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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Editorial 

 
Nowhere is the need for precise definition more urgent than in 
dealing with ‘dogma.’ 
 
For one thing, some who hate God’s truth are always ready to 
dismiss the Christian who knows what he believes and is prepared 
to state it boldly with the advice: “Don’t listen to him, he’s so 
dogmatic.” 
 
Then again, certain unbelievers are prone to confuse dogmatism 
with the arrogant spirit in which some professed believers express 
their faith. This gives them an excuse for rejecting the Christian 
Faith along with the haughty spirit that deserves to be rejected. 
 
Furthermore, we live in an age that bandies about the concept of 
‘togetherness’, which forcefully excludes all Biblical dogma. “You 
Christians think you possess all the truth, whereas every religion 
has some truth to contribute. Learn to be humble and don’t be so 
dogmatic. What we need to do is pool our various religious 
insights, always remembering that there is no final test of truth and 
that the best religion is a synthesis of the best from all religions.” 
 
To which pronouncement current Linguistic Philosophy adds its 
own pearl of wisdom: “Human language is incapable of expressing 
absolute truth. Your dogmatism is merely your own opinion. The 
words of your creeds only tell us what people of previous 
generations believed. Indeed, the words of your New Testament 
only tell us what the earliest disciples believed. Don’t be so 
dogmatic as to claim that what they believed is true. All truth is 
relative, not absolute.” 

 
In such evasive and deceitful ways as these do the enemies of 
God’s Truth dogmatically reject all Christian dogma. 
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The term ‘dogma’, however, should never be abused or scorned in 
this way. For it is simply a word meaning ‘definite ascertained 
truth’, a tenet or doctrine clearly formulated and authoritatively 
stated. And while there is a fine line between stating our beliefs 
authoritatively and stating them arrogantly, that line does not 
eliminate the need for dogma. Wherever the Word of God is clear 
on a matter, no human opinion is valid, however plausible it 
appears. Biblical dogmas are neither negotiable nor debatable. 
When God has spoken, all men must be silent and listen. What are 
Scriptural creeds, confessions and systematic theologies but 
summaries of Christian dogma? What is the doctrinal basis of the 
Sovereign Grace Union but a summary of Reformed Christian 
dogma? 
 
Let us then beware of slipping into an undogmatic frame of mind. 
When pleasing others means displeasing God it becomes an 
unqualified evil. Besides, if we wish God to use us in converting 
others from the errors of their ways, we must be dogmatic. We 
must oppose their falsehoods with divine truths. Engaging in 
‘contemporary dialogue’ is simply not God’s way. Did Moses, or 
Elijah, or Nehemiah, or Paul, or John, or Augustine, or Luther, or 
Calvin, engage in ‘contemporary dialogue’ with the enemies of 
Truth? No, they did not. Neither did our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
fact is: all great Christian leaders have been dogmatic. 
 
On this topic, let J.C.Ryle have the last word: “It is the duty of 
ministers to speak like men who have quite made up their minds, 
who have grappled with Pilate’s question: ‘What is truth?’ and are 
prepared to give the question an unhesitating answer. In short, if 
men mean to be faithful ministers of the New Testament, they 
must hold and teach ‘dogma.”’ How much we need such men in 
the Church today! 
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Regeneration 

 
[At a recent Committee Meeting of the Sovereign Grace Union, it 
was agreed to include more articles from early issues of Peace and 
Truth and papers delivered at former S.G.U. Conferences. The 
following paper, by J.W.Tobitt, of Hastings, was delivered at a 
conference held in May 1915. Editor.] 
 
REGENERATION is an absolute necessity. “Ye must be born 
again” (John 3.7). This second birth is rendered indispensable to 
salvation by reason of the corrupt condition in which we are all, 
without exception, born. Our nature is thoroughly fallen and totally 
depraved. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh” (John 3.6). 
“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8.7-8). We came into this world 
without faith, or love, or fear toward God; alienated and enemies. 
“The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon 
as they be born, speaking lies” (Psalm 58.3). Left to himself, no 
man would ever turn to God. That which we all need to make us 
true Christians is the second birth. Well, then, did our Lord declare 
that we need to be born again! This He will never unsay, nor will 
all the world be able to gainsay it. 
 
Apart from the New Birth no man can see the kingdom of God: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3.3). “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2.14). Such is the nature of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God that we must be made 
spiritual before we are capable of understanding and receiving 
them. However moral, or orthodox, or sincere [a man may be], in 
the flesh he is totally blind to spiritual truths and utterly incapable 
of performing spiritual acts. Unregenerate man can neither 
understand, nor obey, nor please God. 
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Apart from the New Birth man cannot enter the kingdom of God: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3.5). 
Heaven may be reached without money, or rank, or learning. But it 
is evident that nobody can enter heaven without the New Birth. 
Were it otherwise, heaven to an unregenerate man would be 
intolerable. 
 
REGENERATION IS NOT A RENEWAL OR REFORMATION 
OF THE OLD NATURE, BUT IS: 
1. A creative act of God. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature (i.e. creation): old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5.17). “In Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creature” (Galatians 6.15). “We are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Ephesians 2.10). Many attempt 
to improve and cultivate the ‘flesh’, but the old nature being 
radically and essentially bad, must be created anew in order to be 
brought into right relations with God. 
2. A resurrectionary act of God. “God, who is rich in mercy, for 
His great love wherewith He loved us , even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are 
saved)” (Ephesians 2.4-5). The New Birth is a resurrection. It is a 
passing out of death into life (John 5.24); the impartation of life to 
men [who are] dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2.1). And the 
life implanted in each regenerate man is nothing less than eternal 
life – the very life of God! This is why John says: “This is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life” (1 John 5.11-12). 
3. A begetting act of God. “Blessed be the God and Father of   our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance” (1 Peter 1.3-4). Our new 
birth is analogous to our Saviour’s birth. As His sacred humanity 
was begotten of the Father through the agency of the Holy Spirit 
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(Matthew 1.20), so too that new nature which we receive at our 
second birth is begotten of the Father through the operation of the 
Holy Spirit. “Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures” (James 
1.18). This being so, we instinctively turn to and trust in Him who 
begat us, who is our own Father. 
 
REGENERATION IS EVIDENCED BY: 
1. Faith in Christ. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God” (1 John 5.1). “As many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1.12-
13). Undoubtedly, faith in Christ implies conviction of sin. 
Nobody who can do without Him will trust in the Saviour. “They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick” 
(Matthew 9.12). But we do well to bear in mind that there are 
merely legal convictions of sin which may gradually wear off and 
not result in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. Whereas 
evangelical convictions of sin always lead the sinner to close in 
with Christ, and when the sinner is thus enabled with the heart to 
believe in Christ the New Birth is really completed. Our Lord’s 
discourse to Nicodemus on being born again explicitly indicates 
the vital connection between that mysterious birth and faith (John 
3.14-16). 
2. Love in the Spirit. “Beloved, let us love one another; for love is 
of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God” (1 John 4.7). In the New Birth God actually communicates to 
us of His nature, which is love. Believers are thus made “partakers 
of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1.4). “If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us. Hereby know we 
that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of 
His Spirit” (1 John 4.12-13). God’s love was manifested in His 
incarnate Son (1 John 4.9-10), and we, participating in it by the 
Spirit, love all those whom God loves. “We love Him because He 
first loved us” (1 John 4.19). “And every one that loveth Him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of Him” (1 John 5.1). “We 
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know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren” (1 John 3.14). In the possession of the love of God 
we enter into His thoughts of His Son, into the Son’s thoughts of 
the Father, into the Father’s thoughts of His children, and into 
Christ’s thoughts of His members; and this is fellowship indeed! – 
“the communion of the Holy Ghost” (2 Corinthians 13.14). See too 
in this the fulfillment of the Lord’s prayer: “Neither pray I for 
these alone (meaning His apostles), but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word; that they all may be one; as 
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me” (John 
17.20-21). Thus “love in the Spirit” (Colossians 1.8) constitutes an 
infallible proof of being born of God. 
3. Righteousness. “If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that 
every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him” (1 John 2.29). 
That is to say, he that is begotten of God practices righteousness. 
Obviously the thought is: righteousness is his practice; not merely 
that he does righteousness in a single case, but that he makes a 
practice of it. And what is the righteousness intended in this place? 
Evidently, the doing of all the revealed will of God, the 
performance of such acts and deeds as are enjoined by God in His 
Holy Word. One end of our New Birth is that we should be “a kind 
of firstfruits” of God’s creatures (James 1.18), that is, consecrated 
to God’s will and glory, set apart for His use. And we are fully 
convinced that it is the increasing desire of all regenerated persons 
to “stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (Colossians 
4.12). Having Christ’s righteousness imputed to themthey 
fervently long for it to be fully imparted in them. And “whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed” (James 1.25). 
4. The cry of adoption. “And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” 
(Galatians 4.6). “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 
3.6). “A new spirit will I put within you” (Ezekiel 36.26). The 
“Father of spirits” (Hebrews 12.9) begets a filial spirit in His 
children, by virtue of which they intuitively invoke Him in all their 
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manifold experiences. And with this “new spirit” the Holy Spirit 
bears His hallowed witness, inspiring the cry: “Abba, Father.” So 
that God not only gives us a “new spirit”, but He also puts His 

Spirit within us (Ezekiel 36.27). 
 
REGENERATION PRODUCES: 
1 Hatred of sin. “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God” (1 John 3.9). It is not taught here that the believer 
never sins, in a single or many acts. “For there is not a just man 
upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not” (Ecclesiastes 7.20). In 
fact, sin often endeavours, by a sudden and furious attack, to 
overthrow the regenerate sons of God, and at seasons appeared to 
have achieved the victory. But a careful examination of the 
aforesaid verse reveals two important facts: the new nature cannot 
sin, having God for its Author; and the indwelling Word (i.e. 
God’s seed) checks the flesh, as the Psalmist expressed himself: 
“Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
Thee” (Psalm 119.11). It must then be evident to us that all who 
are begotten of God, albeit sin dwells within them, yet they hate it 
with an intense and practical hatred. 
2. Victory over the world. “Whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5.4-5). “The 
whole world lieth in wickedness [or the wicked one]” (1 John 
5.19), being absolutely hostile to God, and continually exerting its 
influence against and within the believer, but he gets the victory by 
faith. Every one who believes, and none but he, overcomes. The 
stronger faith grows in the heart, the more the world yields. 
4. Delight in God’s will. “I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man” (Romans 7.22). “Thy law is my delight” (Psalm 
119.77). Such as are born of God have “the mind of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 2.16); consequently, they mind the same things that 
He minded. As His meat was to do His Father’s will, so it is theirs. 
Amazing is that work which brings a hater of God to find 
unspeakable delight in the divine will! 

