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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Editorial 
 

I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.  

Genesis 49.18 

 

We find here the expectation of salvation in a dying man. This has 
been written in Scripture as an encouragement for all the spiritual 
children of Jacob, whether they are great or small, mature or 
immature. This event has been recorded in Scripture especially for 
those who must say of themselves: ‘Is salvation possible for me?’ 
It was written in order that they would grasp courage from the 
deliverance of a sinner like Jacob. 
 
If Jacob’s death had been the death of a perfect man, then, O 
sinner, you would be standing at a distance and seeing him depart 
in peace. You would be staring at him as he left this life. Then you 
would have to conclude that this could never happen to you, for 
surely he was very good. But what a relief it is that Jacob’s sins 
have been openly recorded. It is evident that Jacob could only be 
saved by grace alone. Jacob only received salvation. He did not 
deserve it or earn it. It was granted to him by God’s free grace. 
This gives courage to a sinner. 
 
When you see that all your self-made ways of salvation are falling 
away, that you can never be saved by your own works, nor by your 
prayers and tears, and when all your avenues to be saved have 
failed or been cut off, then there is still one way open, and that is 
Christ. He has said: ‘I am the Way.’ O wonder of wonders! This 
way opens up when your own ways come to an end. Christ said it 
Himself: ‘Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am.’ Therefore, they will surely come. 
                                                                                      Frans Bakker 
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A Concise Calvinistic Catechism 
 

What Is The Doctrine Of  

 Election To Salvation? 

 
Election is the holy and loving choice by God of those who are to 
receive his grace. (Ernest F. Kevan) 
 
God  chose His people in Christ before the foundation of the world 
. . . to salvation. (Arthur Pink) 
 
God’s elect were the definite objects of His eternal love. (Arthur 
Pink) 
 

How Is Election To Salvation Sovereign? 
 

Salvation originates not in man but in God. (Simon J. Kistemaker) 
 
He that is saved is saved because God has chosen to save him. 
(Charles Haddon Spurgeon) 
 
Let it be a settled principle in our religion that men’s salvation . . . 
is wholly of God. (John Charles Ryle) 
 
It is God alone who saves, and that in every element of the saving 
process. (Benjamin B. Warfield) 
 
It is God’s prerogative to determine who shall be vessels of mercy, 
and who shall be left to the just recompense of their sins. (Charles 
Hodge) 
 
Scripture Proof: 

He hath chosen us . . . before the foundation of the world . . . 
having predestinated us . . . according to the good pleasure of his 
will. (Ephesians 1:4-5) 
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That the purpose of God according to election might stand . . . 
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. (Romans 9:11,13) 
 

How Is Election To Salvation Unconditional? 

 
Election depends not upon . . . worthiness, but upon the will of 
God. (Elnathan Parr) 
 
God chooses us, not because we believe, but that we may believe. 
(Augustine) 
 
We are not chosen because we are good, we are chosen that we 
may be good. (Benjamin B. Warfield) 
 
When God elects us, it is not because we are handsome. (John 
Calvin) 
 
Our salvation flows from the fountain of God’s free mercy. (John 
Calvin) 
 
There is no place in the Scriptures for an election which is 
carefully adjusted to the foreseen actions of the creature. (Loraine 
Boettner) 

 
Scripture Proof: 

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according 
to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace. (Romans 11:5-6) 
 
For by grace are ye saved through grace; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should 
boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me. (John 6:37) 
 
I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen. (John 13:18) 
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I have chosen you out of the world. (John 15:19) 

 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, 
they have not known them. (Psalm 147:20) 
 

What Heresy Opposes This Doctrine? 

 
The Arminian’s notion [of election] (is) that it is conditional, upon 
the foresight of faith, works or perseverance. (Christopher Ness) 
 

What Names Are Given To Those Elected 

To Eternal Life? 
 
The elect are they whom God has chosen to everlasting life. 
(Thomas Boston) 
 
Chosen . . . not all men, but some only. For where all are taken 
there is no choice made. (Thomas Boston) 
 

These who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. i.e. true elect. 
(James Durham) 
 
The Lamb’s book of life . . . is a catalogue of the elect. (Loraine 
Boettner) 
 
The work . . . which shall be wrought in them and upon them shall 
denominate them a holy people. (Matthew Henry) 
 
The elect are called the redeemed of the Lord. (David Dickson) 
 
Scripture Proof: 

God’s elect. (Romans 8:33) 
 
His own elect. (Luke 18:7) 
 
Chosen . . . before the foundation of the world. (Ephesians 1:4) 
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The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. (Psalm 
33:12) 
 
They which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 
21:27) 
 
And they shall call them: the holy people, the redeemed of the 
Lord. (Isaiah 62:12) 

 
How May God’s Elect Be Known? 

 
They have passed through the strait gate of regeneration, or the 
new birth. (Ebenezer Erskine) 
 
Faith as the fruit of election is also the proof of election. (R. B. 
Kuiper) 

 
None can know their election but by their conformity to Christ; for 
all that are chosen are chosen to sanctification. (Matthew Henry) 
 
Holiness is the only evidence of election. (Charles Hodge) 
 
Elect men and women may be known and distinguished by holy 
lives. (John Charles Ryle) 

 
Scripture Proof: 

After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. (Titus 3:4-5) 
 
But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (1 
Corinthians 5:11) 
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God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. (2 Thessalonians 
2:13) 
 
Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:2) 

 
………………………………. 

 

Special Book Notice 

 
Originally a Sovereign Grace Union publication, Calvin’s 

Calvinism has now been published by the Reformed Free 
Publishing Association. It includes Calvin’s treatises on 
Predestination and Providence. It is 330 pages long, is hardback, 
and is priced at £15.00. It is available from Mary Stewart, 7 
Lislunnan Road, Kells, Ballymena, Co. Antrim, BT 42 3 NR. 
Northern Ireland. Tel: 0044-28-25-89185. e-mail: 
bookstore@cprc.co.uk. 

 
……………………………… 
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John Calvin: The Man and his work 
By Gervase N. Charmley 

 

Introduction 
The very name of John Calvin is enough to incite some people to 
virulent hatred. Nelson Price, a modern Southern Baptist leader 
has written: "History has judged Calvin wrong on many issues. 

Many of his proponents admit this but believe him to be worthy of 

adulation because of his overall contributions. His detractors 

believe he was obsessed with power, could not abide dissent, and 

is unworthy of praise often afforded him.”
1
 

  

The historian Will Durant wrote of Calvin in his Story of 

Civilization: “But we shall always find it hard to love the man who 

darkened the human soul with the most absurd and blasphemous 

conception of God in all the long and honoured history of 

nonsense.”2 
 
Yet on the other hand, other writers have written quite differently. 
John Wesley wrote: "John Calvin was a pious, wise and sensible 

man."
3
 

 

The eighteenth century Lutheran historian John Laurence Von 
Mosheim wrote that Calvin was: 
"A man with whom few of his age will bear any comparison for 

patient industry, resolution, hatred of the Roman superstition, 

eloquence, and genius."
4
 

 
                                                
1 Dr. Nelson Price, http://www.nelsonprice.com/index.php/?p=223 
Accessed 24/7/2008 
2 Cited by Dr. Price 
3  Works of John Wesley, (Wesleyan Methodist Book-Room, 
1872), Vol. 10 P. 360  
4  Institutes of Ecclesiastical History, (London, Thomas Tegg, 
1880, Trans. Murdock) Century XVI, Section 3, Part 2, Chapter 2 
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A man who has produced such widely different reactions is 
certainly a man that we ought not to be ignorant about! Who, then, 
was John Calvin, and why is he viewed in such widely differing 
lights, even among Protestants? 
 
Early life 

Jehan Cauvin (the name ‘John Calvin’ is an Anglicization of a 
Latinization of his original name) was born in the town of Noyon 
in Picardy, France on July 10th 1509. His father Gerard was 
descended from a family of boatmen, but by hard work had risen 
to the position of secretary to the Bishop of Noyon, and attorney to 
the cathedral chapter. Thus, unlike Martin Luther, who always said 
that he was born a peasant, Calvin enjoyed the advantages of the 
upper middle class from his youth. Since his father worked for the 
Cathedral Chapter, Calvin was brought up in the midst of Roman 
Catholicism, surrounded by priests and monks, an active 
participant in all the pomp and pageantry of the Medieval Roman 
Catholic Church, “obstinately devoted to the superstitions of 
Popery,” as he would put it himself in later life. 
 
At first his ambitious father intended Calvin for a clerical career, 
and to that end he obtained for him two ecclesiastical benefices, 
the chaplaincy of La Gesine and the curacy of Pont-l’Eveque, 
when he was still a child, in order to fund his education at the 
University of Paris. Although Calvin received the tonsure when he 
was inducted to these benefices, he was never ordained in the 
Roman Catholic Church (and it is probable that he was never 
formally ordained by anybody). His father paid curates to carry out 
the actual work of the benefices, and John obtained the revenues as 
a sort of scholarship, a common practice in those days. In Paris 
Calvin first studied at the College de Montagiu, concluding his 
undergraduate course there in 1528. This college was a centre of 
zealous Romanism, and was apparently quite pleasing to the young 
Calvin. 
 
