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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Editorial 
 

While staying in someone’s home recently, I came across a 

volume of collected poems by George Mackay Brown, of Orkney. 

Prominent in the collection is this reference: 

 ‘For Scotland 

 I sing, 

 The Knox-ruined nation.’ 

The final phrase tells us more about Mr. Brown than about either 

Scotland or Knox.  

It tells us, for instance, that the poet hated Knox’s pure Biblical 

Calvinism; that he failed to appreciate Knox’s prayers, firm 

resistance to popery, and reforms on behalf of Scottish education, 

the poor and the Christian ministry; and that he preferred a nation 

half-ruined not by Knox, but by lovers of sinful pleasure.  

I myself have seen prostitutes touting for business every Sabbath 

evening in Blythswood Square, Glasgow (their ‘pimps’ driving 

round in expensive Mercedes cars to ensure they were ‘on the 

job’); drunkards being thrown out of public houses, then kicked 

into the gutter by ‘bouncers;’ police cadets who refused to help me 

catch three young thieves who had robbed a church bookroom; and 

council estates which we were advised to avoid or drive through at 

speed, lest our car be stoned or stopped and its occupants beaten 

up and robbed. 

I have also seen whole families walking considerable distances to 

public worship on the Christian Sabbath, the adults eagerly 

anticipating the sermon and refusing to look into shop windows; 

godly sisters in ‘run-down’ tenement flats whose fragrant 

fellowship made their homes like the portals of heaven; and upper 

teenage students with fine moral characters formed by their godly 

upbringing on the Bible and the Shorter Catechism. I have also 

enjoyed the kind abundance of Scottish Christian hospitality, and 

sat on committees devoted to upholding the best educational 

standards. Which of these do we prefer: the legacy of Knox or the 

rotten fruits of squalid fallen human nature as seen in the 

Edinburgh Fringe Festival? 
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The Heart of the Heart of the Gospel 

(Isaiah 52.13-53.12) 
 

Introduction 

In this fourth and final Servant Song in Isaiah we are given the 

explanation of how the LORD righteously fulfils His purpose and 

promise to save His people from their sins; namely, through the 

appalling sufferings and degrading death of His Servant. As a 

prophecy, it “points as plainly as can be at Jesus Christ,” and 

“Philip has put it past dispute that of Him speaks the prophet this, 

of Him and of no other man. Acts 8.34-35.” (Matthew Henry) 

 

In context, the Song shows that Judah was an unrighteous servant, 

heedless of her Lord’s service. So the LORD raised up a righteous 

Servant (42.1,6) who would not only serve Him well, but would 

also “bear the sin of many” (53.12) and be Jehovah’s salvation to 

the ends of the earth (49.6). Furthermore, when called into service, 

He would not be rebellious, but would even give His face and back 

to His enemies, knowing that Jehovah would help and justify Him 

(50.5-9). As His people’s Substitute “the Servant undergoes 

suffering and death on behalf of others,” and that on this basis “the 

whole world is presented with the offer of the everlasting covenant 

(55.3f).” (John L. Mackay) The success of His work then provides 

the ground for the Church’s joy and praise, in both this life and the 

next (54.1-66.24). 

 

The carefully crafted structure of the Song forms five stanzas of 

three verses each. Its glorious message proclaims a Gospel at the 

heart of which stands the truth that “the LORD hath laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all” (53.6). This verse, claims James Durham, 

serves “wonderfully to set forth the glory of the free and rich grace 

of God.” That awesome transaction forms the centrepiece of 

Handel’s oratorio Messiah.  
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The first stanza (52.13-15) calls our attention to the Servant’s 

degradation before men (v14), exaltation (v13) and priestly 

sprinkling of nations that would astonish even kings (v15). Here 

the cross of Christ is linked inseparably to His heavenly reward, as 

in Philippians 2.5-11. 

 

The three central stanzas preview the Servant’s life from His 

obscure youth (53.2) through His rejection and maltreatment to 

His death (53.2-3, 7-9). The opening verse of chapter 53 has 

special significance: neither the astonished rulers of 52.15 nor 

most who hear the Gospel report of Christ’s sin-bearing victory 

believe it, because the power of God unto salvation has not 

wrought on their hearts. Their turning away from Him as unworthy 

of their notice fully accords with the New Testament Gospel 

narratives of how He was (and still is) treated. 