3.
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The Leading of the Spirit 

 
Introduction 

Perhaps through fear of being branded enthusiasts and 
charismatics, or of falling into introspection, or even out of 
reverence for the Holy Spirit’s own self-effacement in saying so 
little about Himself in Holy Scripture, Reformed preachers and 
writers have not devoted too much time to His Person and Work in 
recent years. Here is a summary of a sermon preached in Princeton 
Theological Seminary by B.B.Warfield on this most important 
topic. 
 
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 

of God.” (Romans 8.14) 
 
‘These words’, he begins, ‘constitute the classical passage in the 
New Testament on the great subject of the “leading of the Holy 
Spirit.”’ The emphasis, he says, is different to that in texts that 
speak of the guidance of the Spirit. Rather, it parallels the verse 
that tells of Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness, and 
the text in Galatians 5.18 - “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are 
not under the law.” The words, therefore, direct us specifically to 
the subject of ‘spiritual leading.’ Yet while the ‘sober-minded’ 
may avoid it, and those ‘not gifted with sobriety’ will 
misunderstand it, the believer’s privilege is too bound up with it 
for us to neglect it. ‘Let us then commit ourselves to the teaching 
of Paul . . . And may the Spirit of truth here too be with us and 
guide us into the truth.’ 
 
The first thing that strikes us, Warfield continues, is that ‘the 
leading of the Spirit of God . . . is not something peculiar to 
eminent saints’, but is ‘something common to all God’s children.’ 
It is one of their distinctive characteristics to be led by the Spirit. 
‘This is what differentiates them from all others.’ The text 
therefore parallels Paul’s earlier statement: “Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (v.9). Rather than being 
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a mark of pride, the claim to be led by the Spirit is a mark of 
humility: it is evidence of our sense of unworthiness and inability. 
 
The second thing we learn from the text is that the purpose of the 
Spirit’s leading is not to ‘enable us to escape the difficulties, 
dangers, trials or sufferings of this life, but specifically to enable 
us to conquer sin.’ The larger context in Romans shows us the 
sheer rottenness of that sin; and the Spirit’s work is to bring us 
new life by which its bondage may be broken and its foulness 
purged away; in short, to make God’s children holy. The leading 
of the Spirit is thus a synonym for sanctification. It is not the 
privilege of ‘special saints’, to secure their worldly good, but the 
privilege of all saints, to lead them to all heavenly good. 
 
The third thing taught us by the text is that the leading of the Spirit 
is a continuous work, affecting the whole of the believer’s person 
and life activities. ‘It has but one end in view, the saving from sin, 
the leading into holiness; but it affects every single activity of 
every kind - physical, intellectual and spiritual - bending it toward 
that end.’ We must not, therefore, confuse it with ‘special’ 
deliverances, insights, guidance or providential leadings. It is 
God’s gift to keep us from wandering, self-led, into the ways of 
sin. As ‘the Spirit of holiness’, He dwells within us, ‘breaking our 
bondage and leading us into that other pathway of good works, 
which God has afore prepared that we should walk in them.’ 
 
This understanding of the matter is powerfully supported by three 
considerations: 
First, that the Spirit’s influence comes to us from outside. He 
Himself is the power for righteousness given to overcome our 
indwelling inclination to carry on sinning. As such He makes 
every child of God restless in the struggle against sin until it is 
finally vanquished. His leading, therefore, is not a natural thing, 
but a supernatural. The believer ‘has ceased to be a self-led man 
and has become a Spirit-led man.’ 
 

Page 10



Peace and Truth: 2008:3

Second, in this process of sanctifying God’s children, the Spirit 
controls them. The specific Greek term Paul uses ‘is not the proper 
word to use of a guide who goes before and shows the way, or 
even of a commanding general, say, who leads an army.’ In 
Scripture, it is used of leading animals (Matt.21.2); of the Good 
Samaritan leading the wounded traveller to the inn (Luke 10.34); 
of the blind man of Jerich being led to Jesus (Luke 18.40); of Jesus 
being led to Caiaphas (John 18.28); of Stephen being led into the 
council (Acts 6.12); of captured Christians being led bound to 
Jerusalem (Acts 9.2); and of Simon Peter being led by his brother 
Andrew to Jesus (John 1.42). The term therefore refers to the Holy 
Spirit’s controlling influence over and in God’s children. Freed 
from the control of sin, they are now under the control of the Spirit 
- not as slaves, compelled against their will; but as children, 
impelled by their new life to walk in His ways. ‘They go, not 
where they would, but where He would; they do not what they 
might wish, but what He determines.’ 
 
In explaining the Spirit’s leading, Warfield next reminds us that it 
is not a substitute for our own activity; He leads, but we follow 
through our own ‘powers of locomotion.’ In this respect, the term 
‘being led’ by the Spirit is not the same as the term ‘being borne 
along’ by the Spirit that Peter uses of the inspiration of the holy 
Old Testament prophets (2 Pet.1.21). In Peter, all emphasis is 
thrown on the Spirit as mover, and on the prophets as moved. In 
Paul, the emphasis is on God’s children following, because led by 
the Spirit. The Spirit’s impulses and believers’ efforts concur. It is 
the same concurrence spoken of in Philippians 2.12-13: “Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
 
Nor does the Spirit ‘drag’ or ‘draw’ believers to the desired goal. 
This is the case when the Father transfers us out of our sinful state 
into Christ (John 6.44). There we are passive subjects of our 
regeneration; but here we are active agents in our sanctification. 
The Spirit leads, and we follow. 
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Third, the text in context indicates that the Spirit always leads the 
children of God along the way of holiness, or path of 
righteousness. He who first set us on the path continues to lead and 
keep us in it, however hard the way, and however strenuous the 
effort required to progress along it. Yet we do make progress; for it 
is not by our own power that we move along the road, but the 
power of One who controls us, and prevalently directs us to the 
end of His choice. 
 
Application 

In applying the text, Warfield emphasizes two great lessons: 
1. ‘What a strong consolation is found in this gracious assurance - 
poor, weak children of men that we are!’ We are not in control; the 
Spirit is. And therefore we must not conclude that because we find 
so much sin in us, we are not God’s children. On the contrary, 
‘because the Holy Spirit is in us we cannot but be God’s children. 
Sin is great and powerful; it is too great and too powerful for us; 
but the Holy Ghost is greater and more powerful than even sin.’ 
The discovery of sin might lead us to despair, were it not for the 
presence of the Spirit leading us to hope. It is the Spirit Himself 
who produces the believer’s conflict against sin. This conflict is 
itself a guarantee of glory. For ‘all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are the children of God; and if children, then heirs, heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ Jesus.’ The turbulent process has a 
tranquil end. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” ‘Let our 
hearts repeat this cry of victory today.’ 
 
2. Lastly, the leading of the Spirit is a great spur to continue our 
warfare against sin. ‘The victory is assured. The Holy Spirit within 
us cannot fail us.’ Therefore, when doubt and despair defeat 
others, let this be our hope and strength. The text assures us that 
the portal of glory is before us, and before long ‘our feet shall 
press its threshold at the last.’ 
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Some Reformation Theologians: 

Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 

 
Introduction 

The inclusion of a female representative of the Roman Catholic 
Counter Reformation in a series on theologians of the Reformation 
period may seem inappropriate and be unpalatable to some 
readers. But Teresa of Avila calls for our consideration on several 
counts: 
1. Her writings are increasingly popular amongst unconverted but 
professing Protestants who find her ‘mystical spirituality’ 
attractive in their own ‘pursuit of God.’ We are thus alerted to a 
dangerous ‘enemy within the gates.’ 
2. She is revered by Romanists as “a quintessential Catholic”, “a 
revolutionary mystic”, “a saint and doctor of the Church”, and a 
co-patron of Spain. This gives us an inkling of the influence she 
wields over Roman Catholic hearts. 
3. Her works, “long seen as merely devotional treatises . . . are 
now being mined more seriously for their theological content” 
(Gillian Ahlgren). Her teaching now appears in books as 
ecumenically acceptable alongside that of Luther, Calvin, 
Cranmer, Bullinger and other Reformers. 
4. As long as poor lost souls continue to drink in her deadly 
poison, we need to know how to point them to the water of life that 
alone can counteract it and save them from sin. 
5. God commands us to expose and condemn all teaching that robs 
Him of His unique and incommunicable glory. 
6. Even a slight acquaintance with her writings should make us 
deeply thankful for our Biblical, Protestant and Reformed Faith. 
For these reasons alone she should be studied. 
 
Her Life 

The story of her life is most instructive. Born in 1515 into a devout 
Roman Catholic family in Castile, Spain, Teresa shared all the 
merit theology and religious fanaticism of her age and nation. With 
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her younger brother, she tried to escape to ‘the Holy Land’ in the 
hope of being beheaded by Muslims. “When I read of the 
martyrdoms suffered by saintly women for God’s sake”, she 
explains, “I used to think they had purchased the fruition of God 
very cheaply, and I had a keen desire to do as they had done.” 
Prevented by her parents, she devoted herself to religious games in 
which she was the heroine. 
 
At sixteen she entered an Augustinian convent, where she suffered 
a severe illness and contemplated marriage; but learning of the 
‘Church Father’ Jerome’s advocacy of female convent life, she 
entered the Carmelite Convent of Avila without her parents’ 
consent (1538). Distressed by both the nuns’ loose living and her 
own ‘prayer life’, she again fell dangerously ill, and in emotional 
turmoil became afraid to wake up in hell. 
 