While Calvin had been intended for the priesthood, a falling-out 
that occurred between Gerard Cauvin and the chapter of Noyon 
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Cathedral over claims that Gerard had appropriated money 
entrusted to him by the chapter changed the direction of his 
studies. Gerard now decided that his son should study law, which 
was also a more lucrative career. In this respect Calvin’s early life 
is something of a mirror image of that of Martin Luther, who was 
initially intended for the law, but became a theologian. While 
Luther disobeyed his father in becoming a monk, the young Calvin 
obediently changed his studies from theological to legal at his 
father‘s command. The University of Paris taught only 
ecclesiastical law, so Calvin went from Paris to Orleans, where 
civil law was taught, to pursue his studies. He also studied law in 
Bourges, and it was there that he first began the study of Greek, 
something that was frowned on by traditional Roman Catholic 
theologians, but popular with the young humanists of the period. A 
‘humanist’ in that period did not mean, as it does today, a sort of 
atheist, but rather a scholar who devoted himself to the study of 
‘the humanities’, and particularly the ancient languages of Latin 
and Greek. Through his associations as a legal student, Calvin 
became a humanist, although he continued his legal studies until 
the death of his father in 1531. After this, no longer bound to obey 
his father, Calvin returned to Paris to pursue the study of Greek 
and Hebrew at the newly-founded humanist College de France. 
Although he did not know it, these studies laid the foundations for 
his later work as a Reformer. 
 
Calvin’s first book, published in 1532, was a typical humanist 
work, a commentary on the treatise De Clementia (‘On Mercy’) by 
the Roman author Seneca. While it was a learned work, there is no 
evidence to support the claim that has been made by some writers 
that Calvin intended to use this work as a plea for the King to 
exercise clemency towards his Protestant subjects. At the same 
time, to use the fact that Calvin published this humanist work in 
1532 to argue that he was not yet converted is also probably 
reading too much into the work. It was probably intended to make 
his name as a humanist scholar, and in this it failed badly, Calvin 
published it at his own expense, and lost a great deal of money in 
the venture. 
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Conversion 

Thus we are brought to the question of Calvin’s conversion. We 
know that Calvin was converted at some point between the years 
1530 and 1533, but beyond this we have no facts. In the preface to 
his Commentary on the Psalms, he writes: “Since I was too 
obstinately devoted to the superstitions of Popery to be easily 
extricated from so profound an abyss of mire, God by a sudden 
conversion subdued and brought my mind to a teachable frame, 
which was more hardened in such matters than might have been 
expected from one at my early period of life. Having thus received 
some taste and knowledge of true godliness I was immediately 
inflamed with so intense a desire to make progress therein, that 
although I did not altogether leave off other studies, I yet pursued 
them with less ardour.” (Calvin, Introduction to the Psalms) 
 
This fragment of autobiography is all that we have from Calvin on 
the subject, and all subsequent historians have had to work with 
this and some circumstantial evidence. Like all the Reformers, 
Calvin at first sought to reform the Roman church from within, 
and he associated with a group in Paris who were dedicated to this 
same goal. In the 1530s it was not yet obvious, at least in France, 
that the Church of Rome was opposed to all attempts at doctrinal 
reform. The French Church had a long history of asserting its own 
rights in the face of the Papacy, so there was real hope that the 
French Church would accept the Reformation. 
 
One of Calvin’s humanist friends in Paris was Nicholas Cop, a son 
of the Royal Physician and another Reformation sympathiser; in 
1533 Cop was appointed Rector of the University, a post that 
required him to give an inaugural address to the University on All 
Saints’ Day. In his address Cop promoted the teachings of the 
Reformation, to the horror of the older Roman Catholic scholars. 
He and his associates were forced to flee Paris in fear of their 
lives.5 While it has been claimed that Calvin was the true author of 

                                                
5  Henry M. Baird: History of the Rise of the Huguenots (Reprinted 
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this address,6 the exact extent of Calvin’s input is not known, and 
probably never will be, but it is certainly likely that Calvin at least 
acted as an advisor to Cop; otherwise there was no reason for him 
to flee Paris.7 From that point on, Calvin was a known Protestant, 
and Paris was no longer safe for him. 
 
In 1534 Calvin returned to Noyon to resign his posts in the Roman 
Church.8  In the normal order of things he would have proceeded 
to the priesthood, but due to his father‘s arguments with the 
Chapter, which had been so bad that Gerard Cauvin died 
excommunicated,9 and now his conversion, Calvin was never 
ordained in the Roman Catholic Church. In refusing Roman 
ordination he finally broke with the Church of Rome, evidencing 
further that he had thrown in his lot with the despised people of 
Christ. 
 

Forced into exile, Calvin fled for refuge to the home of a friend, 
Louis de Tillet. It was there that he most probably began writing 
what would eventually be published as his Institutes of the 

Christian Religion, taking advantage of de Tillet’s large library. 

                                                                                                         
Stoke-on-Trent, 2007) Vol. 1. Pp. 153-4. Baird records that the 

authorities put a price on Cop’s head for what he had done. Cop 

later came to Geneva. 

6  For example by Baird, P. 154, A.A. Tilley in The Cambridge 

Modern History (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1934), 

and more recently in Parker, Pp. 35-6 

7  Robert Reymond: John Calvin: His Life and Influence (Fearn, 

Christian Focus, 2004) P. 41 

8  T.H.L. Parker, John Calvin (Tring, Lion Publishing, 1982)  P. 37 

9  Parker, Calvin P. 28 
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He did however return to Paris once more. A Spanish student 
called Miguel Servetus had been expressing doubts on the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and Calvin agreed to travel to Paris to meet with 
him. At the risk of his life, Calvin travelled to Paris. Yet Servetus 
did not appear, and Calvin left without speaking to him. 
 
Away from Calvin’s quiet seclusion, events were moving rapidly 
in France. October 1534 saw ‘the Affair of the Placards’, when 
Paris was plastered with placards denouncing the Mass, one even 
in the Royal bedchamber. As a result of the backlash, France was 
no longer safe for Protestants, and so Calvin and many others fled. 
By January of 1535, Calvin was safely in the Protestant city of 
Basel. It was there, in the spring of 1536, that the first edition of 
the Institutes was published.  
 
The Institutes 

The appearance of the original edition of the Institutes of the 

Christian Religion marks an epoch in the history of the French 
Reformation. Before this point the French Reformation had its 
martyrs and its practical reformers, but in Calvin it found its 
theologian. The original edition of the Institutes was a brief 
exposition of the faith built on the plan of the Apostles’ Creed. Yet 
it was essentially complete in its form. 
 
The function of the Institutes was twofold. Firstly, it was intended 
as a defence of the Reformation, addressed to the King of France 
to acquaint him with the doctrines taught by the Reformers, and 
going out to the German and Swiss Reformers to counter-act the 
claims that the French Reformers were mere revolutionary 
fanatics. Secondly, it was intended for the instruction of the 
Reformed themselves, a systematic presentation of the Bible’s 
teaching. The Institutes was the first modern systematic theology 
in this sense. Melanchthon’s Loci Communes was too brief to be 
called that, something Melanchthon agreed with. He always called 
Calvin ‘The Theologian’. 
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This short work grew through subsequent editions to the bulky 
systematic theology that we know today. The final form of the 
book is the edition of 1559, so this year is also the 450th 
anniversary of the final edition of Calvin’s Institutes. Hugh 
Reyburn, writing in 1914, called the Institutes "one of the greatest 
books on theology ever written"10, and this witness is true. Despite 
all that has been said against Calvin’s Institutes, it continues in 
print, and has never been shown to be anything less than Calvin 
claimed, a systematic presentation of what the Bible teaches. 
Calvin was steeped in the Bible; he knew it intimately. Every one 
of his writings positively drips Bible!  
 
Seeking a safe refuge, Calvin travelled to Ferrara, in northern Italy, 
though his stay there proved brief. Forced to return to France 
again, in order to settle some family affairs, he intended to travel 
to Strasbourg, where he wanted to live as a scholar, producing 
books to help the Reformation. Owing to a war that was then being 
fought between the Holy Roman Emperor and the King of France, 
Calvin was forced to take a long way around. This route led 
through Geneva, a city to which Calvin had had no intention of 
going. 
 
First Period in Geneva 

Geneva was an independent city-state. It had been ruled by its 
bishops, who had become corrupt, and attempted to subvert the 
political independence of the city. A political revolution had 
removed the bishop and left the city a republic. At the same time 
the city had embraced the Reformation under the preaching of 
William Farel, a fiery Frenchman who earned the nickname of 
‘The Elijah of the Alps’. A great deal of disorder remained in the 
city, much to Farel’s distress; and hearing that the young author of 
the Institutes was staying in Geneva, Farel hurried to Calvin’s inn 
and urged him to stay in Geneva to help in the Reformation. 
Calvin, who described himself as a diffident scholar and lover of 

                                                
10 Hugh Y. Reyburn John Calvin (London, Hodder and Stoughton, 
1914) P. 38 
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peace and tranquility, sensing that there would be little of either in 
Geneva, refused the invitation. Farel rose up to his full height and 
spoke to Calvin with all the passion of an Old Testament prophet: 
"I speak to you in the Name of Almighty God. You make the 
excuse of your studies. But if you refuse to give yourself to this 
work of the Lord, God will curse you, for you are seeking yourself 
rather than Christ."11 This "dreadful imprecation" Calvin himself 
said was the reason why he stayed in Geneva. 
 