 

The central stanza explains the meaning and significance of His 

sufferings: they are substitutionary (53.4-6). This is the key to 

Christ’s atonement. Having completely misunderstood His mission 

to them (53.4), the people attribute His afflictions to God’s 

punishment of His sin. “But” (53.5), in complete contrast to their 

thinking, He was wounded (or pierced) and bruised (or crushed) 

for their iniquities, not His own; the penal chastisement that fell on 

Him procured their peace. Their penalty for straying from God’s 

path and pasture was paid by Him, (God’s Fellow and Shepherd of 

Zechariah 13.7-9). None other than God Himself, in the Person of 

His Son, met the stern requirements of His own inflexible justice. 

 

The fourth stanza (53.7-9) envisages the suffering (v7), death 

(v8) and burial (v9) of God’s Servant. Isaiah notes particularly His 

willing submission to the most brutal treatment (53.7, with Psalm 

40.6-8 and John 10.18), His confinement before judgment was 

passed on Him, and His execution. Again, the substitutionary 

nature of these sufferings is stressed, and a sense of astonishment 

raised by the sheer callousness of the generation that punished 

Him (53.8). His being “cut off from the land of the living” denotes 

the judicial and violent taking of His life. The Servant’s burial is 
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next described (53.9). A burial chamber with the wicked was 

intended for Him, yet remarkably He was to occupy not the grave 

of criminals, but the tomb of a rich man (see Matthew 27.57-60). 

Finally, His non-violent and guileless innocence are adduced as 

the reason for His death (see 1 Peter 2.21-25). 

 

In the closing stanza (53.10-12) the LORD Himself explains the 

purpose behind His Servant’s bruising, grief and guilt-offering: it 

is that He might see His spiritual children, enjoy life after death 

and have the Lord’s purposes prosper under His control (v10). His 

intense anguish in bearing away their iniquities would be rewarded 

by His satisfaction with all that His sufferings had achieved. Being 

Himself righteous before God, He would also extend this benefit to 

others, who would be justified with Him (v11). The “many” who 

shall come to know Him are the same remnant as the “many” of 

chapter 52.15, Mark 10.45 and Romans 5.15 and 19. Those for 

whom He shed His precious blood shall be sprinkled with it, and 

so covered from all condemnation. Verse 12 concludes the Song 

with a resounding “therefore.” For a mission so successfully 

accomplished – pouring out His soul unto death, being willing to 

identify with transgressors, bearing the guilt of many and 

interceding for transgressors – only such a reward would be 

equitable. By divine decree He is allotted the “many” as His 

inheritance, just as a kingly conqueror would divide his enemies’ 

booty among his subjects. 

 

Conclusion 

A comparison of this glorious Song with the New Testament 

accounts of the sufferings and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ 

should leave us in no doubt that He alone is God’s Righteous 

Servant, Israel’s Messiah and the Saviour of the Gentiles. No other 

identification is possible. May we be enabled to exclaim with the 

late Finlay Beaton, Inverness, as he praised God for this most 

amazing transaction: “O the wonder of it all!” 
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Why We Need the ‘Solas’ 
 

Introduction 

Martin Luther is not merely a key figure in the unfolding of events 

in the Protestant Reformation; he also played a major role in 

moulding its ideas. “Perhaps more than any other person, Luther 

shaped the presuppositions that define Protestantism.” (Stephen J. 

Nichols) These presuppositions are known to scholars in their 

Latin form as the five Reformation ‘solas’: ‘sola Scriptura’ = 

‘Scripture alone’; ‘sola fide’ = ‘faith alone’; ‘sola gratia’ = ‘grace 

alone’; ‘solus Christus’ = ‘Christ alone’; and ‘soli Deo gloria’ = ‘to 

the glory of God alone.’ That they each find their place at the root 

of Luther’s thinking is sufficient testimony to the seminal role he 

played in their fuller development by later Protestant theologians. 

In this short study we will consider why Luther thought we need 

these ‘solas.’ 

 

Scripture Alone 

We begin where Luther begins, with ‘sola Scriptura,’ the formal 

principle of all Reformed teaching. We need ‘sola Scriptura’ 

because in this dark world of spiritual blindness, “the only reason 

we can see at all is that the light of God’s Word shines brightly (2 

Peter 1.19).” Without that light “we would not know or understand 

anything.” (Works. 6.148) Luther hammered this truth as firmly 

into his hearers’ minds as he hammered the Ninety-five Theses 

onto Wittenberg Castle Church door. At every opportunity, he 

calls us away from the spurious claims of Rome, reason, 

mysticism and the sects, back to the written Word of God. “We 

must learn to depend on the visible Word of our invisible and 

incredible God” (5.183), for “faith . . . does not judge . . . by what 

it sees or feels but by what it hears. It depends on the Word alone.” 