Burdened with guilt, she was introduced to the Third Spiritual 

Primer of the Franciscan monk De Osura, which was shot through 
with Islamic Sufi mysticism. Under its influence she strove hard to 
detach herself from everything but God, in the hope that He would 
reveal Himself to her. “De Osura’s inspiration was to be the 
foundation of Teresa’s mystical and spiritual life” (Caroline 
Marshall). 
 
For twelve agonizing years she struggled under this legalistic 
delusion. Even her priestly confessors suggested that her strange 
notions came not from God but the devil. A change of direction 
was ushered in by a new Jesuit confessor, who recommended a 
more personal and emotional approach to her quest. The decisive 
moment came in 1555, when she saw a statue of what purported to 
be the suffering Saviour; her response was a broken heart. The 
numerous musical settings of the Stabat Mater Dolorosa [The 

Mother (of Jesus) stands weeping] in the Roman Catholic 
repertoire all seek to reproduce the kind of sympathetic suffering 
Teresa then felt.  
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Abject at her ingratitude at His sufferings, she pressed on. Her 
perseverance was rewarded four years later by her “transfixion”, in 
which a cherub allegedly pierced her heart with an arrow, leaving 
her with a burning, quenchless desire for marriage with God. 
Bernini’s famous Ecstasy of Saint Teresa solidifies this experience 
in a marble sculpture of great sensual power.  
 
After encountering much opposition, but encouraged by the 
dubious blessing of Pope Paul IV, Teresa in 1563 opened the 
Reformed Carmelite Convent of St. Joseph [the Virgin Mary’s 
husband], whom she had appointed “her spiritual father” 
(Diarmaid MacCulloch). There in Avila her discalced [shoeless] 
nuns lived under the revived primitive rule of their order under a 
rigorous regime. With her zeal for reform burning at full intensity, 
she soon founded sixteen sister houses elsewhere in Spain. 
Determined to undertake something distinctive to recover Rome’s 
waning power under the Reformation onslaught, “she would pray 
the Church into new life, and she would create an army of women 
to do so” (MacCulloch). This frenzy of activity, known in her 
circles as ‘the Teresian Reform’, incurred the wrath of the papal 
nuncio in Spain, who called her “a restless gadabout.” She was 
even accused of heresy by certain inquisitors, whose paranoia 
dreaded female domination, but the support of King Philip II 
prevented them from proceeding against her. 
 
As “repression and renewal went hand in hand” within her 
immediate environment (Patrick Collinson), Teresa set down her 
ideals and experiences in writing. The Way of Perfection stresses 
her conviction that it was a prime duty of her nuns to save their 
church from Protestantism. Horrified by reports of Protestant 
destruction of church property in northern Europe, yet ignorant of 
their theology and unable to distinguish Lutherans from Calvinists, 
she urges all to practice radical poverty and ceaseless prayer as 
means to this end. In The Interior Castle, described by an admirer 
as “a classic of mystical thought”, Teresa’s interior wanderings 
approach halucinatory boundaries. Her soul is a crystal castle 
containing seven apartments, each within the other. In the central 
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apartment lives God. To reach Him she must forge her way 
through the other six [these are stages of prayer] till she is joined 
to her Maker in complete union. The Biblical content in this highly 
imaginative journey is both minimal and misunderstood. [See page 
275 of Tony Lane’s Lion Christian Classics Collection]. 
 
By the late 1570s Teresa’s zeal had won over an influential ally, 
John of the Cross, who became a Carmelite monk. Together, they 
fought off much opposition to further their mystical aims, and in 
the end “managed to hang on inside the official Church” 
(MacCulloch). 
Towards the close of her earthly life, her Order of Discalced 
Carmelites won official recognition, and with its future security in 
mind, she penned The Book of Foundations, a constitution for the 
nuns to live by. She died in 1582. 
 
Her Theology 

Living under the dark shadow of the repressive Inquisition, 
forbidden by the Index of Prohibited Books to read the Word of 
God in her native tongue [she knew no Latin], terrorized by 
Spain’s frequent autos de fe [burnings of ‘heretics’] and convinced 
that no-one’s wickedness could equal her own, Teresa was forced 
into the only route known to her and the mediaeval female mystics 
whose devotional writings she could read - that of vision-inspired 
mysticism. Out of this interior darkness, similar to that of ‘Mother’ 
Julian of Norwich and the anonymous author of The Cloud of 

Unknowing, emerged a theology that cannot be pressed into the 
standard categories of Reformed Systematics. We shall therefore 
try to evaluate it in the light of Scripture as it presents itself to us. 
 
Salvation 

There is something peculiarly Spanish in Teresa’s Roman 
Catholicism, fostered as it is by deeply personal yearnings for 
union with an unknown God and informed by the mysticism of 
Judaism and Islam. Here is her version of it: 
Originally created in pristine purity, “like a diamond or very clear 
crystal”, the soul by its fall into sin is now unrecognizable, like a 

Page 16



Peace and Truth: 2008:3

diamond caked in mud or a crystal covered by black cloth. Yet its 
native beauty remains [echoes of Pelagius!], and to realize its God-
intended potential it must return to its divine source, “the shining 
sun . . . in the centre of the soul.” As it journeys inwards, 
knowledge of both self and God increases, till at journey’s end 
union with Him perfects both. Throughout the entire journey, all 
depends on the power of the human will. Even though grace is “the 
initiating impetus for spiritual growth”, it is the individual’s 
response that ultimately and “essentially constitutes the whole of 
the Christian life” (Gillian Ahlgren). In another of Teresa’s 
favourite images, the soul is God’s garden; and we must cultivate 
it “so that the Lord will take delight there.” That is, the potential to 
attract God is embedded in all mankind, and by an “asceticism of 
love” we must make Him want to walk in us. 
 
Only a few critical remarks are necessary. God does not dwell in 
any merely sinful heart. Neither does He call us to seek Him 
within. The glory of the Gospel is that He comes to us from 
outside; first in the Person and Work of His only-begotten Son, 
portrayed in the Word; then in the personal indwelling of His Holy 
Spirit, who takes of the things of Christ, shows them to His elect, 
and creates within them a new heart able to receive Him. 
Furthermore, grace does not merely initiate the ‘good work’; it 
continues and perfects it. The whole process - from nature to grace 
to glory - is secured by God’s grace, not man’s will. Lastly, 
Scripture expressly informs us that we do not make ourselves 
attractive to God; He makes us attractive to Himself, by clothing 
us with His own comeliness. In a tragic example of Roman 
Universalism, Teresa applies to all mankind what in the Song of 

Songs is confined to Christ’s chosen Bride. 
 
The role of visions in Teresa’s theology is the fruit of Rome’s 
stubborn refusal to give her people God’s Word in their native 
tongue. For her, visions are God’s own substitute for His written 
Word. A ‘flash of spiritual insight’ is as much a message from 
Him as any amount of Biblical instruction. Indeed, it does more 
than enlighten the mind; it inflames the heart with love pangs for 
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God. The ultimate experience comes when the soul, “immersed” in 
a “mansion in an intellectual vision”, meets all three Persons of the 
Godhead in a “cloud of great clarity.” Teresa’s boast: “this is no 
imaginary vision” indicates how completely captivated she was by 
her delusions. Even the apostles never attained such heights! 
 
Teresa’s claim to have been converted by gazing on a statue of 
Christ, though every bit as real and vivid to her as Luther’s 
conversion through the Word, was unquestionably spurious. God 
simply does not convert sinners in this way. Is He expected to 
draw them to Himself in the very act of disobeying the Second 
Commandment, as they prostrate themselves before such idol 
images? When the Holy Spirit enters the heart, one of His first 
works is to convince people of the sin of breaking God’s law, and 
to turn them away from such vanities. Furthermore, not one 
conversion recorded in Scripture springs from ‘sympathetic 
suffering with Christ’ created by gazing on a lying depiction of 
Him. Yet who has not heard of professedly evangelical Christians 
claiming to have been converted by seeing a vision of Christ at the 
foot of the bed, or in a coal cellar or cathedral? O to be on our 
guard against Satan’s lying wonders! 
 
We may safely conclude that Teresa’s doctrine of salvation is 
based on works. By contrast, salvation that is of the Lord is by 
grace through faith, “not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
 
The Church 

It remains for us to consider Teresa’s teaching on the Church in 
which she was reared and to which she devoted her life. Her view 
of it was frankly sacramental. That is, through its ministry the 
seven [not two] sacraments become channels of grace to all within 
its communion. In this connection she inherited a long-standing 
tradition of female mystical experiences triggered off by 
attendance at Mass, the central sacrament of all. Reception of the 
wafer god [the people, as distinct from the ‘clergy’, were 
forbidden the cup] was to her a profoundly emotional experience 
of consuming His broken body, re-crucified for her. 
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Her dedication to convent life, too, formed part of her allegiance to 
a church that without divine warrant robbed thousands of families 
of the beauties of family life ordained and blessed by God. The 
rigours of life behind convent walls have nothing to do with self-
denying imitation of Christ. Only by gradual transformation into 
His likeness are we made wholesome leaven ‘in the world’, 
without being ‘of it.’ True, Teresa was not blind to the crying need 
for reform within her church, and she made strenuous efforts to 
remedy some of its defects. But she lacked both the divine 
authority and divine blessing needed to succeed. All church 
reformation must affect God’s people as a whole, not an enclosed 
and exclusive community. Besides, it always occurs through 
obedience to God’s own appointed means, not through man-made 
rules and regulations. One writer concludes: “Teresa maintained a 
strong loyalty to the Church . . . as the most powerful symbol of 
universal salvation offered in Christ.” This fair assessment is 
condemnation enough. 
 