Calvin’s first post in Geneva was that of ‘Lecturer in Holy 
Scripture’, but soon he was admitted as one of the city ministers. 
Despite the nonsense spoken by some of the sillier critics of 
Calvin, he was never a dictator in Geneva; he was, like the other 
Reformers, only seeking to do what he saw the Word of God 
commanded. The rebellious city saw things differently, and Calvin 
and Farel’s attempts to protect the Lord’s Table from wicked men 
who demanded a right to eat there led to their expulsion from the 
city in 1538. From a human perspective it seemed that Calvin’s 
relationship with Geneva was at an end, and he travelled to 
Strasbourg, where he became the pastor of a church of French 
refugees. In Strasbourg he was freed from the need to struggle 
with hostile government officials, and he devoted his time to 
teaching the Bible, revising the Institutes, and preparing 
commentaries. 
 
The Commentaries 
Calvin was, to use a phrase that was applied to Campbell Morgan, 
’a man of the Word’. He preached systematic expository sermons 
through books of the Bible, a practice that has rightly been upheld 
in the Reformed Churches. He was an expositor first and foremost, 
concerned to understand the intended meaning of the Biblical text 
and apply that meaning to his congregation. As a commentator he 
applied the methods he had learned as a humanist to the Biblical 
books, writing the first modern exegetical commentaries.  Calvin’s 
work as a commentator cannot be over-rated. Let me read a few 
quotations from past writers:  

                                                
11  R. N. Carew Hunt, Calvin (The Centenary Press, 1933) P. 55 
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Spurgeon wrote:  “Of all commentators I believe John Calvin to be 
the most candid... He was no trimmer and pruner of texts. He gave 
their meaning as far as he knew it. His honest intention was to 
translate the Hebrew and the Greek originals as accurately as he 
possibly could, and then to give the meaning which would 
naturally be conveyed by such Greek and Hebrew words: he 
laboured, in fact, to declare, not his own mind on the Spirit’s 
words, but the mind of the Spirit as couched in those words.”12  
 
"After the Holy Scriptures, I exhort the students to read the 
commentaries of Calvin, for I tell them that he is incomparable in 
the interpretation of Scripture, and that his commentaries ought to 
be held in greater estimation than all that is delivered to us in the 
writings of the ancient Christian Fathers, so that in a certain 
eminent spirit of prophecy, I give the pre-eminence to him beyond 
most others, indeed beyond them all.”- Jacobus Arminius13 
“He is the sanest of commentators, the most skilled of exegetes, 
the most reasonable of critics. He knows how to use an age to 
interpret a man, a man to interpret an age. His exegesis is never 
forced or fantastic; he is less rash and subjective in his judgements 
than Luther; more reverent to Scripture, more faithful to history, 
more modern in spirit. His work on the Psalms has much to make 
our most advanced scholars ashamed of the small progress we 
have made either in method or in conclusions. And his work is 
inspired by a noble belief; the thought that the one way to realise 
Christianity was by knowing the mind of Christ; that this mind was 
expressed in the Scriptures; and that to make them living and 
credible was to make indefinitely more possible its incorporation 
in the thoughts and institutions of man. It is by his service to this 
cause that Calvin must be ultimately judged.” - A.M. Fairbairn14 
 
 

                                                
12  Commenting and Commentaries (London, Passmore and 
Alabaster, 1885) P. 4 
13 Quoted in Smyth: Calvin and his Enemies (Ages Digital Library) P. 15 
14 The Cambridge Modern History Vol. 2 P. 376 
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Fairbairn is quite right in all he says here. Calvin is the first 
modern Biblical commentator and the only Reformation 
commentator in widespread use today. Over his lifetime he wrote 
commentaries on all of the New Testament except for 2 and 3 John 
and the Revelation, and many books of the Old Testament. Calvin 
was a pastor who produced his commentaries for other pastors, 
which is probably why they are so helpful. When I was at 
seminary practically every reading list in the New Testament class 
had ‘of course, Calvin’ on it!  
 
Marriage 

It was also in Strasbourg that Calvin married. His approach to 
marriage was rather more pragmatic than that of the stereotypical 
French lover, as illustrated in a letter he wrote to Farel on 19th May 
1539, “I am none of those insane lovers who embrace also the 
vices of those they are in love with, where they are smitten at first 
sight with a fine figure. This only is the beauty which allures me, if 
she is chaste, if not too nice or fastidious, if economical, if patient, 
if there is hope that she will be interested about my health.”15 He 
suffered from ill-health all his life, so the last requirement was 
extremely important. Calvin was a man who attracted friends and 
kept them, and now some of those friends suggested various 
women to Calvin as possible brides, most of whom were totally 
unsuitable – one could not even speak French! In the end Calvin 
found a wife for himself, marrying Idelette de Bure, a widow from 
his own congregation. Although Calvin’s own children died in 
infancy, Idelette had children from her first marriage, and Calvin 
looked after them. Calvin’s home housed an extended family 
including his brother Antoine and his wife and children, and 
students who boarded with them. By all accounts Calvin’s was a 
devoted marriage, and when his wife died in 1549 he was 
desolated, writing in one of his letters: “Mine is no common grief.” 
He had mourned over the deaths of his children, and buried his 
wife. No wonder the later portraits of him look so worn! 

                                                
15 Calvin, Tracts and Letters (Edinburgh, Banner of Truth, 2009) 
Vol. 4 P. 141 
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Back to Geneva 

After Calvin and Farel had left Geneva, conditions in the city had 
deteriorated. Freedom had degenerated into license, and order 
threatened to break down. Into this situation came a letter from 
Cardinal Sadoleto, seeking to persuade the city to return to the fold 
of the Papacy. The Cardinal was one of the most learned and 
reasonable members of the Papal Curia of the day, and his letter 
was brilliantly argued. The only man who could reply to it was 
Calvin, whose Biblical reasoning shattered the plausible arguments 
of the cardinal, and exposed the fallacies of his arguments for the 
papacy. 
 
The party who had expelled Calvin from Geneva had fallen from 
power, and the Reply to Sadoleto crystallised the growing feeling 
that only Calvin could keep the Genevan reformation from 
degenerating into excess. A formal invitation was extended to him 
to return as pastor of the Church of St. Pierre. The very thought 
horrified Calvin:  “When I call to mind the wretchedness in which 
my life was spent there, my very soul shudders when a proposal is 
made for my return. I know from experience that if I would live to 
Christ this world must be to me a scene of trouble and vexation, 
but when I call to mind the torture which racked me, pardon me if 
I dread the place being fatal to me.”16  
 
Once again, Farel was called upon to call down God’s wrath on 
Calvin if he did not give up his ease for the good of the city of 
Geneva, and once again Calvin felt forced to consent. He returned 
to Geneva on September 13th 1541. Entering the pulpit of St. 
Pierre, the old cathedral, he opened the Bible and took up the 
exposition where he had left off. There were no recriminations, no 
show of triumph, just the resumption of an interrupted ministry. 
Calvin would remain pastor in Geneva for the rest of his life. 
 
 
 

                                                
16  Reymond, P. 105 
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Controversy 

Although he had returned to Geneva at the invitation of the city 
council, Calvin was too wise to think that this meant life would be 
easy. The government might be in his favour now; that did not 
mean elections might put his opponents in power. There were 
those in the city who liked freedom from the papacy, and were in 
favour of the Reformation in principle, who disliked it when it 
touched on their own sins. With persecution raging in France and 
Italy, Geneva became a place of refuge for those fleeing the 
persecutions. Refugees brought their own problems. There were 
many among the Genevans who disliked this flood of foreigners, 
many destitute and in need of all sorts of aid, coming to their city. 
Although Calvin set up a fund to help those refugees who were 
really in need, still ill-feeling against the refugees remained high in 
the city for many years. A party that became known as the 
‘Libertines’ grew up. The leaders of this party, who had at first 
supported Calvin, opposed both his moral reforms and the relative 
independence of the church. They also used distrust of the refugees 
to their advantage. 
 
Though most of the refugees who came to Geneva were genuine, 
humble Protestants, there were a few men who came with novel 
and unbiblical opinions and sought to spread them among the 
populace. In these cases Calvin himself debated and refuted the 
false teachers. Most of these men were banished from the city, 
with one notorious exception - the Spanish Unitarian, Michael 
Servetus. 
 
Servetus 

Time and again opponents of the doctrine taught by Calvin throw 
up the case of Servetus as if it proved Calvin was an evil man. Yet 
the facts are far more complicated.17  

                                                
17  “A single event, distorted, misrepresented, and in all its 
circumstances imputed to his single agency, although 
consummated by the civil authorities of the republic, and although 
in accordance with the established sentiments of the age, has been 
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Michael Servetus was a contemporary of Calvin. While the two 
men probably never met in Paris, they had communicated by letter, 
and Calvin had tried to debate Servetus in Paris on that occasion 
when Servetus had not appeared to defend his opinions. Born in 
1511, a native of Aragon in Spain, Servetus was, by any account, a 
brilliant man, a true Renaissance humanist.  Like Calvin, he was 
intended for the legal profession, but his great interest was 
theology. Unlike Calvin, however, Servetus would not submit 
himself to the Scriptures. He insisted that the Scriptures be subject 
to his human reason, and because of this he rejected several 
Biblical doctrines, most seriously the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 
The historian Carew Hunt described him as a man “with an 
unhappy mania for confounding theology with metaphysics.”18 
Spain was not a safe place to indulge in theological speculation, 
especially if one denied the Trinity - the Spanish Inquisition has 
passed into a proverb - and he found it safer to move to France, 
where there was no proper Inquisition. He enrolled as a student of 
medicine in the University. 
 