(Sermons. 1905. I. 23) 

 

Indeed, the only reason we know that God is present with us is 

“through His Word.” To trust in it is to trust in Him. So, he 
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resolves: “God’s Word alone will be my rod and staff.” (12.169) “I 

will live by what it says.” (22.6) 

 

Luther’s heroic stand at Worms can be explained in no other way. 

In danger of his life from the Roman Catholic emperor Charles V 

as he recalled John Hus at the Council of Constance; opposed by 

the papal nuncio Aleander, ready to thunder Rome’s anathemas 

against him; barely supported by Germany’s petty princes, hesitant 

and uncertain of the outcome; Luther refused to be intimidated. 

When called on to recant, even when no heresy had been proved 

against him, he replied: “I am bound to the Scriptures . . . my 

conscience is captive to the Word of God.” The Bible alone was 

his sheet anchor during this Satanic storm, as it was throughout his 

entire life. Thus Luther teaches us that we need the Bible alone 

because all other testimony is liable to err, and it alone is inerrant. 

 

Faith Alone 

Luther hammers home our absolute need of faith as vigorously as 

he does our total dependence on Scripture. Let us not imagine, 

however, that with him ‘sola fide’ was nothing more than belief in 

God and assent to the articles of the Christian creed. No, it is 

especially the personal appropriation of Christ and God’s gracious 

promises in Him, as given to us in Scripture. 

 

1. Appropriating Christ 

Forceful convictions mingle with child-like tenderness in Luther’s 

teaching on appropriating Christ. “Of what benefit would it be to 

me,” he cries, “if Christ had been born a thousand times . . . if I 

were never to hear that He was born for me?” (Sermons. 1905. I. 

149) By contrast he gently affirms: “My sweet Redeemer is 

sufficient for me. I shall praise Him all my life.” (Letters. 1908. 

XXIV) 

 

But whether forceful or gentle, Luther is always pointing us – both 

preachers and hearers – to Christ alone. In preaching, “Christ 

should be placed directly before our eyes so that we see and hear 
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nothing apart from Him.” In hearing, “faith is an unswerving gaze 

that looks on Christ alone.” (26.356) 

 

What could the snake-bitten Jews do to heal themselves? He asks 

vehemently. Nothing! Moses commanded them to look at “the 

bronze snake, which points to Christ (John 3.14) . . . with an 

unswerving gaze. Those who did so were healed.” Those who did 

not, but “looked at their wounds instead . . . died.” So too, we must 

not pore over our own sins, but “do nothing but look to Him.” In 

Him we see our sins dealt with by His death, and our victory over 

sin, death and the devil secured by His resurrection. “This is true 

faith in Christ and the right way to believe.” (26.356) 

 

2. Appropriating God’s Promises 

Since “all God’s promises are based on Christ,” to appropriate 

them is to appropriate Him. There is no basic difference between 

Abraham’s faith and ours. The only difference is that “Abraham 

believed in the promised Christ who was still to come. We believe 

in the Christ who has already come. We are all saved” through 

“this same faith.” (3.26) 

 

“The Holy Spirit” holds God’s promises “before us so that” we 

“may find refuge and comfort” in them when we sense God’s 

anger against us, or when we are assailed by “serious doubts . . . 

such as: ‘What if God does not want me to be saved?’ . . . When 

our consciences are troubled in this way we must continue to 

believe the promise of salvation – a promise we can trust in and 

depend on . . . We must hang onto God’s promise, because if Satan 

can prevent us believing it, then we have nowhere else to turn. We 

must hold tightly to the promise and be ready for the times when 

God will test us.” (4.93) From Joel 2.15, he adds: “It is wonderful 

to see the way the Holy Spirit works. He highlights the threat in 

order to show us the goodness and mercy of God.” 

 

When God-fearing people hear the Word, they apply these 

promises to themselves in the right way. “Disheartened and 

crushed by God’s anger and threat of punishment,” knowing “they 
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deserve divine judgment,” and recognizing “the seriousness of sin 

and its condemnation . . . when they hear these promises they turn 

to God’s mercy,” and He calms their consciences. This is the way 

God works in His people. After terrifying them “with threats, He 

comforts them with His promises.” (18.97) And it is the faith He 

has given them that appropriates these promises for their 

deliverance. 

 

This kind of faith, and no other, Luther claims, is sufficient for our 

salvation. Therefore “we should conclude with Paul [in Galatians 

2.16] that we are justified by faith alone . . . faith that takes hold of 

Christ the Saviour and keeps Him in our hearts.” (26.136) 

 

As if to strike one last hammer blow on behalf of faith alone, 

Luther concludes that without is we cannot understand the Lord’s 

dealings with us at all. But faith “will comfort me” even “when I 

leave this earth . . . My body will be buried in the ground and eaten 

by worms . . . When I look at death I do not see God’s plan for me. 