Conclusion 

The fanatical fervour that drove such Jesuits as Ignatius Loyola 
and Francis Xavier to extreme feats of proselytism and the Spanish 
Inquisition to diabolical acts of cruelty also gripped this mystic 
nun. Her “mystical visions of Christ, angels and saints in her 
search for the profound love of God” (Michael Collins) along with 
her falling into trances while praying, mark her out as a poor lost 
soul, duped by Satan’s lying wonders and an active tool in His 
hand. While we warn precious souls against such soul-destroying, 
experience-based deceptions, we feel nothing but compassion for 
them, and long for them to know the liberating wonders of God’s 
saving grace, channelled to us through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, and received by faith alone. O that they would come 
to know, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the riches that lie 
concealed in the words: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” 
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The Only Refuge of a Troubled Soul - 

James Barry (Part Two) 
by David N. Samuel 

 
I now come to the treatise The Only Refuge of a Troubles Soul in 

Times of Affliction or The Mystery of the Apple Tree. This consists 
of two sermons preached on the text “As the apple tree among 
trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down 
under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste” (Song 2.3). The Song of Songs was often used by the 
Reformers and the Puritans in their preaching, because it depicts 
the relationship between Christ and His Church. Barry was 
persuaded to print these sermons at the insistence of friends who 
had benefitted from them, and also because of the “real sweetness 
and soul-ravishing delight which, with the spouse, I found under 
the shadow of the sweet precious Jesus who is allegorically set 
forth in this metaphor.” 
 
In this first section he speaks of how Christ, the Church’s Apple 
Tree, shelters and protects the believer, and in the second, how He 
feeds and provides. Together they set forth the all-sufficiency of 
Christ as Saviour in a powerful and compelling manner. 
 
Sermon I. The Shelter of the Apple Tree 

First, how Christ shelters and protects. 

The design of the Spirit in this allegory is to set forth the 
“transcendent excellency of Christ above all other of Adam’s 
children.” This is so on two accounts: 
1. In respect of Himself: He is true God, uncreated and therefore 
above all created things. And in His humanity He is perfect, pure 
and sinless. 
2. In respect of the work He came to do: to be Mediator between 
God and elect sinners: for this He was specially anointed by the 
Spirit. Besides the personal anointing of Christ’s human nature by 
the Father, He was given a stock of grace, as Mediator, for the 

Page 20



Peace and Truth: 2008:3

elect. Hence, believers are said to “receive of His fulness.” “Christ, 
as God, is the source and fountain of all the grace of believers; as 
God-Man, He is the meriter and purchaser of all grace for them; 
and Christ, as Mediator, hath the dispensing power committed to 
Him by the Father to communicate to, and bestow upon, every 
member of His Body, what measure of grace He pleaseth.” He 
therefore excels all Adam’s posterity. None was ever qualified like 
Him, nor were any of them ever called to the glorious work He 
was to do. 
 
There are two things in the allegory of the apple tree which make 
Christ a Nonsuch [an incomparable variety of apple. Ed] to His 
elect: 
First, the lowliness of the apple tree, which speaks of Christ’s 

condescension. None can compare with Him in this. He 
condescended to become the Father’s inferior as a Son and as a 
Servant. This is to be understood of His office, which He 
voluntarily took on Him for the elect’s sake; not in respect of His 
nature or essence, in which there is no inferiority. He 
condescended to assume human nature for our sake. He was born 
into a humble home. The objects of His love were the poor and 
despised of the world, for the elect are chiefly to be found amongst 
them. 
 
Second, the usefulness of the apple tree in giving shade speaks of 

Christ’s protection. “Christ is set forth in Scripture as the only 
shadow of security to the children of God in time of distress and 
tribulation: ‘For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to 
the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from 
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against 
the wall’ (Isaiah 25.4). In the most distressed and deplorable 
condition a believer can possibly be in, in respect of sin and 
misery, he is forever secured from perishing, being found under 
the shadow of Christ’s protection.” 
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Barry now proceeds to describe five sharp and dreadful storms 
with which God’s elect meet between the cradle and the grave, 
from all of which the shadow of Christ’s protection secures them. 
 
1. First, the storm of the law’s damnatory sentence (Romans 3.19; 
Galatians 3.10). “Here is a storm like the avenger of blood under 
the law: it will never be laid till the awakened, convinced sinner be 
either in hell or sheltered under the shadow of Christ’s mediatorial 
satisfaction, given to offended justice for the sins of God’s elect.” 
 
2. Second, the bitter agonies of a wounded conscience. The 
wounded sinner will attempt to make some shelter himself from 
this storm where he can lick his wound. He will seek to hide and 
cover himself from the all-seeing eye of God. He will resolve to be 
a better man and say his prayers. He hopes that such self-
reformation will save him, though he was never nearer to hell than 
by these acts of morality. External reformation may fit a man for 
church communion but never for heaven. 
 
Here, he warns of the danger of thinking that belonging to a pure 
gospel church will save one. “There are some churches, so-called, 
who for want of charity, monopolize a pure church state to 
themselves, as if Christ had no true gospel church in this day 
beside themselves.” But security is not to be found in any visible 
church. “Healing and peace are to be found nowhere but under the 
shadow of Christ’s satisfaction.” 
 
3. The third storm is the fiery assaults and temptations of the devil. 
The tempter shoots his fiery darts into the soul to inject venom and 
inflame it. “Now, in such storms as these, what can poor tempted 
souls do, were it not for the shadow of Christ’s cleansing and 
healing virtue? The brazen serpent in the wilderness is a type of 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s virtue to heal the soul when so inflamed . . 
. No sooner does the devil cast his darts into the soul of the 
believer, but the grace of faith, like an expert and experienced 
soldier, whips up the granado and throws it back on the enemy.” 
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4. The fourth storm is the wrath of God feared for sin. Not that the 
elect soul can be subject to it; Christ has paid the debt in full; but 
Satan and carnal reason represent God as a wrathful enemy. When 
this storm arises in the conscience, the only refuge is to fly to the 
shadow of Christ’s mediatorial satisfaction that alone can allay the 
storm and give the troubled soul inward comfort. We must reason 
thus: “God’s elect are either secured from the curse of the law and 
delivered from the wrath of God or there must be some defect in 
the justice of God or the mediatorial satisfaction of the Son of 
God, the elect’s Surety. But there is, there can be, no defect in the 
justice of God; nor yet in the mediatorial satisfaction of the Son of 
God, the elect’s Surety. Therefore, the elect of God are secured 
from the curse of the law and delivered from the wrath of God.” 
 
5. A fifth storm with which the elect will frequently meet will be 
the scorching heat of tribulation and outward persecutions. Here it 
is like the merchant ships that seek the riches of the Indies; they 
must meet with storms and hurricanes too before they can possess 
the riches of that country . . . Of all storms, the hurricane is the 
most dangerous, because it comes from all four quarters at once 
and falls upon the ship so that it cannot bear up. When it comes, 
the sailors’ hope of escaping with their lives is at a low ebb. When, 
in spiritual terms, a hurricane blows, it also comes down on the 
soul from all four quarters at once: from the Devil, the destroyer; 
from the World, which is at enmity with the children of God; from 
Corrupt Nature, which is the worst enemy a man has and which the 
Devil stirs up against us; and from God Himself, whose outward 
providences seem at times designed to swallow up the sinner 
altogether.  
 
There are four things especially in respect of which the sinner may 
be said to be in a storm, in each of which the four parties 
mentioned have a hand: 
(1) Extreme poverty; 
(2) Reproach upon name and reputation; 
(3) Sickness and death; 
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(4) Soul-desertion, when the clouds interpose between God’s love 
and favour and our souls. 
Any one of these four things may be compared to a storm at sea, 
but when all four come upon a man at once, the soul is made to 
understand what a spiritual hurricane means. 
 
Job was subjected to all these trials and reproaches; so was David: 
“All thy waves and billows are gone over me” (Psalm 142.4). But 
the higher and sharper the storms were, the more closely did they 
cling to the object of faith: witness Job’s fixed resolution: “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13.15). “All the most 
eminent saints of God record in Scripture, whenever they felt 
anything of a storm approaching them, the way they took for self-
preservation, was to run, by faith and prayer, to the shadow of 
Christ.  
 
So every true believer, when he finds himself stripped of all 
outward accommodations, forsaken of all relations and familiar 
friends, made an object of the blackest reproach, compassed about 
with the shadow of death, and the face of God Himself seeming to 
frown on the dying believer; yet in the very height of his extremity 
his faith will catch hold of the apple tree, and there will hold, come 
life, come death.” 
 
From all this we must learn: 
1. Because Christ is a perfect Saviour we can admit no other 

mediator. How sacrilegious is the doctrine of the Church of Rome 
which allows other mediators between God and man beside Jesus 
Christ - the virgin Mary and the saints. Christ alone was appointed 
to that office, as the Bible shows, and He alone was equipped to 
fulfil it. No creature could undertake it. “Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you?” (1 Corinthians 1.3). “This work of bearing 
sin, as a Surety for sinners, was so inconceivably great, that I am 
bold in affirming, that had the virgin Mary, with all the other saints 
whom papists join with her as coadjutors or fellow-helpers to 
make her mediation and intercession in heaven the more 
successful, joined with her in lying under the weight of the sins of 
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God’s elect, it would have sunk her, and them too, into the 
nethermost hell; yea, and all the angels in heaven, had they been 
under that load.” 
 
2. How near to Romanism it is to bring in something of our own 

works. Those who do this, instead of running to shelter themselves 
under the apple tree, namely, the righteousness and satisfaction of 
Christ, run to the false covering of their own qualifications. How 
little different from the Romanists are these? “O how hard a thing 
is self denial! For a man to do duty and not trust in it, for a 
Christian to be all in Christ and nothing in himself, in point of 
merit and trust to obtain the good he wants!” He who is a true 
Christian devolves the whole concern of his life and salvation on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to be saved by Him alone and in His own 
way. 
 
3. True believers have little reason to be discouraged or dismayed. 

He who sits by humble dependence under the shadow of the 
Almighty Redeemer and All-Sufficient Saviour does not need to 
fear, though all the world were up in arms against him; for it shall 
not be able to touch or spoil him, or else He will give him strength 
and patience to endure. 
 
4. Every sound believer who sits under the shadow of Christ is 

built upon a Rock that cannot be moved. 

