionings that arose, and searching for refutations of 

the devil’s charges. This reminds us of Luther’s words, that he 

learned his theology not from books but from his temptations.  

 

The end of this bondage state came when he was enabled by the 

Holy Ghost to see clearly the meaning of a Scripture that repeatedly 

came to his mind: Isaiah 43.25 - “I, even I, am he that blotteth out 

thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy 

sins.” Until then, from the time of his first awakening, he had 

thought that conversion was self-reformation, and that it was in the 

power of the individual to effect this by repentance and amendment 

of life. He was in consequence under a legal spirit, acting under the 

covenant of works. This led to his zeal for religious exercises, until 

he came to see that it was unavailing before God. “I was all for 

doing and working; and the more works I did, the farther I found 

myself from true peace and comfort.” The Spirit of adoption who 

now came into his heart enabled him to see: “My chief and only 

work was now believing in the Son of God, in whom alone that 

righteousness is to be found which reconciles a sinner to an 

offended God.” 

 

The Holy Spirit effected the following things which united him 

with Christ: 

1. He made known to him who the Lord Jesus was and why He 

came into the world. 
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2. He made known the almighty power of Christ to save and 

reconcile to God the worst of sinners, and that His righteousness 

alone is that by which the sinner is justified and accepted by God, 

and that whole righteousness, active and passive, is accounted to 

the sinner as if the sinner had personally performed the same 

himself, and that by imputation. 

 

3. He convinced him that God the Father was ready to receive him 

for Christ’s sake alone. 

 

4. He persuaded him of the “full and complete provision made by 

God in the covenant of grace for the eternal happiness of those who 

trust in Christ.” 

 

5. He showed him that there was such a way as the cross, that we 

must not look for worldly advancement, that we must be ready to 

sacrifice reputation and credit among men, to become accounted 

madmen and fools for Christ’s sake, and to prefer Christ before 

everything and everyone else. 

 

He saw that the Saviour was infinitely desirable to the sinner who is 

brought under the convincing power of the Spirit. Christ is the only 

and all-sufficient Saviour, and will admit of no competitors. “I am 

fully convinced that He needs no coadjutors to help Him out in this 

work of saving sinners, seeing He is the Holy and Almighty God, 

able to save to the uttermost.” As before, the Holy Ghost 

powerfully convinced him of sin, when he disciplined him with 

bondage, so now He convinced him of “the spotless and everlasting 

righteousness of the Mediator, God-man, by and for which I was 

justified in the person of my Surety.” Here we see the truth of the 

words: “Ye have an unction from the Holy One, which teacheth you 

all things” amply illustrated, for the Holy Ghost does teach the 

believer all things necessary to his salvation.  

 

All this was accompanied by a powerful sense of the love of God as 

it was shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit. “Marvellous and 
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unutterable were those manifestations of God’s love let out upon 

me His poor nothing creature in that moment of His Spirit’s sealing 

me in believing, and by the sense whereof the Holy Ghost filled up 

those valleys and bottoms in my soul occasioned by the sharp and 

terrible workings of the spirit of bondage.” He went to his bed that 

night with a sense of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. His mind 

was employed upon Christ, and even bodily he felt as if set free 

from a great burden which had bowed him down. 

 

His story of his conversion is unusual in many of its circumstances, 

but rings true in its reflection of the work of grace in the soul, as 

described in Scripture. He cautions the reader not to regard it as 

typical, or to question his own experience of conversion because it 

does not resemble in all particulars that which he has related, or 

because he has not had such sharp experiences of guilt or such 

exalting experiences of grace. 

 

The value of his autobiography is as an introduction to the small 

treatise he wrote called The Mystery of the Apple Tree, which sets 

out in a clear and beautiful way the All-Sufficiency of Christ as 

Saviour. It was his experience which gave rise to this and which 

makes it so real and vivid. Its value today is that it comes as news 

from a far country. Generally speaking, Christians are unfamiliar 

with its ideas and strangers to the comforts of which it speaks. This 

is because we have lost the theology out of which this experience 

comes and which in turn gives rise to it.      [To Be Continued D.V.] 