Yet God has promised that I will come back to life. Christ said: 

‘Because I live, you will live also’ (John 14.19). But how will I 

live? I will live in eternal life, in a body that is brighter and more 

beautiful than the sun. I cannot see or feel any of this yet. But I 

believe it, and I can tolerate the short delay.” (6.401)  

 

We need ‘sola fide,’ then, because faith is the only thing that lays 

hold of Christ in the promises of the Word for our salvation. 

 

Grace Alone 

Luther has as much to say in defence of ‘grace alone’ as he has 

about ‘faith alone.’ Indeed, he sees it operating in every part of the 

believer’s life. As with other 16
th

 century Reformers, he divides 

Scriptural teaching on it into two parts. The first is God’s objective 

grace, or free, unmerited mercy towards us. The second is His 

subjective grace infused and working in us. 
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1. Objective Grace 

Objective grace opens the door to our justification. “People are not 

justified and do not receive life and salvation because of anything 

they have done. Rather . . . because of God’s grace through Christ. 

There is no other way.” Those who are tired of hearing this great 

truth because they learned it when young barely understand how 

important it is. “If it continues to be taught as truth, the Christian 

Church will remain united and pure,” for it “alone makes and 

sustains Christianity.” It is so essential that “we will always remain 

its students, and it will always be our teacher.” Those who really 

understand it “hunger and thirst for it. They yearn for it more and 

more. They never get tired of hearing about it.” (14.36) 

 

Grace is so necessary to our justification that “wanting to be 

justified by our own works through the Law is . . . throwing away 

God’s grace . . . This is a serious error.” From Galatians 2.21, he 

infers that to reject salvation by grace alone also makes “Christ’s 

death . . . pointless, which is the highest blasphemy against God.” 

(27.240) It is only “because of God’s mercy and grace” that 

sinners are accepted by Him and receive from Him a righteousness 

not their own. (12.328) 

 

This constitutes the glory of the Gospel. “It does not tell us to do 

good works to become virtuous, but announces God’s grace to us, 

freely given and without our merit.” (30.3) 

 

2. Subjective Grace 

Grace becomes subjective when it is infused into sinners’ hearts by 

God’s Holy Spirit in their new birth. This is the grace that actually 

unites them to Christ and makes them new creatures. “We cannot 

feel the new birth . . . we cannot see it . . . we cannot . . . 

understand it.” Yet it is real, and “we must . . . believe it. What is 

born of the Spirit is spiritual.” Because it is so, its primary benefit 

is eternal life. (22.290) Just as after Adam sinned he could do 

nothing to restore to himself the life he had forfeited, so we too 

can do nothing towards our restoration to God. (30.263) God 
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Himself must restore us. This makes subjective grace absolutely 

necessary. 

 

Once God’s grace has been infused into us, Luther continues, it 

does marvellous things. For a start, it enables us progressively to 

keep God’s Law, which we could never do before. He who 

“brought God’s grace and truth” to us (John 1.17) really enables us 

to keep the commandments. Being “enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 

renewed by the Word of God, and having faith in Christ,” we who 

believe now have “a new spirit that makes God’s Word and God’s 

laws a pleasure to obey.” Moreover, as we proceed through life, it 

is the same grace that enables us to “find joy in trusting God above 

everything else.” (22.143) 

 

It is grace alone too that deals with the darker side of the believer’s 

life. When cast down by sin, fear and doubt, he finds grace at hand 

to uplift him. Even when, like the psalmist in Psalm 42, “you see 

only the Law, sin, terror, sadness, despair, death, hell and the devil 

. . . grace is present when your heart is restored by the promise of 

God’s free mercy . . . Are not grace, forgiveness of sins, 

righteousness, comfort, joy, peace, life, heaven, Christ and God 

also present?” Therefore, say to yourself: “stop being troubled, my 

soul . . . Trust God.” “Whoever truly understands this [i.e. by 

experience] can be called a theologian.” Grace is thus so necessary 

that we must be “diligent students” in its school “as long as we 

remain in these sinful bodies.” (26.341) 

 

Finally, when this sin-troubled life is over, it is grace alone that 

gives believers the victory over death. We do not win it. Rather, it 

is given us “out of God’s grace.” Christ secured it for us, and we 

share in His victory over it. (28.212) 

 

From foundation stone to topmost stone, then, the house of 

salvation is built entirely of grace. Luther states why we need both 

grace and faith in one sentence: “If grace or faith is not preached, 

then no one will be saved, for faith alone justifies and saves.” 