 

[To be continued. D.V.] 
“Observe. 1. There is no staying of the heart against afflictions but 
in Christ. 2. It is better for believers to insist in commending Him 
than describing their crosses. . . . Christ is a complete shadow and 
a cure for all . . . They that would find Christ a shadow from the 
heat must make use of Him, and employ Him for that end; they 
must ‘sit down under his shadow.’ . . . Faith in Christ will compose 
believers in the midst of the greatest difficulties; it will set them 
down . . . and delight them.”                                      James Durham 
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The Present Downgrade 

 
Introduction 

Most readers of Peace and Truth will be acquainted with Spurgeon 
and the Downgrade Controversy. Today the apostasy signalized by 
Spurgeon’s opponents has probably reached its nadir. At least it is 
hard to imagine how much lower the enemies of the true Christian 
Faith can fall while retaining the name of Christ. The solid saving 
truths that were once emblazoned on the Visible Church’s banner 
have now been replaced in many quarters by a naturalistic religion 
deceitfully screened by pious words and symbols, shallow and 
short-lived excitement, vague mystic yearnings, meaningless 
ceremonies and hives of church activity. Having abandoned 
virtually all the doctrines of grace in their concern not to give 
offence, the churches are now desperately trying to shore up a 
foundation-less building rapidly slipping into the abyss. With the 
Bible no longer believed as the inspired inerrant Word of God, the 
cross of Christ reduced to a mere symbol of a sympathetic but 
helpless suffering God, faith transformed into something you 
believe in, and sin viewed as little more than unacceptable social 
conduct, no wonder that prominent church leaders have no answer 
to the question: “What must I do to be saved?” In this brief article, 
we shall try to ascertain the cause of this deplorable state of affairs 
and prescribe the divinely revealed remedy. 
 
The Cause 

One cause of the churches’ apostasy is the extension of the 19th 
century liberal doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of God and the 
universal brotherhood of man. Viewing God only as Creator, or 
the God of Nature; all religions as parts of one great whole; and all 
men as brothers, whatever their creed or way of life, liberal-
modernist churches have cast off the holy, sin-punishing God of 
salvation and the brotherhood of the redeemed. On the basis of this 
notion, they are frantically attempting to bring all men into ‘the 
church’, make them feel as comfortable as possible, and then 
proceed to tell them without the least qualification that God loves 
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them and they are on the road to heaven. In the early Church, by 
contrast, those who entered a place of Christian worship were 
struck with an awesome sense of the judicial presence of God and 
the love His people bore to each other.  
 
A second cause of present-day declension was identified by 
Gresham Machen three generations ago: “The Church of today has 
been unfaithful to her Lord by admitting great companies of non-
Christian persons, not only into her membership, but into her 
teaching agencies.” Have we not all heard of bishops who deny the 
Virgin Birth and Resurrection of our blessed Saviour? A 
Chancellor of one of our cathedrals contemptuously referred to the 
latter as “a bag of bones.” Do some of us not know of theology 
lecturers who spend their time undermining the authority of God’s 
holy Word and denying the existence of Biblical miracles? 
 
A third cause of the present malaise is the wholesale rejection of 
creeds, confessions and articles of faith. In the Established Church, 
so many ‘clergy’ dishonestly swore allegiance to the Thirty-nine 
Articles while denying them that only a few years needed to pass 
before the Articles were voted out of the Church’s testimony. In a 
parallel move, hundreds of Non-conformist churches whittled their 
confessions of faith down to a minimum of statements, or re-wrote 
them in the interests of ‘the wideness of God’s mercy’, leaving 
anyone with a few gifts and some ‘commitment’ to join the ranks 
of office bearers controlling their affairs.  
 
The result, for all to see, is not ‘the Church in the world’ but ‘the 
world in the Church.’ Bingo, lotteries, dances, raffles, theatricals, 
pop bands, female priests, pilgrimages, processions, ‘marches for 
Jesus’ and who knows what else now take the place of Bible 
studies, Prayer Meetings and reverent services of worship. 
 
The Remedy 

If Evangelical and Reformed Christians cannot conscientiously 
support a church where Liberal-Modernism reigns, should they not 
secede or withdraw? Many today see secession as the only remedy. 
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At considerable sacrifice, they have already cut their ties with the 
apostate body and formed a fresh fellowship, independent of all 
other churches. Often this has occurred because the ruling factor 
has been ‘the majority vote.’ It pains us deeply to think of godly 
believers who have seen their time, energy and gifts squandered by 
callous ‘liberals’ whose liberalism has wholly deserted them when 
it comes to retaining church property and power. But to conserve 
the central truth of salvation by the atoning blood of Christ alone, 
they have withdrawn, whatever the cost. Sadly, others have 
seceded for far less fundamental matters. 
 
When we study the teaching of Scripture, however, we see that 
secession is not always the remedy. It is the modernists, the 
defectors, the traitors to our Lord Jesus Christ who should 
withdraw. If they had any conscience, they would. But if not, the 
elders should exercise church discipline, and so preserve the 
church’s purity of doctrine and holiness of life. This can only be 
hoped for by a wholesale willingness to sit round the table and 
resolve to abide by the verdict of Scripture. But where, O where is 
this done? Should the ruling party or majority refuse this Biblical 
remedy, believers should follow the example of their Lord and His 
apostles and be content to be put out of the apostate church. 
 
In view of the present weakness of those who long to be faithful, 
we can only suggest the following courses of action: 
1. Continue the fight against all error and immorality in the 
churches. To shirk this duty is to be disloyal to Christ, the only 
Head of His Church. True, He has said: “I will build My Church”; 
but He has always done so by means of inflexible contenders for 
the faith, such as Polycarp, Augustine, the Reformers, the Puritans, 
the Covenanters and more recent Evangelicals. 
2. Jealously guard the entrance to church office. No false charity to 
men should be allowed to dislodge our loyalty to Christ. We 
believe that more grief has come to the Church of God through 
false charity than through any other cause. Flattery, conniving at 
others’ sin, bending God’s standards, even bribery, have all played 
their nefarious part in polluting God’s sanctuary. 
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3. Choose godly, faithful pastors. Said Murray M’Cheyne: “A holy 
minister [not a learned, or eloquent, or popular one] is an awful 
weapon in the hand of God.” I wonder how many ministers, who 
love to parade their degrees and number of titles they have 
‘authored’, would pass a presbytery examination by Andrew Gray, 
or Thomas Boston, or John Duncan. May God send us ministers 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and are not ashamed to proclaim 
His worth or to ‘own’ Him in any company! 
4. Renew truly Christian teaching, in our homes, schools and 
colleges. Christian truth, taught by Christian teachers, in a 
Christian spirit, to the glory of God, is the only way to recapture 
youth and tell His wondrous works to generations yet unborn. Our 
young people must learn what our most holy faith is, not from its 
enemies, but from its friends, who know the Lord from personal 
experience, and can ‘speak what they do know.’ 
 
Conclusion 

In all our efforts to reform the churches, we must resort to prayer 
at the footstool of our sovereign God. Since salvation is of the 
Lord, and no-one else, we must look up to Him who in eternity 
purposed to save His people, a number that no man can number. 
We must consciously acknowledge His sovereign right to save or 
destroy, as it pleases Him. We must cast ourselves upon His 
mercy, for He alone can fill the Gospel with power to make 
spiritually dead sinners live. All hope of success, all 
encouragement that fails to do this is a denial of our profession and 
an insult to our God. And whomever we pray for, whether 
particular people, or a particular church, or a particular country, or 
the whole world, we must know and feel ourselves closed in to His 
sovereignty.  The fulfillment of His promises to build His Church, 
to fill the whole earth with His glory, and to see of the travail of 
His soul and be satisfied, is altogether in His hands. In this respect, 
as in all others, we are entirely dependent on the sovereignty of 
His saving grace. 
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Our Gracious God 

and the Grace of God  

in the Scottish Metrical Psalter 

 
Introduction 

Three thoughts prompted this selection of references to the 
graciousness and grace of God in the Scottish Metrical Psalter:  
1. The hatred by theological Liberals of the God of the Old 
Testament. Viewing Him through their own jaundiced eyes, they 
repeatedly depict Him as nothing but a God of wrath. Then they 
proceed to reject Him in favour of their loving God of the New 
Testament. Thankfully B.B.Warfield and J.Gresham Machen have 
exposed this Liberal idol. 
2. The failure of Christians to sing the Psalms, despite New 
Testament authorization (Eph.5.19; Col.3.16). This failure 
sometimes reveals a determination to cling to their own opinions 
and traditions, rather than a willingness to yield to the revealed 
will of God. Sadly, churches have split over the issue. We are 
thankful that some churches include the Psalms in their public 
services. May others follow their good example. 
3. The Scottish Metrical Psalter is printed by the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, and is available in both small and medium size print. 
 
 
Our Gracious God 

The Lord is good and gracious, 
He upright is also: 
He therefore sinners will instruct 
In ways that they should go.           Psalm 25.8. 
 
O Lord my God, full many are  
The wonders Thou hast done; 
Thy gracious thoughts to us-ward far 
Above all thoughts are gone.           Psalm 40.5. 
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O let the Lord, our gracious God, 
For ever blessed be, 
Who turned not my prayer from Him, 
Nor yet His grace from me.            Psalm 66.20. 
 
For ever will the Lord cast off, 
And gracious be no more? 
For ever is His mercy gone? 
Fails His Word evermore?              Psalm 77.7-8. 
 
For Thou art gracious, O Lord, 
And ready to forgive; 
And rich in mercy, all that call 
Upon Thee to relieve.                      Psalm 86.5. 
 
The Lord our God is merciful, 
And He is gracious, 
Long-suffering, and slow to wrath, 
In mercy plenteous.                         Psalm 103.8. 
 
The Lord Almighty, and His strength, 
With stedfast hearts seek ye: 
His blessed and His gracious face 
Seek ye continually.                        Psalm 105.4. 
 
His works most wonderful He hath 
Made to be thought upon: 
The Lord is gracious, and He is 
Full of compassion.                         Psalm 111.4. 
 
God merciful and righteous is, 
Yea, gracious is our Lord. 
God saves the meek: I was brought low, 
He did me help afford.                    Psalm 116.5-6. 
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That I will keep Thy statutes all 
Firmly resolved have I: 
O do not then, most gracious God, 
Forsake me utterly.                         Psalm 119.8. 
 
O Lord, be gracious to us, 
Unto us gracious be; 
Because replenished with contempt 
Exceedingly are we.                        Psalm 123.3. 
 
How precious also are Thy thoughts, 
O gracious God, to me! 
And in their sum how passing great 
And numberless they be!                Psalm 139.17. 

 
The Grace of God 

 But I into Thy house will come 
 In Thine abundant grace; 
 And I will worship in Thy fear 
 Toward Thy holy place.                  Psalm 5.7. 
 