Servetus’ theology was Pantheistic in nature. The modern 
Unitarians claim him as one of their fathers - and they are quite 
welcome to him as far as I am concerned! In 1531 he anonymously 
published a book entitled Concerning the Errors of the Trinity. 
This book was the reason why Calvin agreed to debate Servetus in 
1533. Calvin wanted to reclaim Servetus, but sadly it turned out 
that the Spanish physician was too determined in his opposition to 
the doctrine of the Trinity. Yet he was hardly the stuff martyrs are 
made of, for he studied in Paris under a false name, and he took up 
the post of physician to the Bishop of Vienne under the same false 
name of Villeneuve. 
 

                                                                                                         
made to colour his whole life, to portray his habitual conduct, and 
to cover with infamy the man and his cause.” Calvin and his 

Enemies P. 7 
18  P. 47 
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It was from Vienne that Servetus wrote to Calvin again, and a 
secret correspondence began. Like many heretics who post on 
Internet discussion boards today, Servetus began by claiming that 
he wanted to ask some questions. Calvin pointed him to the 
discussion in the Institutes. In reply, Servetus sent back a copy of 
the Institutes with what can only be described as ‘nastigrams’ in 
the margin, in which he roundly abused Calvin. When Servetus 
published his last theological work, the Restitutio Christiasmus, 
(‘Restitution of Christianity‘) a direct challenge in title to the 
Institutio of Calvin, he sent a copy to Calvin, who was not 
impressed. For Calvin the proper place of the theologian was at the 
foot of the cross, a place that Servetus never came. Calvin, writing 
to Farel, wrote that “If he shall come [to Geneva], I shall never 
permit him to depart alive, provided my authority be of any 
avail.”19  While the language sounds harsh, we must remember 
that Calvin wrote as a defender of sound doctrine. Reyburn, a 20th 
century biographer of Calvin noted that: “The feelings which 
animated [Calvin] were practically the same as those which might 
animate the chief of police with regard to a notorious murderer, 
whom it is his duty to track down and bring to justice wherever he 
could find him.”20 

 
Servetus and Calvin were brought into collision for the final time, 
when a French Protestant in Geneva wrote to a Roman Catholic 
relative and in the course of the letter pointed out that the author of 
the Restitutio was the personal physician of a Roman Catholic 
Bishop, while the Reformers would never tolerate such a man. In 
order to support this man’s claims, Calvin was reluctantly forced 
to divulge Servetus’ whereabouts. This was in 1553. Calvin had 
known Servetus’ location and false identity for at least seven 
years, but took no action to denounce him to the authorities until 
he was forced to in order to clear the Reformation from the charge 
of libel. Servetus was arrested, but escaped through a prison 

                                                
19  Letter to Farel, 13 Februrary 1546, Letters of John Calvin 
(Edinburgh, Banner of Truth, 1980) P. 82 
20  Reyburn, P. 175 
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window before his trial. He was burned in effigy along with all the 
copies of the Restitutio that could be found. 
 

Then Servetus did a very strange thing: He came to Geneva. We 
do not know why, whether he was just passing through, or whether 
he intended to challenge Calvin. The facts are these: he was 
recognised, and arrested as a heretic. Heresy was a crime in every 
country in Europe, Protestant or Catholic; the concept of freedom 
of religion, practically speaking, did not exist, it was merely a 
theory held by a few intellectuals and Anabaptists. Servetus 
himself did not believe in it! As Abraham Kuyper has said: “The 
duty of the government to extirpate every form of false religion 
and idolatry was not a find of Calvinism, but dates from 
Constantine the Great, and was the reaction against the horrible 
persecutions which his pagan predecessors on the imperial throne 
had inflicted upon the sect of the Nazarene. Since that day this 
system had been defended by all Romish theologians and applied 
by all Christian princes. In the time of Luther and Calvin, it was a 
universal conviction that that system was the only true one. Every 
famous theologian of the period, Melanchthon first of all, 
approved of the death by fire of Servetus.”21 

 
The Servetus case swiftly became a bizarre climax to the struggle 
between Calvin and the Libertine party, as the Libertines latched 
onto the Spanish Unitarian for their own ends. They used Servetus, 
gave him to believe that he could be acquitted, when that was 
impossible. They tried to humiliate Calvin, who was at first the 
accuser at the trial, and then, when they could prolong the trial no 
more, they threw Servetus to the flames. The cruelty of the 
sentence horrified Calvin, who tried to get it commuted to 
decapitation. He failed, and Servetus was burned to death on 
October 27th 1553. The very morning of Servetus’ execution, 
Calvin was with him, trying to persuade him to repent of his 
errors. To Calvin the death of Servetus was not personal revenge, 

                                                
21  Lectures on Calvinism (Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1931) P. 100 
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it was upholding the law of God. Like the execution of a murderer, 
it was a sad necessity. We frankly admit that Calvin was wrong to 
approve of capital punishment for heresy, but it was an error he 
shared with the whole of Europe. He cannot be blamed as if the 
execution was the result of Calvinism. 
 
The actions of the Libertine party in the Servetus case exposed 
them for the cynical manipulators they were, and the populace of 
Geneva were disgusted by what they saw. The next elections swept 
them from power. Disappointed, the leaders and their chief 
followers drowned their sorrows in drink. As the wine flowed, 
speeches were made against the foreigners who had come in and 
‘ruined’ their city. The speeches became more impassioned, the 
people more inflamed with a xenophobic rage, until the drunken 
Libertines spilled out into the dark streets of the city waving the 
swords that gentlemen of that period wore and yelling ‘death to the 
French!’ The city Watch came to arrest them, and a drunken riot 
ensued. In the course of events Ami Perrin, one of the senior 
Libertine leaders, attempted to snatch the baton of office from one 
of the chief magistrates. This turned the riot into an attempted 
coup, and the full force of the law was brought against the 
Libertines. Those leaders who were not able to escape from the 
city were put to death for treason. 
 
Calvin’s enemies had destroyed themselves, and from that point on 
the rest of his life was spent in relative peace. He used the 
remainder of his time to consolidate the Reformation. He founded 
an Academy that was eventually to become the university of 
Geneva, and in which he lectured. The best teachers in Protestant 
Europe were brought to Geneva. John Knox wrote of the city: 
“Geneva seemeth to me to be the wonderful miracle of the whole 
world: so many from all countries come thither, as it were into a 
sanctuary, not to father riches, but to live in poverty… is it not 
wonderful that Spaniards, Italians, Scots, Englishmen, Frenchmen, 
Germans, disagreeing in manners, speech and apparel, sheep and 
wolves, bulls and bears, being coupled with the only yoke of 
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Christ, should live so lovingly and friendly?”22 
 
Last Days and Death 

John Calvin was never a well man. Dr. Charles Cooke, a medical 
doctor, has written an essay on Calvin’s diseases in which he has 
concluded that the Reformer suffered from migraines, gout, 
pulmonary Tuberculosis, kidney stones, haemorrhoids, internal 
parasites and irritable bowel syndrome, among other illnesses. Yet 
he kept up a punishing schedule, preaching on average every other 
day, in addition to his pastoral work, his writing, his 
correspondence and his lecturing at the Academy. It is therefore 
not surprising to find that he died in 1564, six weeks from his 
fifty-fifth birthday, worn out by a life of hard work, and worn 
down by sickness and sorrow. He was buried in an unmarked 
grave in Geneva. 
 
The Centre Point of His Theology 

Today Calvin’s name is given to a certain theology. Let it be said 
once and for all that those of us who answer to the name 
‘Calvinist’ do not do so because we put Calvin above the Bible, 
but because we think Calvin understood the Bible correctly, and 
taught it rightly. The centre point of Calvin’s theology is the 
sovereignty of God, that God is over all, and all that happens is 
under His control. The controlling principle is that God has spoken 
in the Bible, and that He has communicated to us in the Bible what 
He wants us to know about Himself. Thus ‘Soli Deo Gloria’ is the 
central affirmation of Calvinism. 
 
Conclusion 

 Born five hundred years ago, John Calvin still casts a long 
shadow over the Christian world, because he was a man who lived 
close to God, and searched the Scriptures. His teaching is simply 
an attempt to let the Bible speak for itself. His life was dedicated 
to God, and it is this fact that makes him a man worthy of our 

                                                
22  Quoted in Elizabeth Whitley: Plain Mr. Knox (Edinburgh, The 
Scottish Reformation Society, 1972), P. 93 
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study and admiration, whether we agree with all that he taught or 
not. Let me leave the last word to R. N. Carew Hunt, from the 
conclusion to his 1933 biography of Calvin: "At this point what we 
may think of his doctrine or his system becomes of no importance. 
We are left in the presence of a man who followed what he 
believed to be the truth, and consecrated his life to its attainment, 
and for this he will be had in honour as long as courage and 
singleness of purpose are held as virtues among men."23 
 
 

………………………………….. 
 