(27.48) 
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Christ Alone 

‘Christ alone’ is the next ‘sola’ that Luther dings into our dull ears. 

How greatly we need it is evident from the knowledge God gives 

us of our legalistic, self-righteous hearts. From a wealth of 

available sources, we select a small sample to illustrate his firm 

conviction of its necessity. 

In a letter defending his attack on papal indulgences, he writes: “I 

teach that man must trust solely in Christ Jesus.” (Letters. 1908. 

London. XXI) 

 

While expounding John 3.16, he says: “God gave His Son to the 

lost so that they might be saved. Then what should you do? 

Nothing! Don’t go on pilgrimages. Don’t do this or that good 

work. Instead, simply believe in Christ alone.” (22.374) 

 

A leading aspect of the Holy Spirit’s testimony within the believer 

is that “Christians can depend on nothing except Christ, their Lord 

and God.” (24.119) 

 

From the expression: ‘of His fullness have all we received’ 

(Colossians 2.10) Luther deduces that we need no-one else but 

Christ. Whether our faith is strong or weak, we “have the same 

Christ” and “are all made perfect through faith in Him . . . 

Whoever accepts Him has everything.” (23.28) 

 

In such varied ways as these, Luther proclaims a thousand times 

the sole saving efficacy of Christ. Having done on our behalf all 

that God requires, He alone can be our Saviour. “There is no other 

. . . but Christ alone.” (24.48) This is reason enough to hold onto 

the principle of ‘solus Christus.’ 

 

The Glory of God Alone 

By his constant insistence on believing, it may be suspected that 

Luther places man’s salvation above God’s glory. But it is not so. 

Luther teaches that God is glorified more in man’s salvation than 

in his damnation. This is why He Himself - by His prophets, His 

Son and His apostles – repeatedly beseeches them to come to Him. 
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So, concludes Luther: “Glory belongs to no-one but God alone.” 

(Sermons. 1905. I. 156)  

 

Chief among Luther’s thoughts on how to honour God is that we 

should hold His Name or character in the greatest reverence. When 

His Name is “holy in us . . . God becomes everything, and we 

become nothing.” (42.27) Everything that threatens to usurp this 

unique honour is anathema to him. 

 

Inevitably, Luther ascribes equal glory to each Person of the 

Godhead. All the Father’s glory belongs to the Son, who is “one 

God together with the Father. Likewise the Holy Spirit has the 

same divine nature and majesty.” (22.6) When by grace we give 

God His due, we glorify all three Persons of the Godhead. 

 

The same honour must be given to all God’s attributes or 

perfections. Singling out His goodness and mercy for special 

treatment, Luther is most practical in showing us how to honour 

God because of them. When, for example, we read that the Lord is 

good (Psalm 118.1) we should not “skim over” this truth “quickly 

or irreverently,” but should “remember that these are vibrant, 

relevant and meaningful words that emphasize the goodness of 

God.” Pausing to ponder them should lead us to realize His 

inclination to do us good “from the bottom of His heart.” He 

punishes people only because of their “wickedness and stubborn 

refusal to change.” His “daily and continual goodness” should 

draw from our grateful hearts the praise and thanks He deserves. 

(14.47) 

 

Luther makes a special point of encouraging us to “reflect back on 

the years of our lives.” Even when we are bewildered by what has 

happened to us, we should be able to see “God’s wonderful power, 

wisdom and goodness” guiding us. “Only when we look back do 

we fully realize how often God was with us when we neither saw 

His hand nor felt His presence.” But as Peter says: ‘He cares for 

you.’ (1 Peter 5.7) Luther is so insistent on this practice that he 

says: “Even were there no books or sermons to tell us about God, 
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simply looking back on our own lives would prove that He 

tenderly carries us in His arms. When we look back on how God 

has led and brought us through so much evil, adversity and danger, 

we can clearly see the ever-present goodness of God.” (42.130) 

 

As for His mercy, it is the balm of every sin-burdened and guilt-

ridden heart. When we by faith hide beneath His mercy seat, we 

find ourselves “covered with a vaulted ceiling called mercy.” So, 

resolves Luther, setting us an example: “My heart and conscience 

will crawl under it and be safe.” (51.278) 

 

True to character, Luther extracts from the angels’ song at the birth 

of Christ (Luke 2.13-14) two delightful lessons for us. 

 “First of all, by joyfully singing about the honour of God, they 

show how full of light and fire they are.” Furthermore, “they don’t 

take credit for anything. They enthusiastically give glory to God, 

the One to whom it belongs. If you wonder what a humble, pure, 

obedient and happy heart in God is like, then think of the angels 

praising God. This is their priority as they live in God’s presence.” 