 Lord, Thou preservest man and beast. 
 How precious is Thy grace! 
 Therefore in shadow of Thy wings 
 Men’s sons their trust shall place.   Psalm 36.6-7. 
 
 We surely shall be satisfied 
 With Thy abundant grace, 
 And with the goodness of Thy house, 
 Even of Thy holy place.                  Psalm 65.4. 
 
 Lord, bless and pity us, 
 Shine on us with Thy face: 
 That th’earth Thy way, and nations all 
 May know Thy saving grace.          Psalm 67.1. 
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How lovely is Thy dwelling-place, 
 O Lord of hosts, to me! 
 The tabernacles of Thy grace 
 How pleasant, Lord, they be!          Psalm 84.1. 
 
 For God the Lord’s a sun and shield: 
 He’ll grace and glory give; 
 And will withhold no good from them 
 That uprightly do live.                    Psalm 84.11. 
 
 Those that within the house of God 
 Are planted by His grace, 
 They shall grow up, and flourish all 
 In our God’s holy place.                 Psalm 92.13. 
 
 Let us before His presence come 
 With praise and thankful voice; 
 Let us sing psalms to Him with grace, 
 And make a joyful noise.                Psalm 95.2. 
 Upon Thy statutes my delight 
 Shall constantly be set: 
 And, by Thy grace, I never will 
 Thy holy Word forget.                    Psalm 119.16. 
 With me, Thy servant, in Thy grace, 
 Deal bountifully, Lord; 
 That by Thy favour I may live, 
 And duly keep Thy Word.              Psalm 119.17. 
 
 Give thanks to God, for good is He: 
 For mercy hath He ever. 
 Thanks to the God of gods give ye: 
 For His grace faileth never.            Psalm 136.1. 
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Luther, Rome and Ourselves 

 
On October 31, 1999 (the anniversary of Luther’s posting of his 95 
Theses) in Augsburg (the name of the first Lutheran Confession of 
Faith) representatives of the Lutheran World Federation and the 
Church of Rome affirmed that their doctrinal differences no longer 
warrant church separation. The years of discussion taken to reach 
this “limited consensus” need not bother us. It is the fruit that 
counts. A number of Lutheran churches rejected the Joint 

Declaration. But the last pope gave it his personal blessing and the 
present pope his active support. 
 
While the declaration is not a “Common Confession of Faith”, it is 
“a consensus on basic truths” and “a shared understanding of 
justification.” In brief, the “occasion of doctrinal condemnations” 
no longer exists.  
 
On the surface, it appears that Rome has changed. The document 
states: “Together we confess: By grace alone, in faith in Christ’s 
saving work and not because of merits on our part, we are accepted 
by God” (Para 15). Further, it affirms: “Whatever in the justified 
precedes or follows the free gift of faith is neither the basis of 
justification nor merits it” (Para 25).  
 
Though these statements certainly contradict canon 9 of the 
Council of Trent – which pronounces anathema on all who say that 
the godless are justified by faith alone – and canon 32 – which 
affirms that good works truly merit the increase of grace, eternal 
life and glory – Cardinal Cassidy told journalists that the 
consensus reached at Augsburg is in agreement with the Trent 
rulings. Henri Blocher, a Reformed student of the document, 
warns us of Rome’s “grand hermeneutical tradition of paradoxical 
subtlety.” For example, the Lord Jesus said: Drink ye all of it. The 
Church says: Don’t all drink of it.  
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Have the Lutherans then remained where Luther left them? 
Luther’s mature definition states: “The article of justification . . . is 
this: by faith alone in Christ, without works, we are declared just 
and saved” (W 40 I 355; Comm. Gal 3.22). As Ewald Plass 
explains: early in his spiritual pilgrimage, Luther, following 
Augustine, allowed for growth in justification. “But later this use 
of the term disappears, and he tells us that justification takes place 
‘at once, and does not come piecemeal’.” (What Luther Says. 701) 
In other words, to justify is to declare or pronounce a believer 
right with God, and not to make him right by changing his 
character and conduct. This latter is wrought not by God the Father 
acting as Judge, but by God the Spirit working in regeneration and 
sanctification.  
 
But following the mediating example of Melanchthon, who 
yielded to Roman and imperial pressure after Luther’s death, the 
modern Lutheran World Federation emphasizes the renewal of the 
sinner, rather than his re-instatement into the favour of God. In 
short, they blur, if not conceal, the valid and necessary distinction 
between imputed and imparted righteousness.  
 
The Joint Declaration leaves other contradictions in place. While 
Roman Catholics acknowledge the remains of indwelling sin and 
the constant struggle of infused grace with it in every believer, 
they continue to cling to the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary [i.e. in the womb of her mother Anna, not of Jesus in her 
own womb] and the false notion that certain ‘saints’ attained moral 
perfection in this life. Moreover, in a further contradiction, they 
refuse to call sin after baptism sin, but merely the “fuel of sin”, 
which certainly “does not merit the punishment of eternal death.” 
Thus they rob grace of all its glory.  
 
Other fundamental issues spring to mind. If our acceptance with 
God comes solely through faith in Christ alone, why does the 
chapel of Bernadette in Lourdes retain the motto: ‘Through Mary 
to Jesus’? Is He not recognized now as “the only Redeemer of 
God’s elect” and the “one Mediator between God and men”? Why 
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does Rome still believe in Purgatory and claim to release souls 
from it on payment of indulgence money? Is not faith in His once 
offered sacrifice sufficient to put us right with God?  
 
We could pursue this inquiry further, but will recall our readers to 
teaching that our children received long ago. In the Mother’s 

Catechism, prepared by John Willison of Dundee (c1680 – 1740), 
we read: 
‘Q. In what way doth the righteousness of Christ become ours? 
A. By imputation on God’s part, and believing on our part. 
Q. When doth God impute Christ’s righteousness? 
A. When we lay hold thereon by faith for justification. 
Q. Whether, then, are we justified by faith or by works? 
A. By faith only.’ 
Better still, perhaps, is the distinction made in the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism: 
‘Q 33. What is justification? 
A.   Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He 
pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in His sight, 
only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by 
faith alone. Eph. 1.7; 2 Cor. 5.21; Rom. 5.19; Gal. 2.16. 
Q 35. What is sanctification? 
A.       Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we 
are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are 
enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto 
righteousness. 2 Thess. 2.13; Eph. 4.24; Rom. 8.1.’ 
What need have we of any further witnesses? 
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Book Reviews 

 
Despite the deliberate increase in the size of ‘Peace and Truth’, 

we are still unable to include reviews of all the titles sent to us. 

For this we apologize to publishers. We hope to make good this 

omission in future issues, the Lord willing. Editor. 

 
Church Society and Tentmaker Publications 

A Body of Divinity – James Ussher. 614pp. Hbk. £30. ISBN 0-
85190-083-6. 
Out of loyalty to the king, James Ussher turned down an invitation 
to attend the Westminster Assembly. Nevertheless, his Irish 

Articles of 1615 formed the basis of many of its Confessional and 
Catechetical statements. Their fullness, precision, stately tone and 
doctrinal Calvinism clearly commended themselves to that august 
body. The same qualities mark this monumental contribution to 
Reformed Theology. In his Preface, Duncan Boyd notes its leading 
qualities: it is (1) thoroughly Scriptural (2) thoroughly Calvinistic 
(3) thoroughly committed to the Moral Law (4) thoroughly 
opposed to the errors of Romanism. Barry Shucksmith, another 
reviewer, says that it is spiritually both enriching and refreshing, 
and it gives the Lord Jesus Christ and the doctrines of grace their 
deserved place. Being laid out in the form of a catechism, it 
perhaps makes truth more memorable than an unbroken prose 
presentation would. On this score, it is highly suited to family 
devotions, especially as children are accustomed to learning by 
question and answer. A rich bonus is the inclusion of a first-rate 
Table of Contents, the Irish Articles and Ussher’s beautiful sermon 
Immanuel. Unreservedly recommended. Incidentally, while 
perusing the January 1935 issue of Peace and Truth, I discovered a 
reply to a calumny, repeated by Romish and other writers, that in 
his later years Ussher forsook his earlier Calvinism. Suffice to say 
that in 1654, the date of the publication of his Principles of the 

Christian Religion and of his death, Ussher held the same views 
that he had held in 1604. May we be on our guard when faced with 
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statements of this kind. They come from the pit. Even this year we 
heard that the present pope has taken upon himself to ‘re-instate’ 
Luther as a true son of the [Roman] Church, so that he was not a 
heretic after all!        J.M.B. 
 