Notice 

 

The annual meeting of the S.G.U. in Orange Street Chapel, 

London (by permission) will be on Friday 16
th

 October at 6.30 

p.m. (the Lord willing) when Mr Neil Pfeiffer, of Swansea, is 

expected to preach. The chapel is situated immediately behind 

the National Gallery. All are welcome.                           
……………………………… 

 
S.G.U. Pamphlets: Free to Subscribers (A5 s.a.e. £1 postage) 

 

Was the Reformation Necessary? – Graham Bidston 
An Age of Lawlessness – James Ormiston 

The Centrality of the Cross – Samuel Champion 
Shall Everyone Be Saved? – John Brentnall 

The Pardon of Sin – Archibald Cook 
Justification – James Battersby 

Christ the Only Mediator – John Flavel 
God’s Purpose of Grace – William S Plumer 
An Accomplished Redemption – W J Grier 

 

                                                
23  R.N. Carew Hunt, Calvin (London, the Centenary Press, 1933) 
P. 316 
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Letter to the Prime Minister 
 
The following letter was sent to Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown: 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
       I have been instructed to write to you by 
the Committee of the Sovereign Grace Union in connection with 
the proposed papal visit to the United Kingdom.  
The Committee respectfully urges you to refuse the pope 
admission to this country on the following grounds: 

1. The pope says that priests should not marry.  
Yet Peter, whom Roman Catholics claim to have been the first 
pope, was married. (Matthew 8:14; 1 Corinthians 9:5; John 1:42) 

2. The pope says that the Virgin Mary is mediatrix between 
God and men. 

But the apostles Peter (Acts 4:12) and Paul (1 Timothy 2:5) say 
that Jesus Christ is the only Mediator. 

3. The pope says that in the Mass Christ is re-offered as a 
sacrifice for sins. 

But the writer to the Hebrews says that the Lord Jesus Christ 
“offered one sacrifice for sins for ever.” (Hebrews 10:12) 

4. The pope says that, when blessed by a priest, the 
communion bread and wine become the actual body and 
blood of Christ. 

But Jesus Himself says, after blessing the bread and giving thanks 
for the wine: “I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine” 
(Matthew 26:19), while Paul says (1 Corinthians 10:17): “we are 
all partakers of that one bread,” and (1 Corinthians 11:26): “as 
often as ye eat this bread.” 

5. The pope says, in relation to the Eucharist: “Bring, offer.” 
But our Lord says: “Take, eat.” 

6. The pope says that, in Christ’s physical absence, he is His 
vicar on earth. 

But the Lord Jesus Christ says: “It is expedient that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
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depart, I will send Him unto you . . . when He, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, He will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:5,7,13) 

7. The bloodless Glorious Revolution of 1688 put an end to 
such things as Mary Tudor’s burning of 288 Protestants, 
merely for denying the Mass and Transubstantiation; the 
papal excommunication of Queen Elizabeth I (granting 
permission to her Roman Catholic subjects to murder her 
and any member of her government); the Gunpowder Plot; 
and subsequent attempts to restore Popery as the national 
religion. 

The papal presence here is calculated to keep alive Cardinal 
Manning’s claim that England in particular is “the dowry of 
Mary,” and incite Roman Catholics to continue their efforts 
towards ‘Catholic Supremacy.’ 
    With sincere respects, 
     On behalf of the SGU Committee, 
     John M. Brentnall 
 
The reply we received is as follows: 
 
Dear Mr Brentnall, 
         I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister to 
acknowledge your recent letter. The views you express have been 
carefully noted. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mr S Caine 

 
…………………………………. 

 
Special Notice 

 

In keeping with the stated aims of the Sovereign Grace Union, the 
Committee has agreed to allocate books setting forth the doctrines 
of grace to students who are being called to minister to the 
churches. Anyone wishing to benefit by this grant of books should 
apply in writing or e-mail to the Treasurer, whose name and 
address may be found inside the front cover of Peace and Truth. 
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Sown Among Thorns 

 
Introduction 

In our Lord’s Parable of the Sower, some seeds of the Word fall 
among thorns. (Luke 8.14) That is: “the hearts of many hearers of 
the Word are like thorny ground. The seed of the Word, when 
sown upon them, is choked by the multitude of other things by 
which their affections are occupied . . . they allow the things of 
earth to get such hold upon their minds that they leave no room for 
the Word of God to do its work . . . however many sermons they 
hear, they seem nothing bettered by them. A weekly process of 
truth stifling goes on within.” (J.C. Ryle) These thorns are worldly 
cares, riches and the pleasures of this life. 
 
Worldly Cares 

Worldly cares are thorns. Whenever we are anxious and troubled 
about many things, we are producing thorns that will choke the 
Word and so rob it of its fruitfulness. Some of these cares – 
concern for loved ones or fear of future ill health or unemployment 
or even death – are very real. Others are imaginary. Both are 
vexatious. This is because our spirits are not subdued and yielded 
to the will of God. We murmur and rebel rather than submit, and 
what the LORD designs for our sanctification becomes a heavy 
yoke we are reluctant to bear. Yet we all know that we have no 
power over our circumstances, and that our times are in His hand. 
Circumstances arise which are unforeseen by us; even when 
foreseen they cannot be prevented. “There are many devices in a 
man’s heart; nevertheless, the counsel of the LORD, that shall 
stand.” (Proverbs 19.21)  
 
How free of worldly cares we would be were we to trust in the 
LORD with all our heart, and lean not unto our own 
understanding. (Proverbs 3.5) How calm would we be were we to 
cast all our burdens on the LORD, believing that He will sustain us 
(Psalm 55.22), and to take heed how we hear His blessed Word. 
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May we all pray that the LORD would not allow us to give way to 
the thorns of worldly cares while His faithful servants are sowing 
the good seed of Gospel truth. How much useless conversation 
may be heard after public worship when the minister has preached 
his heart out for his hearers’ eternal benefit. 
 
Riches 

Riches are thorns. Yet what can they do for a poor sinner? They 
cannot produce happiness, or guarantee usefulness in the kingdom 
of God, or prevent death. How much less can they procure spiritual 
blessings, such as pardon of sin, peace with God, purity of heart 
and a good hope though grace? Yet riches are coveted even by 
professing Christians. They have a little, and they want much. 
They have much, and they want even more. They have never 
learned, with the apostle Paul, to be content. They have never 
taken to heart that it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
Neither is Satan, the god of this world, far away from our hearts. 
“All these things will I give thee,” he promises, “if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.” (Matthew 4.9)  
 
The Word of our God, who cares for us far more than we care for 
ourselves, warns us against such snares: “But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all [kinds of] evil: which while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6.9-10) 
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 
(Luke 12.15) “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and 
be content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13.5) 
 
Unless we prevent the love of riches springing up like thorns in 
our hearts, they will spring up of themselves, without any 
cultivation from us; and twining themselves around our affections, 
they will choke the Word. 
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May the LORD in His mercy, when so many people today are 
prepared to sacrifice their eternal salvation for the prospect of 
some passing worldly good, give us grace to covet earnestly the 
best gifts, even the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 
Worldly Pleasures 

Worldly pleasures are thorns. We all have a natural thirst for 
happiness; but sin makes us seek from this world what can only be 
found in God. This is man’s great tragedy. Having forsaken the 
fountain of living waters, he constantly hews out to himself broken 
cisterns that can hold no water. (Jeremiah 2:13) For a time he 
revels in worldly pleasure, but if he ever wakes up to sober 
reflection, he falls into remorse without repentance, and knows in 
his heart that both he and the world he seeks have nothing.  
 
Everywhere we are surrounded by danger. Even lawful pleasures 
carry their sting. The love of literature, music, art, science, even 
theology, will ensnare us, unless we use them to glorify God and 
further the life of God in our souls. And how our hearts yearn at 
times over the young folk of our generation! How readily they give 
themselves to the most senseless and harmful pleasures! We hear 
of them ‘partying,’ getting drunk, becoming sexually promiscuous, 
dissipating their bodies, and robbing God of His right to their lives. 
 
There are, however, ‘solid joys and lasting pleasures,’ all enjoyed 
by ‘Zion’s children.’ We enjoy the blessing of the LORD, which 
makes rich; a good conscience, washed in the blood of Christ; 
fellowship with serious believers; reading, meditation and prayer; 
giving to the poor and needy; comforting troubled souls; pointing 
the lost to the only Saviour; reproving sin; supporting worthy 
causes; restoring backsliders; and making peace between those at 
variance. Christians do not need the glittering emptiness of 
ballrooms, bingo halls, night clubs, opera houses, and theatres, or 
the excitement of race tracks, sports stadia, circuses and expensive 
holidays. Christ is enough for us. Having Him, we have all. 
                                    [Considerably adapted from Thomas Reade] 
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The Immutability of God’s Counsel 

 (Part Two) 

 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of 

promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath; 

that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God 

to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 

refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.     Hebrews 6.17-18 

 
The Cause: Election; the Effect: Calling 

But do not forget that the calling is not a cause; it is an effect. 
Obedience is the effect of calling, and calling the effect of election. 
Nor is election the fruit of faith, as though God chose us because 
we believe; but faith is the effect of divine grace in the soul, a 
living faith that is as truly discerned by obedience to God’s Word 
as a tree is discerned by the fruit it bears. Furthermore, the Spirit of 
God bears witness with our spirits that we are the children of God; 
and if children then heirs, heirs of God and joint hears with Christ. 
 
The elect when in their natural condition 

You know, my dear friends, that a nobleman’s eldest son is the 
heir of his father’s title and property as soon as he is born; so is the 
eldest son of the king or queen of England. But as long as he is a 
little child he knows nothing about it. Just so is it with the heirs of 
promise when they are born into this world. They know no more 
about their eternal inheritance, about God being their Father, or 
Christ being their Saviour, or the Holy Spirit being their 
Comforter, or about heaven as their home, and eternal glory as 
their portion, than those who never existed. 
 
The elect when born from above by the Holy Spirit 

But when they are born of God’s Spirit, quickened by divine grace, 
and the eyes of their understanding opened, God opens to their 
view such a glorious prospect that they are almost afraid to believe 
it to be true. One says: “O blessed truth that man has told us 
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tonight, but I am afraid it cannot belong to me, for I have been 
living in this world without thinking about God.” Another says: 
“Since I have been called by God’s grace, my heart is so sinful, 
vile and wandering, that I feel as if I ought not to have the Gospel 
preached to me, but the law, the curse, the condemnation.” 
 