 

Important New Publication by Church Society, Dean Wace 

House, 16 Rosslyn Road, Watford. WD1 7EY. 

www.churchsociety.org: A Body of Divinity by James Ussher. 

614pp. Hdbk. £30. ISBN 0-85190-083-6. ‘The doctrines of grace 

are given full measure and . . . our Lord Jesus . . . is given the 

prominence and honour He deserves.’ (Barry Shucksmith)  
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Zeal and Knowledge 

 
[In his Noted Preachers of the Northern Highlands Donald Beaton 

mentions a certain Robert Finlayson (1793-1861) of Helmsdale. 

Apparently he was a master of allegory. Here is a sample from one 

of his sermons. It is worthy of Christmas Evans, and brings a 

salutary lesson to us all. Ed.] 

 

On a certain day Zeal said to Knowledge, ‘I will go with Christ 

today,’ and, on His speaking about His death, Zeal said, ‘Be it far 

from Thee, Lord; this shall not be unto Thee.’But Christ, turning to 

Zeal, said, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an offence unto 

me.’ And Zeal went home with bent head. 

‘What has happened?’ asked Knowledge. 

‘Much indeed,’ said Zeal. ‘I went so far astray that Christ called me 

Satan.’ 

 

On another day after this, Christ was going out, and Knowledge 

said to Zeal, ‘This is my day. You went out the last time.’ 

‘You will not be able to do so well as I,’ protested Zeal. ‘I will 

require to go out myself today.’ 

So Zeal went forth with Christ, and when Christ said, ‘You will be 

all offended in me tonight,’ 

Zeal answered, ‘Although all will be offended, yet will not I.’ 

To which Christ replied, ‘Verily I say unto thee that this day, even 

in this night, before the cock shall crow twice, thou shalt deny me 

thrice.’ Zeal came home weeping. 

‘What has happened now?’ asked Knowledge. 

‘Woe is me,’ said Zeal. ‘I am demented. The Lord solemnly 

affirmed that I would deny Him.’ 

 

On a third occasion, Zeal said, ‘I will go forth with Christ again.’ 

‘No,’ said KnowIedge. ‘This is my day.’ 

But Zeal would not listen. Off it set, not simply running, but 

leaping, and followed the Lord into the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
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when His enemies put their hand on Christ, Zeal stretched forth the 

hand and drew the sword, and cut off the ear of the high priest’s 

servant. Zeal went into the hall of the high priest, and on being 

charged with being with Christ, said, ‘I know not, neither 

understand I what thou sayest.’ And after denying Him twice, and 

the third time with cursing and swearing, Christ turned and looked 

at Zeal, and Zeal came home, weeping bitterly. 

‘What has happened?’ asked Knowledge. 

‘I have done it at last! I have done it at last!’ said Zeal, shedding 

bitter tears. ‘I have denied my Lord three times, and the last time 

with cursing and swearing.’ 

‘What will you do now?’ asked Knowledge. 

‘I will make an agreement with you, and promise that I will not go 

out again without you.’ 

The agreement was kept, and when Zeal went forth again, 

Knowledge was with it. 

A great sermon was preached on the Day of Pentecost, and for 

every time Zeal denied its Lord, a thousand souls were added to the 

Church. 

                    ---------------------------------------------  

 ‘Receive me, my Redeemer, My Shepherd, make me Thine; 

 Of every good the Fountain, Thou art the Spring of mine. 

 How oft Thy words have fed me on earth with angels’ food; 

 How oft Thy grace has led me to highest heavenly good. 

 

 Lamb of God, I fall before Thee, humbly trusting in Thy cross; 

 That alone be all my glory; all things else I count but loss. 

 Jesus, all my hope and joy flow from Thee, my sovereign good; 

 Hope and love and faith and patience, all were purchased by Thy           

                                                                                                blood.’ 