Secondly, they show us how much they love us, because “they 

celebrate our salvation as if it were their own.” So we should 

“regard them as highly as we would our best friends.” 

“We might not know what they are made of,” he concludes with 

childlike simplicity, “but we know what their highest desire is.” So 

we should imitate them in praising and honouring Him. (52.29) 

 

Conclusion 

Even from the few select references we have offered, it may be 

clearly seen that the five ‘Reformation Solas’ - Scripture, faith, 

grace, Christ and God’s glory – are internally united and therefore 

inseparable. This is because the mind of God as revealed in 

Scripture is one. When the Holy Spirit combines them in our 

experience, we too cannot think of one without referring to the 

rest. This is the aim of all true theology – to think God’s thoughts 

after Him, and so be conformed to His mind. May He accomplish 

this in us, that we might live by them, and be able to teach others 

also. 
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The Believer’s Victory Over Death 

 
In a priceless book entitled The Grace of Christ, or Sinners Saved 

by Unmerited Kindness, William S. Plumer devotes three chapters 

to collected sayings of believers either on the subject of their death 

or in their last moments on earth. The first of these chapters 

contains sayings of the martyrs; the second of others, both ancient 

and modern; the third of godly women and missionaries. He 

prefaces his collection with remarks calculated to solemnize the 

most careless and magnify the power of the Lord Jesus Christ in 

giving His people ‘dying grace’ to convey them over ‘the cold 

river’ into the presence of their Saviour. The sayings were brought 

together “in the hope that they may encourage the faint, embolden 

the timid, confirm the strong, and animate all classes of real 

Christians.” As we read a selection of them (with a few more I 

have added) and in view of the judgments of God upon us, the 

increasing threat of persecution, and the delusive belief of many 

that they shall live here for ever, let us beg the Lord Jesus Himself 

to work in us the very grace His former servants were given. 

 

The Martyrs 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit . . . Lay not this sin to their charge.” 

(Stephen) 

 

“I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 

hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 

kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown, which 

the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to 

me only, but also to all them that love his appearing.” (Paul) 

 

“O Father of thy beloved and blessed Son, Jesus Christ! O God of 

all principalities and of all creation! I bless thee that thou hast 

counted me worthy of this day and this hour, to receive my portion 

in the number of thy martyrs, in the cup of Christ . . . He who gave 

me strength to come to the fire will give me patience to endure the 

flame without your tying me.” (Polycarp) 
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“I die willingly for God . . . I am God’s wheat, and shall be ground 

by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found pure bread . . . 

Now I begin to be a disciple . . . It is better for me to die for Jesus 

Christ than to reign over the ends of the earth.” (Ignatius) 

 

“Let him fear death who must pass from this to the second death.” 

(Cyprian) 

 

“In these flames I offer thee, O Christ, this soul of mine.” (John 

Hus) 

 

“I came not hither to deny my Lord and Master.” (Anne Askew) 

 

“As for death, I fear it not; for when I behold the amiable 

countenance of Jesus Christ, my dear Saviour, the ugly face of 

death doth not much trouble me.” (Joyce Lewis) 

 

“Now, farewell all true friends in Christ; farewell Christian 

relations; farewell sweet and holy Scriptures; farewell prayer and 

meditation; farewell sinning and suffering. Welcome heaven; 

welcome innumerable company of angels, and the church of the 

first-born, and the spirits of just men made perfect; welcome 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; welcome praises for evermore. Now, 

dear Father, receive my spirit, for it is thine; even so, come, Lord 

Jesus.” (John Nisbet) 

 

“This is the most joyful day that ever I saw in my pilgrimage on 

earth. My joy is now begun, which I see shall never be interrupted. 

I see both my interest and His truth, and the sureness of the one, 

and the preciousness of the other . . . I have been a man of great 

sins, but He has been a God of great mercies.” (Donald Cargill) 

 

Others 

“I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.” (Jacob) 

 

“Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth, and you 

know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing hath 
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failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake 

concerning you.” (Joshua) 

 

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 

thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” (Simeon) 

 

“Into thy hands I commit my spirit, God of truth, thou hast 

redeemed me.” (Martin Luther) 

 

“Lord, perfect that which thou hast begun, that I suffer not 

shipwreck in the haven.” (Theodore Beza) 

 

“Now God be with you, my children; I have breakfasted with you, 

and shall sup with my Lord Jesus Christ this night.” (Robert 

Bruce) 

 

“Through Christ death is become friendly to me.” (Richard Sibbes) 

 

“I am near the end of my race, hasting home, and there was never 

a schoolboy more desirous to have the play than I am to have leave 

of this world.” (Alexander Henderson) 