But remember, God, who knows your heart, does not so deal with 
you. In what part of His Word does He meet the poor sinner with 
the law, curse and condemnation? Nowhere. If there is a hungry 
soul He says: “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled.” If there is a broken heart 
He says: “I have come to bind up the broken-hearted.” If there is a 
soul that is lost He says: “I am come to seek and to save that which 
is lost.” If there is a soul long prostrate in the mire He says: “I 
have come down from heaven’s glory to raise up your soul, and 
take you up out of the mire, and set your feet upon the rock, to put 
a new song in your mouth, and to establish your goings.”  
 
The Unchangeableness of the Lord’s Love, Grace and Mercy 

In the next place you must notice God’s design towards the heirs 
of promise. It is to show them the immutability of His counsel. 
Now, do you wonder why God should have such a design? I will 
tell you: because every one of you is a mutable creature. Mutable 
signifies changeable; immutable signifies unchangeable. Now 
seeing we are changeable creatures in ourselves, changeable in our 
affections, suspicious of our fellow men, jealousy arises in the 
heart that they might be changeable towards us. Who is there here 
tonight who is not so? I would like to see such a phenomenon. We 
naturally judge others to be like ourselves.  
 
Now, when we have offended our God, we naturally think He is 
angry with us, and has turned His back on us. We know we have 
done those things we ought not to have done, and left undone those 
things we ought to have done. And so we think He has built a great 
wall between Himself and us, and are inclined to say: “Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious? Is His mercy clean gone forever?” or to 
say: “The Lord hath forgotten me, God hath forsaken me.” 
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Therefore He says that He is willing the more abundantly to show 
us the immutability of His counsel, the unchangeableness of His 
scheme, plan, or covenant, which secures to the heirs of promise 
everlasting glory and eternal salvation in His presence, in 
everlasting communion with Him; all this is immutable.  
 
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour 

Now recollect that the pivot upon which all turns is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But what is said of Him? He is “the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13.8) The Greek word is very 
strong: “Jesus Christ, He Himself, yesterday, today, and forever.” 
That is, Jesus Christ is Himself today as He was from all eternity, 
and Jesus Christ is and will be forever what He has been. 
 
Dear friends, just remember this. If you have ever been taught to 
feel the preciousness of Christ’s salvation, ever had the blessed 
understanding and enjoyment in your soul, for however short a 
period, of what the Lord Jesus Christ is to a poor, hungry, broken 
hearted sinner, if you have ever found Jesus as your Friend and 
Saviour, your Prophet, Priest and King, if you have ever 
experienced the blessedness of it in your soul, I pray God you will 
remember this one fact: what the Lord Jesus Christ was to your 
soul at that time, He is now, whether you feel it or not. 
 
If you have ever stood out in the sunshine, on a beautiful Spring 
day, and that day was followed by constant clouds, remember the 
sun is just the same as it was when it shone in all its brightness. So 
too the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, is the same to 
your soul. Unbelief may oppress you with coldness and deadness, 
indifference may raise a barrier between you and Him; but 
whatever comes between Christ and your soul does not alter Him. 
He is the same yesterday, from all eternity past; today, all time 
present; and forever, all time to come. 
 
The Unchangeable Love of God to His Children 

The Lord wishes you to understand the unchangeable nature of the 
Rock upon which you are built, the unchangeable character of that 
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friendship that subsists between your soul and your Redeemer, that 
paternal relationship between your heavenly Father and you. Now 
mark again, it says: “willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel.” More 

abundantly; that is, I wish you to know more than ever you have 
known before the immutability of my counsel. I wish you to know 
it more abundantly because I do not wish you to be blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, nor to be thrown aside by the weakness 
and wavering of your own heart and natural unbelief; but to be 
established in this blessed fact, that I loved you and sent my Son to 
die for you, that Jesus has loved you and died for you, the Just for 
the unjust, to bring you to God. 
 
Jehovah’s Covenant Unfolded 

Now then, my dear friends, we have to notice the wonderful 
method God took to show the heirs of promise the immutability of 
His counsel: confirming it by an oath. Among men, says the 
apostle Paul, “an oath for confirmation is an end of all strife.” In a 
court of justice, before giving evidence, you must be sworn. On 
being put upon his oath, a man swears by the living God, as God 
helps him, that what he asserts is true, that what he promises he 
means to perform, that what he has given his word for he intends 
to accomplish. After the swearing of the oath, there is no room any 
longer for doubt or dispute. 
 
Now God, because He can swear by no greater, swears by 
Himself. Saying: “As I live.” My dear friends, many a time when I 
have been meditating on that portion of God’s Word, I have felt 
humbled to the dust, to think that God should deem it necessary to 
rise up from His eternal throne and swear: “As surely as I live, in 
blessing I will bless thee.” Well then, the living God has sworn 
that as long as He exists, in all the fullness of His power and grace, 
in all the unchangeableness of His nature, character, wisdom and 
love, so long will He bless the penitent, heart-broken sinner. 
 
                                      [To be continued. D.V.] 
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Obituary: Philip George Cordle 

(1917-2009) 
 

I first met Philip Cordle at Enon Baptist Chapel Chatham in late 
1968. I had commenced my pastorate there at the beginning of the 
year and Philip with his wife Joan began to worship with us 
joining the church in January 1972. Over the years Philip became a 
tower of strength in the church and I will refer later to this in more 
detail. 

I am greatly indebted to his eldest son Peter for details of Philip’s 
earlier life and have taken these from Philip’s own record and the 
appreciation given by Peter at the funeral in Coventry on May 21st 
2009.            . 

Philip was born in Chelmondiston near Ipswich May 11th 1917 
into a godly family; his grandfather John being pastor of the Strict 
Baptist Chapel there. It is clear that he had a tender heart and from 
a young age was sensitive to the things of God having a desire to 
be a good boy. His Mother taught him to pray by his bed at night 
and over the years prayer increasingly became a great reality to 
him. He said, “I was a child of many fears, but none of these fears 
seemed to be connected with conviction of my own sin”. 

Philip received a grammar school education and left school with 
good qualifications including a distinction in arithmetic and 
matriculation in algebra and geometry. This opened the door to a 
banking career, which he commenced at the age of sixteen and a 
half at Bury St Edmunds. His conscience was soon tested and on 
one occasion he tapped the manager’s door, “Mr. So and So 
wishes to see you sir”. “Tell him I’m out”. Philip replied, “I cannot 
tell a lie”. The manager grunted and came out to see the customer. 

During these years he laboured under conviction of sin and 
although clearly he found comfort from the Word of God he did 
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not know full assurance of the forgiveness of his sin. He said, “My 
great spiritual problem was I could not look upon any special 
promise applied and I really was in bondage of spirit for a long 
time - I had received no experience such as most Christians had 
whom I knew, and I kept waiting for some extraordinary 
manifestation.” 

Soon after the commencement of war in 1939 Philip was called up 
for military service and joined the Royal Army Pay Corps. From 
the first he was helped to maintain a true Christian witness and 
God graciously provided him with some Christian colleagues and 
friends. It was during this time that the Lord greatly blessed him. 
His son Peter records, “His Christian faith was the focal point of 
his life.  His journey to assurance of personal salvation was not an 
easy one.  A key point came in 1944 when he was 27 and serving 
in the war in India.  He read a book by John Bunyan entitled 
“Come & Welcome to Jesus Christ”, based on the words of Jesus 
Himself: “Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out”.  
Bunyan demolished all the difficulties and arguments in Father’s 
mind, and he lived on the truth of that promise for the rest of his 
life.” 

Philip and Joan were married in September 1943 but within a few 
weeks Philip was called for embarkation and very soon was on his 
way to India. Sadly he was not to see his new young wife for two 
and a half years but God graciously watched over him and gave 
him some good Christian friends. God’s Word was his constant 
companion in these difficult days and prayer his strength and stay. 

After demobilisation Philip rejoined the bank and served at 
Felixstowe and then Ipswich. Here he and Joan attended Zoar 
Chapel where James Smith was the pastor and they were baptised 
by him in December 1948. Philip was asked to take a young 
people’s Bible Class on Sunday afternoons and was eventually 
appointed a deacon and Church treasurer. 
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It was fairly soon after this that Pastor Sydney White of Wattisham 
sought to set up an East Anglian Auxiliary of the Sovereign Grace 
Union. Philip went to the inaugural meeting and although he did 
not take any part within a few days he was asked to become the 
Auxiliary secretary, a position he held until he moved to Kent in 
1959. 

Having resisted promotion in Ipswich for fear that it could cause 
some hindrance in his Christian witness he was moved to 
Sittingbourne Kent Branch as Accountant and deputy to the 
Manager. There was no Strict Baptist Chapel in Sittingbourne and 
so Philip and his family attended the local Baptist Church and 
eventually the Evangelical Free Church at Wigmore Rainham 
where Andrew Anderson was the pastor. 

The Kent Auxiliary of the Sovereign Grace Union was formed in 
1966 and the writer was asked to become the first secretary. They 
were excellent days for our Auxiliary and many people were 
blessed as, being interdenominational, we were able to engage 
preachers from a broader background who were faithful to the 
Doctrines of Grace. Philip was willing to take over as secretary 
from me in the early seventies and eventually became treasurer as 
well. Indeed the Kent Auxiliary owes a real debt of gratitude to the 
Lord for Philip and his loyal service during those years before he 
left Kent. More importantly he became a member of the National 
committee and the National treasurer a position he held until 1999. 
He was a very diligent worker for the SGU and many will 
remember his earnest exhortations and sympathetic 
encouragement. 