 

     (Chorales numbers 21 and 48 from Bach’s Matthew Passion) 
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Book Reviews 
 

James Begg Society Publications 

Sermon Notes (1859-1865) - John Kennedy of Dingwall. 390pp. 

Hdbk. £15.00. ISBN 0-9539241-0-6. 

If you long to dwell in the presence of a majestic God, a 

compassionate Christ, a searching Spirit, this is the book for you. If 

you wish to see man stripped of his vaunted merit, churches 

chastised for their worldliness, sleepy saints roused from their 

lethargy, this is the book for you. If you desire to see the sovereign 

God glorified, the vilest rebels cordially invited to the divine 

wedding feast, true religion distinguished from false, believers 

taught, assured, encouraged, comforted, this is the book for you. 

But - as some-one said in connection with John Owen - be prepared 

for the scalpel! And be prepared for a feast, for Kennedy offers 

‘real and solid fare for the hungry soul’ (back cover blurb). 

Combining doctrinal fulness, spiritual depth and forceful 

application, these notes are calculated, under God, to probe every 

spiritual and moral malaise and prescribe the only cure concocted 

by our heavenly Pharmacist. With pointed applications such as 

these - ‘1. Religion is not acquired in one’s sleep. 2. Carelessness is 

only found on the way to hell. 3. It is madness to keep away from 

God in Christ’ - only the hardened could evade conviction. By 

contrast, happy is the man who loves to imbibe the precious truths 

Dr Kennedy draws from the Fountain of Life.                         J.M.B. 

Man’s Relations to God - John Kennedy. 96pp. Pbk. £5.00. ISBN 

0-9526799-3-0. 

This title is no mere re-casting of Thomas Boston’s Fourfold State 

of Man, as the chapter headings might suggest. Dr Kennedy has 

thought through the whole process of man as created, fallen, 

evangelized and in Christ. At times, his language betrays an attempt 

to translate Gaelic thought into English words; but for all that, the 

teaching is solid, instructive, humbling and God-honouring. How 

we wish that these timeless truths were grasped and digested by the 

poor, ignorant people of our land, through the all-prevailing 

ministry of the Holy Spirit! Warmly commended.                  J.M.B. 
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Signs of the Times - John Kennedy. 66pp. Booklet. £3.00. ISBN 0-

9539241-4-9. 

When I first read this booklet thirty years ago I was struck by Dr 

Kennedy’s keen spiritual perception and accurate analysis of the 

state of church and nation. His comparison of powerful preaching 

from the past with the milk-and-water fare of his day struck home 

as wholly applicable to our own day. The ingredients in the former 

that he lists are sadly lacking in so many pulpits today. His 

prognosis of 20
th

 century developments (buy the title to discover it!) 

has been fulfilled to the letter. Read this work, and use it as the 

basis for prayer for God to revive His work in the midst of the years 

of apostasy, treachery and lukewarm indifference.                  J.M.B. 

 

Banner of Truth Trust 

The Works of Andrew Fuller. 1120pp. Hdbk. £27.00. ISBN 978-0-

85151-955-5. 

Maligned by some, admired by others, Andrew Fuller represents the 

Free Offer contingency among 18
th

 century Calvinistic Baptists. A 

lifelong student of both John Owen and Jonathan Edwards, and the 

faithful friend of William Carey, Fuller may be said to have been a 

staunch but greatly misunderstood advocate of the doctrines of 

grace. Hating controversy, but feeling duty-bound to engage in it, 

he did so without the spleen of either Toplady or Wesley. The 

doctrine of grace, he said, “is all my salvation and all my desire. I 

have no other hope than from salvation by mere sovereign, 

efficacious grace through the atonement of my Lord and Saviour.”  

A sketch of his life and ministry by Michael Haykin prepares the 

reader for some weighty controversial treatises. These skilfully 

demolish such errors and heresies as Sandemanianism, Deism, 

Socinianism, Antinomianism, Arminianism and Universalism.  