 

“I have got the victory, and Christ is holding out both arms to 

embrace me.” (Samuel Rutherford) 

 

“The long wished for day is come at last, in which I shall see the 

glory of Christ in another manner than I have ever done, or was 

capable of doing, in this world.” (John Owen) 

 

“A life spent in the service of God and communion with Him is the 

most comfortable life anyone can live in this world.” (Matthew 

Henry) 

 

“Free grace, free grace; not unto me.” (Thomas Halyburton) 

 

“My assurance of salvation is built on the Scriptures, and is more 

sure than the sun and moon.” (Gilbert Tennant) 
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“I am going the way of all flesh. If the Lord were not gracious, 

how could I dare to stand before Him?” (John Newton) 

 

“Though I die, the Lord liveth. I have known more of God since I 

came to this bed than through all my life.” (Ebenezer Erskine) 

 

“Victory! Victory! Victory!” (Ralph Erskine) 

 

“It is only by coming to Christ as a little child, and as for the first 

time, that I can get peace.” (Legh Richmond) 

 

“I am looking to that compassionate Saviour whose blood 

cleanseth from all sin.” (David Bogue) 

 

“Lord, give me Simeon’s dismissal: Christ in my arms” (Andrew 

Bonar) 

 

Godly Women  

“I here leave the testimony of my experience that Christ’s yoke is 

easy and His burden light.” (Mrs. Savage, Matthew Henry’s sister) 

 

“I have no more doubt of going to my Saviour than if I were 

already in His arms. My guilt is all transferred. He has cancelled 

all my debt; yet I would weep for my sins against so good a God.” 

(Isabella Graham) 

 

“Jesus is all in all. God of grace, God of light, God of love, whom 

have I in heaven but thee? . . . It is a glorious thing to die.” 

(Hannah More) 

 

“I hope to meet you all at the right hand of God.” (Lady 

Colquhoun) 

 

Missionaries 

“The evening clouds are passing away. The Lord Jesus, whom I 

have served, like Polycarp, for eighty years, forsakes me not. O 

come in glory. I have long waited for that coming; let no dark 
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cloud rest on the work of the Indians. Let it live when I am dead.” 

(John Eliot) 

 

“I shall soon glorify God with the angels.” (David Brainerd) 

 

“I cannot say I have any rapturous feelings; but I am confident in 

the promises of the Lord, and wish to leave my eternal interest in 

His hands.” (William Carey) 

 

“We have a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

(Robert Morrison) 

 

Dr. Plumer began his preface with the words: “As we can die but 

once, we should seek to die well.” In closing his collection, he 

reminds us that not all God’s people die in comfort. But, he adds 

tellingly: “A man’s life, not his death, must usually be the real test 

of his character, and the index to his future destiny. Besides, it is 

not our feelings, it is the merit of Christ that makes heaven sure to 

the penitent. Without any unfaithfulness, God in His inscrutable 

wisdom might permit one of His real friends to die in some 

distress of mind. If so, how sweet to such must be the rest and light 

of glory!” 

The following quotations confirm this truth: 

“Live so that when death comes you may embrace like friends, not 

encounter like enemies.” (Francis Quarles) 

 

“It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for our last 

day.” (Matthew Henry) 

 

“When death comes, have nothing to do but just to die.” (Henry 

Law) 

 

“Live so as to be missed.” (Robert Murray M‘Cheyne) 

 

“I have been at the point of death, the point of death. But I found 

that the one great mysterious death of Calvary was all I needed at 

the point of death.” (John Duncan) 
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Puritans and Covenanters 

(Continued) 

 
The English Puritans and the Scottish Covenanters agreed on so 

many points of both doctrine and practice that they stand as solid 

Biblical witnesses against the present apostasy of the west. May 

their God touch our hearts with a finger of heavenly fire, and set 

them alight for His glory and the souls of men. 

 

The following slightly edited extracts from selected authors 

remind us just how far we today have fallen from their views of 

conversion and heaven. 

 
Three Puritans on Conversion 

The work of conversion is completely of God. God alone frames 

our hearts to the obedience of His will. This must be so as we 

consider the nature of man. Man is stark blind in the things of God. 

Every man has a heart of stone . . . How many times does the 

Word of God work upon him to no purpose! Sin is an over-ruling 

master, and man [is] a willing servant. Sin never stops 

commanding, and we are at its beck and call. Man is blind with a 

hard heart. (Ephesians 4.18) He is an enemy to the law of God 

(Romans 8.7), and cannot please God. He does not even desire a 

guide. If someone directs him into the right way he becomes 

angry. He is dead in trespasses and sins. (Ephesians 2.5) He is 

worse than dead, his life is alive to resist and rebel against God. 