Philip and Joan joined us in worship at Enon Chatham soon after 
my pastorate began in 1968 and hence my personal friendship with 
them began. To a small struggling church it was a real joy to 
welcome them and we quickly realised that not only were they 
godly people but gifted in serving the Lord. They became very 
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regular and loyal in their attendance both on the Lord’s Day and at 
the weeknight services. 

They became members of the Church at Enon Chatham in January 
1972 and became very much involved in the life of the church. 
Philip was appointed as a deacon and brought valuable knowledge 
and experience to the deaconate, something which I greatly 
appreciated and valued at that time in my relative inexperience. 
While writing this article I am reminded of the grace that Philip 
showed, with his considerable experience, in accepting a relative 
novice like me as his pastor. 

In the mid seventies I gave a paper on Eldership and the church 
agreed that this was the biblical form of church government. Philip 
was appointed our first elder in January 1977 and continued in that 
office until he and Joan moved to Coventry in early 2002.   

It proved to be a great blessing to have Philip working alongside 
me as an elder. We sought to share all church related things 
together, both the joys and the sorrows and his godly, perceptive 
advice was a real help and blessing. We endeavoured to meet 
together every Wednesday morning for discussion and visited in 
the afternoon, thus visiting together as much as possible both the 
members and in outreach wherever we found an opening.  

We could talk over problems of various kinds quite freely and 
decide on the best course of action. We did not always agree 
immediately but in prayer and discussion found a way forward. 
Philip was always loyal to me as his pastor although he was my 
senior in age and experience. He would stand by me when 
difficulties arose and especially when matters of discipline had to 
be dealt with.  

There is no doubt that Philip’s godly life and example was a great 
blessing to the church and the congregation. He with Joan joined 
very willingly in every aspect of the work from outreach to 
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gardening and holiday bible clubs to leading a prayer meeting. 
When something practical needed doing he would say: “this is not 
really the pastor’s job Leslie” and would then join in and help me 
do it. 

Consequently when the Lord made it clear that Philip and Joan 
should move to Coventry to be nearer their family everyone was 
very sad, although understanding that it was the Lord’s will. 

Philip loved God’s Word and believed it absolutely. He sought to 
live his life according to its teaching and rejoiced in God’s 
amazing grace. The sovereignty of God in all things was to him a 
delightful theme and his work for the Sovereign Grace Union both 
in Kent and nationally will be long remembered. We worked 
together on these committees and spent many happy journeys 
together to various meetings.  

He was a man of prayer and it was good to hear him pray. He 
longed for the salvation of the lost and pleaded for the souls of 
some whom we pray will still be brought to hear the Shepherd’s 
voice. 

We have lost a dear friend and brother who set a fine example for 
us to follow but we rejoice to know that he is now with his blessed 
Lord whom he greatly loved and served so well. Hebrews says: 
“whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever”. May God 
help us so to do. 

………………………………… 
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Annual General Meeting 
 
In the goodness of the Lord, the Annual General Meeting of the 
Sovereign Grace Union took place on Saturday 16th May at 
Ebenezer Strict Baptist Chapel, Chelmsford. The Chairman 
welcomed all present. The present committee members were re-
elected. The Secretary expressed his sense of privilege in serving 
the Union. During the year, he reported, there had been 20 new 
subscribers to Peace and Truth and 12 deletions. The son of the 
late W. J. Grier requested copies of his father’s booklet ‘An 
Accomplished Redemption’ to give out at a conference, and a 
member requested copies of articles by Henry Atherton, a founder 
member of S.G.U. The Treasurer delivered his Report, copies of 
which were distributed to those present. He expressed thanks to 
God for the healthy financial state of the Union. In the Editor’s 
absence, his Report was read. The Chairman thanked the office 
bearers for their work. The preacher for the day was Pastor John 
Saunders, of Chichester. His theme for the afternoon was The 
Sovereignty of God (Daniel 4.34-35) and for the evening The 
Grace of God (John 1.17). The Chairman expressed thanks for the 
use of the chapel and to the ladies for the refreshments. 
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Sovereign Grace Union 

Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st December 2008 
 

 Income Expenditure 
  2008 2007  2008 2007 

 

   £  £   £  £ 

Subscriptions   1,606  1,346 Peace & Truth magazine               3,404            2,680 

Donations   1,026  1,533 Secretary’s remuneration        1,014               978 

Tax recovered   198  314 Editor’s remuneration                          2,028           1,956 

Advertising    90  90 Travel expenses                               402            191 

Literature sales   98  58 Speaker’s fees            140              130  

Auxiliaries   725  465 Premises                  145        145 

Offerings   208  330 Advertising/Website       208   20        

CAF Income Fund distribution  3,203  3,764 Printing/Stationery                                 275     59 

Bank interest:      Postage/Telephone            52       49 

 Cafgold  412    378 Books                                               52                         

 Cafcash          59    59  

            471    

        Sub-total               6,208 

Sub-total                                                                7,625   

         

Excess Expenditure/Income    95               2,129 

 

    _____           _____             _____          _____ 

  

Totals                       £7,720       £8,337                                                     £7,720       £8,337 
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Sovereign Grace Union 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2008 
 

   2008 2007 
 

Current Assets      £    £ 

 

Bank accounts: 

 Cafgold     8,941   8,528 

 Cafcash     1,525   1,466 

 Barclays     2,454   2,843 

    12,920 12,837 

 

*CAF Income Fund at cost   75,000 75,000 

 

Total Current Assets   87,920 87,837 

 

Current Liabilities 

 
Subscriptions for 2009 paid in advance          433                  255 

 

Net Total Assets                                          £87,487        £87,582   

 
General Fund                      £               £ 

 
Opening balance at 1

st
 January  87,582 85,453 

 

Excess expenditure/income          -95              2,129 

 

Total Funds                   £87,487        £87,582 

 
      
*CAF Income Fund valuation at 31

st
 December 2008 was £72,124 

 

We certify that the Balance Sheet and the annexed Income and Expenditure Account have 

been prepared from the books and vouchers of the Sovereign Grace Union and have been 

audited and found correct. 

 

K J Appleton (Hon. Treasurer)                                   S. J. Wiffen (Hon. Auditor) 
  

 

 

 

 

May 2009 
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An Appreciative Letter 

 
Dear Mr Brentnall, 
         As I have for some time now been reading 
Peace and Truth magazine, I thought it time to thank you for your 
publication. 
 
The current issue containing the life of Beza was most acceptable 
as being one of my favourite authorities on Scripture. You see, sir, 
such writings of Calvin, Beza and Owen are very precious to such 
as I. This is because I have very little meaningful fellowship. 
Many other elderly Christians are in the same condition (I am 
nearing my 80th year) and much of what passes for religion these 
days is nothing short of froth and bubble. Oh may our Beloved 
Heavenly Father forgive our Nation for its awesome corruption 
and depravity and its Christ-despising Government. But we know 
that the will of GOD is in all these things concerning our present 
situation and may HE be praised in CHRIST JESUS’ Name by all 
who love His appearing (Nehemiah 9.33-37 comes to mind). 
 
But I digress: the main reason for this note is to thank you for the 
article on Creation Spirituality on page 31. It was new to me and 
surely illustrates man’s utter wickedness and vileness. What 
blasphemy, what deceit, what lies!!! How careful we must be to 
bind our hearts to our beloved JESUS and His lovely Bible. 
 
Forgive my long-winded writings and receive my thanks to you 
and all concerned in producing a God-honouring magazine such as 
Peace and Truth. Also I ask [you] to hold in remembrance our 
Lonely Brothers and Sisters in the LORD JESUS. 
    Yours in that Blessed Hope, 
     Name Supplied 
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A Questionable Collection 
 

Of the many Lion titles now available, a collection of Christian 

Classics, compiled by Tony Lane (Anthony S. Lane), leaves us 
questioning: “What is truly Christian?” For among the selected 
authors are such names as the Pseudo-Macarius, “a Syrian monk of 
the late fourth century”; John Cassian, another monk and great 
admirer of the hermitic ‘Desert Fathers’; Pope Leo “the Great”; 
Boethius, the man responsible for introducing the pagan 
philosophy of Plato and Aristotle to the west; the hermit Benedict, 
founder of the Benedictine Order of monks; Gregory “the Great”, 
the first monk to become pope, and great-great-grandson of Pope 
Felix III [a celibate priest?]; the biographer of Francis of Assisi, 
well known for preaching to the birds; the mystics Bonaventure, 
Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross; Ignatius 
Loyola, founder of the notorious Jesuits; ‘Brother’ Lawrence, who 
claimed to teach others how to ‘practice the presence of God’ 
without Christ; John Henry Newman, who received a cardinal’s 
hat for deserting the Church of England; Henry Drummond, who 
tried to synthesize Darwinian Evolutionism and the Evangelical 
Faith; and Therese of Lisieux, whose “mysterious illness involving 
convulsions and hallucinations before experiencing an 
instantaneous cure while praying before a statue of the Virgin 
Mary” made her world famous in certain circles. 
We do not quibble with their inclusion for their historical value. It 
is Dr. Lane’s calling them “Christian” and selecting them on the 
alleged basis of their spiritual profit. He says nothing to help us 
discern the wheat from the chaff, even though some of them 
contain “glaring” errors. But reading them, he claims, will deliver 
us from being “trapped in our own culture.” 
Dear friends, let us never forget that we are called as Christians to 
be faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ, who witnessed “a good 
confession” before Pontius Pilate, and to His apostles, who charge 
us with earnestly contending for “the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” A collection that fails to do this is highly questionable. 
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Book Reviews 
 