Banner of Truth Trust 

A Defence of Calvinism – C.H.Spurgeon. 32pp. Pbk. £1.50. ISBN 
978-0-85151-973-9. 
This booklet is taken from Chapter 13 of The Early Years, Volume 
1 of C.H.Spurgeon’s autobiography. Because of this the content is 
anecdotal rather than expository, as the writer seeks to explain how 
he came to believe the doctrines of grace and why he holds them. 
He begins by emphasizing the need to begin the Christian life by 
believing good solid doctrine, so this booklet would be helpful to a 
new Christian. It would also benefit people who struggle with the 
label Calvinism as Spurgeon shows that its doctrines are entirely 
Biblical. The booklet also contains a brief summary of the 
differences between Calvinism and Hyper-Calvinism. It would 
have been helpful for the publishers to state what the doctrines of 
grace are. Warmly commended.                          Christopher Banks 
Lectures to my Students – C.H. Spurgeon. 928pp. Hbk. £19.00. 
ISBN 13: 978-O-85151-966-1. 
Spurgeon’s lively informal spirit appears at its most winsome in 
this superb set of lectures (newly typeset). Complete with 
Victorian anecdotes, poetic doggerel and illustrations, e.g. 
Brimstone and Treacle, plus the valuable Commenting and 
Commentaries, it never palls on the reader, and is always relevant. 
Along with the rest of us, slovenly and affected students and 
ministers (e.g. those who try to copy the late Dr. Lloyd-Jones’ 
nasal tones and pulpit gestures) would do well to pray over the 
lessons Spurgeon has to teach us. Cordially recommended.  J.M.B. 
Sermons on Acts 1-7 by John Calvin. 688pp. Hbk. £18. ISBN 978-
0-85151-968-5. 
This newly translated group of forty-four sermons is a welcome 
addition to the number already available in English. The gifted 
translator, Rob Roy McGregor, reminds us of the Reformer’s basic 
aim: to see sinners under the dealing of the Spirit of God moulded 
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into the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like Benjamin Farley’s 
translations, the present work is thoroughly idiomatic – containing 
many Calvin colloquialisms and homely applications. One can 
almost envisage the gaunt but animated Reformer in his pulpit at 
St. Pierre, explaining each Biblical passage and drumming home 
its high-toned moral lessons to the Geneva citizens of all trades 
and professions who formed his congregation. This collection does 
much towards dispelling malicious caricatures of Calvin and 
showing us what a superb communicator he was to ordinary 
people with no pretensions to learning and scholarship. Excellent.     
Additional Note: While many today either despise or ignore the 
teaching of Calvin, we are convinced that for the theology and life 
of the churches to survive, they must return to the doctrines of 
grace that Calvin so tenaciously held.                                    J.M.B.                        
A Bible Alphabet Activity Book – Alison Brown. 59pp. Large Pbk. 
£2.00. ISBN 978-0-85151-964-7. 
This is a lovely children’s book. Each page has a lower case letter, 
a word, and a summary of a Bible story involving that word. The 
stories are concise and God-centred; a list at the end of the book 
shows where to find them in the Bible. The colour pictures are 
extremely attractive. The accompanying activity book contains the 
same pictures, letters and words, ready to be coloured in, along 
with a shorter summary of each story. Both these titles are well 
produced, and are excellent value.                            Miriam Lowrie 
The Word of His Fingers – Alison Brown. 32pp. Large Pbk. £3.50. 
ISBN 978-0-85151-965-4. 
This beautiful colour picture book presents the creation account in 
well-written rhyme. The authoress looks at the details of God’s 
creation and shows how they point to a loving Craetor. It could 
help prepare children to answer questions and meet challenges 
they could face in a world that discounts the truth of Genesis. This 
very appealing book for small children is one that they are not 
likely to outgrow too soon.                                       Miriam Lowrie 
 

Reformation Heritage Books 

Select Works of Robert Rollock. 2 volumes. 1420 pp. $68. Hbk. 
ISBN 978-1-60178-036-2. 
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It is a pleasure to see these precious volumes reprinted. Not only 
was Rollock an early exponent of covenant theology in Britain, his 
study of the sufferings and glory of Christ brings to this awesome 
subject an emotional dimension lacking in earlier treatments. His 
treatise on God’s Effectual Calling is excellent, as are the few 
expository sermons included in this selection. Always solemn, 
affectionate and weighty, Rollock, first Principal of Edinburgh 
University, drew admiration from his students both for his learning 
and his godliness. While some of the sermons are in the ‘auld 
Scots dialect’, they soon become readable with a little glossary 
help. Andrew Woolsey’s Introduction, containing a brief 
biography, a list of the leading features of Rollock’s covenant 
theology and a summary of his preaching (People Orientated, 
Bible Based and Christ Centred) is a rich bonus. For solid 
Reformed theology infused with deep spirituality, these volumes 
are second to none.      J.M.B.  
Loving Christ and Fleeing Temptation – Andrew Gray. 640pp. 
$22. Hbk. ISBN 978-1-60178-018-8. 
This edited reprint of the Select Sermons (1792) of the remarkable 
and precocious Andrew Gray, contemporary of James Durham, 
David Dickson, Samuel Rutherford and other Scottish Second 
Reformation divines, reminds us of the conscience-searching, 
spiritually-exhilarating and Christ-exalting preaching of long ago. 
When Gray preached in Glasgow High Kirk (now the cathedral) 
hundreds flocked there, only to find their hair standing on end at 
his terrifying warnings and their hearts melted by his earnest and 
tender offers of Christ. Among the numerous topics treated here 
are Delighting in God, Christian Diligence, Christ’s Preciousness 
to Believers, Saving Faith, Spiritual Pride, Temptation and 
Strangers Called to Behold Christ. In God’s answer to his desire, 
Gray was taken to glory when only twenty-two years old, there to 
shine like the stars of heaven. Unique.                                   J.M.B. 
Meet the Puritans – Joel Beeke and Randall Pederson. 935pp. $25. 
Hbk. ISBN 978-1-60178-000-3. 
Commended by a host of Reformed theologians, this compendium 
of Puritan biography, titles, bibliography and recent reprints is an 
excellent resource for all lovers of these master theologians and 
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probing soul physicians. Covering English, American, Scottish and 
Dutch divines, this eminently readable volume should be on the 
shelves of every preacher. We wish for it the widest circulation 
and the rich blessing of heaven.                                              J.M.B.                       
Puritan Reformed Spirituality – Joel Beeke. 475pp. $35. Hbk. 
ISBN 1-892777-30-4. 
As millions of westerners seek to plug the hole made in their 
hearts by materialism, this collection of studies admirably directs 
us to those whose spirituality was thoroughly Biblical, focused on 
the true and living God, and nourished by the grace of Christ and 
His Spirit. The studies move steadily from Calvin on Piety, 
through such godly ministers as William Ames, Anthony Burgess, 
John Brown of Haddington, Thomas Boston and the Erskine 
brothers, Willem Teellinck, Herman Witsius and Theodore 
Frelinghuysen, to considerations of Faith, Justification, Holiness 
and Reformed Experiential Preaching. Having read these chapters 
in their original magazine format, I recommend not only the book, 
but also the magazine – The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth – 

from which they are drawn. True theology is thrilling in its own 
right, but when it breathes through sanctified souls, it exudes an 
aroma that the reader should cherish. To those who are strangers to 
the inner life of these eminent servants of God, here is a title 
calculated to whet the spiritual appetite.                                 J.M.B. 
Christ is All – ed. Michael Haykin and Darrin Brooker. 226pp. 
$7.50. Pbk. ISBN 978-1-60178-033-1. 
Here we have a brief biography and sixty-five extracts from 
Horatius Bonar’s writings that capture both the spirit and the 
substance of his fervent devotion to Christ. Rich in matter for 
prayer, the title sends out a clarion call to our poverty-stricken 
souls to live holily, witness faithfully and spend much time with 
our God, the first two being impossible without the last. A first-
rate compilation.                                                                     J.M.B. 
Communion with God – Robert Philip. 160pp. $13. Pbk. ISBN 1-
892777-46-0. 
It is good to see reprints like this, from a little known Scot who 
ministered in Liverpool and London in the 19th century, and was 
Director of the London Missionary Society. Philip’s experiential 

Page 41



Peace and Truth: 2008:3

preaching and writing found a lodging in many hearts, especially 
in the U.S.A. The present title is a distillation of the author’s 
intimate knowledge of God. It makes much of prayer in connection 
with the Holy Spirit, Faith, the Spirit of Prayer, Fellowship with 
God; includes a rare chapter on the Saviour’s Devotional Spirit; 
and closes by considering Communion with God and the Lamb in 
the Lord’s Supper. A book that consistently ploughs a straight 
furrow on the necessity for and delight in drawing near to God, as 
this does, deserves a wide circulation. Highly commended.  J.M.B. 
The Love of the Spirit Traced in His Work – Robert Philip. 250pp. 
$18. Pbk. ISBN 1-892777-47-9. 
This fine work traces the love of the Holy Spirit through His 
varied dealings with the people of God. In so doing, it makes the 
heart glow with love for Him, as well as for the Father and the 
Son. Unafraid to point out Spirit-dishonouring errors, Philip 
nevertheless devotes most of his pages to feeding the believer with 
edifying, encouraging and comforting teaching, sensitively 
handling such rarely tackled topics as the Love of the Spirit in 
Justification, Adoption, Illumination and Intercession. O that our 
places of worship would once more echo to the tender tones of His 
work on human hearts!                                                           J.M.B. 
The Hiding Place: The Sinner Found in Christ – John Macfarlane. 
376pp. $20. Pbk. ISBN 978-1-892777-78-2. 
In seventeen chapters, an Old Free Church of Scotland worthy 
traces the beauties of Jehovah through such titles as Jehovah-Jireh, 
Jehovah Tsidkenu, Jehovah-Shalom, demonstrating that all these 
names are fulfilled in Jehovah-Jesus. Not only is this study a sure 
antidote to the pernicious denial of our Lord’s perfect deity by 
‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’; it is also a safe guide to Christ as the only 
hiding place for poor lost sinners. In the final chapter, headed The 

Improvement, our venerable author urges sinners to flee to Christ 
to cover them from the wrath of the holy God that hangs over their 
heads, assuring them of a willing welcome.                           J.M.B. 
Christ Our Rest – David Pitcairn. 480pp. $26. Pbk. ISBN 978-1-
892777-73-7. 
This book, subtitled The Doubts and Fears of the Believer 

Practically Considered, is summarized in the author’s sentence: 
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“The grand and effectual antidote to all doubts and fears respecting 
our personal salvation is a strong and steady faith in the Saviour of 
sinners. Christ is our rest.” Though we know this theoretically, so 
powerful and persistent is indwelling sin that we need to be 
reminded of it every day, and know how to combat its destructive 
influences. It is comforting to be assured that the existence of such 
doubts is not incompatible with a state of grace, and alarming to be 
shown the damage they can do to a regenerate soul (pages 1-192). 
It is also enlightening to reflect on the physical and natural causes 
of doubts and fears, and to have spiritual causes such as the hiding 
of God’s face, the temptations of the devil and the commission of 
sin highlighted for us. The book concludes with the exposure of 
several religious causes: imperfect and inaccurate views of the 
Person, Work and Qualifications of Christ; and of the sinner’s 
warrant to believe on Him (pages 193-362). How relevant and 
searching this teaching is, every struggling saint will recognize 
from his own experience. May the Lord bless this book to all 
sufferers from the lack of assurance, and to the pastors and friends 
who are called on to deal with them.                                      J.M.B. 
The Everlasting Word – Frans Bakker. 656pp. $21. Hbk. ISBN 
978-1-60178-027-0. 
This ‘Daily Devotional’ by a true son of consolation (better known 
for his simple but penetrating Banner of Truth title Praying 