Fuller’s arguments are valid today, for these departures from the 

truth as it is in Jesus abound. But his most winsome writings, 

besides his affectionate and spiritual letters, are The Gospel Worthy 

of All Acceptation and The Reality and Efficacy of Divine Grace. 

What his detractors forget is that Scripture itself teaches that it is 

man’s duty to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and that unbelief is 
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the greatest sin. In asserting and defending these truths, Fuller 

reminds us that even the hard-hearted and far from righteousness 

are called on to believe. How good it is to read his presentation of 

Christ as an all-sufficient and all-suitable Saviour. My only 

reservation about this title is its double columns and small print; it 

looks like a blown up version of the earlier Sprinkle edition. Surely 

the present publishers are commercially safe enough to produce 

individual titles by Fuller, as they have with Jonathan Edwards, 

John Bunyan and others.                                                          J.M.B. 

Raising Children God’s Way - Martyn Lloyd-Jones. 85pp. Pbk. 

£5.50. ISBN 978-0-85151-958-6. 

This is a timely publication of five sermons from Lloyd-Jones’s 

series on Ephesians 6. Their great wonder is how contemporary 

they feel, even after fifty years. He deals thoroughly with verses 1-

4, the fourth sermon on Balanced Discipline being particularly 

helpful. Better no discipline than discipline without love. He is also 

keen to emphasize that since our children are individuals, we must 

treat them as such, and not strait-jacket them. With so much 

confusion in parenting today and the place of children in our society 

this book should be widely read - and applied!          Miriam Lowrie 

Sketches from Church History - Student Workbook - Rebecca 

Fawley. Large Format Spiral Bound Pbk. 122pp. £8.50. ISBN 978-

0-85151-952-4. 

This is both an interesting and potentially very useful work. Written 

to accompany S.M.Houghton’s Sketches from Church History, it 

provides questions for each chapter (with answers!) as well as 

lengthier essay suggestions. Written primarily for those involved in 

home schooling, it could be used as a tool by churches to improve 

knowledge of Church History. This unusual resource is highly 

commended.                                                                                M.L. 

Let Christ Be Magnified - Merle d’Aubigne. 52pp. Pbk. £5.00. 

ISBN 978-0-85151-959-3. 

This is a fine appreciation of Calvin’s Christ-centredness by the 

esteemed Reformation historian. His Word, Person, Grace and Life 

all pass under review to show that the only Saviour was everything 

to the great Reformer. Beautifully written.                              J.M.B. 

Page 29



Peace and Truth: 2008:2

Evangelical Press 

Devotional Thoughts on the Bible: the Pentateuch - C.H.Spurgeon. 

Compiled by Larry Brown. Pbk. £9.95. ISBN 978-085234-654-9. 

These expositions of Bible passages read before sermon, extracted 

and made available as devotional reading, bear the hallmarks of the 

great preacher: his passion for Christ, remarkable gifts, simple 

language, daring to comment at mid verse, and masterful 

application; they make for gripping reading. We eagerly anticipate 

more. The compiler has done great service in giving us a book that 

will be warmly received by all who love the Word of God. God’s 

great provision is our great privilege. This book is difficult to put 

down, but too precious not to have.                              Aubrey Ridge 

Christ All-sufficient: Colossians and Philemon simply explained - 

J.Philip Arthur. 240pp. Pbk. £8.95. ISBN 13-978-0-85234-655-6. 

This well-produced and well-printed book (part of the Welwyn 

Commentary Series) gives a lucid, spiritually edifying exposition of 

these two NT Epistles, with ample up-to-date application. Any 

preacher intending to deal with either epistle will find considerable 

help here. Furthermore, the material is so set out, with each verse or 

couple of verses dealt with as a separate section, that the book 

would be useful as a course of daily Bible reading notes. Excellent 

in all respects.                                                                 John Manton 

Running the Race:Eric Liddell, Olympic Champion and Missionary 

- John W.Keddie. 256pp. Pbk. £8.95. ISBN 13-978-085234-665-5. 