Reformation Heritage Books 

Reformation Heritage Books has initiated a series entitled Profiles 

in Reformed Spirituality. The titles, in strong paperback form, are 
each about 220 pages long, and are edited and introduced by godly 
men who have spent considerable time studying their subjects. To 
date I have seen The Soul of Life: The Piety of John Calvin, 
Trading and Thriving in Godliness: The Piety of George 

Swinnock, and Christ Is All: The Piety of Horatius Bonar. Each 
study opens with a brief summary of its subject’s life and approach 
to piety, or godliness. Then follows a selection of extracts from his 
writings, covering a wide range of experiential and practical 
topics. All are attractively presented and copiously illustrated. I do 
not hesitate to recommend the whole series to our readers, for here 
are many spiritual riches in small treasure chests.                  J.M.B. 
Children at the Lord’s Table?- Cornelius P. Venema. Pp. viii + 
198. $19.00. Hdbk. ISBN 978-160178-059-1. 
The recovery of Reformed theology has led many Christians from 
an unreflective and shallow fundamentalism to a rich, thoughtful 
and Biblical Christianity. These people have shown a desire to 
work through the implications of Reformed Covenant theology 
more fully; while on the whole this has been a blessing to the 
Church, in some cases wrong turns have been taken. In this book 
Dr. Venema addresses one of these wrong turns, the question of 
Paedocommunion, the practice of admitting the baptized children 
of believers to the Lord’s Table on the basis of the Covenant alone, 
and its rise among certain Reformed churches, particularly in the 
United States. 
To a Baptist, of course, this book will be seen as unnecessary. But 
the Reformed Covenant Paedobaptist who may be struggling with 
the issue of Paedocommunion will welcome Dr. Venema’s 
thoughtful and careful treatment of the issue.  
The structure of the book is simple. The first chapter introduces 
the question, and the next five chapters deal carefully with the 
historical, confessional and Biblical arguments brought forward by 
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advocates of Paedocommunion. The final chapter contains the 
conclusion of the study. There is a lengthy appendix dealing with 
Covenant Theology and Baptism that will help those unfamiliar 
with the Covenant Paedobaptist position to appreciate the 
arguments of the book. 
Dr, Venema’s argument is that the differences between the two 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper mean that it is 
inappropriate to admit those who have not made a credible 
profession of faith to the Lord’s Table, which is the sacrament of 
nutrition, in which we feed on Christ “by faith, with thanksgiving,” 
as the old Book of Common Prayer puts it. He deals well with the 
‘proofs’ alleged by advocates of Covenant Paedocommunion, and 
shows that they are unpersuasive. 
By its nature, this book is very much tailored to a niche in the 
market, and will be most useful to those Covenant Paedobaptists 
thinking through the implications of their position, or dealing with 
material advocating the admission of Covenant children to the 
Lord’s Table. It has three excellent indexes that will be of help to 
the student seeking to explore the issue.         Gervase N. Charmley 
 
We hope, the Lord willing, to review two other titles from 
Reformation Heritage Books:  
A Sketch of the Christian’s Catechism by the Puritan William 
Ames. It follows the Heidelberg Catechism by devoting one topic 
to each Lord’s Day of the year, but differs from it in heading each 
chapter with a text of Holy Scripture, which Ames proceeds to 
expound and apply. 
The Church’s Book of Comfort edited by Willem Van’t Spijker. It 
places the Heidelberg Catechism in its historical context and 
explains its teachings. 
 
Bryntirion Press 

R. B. Jones: Gospel Ministry in Turbulent Times – Noel Gibbard. 
232pp. £12.95. Pbk. ISBN 978-1-85049-231-3. 
In this thoroughly researched book, Dr Noel Gibbard gives us an 
honest and inspiring account of a remarkable Baptist minister, 
teacher, preacher and servant of God in Wales in the early 20th 
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century. One of the leaders of the 1904-5 Revival and then a 
minister, founder and principal of the South Wales Bible Training 
Institute in Porth during the post revival, World War 1 and 
economic depression times in Wales, R. B.  had a passion for 
preaching Christ crucified and the sanctification of believers 
against the tide of modernism.  He was a man both revered and 
opposed by many during those controversial times. The errors in 
his theology and criticisms of his attitude are fairly dealt with, but 
the outstanding contribution of this Champion for Christ shines out 
like a beacon.  When the enemy came in like a flood, the Spirit of 
God raised up a standard against it in Wales in the person of R. B. 
Jones in that turbulent period. A book well worth reading, 
especially if you long for Revival and are Welsh!                 M.E.B. 

 

Banner of Truth Trust 

To review Calvin’s Commentary on the Psalms (abridged by 
David C. Searle) and his Sermons on Genesis 1-11(translated by 
Rob Roy McGregor) would be presumptuous on our part. 
Nevertheless, we hope to recommend these titles after finding time 
to read them. Sufficient to say that we love everything written by 
Calvin as containing the full-orbed Biblical Gospel. The American 
Puritan Cotton Mather said that he always read Calvin the last 
thing at night in order to leave a sweet taste in his mouth. 
 
Some of the following titles were received too late for the editor 

to send them out in time for this issue. Your editor’s 

indisposition accounts for our failure to review others. Please 

accept our apologies. We hope to review them in the next issue, 

the Lord willing. 

 

Banner of Truth Trust 

The Ulster Awakening – John Weir. This account of the 1859 
Revival in Ireland. 
Let’s Study Matthew – Mark E. Ross. 
The Gospel as taught by Calvin – R. C. Reed. 
Spiritual Mindedness – John Owen (abridged by R. J. K. Law) 
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Evangelical Press 

Isaiah volume 2, chapters 40-66 – John L. Mackay. 
The Expectant Prophet – John D. Currid. (Habakkuk) 
 
Christian Focus 

The Holy War – John Bunyan. A beautifully illustrated edition, 
most suited for teenage children. 
Risking the Truth – Martin Downes. A symposium on how to 
handle error in the churches. 
The Doctrine of Sin - Iain D. Campbell. A survey from Scripture 
through Calvin and Luther; the Puritans; Charles Hodge, John 
Murray and G. C. Berkouwer; to Barth, Brunner and Bultmann. 
Heroes and Heretics – Iain D. Campbell. Pivotal movements in 20 
centuries of the church. 
The Abiding Presence – Hugh Martin. A learned and spiritual 
extended study on our Saviour’s promise: ‘Lo, I am with you 
always.’ 
Children of the Bible – Carine Mackenzie. 
Christian Heroines – Carine Mackenzie. 
Come ye Children – C. H. Spurgeon. 
 
Westminster Conference 

Old Paths New Shoes – papers read at the 2008 Westminster 
Conference. Puritans, The Reformed Vision, E. F. Kevan, 
Tradition, Spiritual Conflict, William Grimshawe. 

 
We greatly appreciate the work of Reformed publishing houses, 
and thank the Lord for them. Let us pray that He would keep them 
faithful, and that readers would not merely adorn their shelves with 
their titles but also read, mark, learn, inwardly digest, pray over 
and practice their contents, to the glory of the God of all grace. Ed. 

 
 

………………………………….. 
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Tapes and CD's of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”
Christ Alone ‑ Charles Sleeman. Haslemere
Particular Redemption ‑ Malcolm Watts
*Grace to the Uttermost ‑ W Goodman,, London (Metropolitan Tabernacle) "Love so 
amazing, so divine" ‑ Mark Johnston
*The Imputation of Adam's sin to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas, Aberystwyth 
*The Imputation of our sin to Christ ‑ Geoffrey Thomas
The Imputation of Christ's righteousness to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas 
*The Person, Priesthood and Protection of Jesus Christ (John 18) 
   ‑ Abraham Thomas
*Penal Substitution ‑ David Cassells,, Chelmsford 
Justification ‑ Henry Sant, Portsmouth
The Blessed Consequences of Justification by Faith 
  ‑ Malcolm Jones,, Maesycymmer
*Isaiah 53 ‑ Jeremy Walker (AGM Sermon)
Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)
God’s Good Purpose – Andrew Davies (London)
The Weakness of the Law and the Power of God – Achille Blaize (London)
The Grace of Christ, The Gift of Salvation and The Glory of Heaven –
Vernon Higham (Cardiff) – 3 tapes
God’s Plan for Marriage and The Family – Vernon Higham
God’s Guidance in Raising a Family – Mark Johnston
The Family as the Basis of Society – Achille Blaize
‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, ‑3 tapes 
by Mark Johnston
Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk
Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley
God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1‑9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury
The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead
The Heart of the Cross, The Victory of the Cross, Glory of the Cross, ‑3 Tapes 
By Andrew Davis of South Wales
Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland
Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London
*Jacob's Ladder ‑ Dafydd Morris of Wales
*God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility ‑ Gary Brady of London
*God's Full Sovereignty, our Full Salvation ‑ Timothy Burden of Eastbourne
*The Unchanging Gospel ‑ Timothy Walker of Crawley
*John 1:17 ‑ John Saunders of Chichester (AGM 2009 Evening Sermon)

Tapes previously advertised are still available.
Addresses marked* are also available on CD
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