Always) bids fair to jostle out of position some of our favourite 
daily readings. As Cornelius Pronk says, these meditations are 
spiritual gems. Little wonder that God has blessed them to many of 
His people in Holland. The translation, by Gerald Procee, is in no 
way stilted, as are some translations from Dutch into English we 
have read. The short sentences, attractive layout of the pages, and 
deep spiritual teaching, render this a priceless acquisition. One 
striking feature of the meditations is the late author’s acute ‘angle 
of vision.’ Not only does he extract the plain natural meaning of 
each passage or text, he also focuses on details that might easily 
escape the reader during family worship. His comments on ‘Tell 
his disciples AND PETER’ are a case in point. So is his meditation 
on The Misery of the Lame Beggar. How we long for the truths 
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that this dear man of God, as taught by the Spirit, brings out for 
our profit, to be engraven on every heart.                               J.M.B. 
Reformation Heroes – Diana Kleyn and Joel Beeke. 240pp. Large 
Hdbk. £14.95. ISBN 978-1-60178-028-7. 
Any book that comes with recommendations from Sinclair 
Ferguson, Robert Godfrey and R.C.Sproul promises to be a 
delight; this volume is certainly that. Written for teenagers, it 
introduces us to over forty ‘heroes’ of the Reformation period. It is 
well written, clear and not short on historical detail. A pleasing 
feature is the inclusion of prominent women of the time who are 
often overlooked in ‘heavier’ works. Dr. Beeke said recently that 
many adults have told him of their appreciation of the book, as 
they knew little of the Reformation and had been put off by 
imposing histories they had previously encountered. This is a 
beautifully produced and outstanding book, containing many 
pleasing illustrations.                                              Malcolm Lowrie 
Their Lives and Your Life: Children’s Devotions on Bible 

Characters. 372pp. Pbk. £7.00. ISBN 978-1-60178-030-0. 
This book is a family devotional for every day of the year. Each 
page focuses on a Biblical character, presented in Biblical order. 
Yet the real focus is on learning about the Lord. There is a 
recommended Bible passage to be read, with a verse picked out as 
a text. This is followed by a short explanation and a question to 
help children apply and be challenged by the teaching. This is a 
straightforward resource for families who gather together around 
the Word of God.                                                      Miriam Lowrie 
 
Rutherford House 

The Sacrament of the Word Made Flesh – Robert J. Stamps. 
331pp. £16.99. Pbk. ISBN 978-0-946068-76-0. 
This scholarly study of the Eucharistic theology of the late Thomas 
Torrance has been hailed as a noteworthy contribution to our 
understanding of modern Reformed theology. Regrettably, we 
cannot agree. Quoting Torrance’s familiar phrase: “Theology is . . 
a worshipping of God with the mind”, the author sets out to 
explore his ecumenical bridge-building for “the fullness of 
sacramental communion” between the churches. First, Dr. Stamps 
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places this theology in its “theological and cosmological 
framework.” Then he discusses God’s ‘interactions’ with this 
world. This leads to a demonstration that “the eucharist belongs at 
the heart of Torrance’s theology.” 
After extricating myself from such verbal monstrosities as 
“necessary epistemological determinants”, man being left 
“epistemologically disorientated in a sea of divinity”, an “eternal 
oblation”, the “Eucharistic Parousia” etc, ad nauseam, I paused to 
consider what the Lord Jesus thinks of all this scholastic jargon 
imposed on His simple memorial meal. Long before reaching the 
end of this book, I realized how subtle so-called Reformed writers 
can be in their use of ambiguous but Romanizing language. When 
Torrance states that in the Eucharist “we offer Christ 
eucharistically”, we are unsure whether he means as “a thank 
offering” or to “propitiate God.” In either case, he is wrong; for 
our Lord said: “Take, Eat,” not “Bring, Offer.” To be sure, all 
avowedly Christian roads that do not square with the Biblical 
Reformed Faith inevitably lead to Rome. Give us Thomas Boston 
any time! This is not Reformed theology at all!  J.M.B. 
 

Evangelical Press 

Which Church? Ed. R.Strivens. 165pp. Pbk. £8.95. ISBN 
9780852346686. 
This is a fascinating book for all who are concerned about church 
life. It is a collection of papers from a conference held in 2004 at 
the John Owen Centre for Theological Study entitled “Where have 
all the Nonconformists gone?” Contributors, who came from a 
wide range of churches, were given freedom to express their 
views. Paul Cook, on ‘The Freedom of the Free Churchman’ opens 
with a look at the relationship between Church and State. Robert 
Oliver looks at ‘The Roots of Nonconformity.’ Stuart Olyott sets 
out the biblical principles for church life. Geoff Thomas takes a 
warm-hearted look at Biblical Preaching. Kenneth Brownell traces 
the decline of Nonconformity at Carr’s Lane Congregational 
Church, Birmingham. Melvin Tinker shows what can still be done 
within the Church of England. Mark Johnston assesses the future 
of Nonconformity, calling us back to Puritan principles, while 
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Robert Strivens sums up. There is food for thought on every page, 
though the book leaves many questions open. Stuart Olyott, for 
example, says prelacy is unbiblical, while Melvyn Tinker is happy 
to work under it. The clear desire of the contributors is to serve 
God in a Biblical way; readers will therefore find it richly 
rewarding.                                                                       Robert Dale 
Daniel – Allan Harman. 333pp. Hbk. £16.95. ISBN 085234-649-2. 
This is the latest in the series of Study Commentaries intended for 
the intelligent Christian. The author explains the original Hebrew 
to his readers so that they can follow its meaning without personal 
knowledge of the language. Therefore, despite being well-
researched and scholarly, it is clear and readable. The text is 
divided into manageable sections, each section being carefully 
explained and applied. Harman wisely decides not to interact with 
the scholarship of others. The result is helpful and illuminating, 
without being distracting. He also admirably refrains from 
prophetic speculation, but offers views of others who may differ 
from himself. Altogether, this is a helpful exposition of a portion 
of Scripture that seems confusing to many.         Gervase Charmley 
Meeting God – Peter Jeffrey. 125pp. Pbk. £6.95. ISBN 13-978-0-
85234-671-6. 
This is a straightforward presentation of the Gospel suitable as a 
gift for someone earnestly seeking salvation. It consists of 19 brief 
chapters, most of which are based on Bible characters. The basic 
doctrines of Scripture are explained in a modern, punchy style, but 
without any compromise of truth. I was particularly impressed by 
the chapter entitled ‘Two Kings – David and Manasseh’, but this is 
only a sample of the good things to be found here.      John Manton 
The Final Word – Steve Wilmshurst. 286pp. Pbk. £9.95. ISBN 13-
978-0-85234-669-3. 
One of the latest in the Welwyn Commentary Series, this work by 
Steve Wilmshurst of Bristol has as its subtitle ‘The Book of 
Revelation Simply Explained.’ It lives up to this subtitle. 
After a beautifully lucid Introduction explaining the different 
approaches to Revelation, the author gets to grips with the text in 
language which, while always contemporary, does justice to the 
sublime imagery and symbolism of Revelation. He never allows 
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his own views to obtrude, but does his best to give alternative 
views a fair hearing. A more substantial Bibliography would, 
however, have been welcome. 
To give a ‘taste’ of the work, I quote its last few sentences: “This 

was the point of all the spectacular visions, to nail it down for 
God’s people still living in this fallen world with all its suffering 
and pain: ‘See, this is who your Jesus is, the Lord of your history, 
greater far than all your enemies, the Beginning and the End, 
Alpha and Omega. This glorious Lord Jesus is coming again, and 
He is coming soon. So be faithful. Keep His words, be true to 
Him.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”                                John Manton 
Daily Treasure – C.H.Spurgeon. compiled by James Renihan. 
Hbk. £16.95. ISBN 978-085234-464-4. 
Daily Readings – J.C.Ryle. compiled by Robert Sheehan. Hbk. 
£19.95. ISBN 978-085234-420-0. 
Spurgeon on the Psalms and Ryle on the Four Gospels! What more 
could we desire to keep the flame of devotion alight? Among 
many Daily Readings now available, these must be among the 
best. Wholeheartedly recommended.                                      J.M.B. 
Job – Hywel Jones. Pbk. £16.95. ISBN 978-085234-664-8. 
This title is a welcome addition to the E.P. Study Commentary 
series. Martin Luther described the book of Job as “magnificent 
and sublime as no other book of Scripture,” yet it is greatly 
neglected by God’s people today. Dr. Jones tells us that by it God 
aims to instruct and encourage His people in their earthly 
pilgrimage towards heaven. His commentary should therefore be 
useful to both preachers and believers. The short chapters could be 
used for daily devotions. Those who find the section on 
Introductory Matters hard going could omit them if necessary. 
Some interesting comparisons are drawn between Job and Christ 
the Suffering Servant. May the Lord use this commentary to give 
His people a greater understanding of the Book of Job.  
                                                                             Christopher Banks 
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Tapes of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”

The Glory of New Birth and a Changed Life, The Glory of Calvary and 
Atonement, The Glory of Heaven and Home – Vernon Higham – 3 Tapes
The Infallibility and Authority of Scripture – Austin Walker, Crawley
The Sufficiency of Scripture – Jeremy Walker, Crawley
Grace Alone – Peter Hallihan, Shropshire
Faith Alone – Gordon Davidson, London
Examples of Revival, The Theology of Revival, & Revival Today –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes
The Doctrines of Grace as taught by Jesus Christ –
Peter Rowell (Crowborough) – 2 tapes
Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)
God’s Good Purpose – Andrew Davies (London)
The Weakness of the Law and the Power of God – Achille Blaize (London)
The Grace of Christ, The Gift of Salvation and The Glory of Heaven –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes
God’s Plan for Marriage and The Family – Vernon Higham
God’s Guidance in Raising a Family – Mark Johnston
The Family as the Basis of Society – Achille Blaize
‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, 
-3 tapes by Mark Johnston
Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk
Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley
God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1-9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury
The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead
The Heart of the Cross, The Victory of the Cross, Glory of the Cross, -3 Tapes 
By Andrew Davis of South Wales
Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland
Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London

Tapes previously advertised are still available.
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