This is an account of the runner who came to prominence through 

his refusal during the Olympic Games of 1924 to participate in a 

race on the Lord’s Day. His memory has been kept alive by the (not 

entirely accurate film) ‘Chariots of Fire.’ Born to missionary 

parents in China but educated in the UK, he early made his mark 

not only by his athletic prowess but also, and far more importantly, 

by the quality of his Christian testimony. 

The author has gone to great pains to give details of Liddell’s 

running achievements, but he also does justice to the Evangelical 

truths which undergirded his subject’s life, including his views of 

the Christian Sabbath. He shows the spiritual motives which led 

Liddell back to China as a missionary, and which sustained him in 
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the Japanese internment camp where he died in 1945. Much has 

been written about Liddell’s athletic achievements, with 

comparatively little attention to his godliness. This book seeks to 

make good that deficiency.                                            John Manton 

 

[For lack of space, at present we can only commend three other 

E.P. titles: Hywel Jones on Job and Allan Harman on Daniel, both 

at £16.95, and John Keddie’s fine study of George Smeaton, one of 

the most faithful of Scotland’s Victorian Free Church ministers and 

professors (£8.95). Also, the Christian Focus title Richard Baxter 

and Conversion by Timothy Beougher (£10.99) is highly acclaimed 

by Reformed writers, though we always need to be aware of the 

highly original Puritan’s Neonomianism. This publisher has also 

reprinted John Ploughman’s Talk and Pictures in a combined 

volume (£7.99). The scholarly Rutherford House symposium 

Justification in Perspective deals more than adequately with the 

present debate after a panoramic survey of the doctrine in history, 

with special treatment of Augustine and Luther. The Wakeman 

reprint of Peter Masters’s Men of Destiny is now available again, 

while an enterprising photolitho reprint of John Ball’s Treatise of 

the Covenant of Grace (Reynolds, Dingwall) (£15) adds to the 

store of covenant theology titles. Reformation Heritage Books’s 

superbly produced Reformation Heroes by Diana Kleyn and Joel 

Beeke should be in every home, church and school; Meet the 

Puritans and Puritan Reformed Spirituality make admirable 

companion volumes. We regret being unable to give these titles the 

fuller commendations they deserve; but readers may be assured of 

their faithfulness to the Reformed Faith and the Doctrines of Grace. 

Publishers will appreciate that we try to be fair to each in the 

distribution of reviews. Ed.] 

Notice 

Our dear brother Aubrey Ridge feels that at 84 years of age he 

should give way to a younger reviewer. We thank him from the 

heart for his contributions to the magazine, and wish him well in the 

name of the Lord. Please contact me if you wish to be considered 

as a reviewer. Editor. 
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Tapes of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”

The Glory of New Birth and a Changed Life, The Glory of Calvary and 
Atonement, The Glory of Heaven and Home – Vernon Higham – 3 Tapes
The Infallibility and Authority of Scripture – Austin Walker, Crawley
The Sufficiency of Scripture – Jeremy Walker, Crawley
Grace Alone – Peter Hallihan, Shropshire
Faith Alone – Gordon Davidson, London
Examples of Revival, The Theology of Revival, & Revival Today –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes

The Doctrines of Grace as taught by Jesus Christ –
Peter Rowell (Crowborough) – 2 tapes

Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)

God’s Good Purpose – Andrew Davies (London)

The Weakness of the Law and the Power of God – Achille Blaize (London)

The Grace of Christ, The Gift of Salvation and The Glory of Heaven –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes

God’s Plan for Marriage and The Family – Vernon Higham

God’s Guidance in Raising a Family – Mark Johnston

The Family as the Basis of Society – Achille Blaize

‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, 
-3 tapes by Mark Johnston

Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk

Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley

God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1-9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury

The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead

The Heart of the Cross, The Victory of the Cross, Glory of the Cross, -3 Tapes 
By Andrew Davis of South Wales

Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland

Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London

Tapes previously advertised are still available.
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