What a miserable and wretched creature is man! There is nothing 

in man’s nature to carry him to grace. In conversion, God must 

work or he can never be renewed. To remedy so great an evil 

requires almighty power. God must open our understanding and 

our hearts. (Ephesians 1.18; Acts 16.14) God does not only knock 

at the heart by His Word, he also opens the heart and enters to take 

possession. God uses different keys to unlock the door of our 

hearts. He uses one cross, another affliction, a sermon, and one 

message after another. It is not however until God puts His fingers 
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upon the hole of the lock that we open . . . What a mystery is 

grace, and the power of God that works in us! 

                                                                                 Thomas Manton 

 

When any soul is converted, there is the concurrence of all three 

persons in the Trinity . . . At the drawing of the heart to close with 

Christ . . . the Father draws, the Son accepts, and the Holy Spirit . . 

gives life to the heart. This is a matter of infinite wonder. 

 

In the great council [of heaven] there are four stages: 

The first was from everlasting at our election . . . 

The next was at our redemption . . . 

The third is found the very moment that faith is given to the sinner. 

Lastly, there is . . . when . . . all three persons of the Trinity shall 

live in believers for evermore. 

 

The souls of all believers were given to Christ from everlasting. 

(John 17.6) When you believed, God the Father . . . said: ‘Son, 

yonder is a soul that I have given you from everlasting, for whom 

you died on the cross; now is the time for you to go and take him 

for your own.’ The Father also whispers to the heart of the sinner 

and woos him to come to Christ. It might be you are standing in a 

crowd or at home where you are weeping in your lost condition, 

and the Father calls.  

We go to the Father through the Son, being led by the Spirit. Thus 

we come to have communion with all three persons. The Father 

directs by [His] secret providence the time and place, and the Holy 

Spirit draws us to Jesus Christ . . . Do not think you can believe 

and repent at will . . . magnify the free grace of God in calling you.  

                                                                              Thomas Goodwin 

 

In conversion the poor convinced sinner ventures on Christ and 

resolves to hold on to Him: “Here I stand; and if I perish, I perish; 

if I die, I will die here; I will not go from thy door.” Before 

conversion, man makes light of Christ, and cares more for his 

friends and merchandise than for Christ. Now, Christ is his daily 

bread and the staff of his life. He desires that Christ be magnified. 
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Before, religion was a fancy, but now to live is Christ. The sincere 

convert accepts a complete Christ . . . The unsound convert takes 

Christ by halves. He is all for salvation, but not for sanctification. 

He is all for the privileges, but neglects the Person . . . This is an 

error in the foundation. Whoever loves life, let him beware here . . 

Many men do not love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. They will not 

have Him . . . as Lord and Saviour. They divide what God has 

joined . . . They desire salvation from suffering, but not . . . from 

sinning. They would be saved, yet keep their lusts; they are content 

to destroy some sins, but cannot leave [all] . . . O be infinitely 

careful here, your soul depends upon it! The sound convert takes a 

whole Christ, without exceptions, without limitations, without 

reserve. He is willing to have Christ upon any terms. He is willing 

to have the dominion of Christ as well as [His] deliverance. He 

says with Paul: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”  

                                                                                    Joseph Alleine 

 

Three Covenanters on Heaven 
Are the souls of the righteous, being made perfect in holiness, 

received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of 

God in light and glory? 

Yes.  

Proof: 

1. The souls of the righteous after death are with Christ in heaven 

and enjoy that blessed vision: “to be with Christ, which is far 

better.” (Philippians 1.23)  

2. The spirits of just men after death return to God and are 

received by God: “the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” 

(Ecclesiastes 12.7) Note that Solomon speaks only of the people of 

God. 

3. The saints departed, together with the angels, are said to sing 

perpetually praises and thanksgiving before His throne: “and they 

sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 

open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 

God by thy blood.” (Revelation 5.9) 
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4. Christ promised that the thief would be with Him in paradise the 

very same day he died: “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou 

be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23.43) 

5. The spirits of just men are said to be made perfect in holiness 

and glory and placed in the heavenly Jerusalem with the angels: 

“But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 

angels, to the general assembly and church of the first born.” 

(Hebrews 12.22-23) 

6. The apostle says that “if our earthly house of this tabernacle 

were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house made not 

with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians 5.1) 

7. The same apostle says: “Therefore we are always confident, 

knowing that whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent 

from the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5.6) 

8. The souls of the righteous after death are comforted and carried 

into Abraham’s bosom: “And it came to pass that the beggar died, 

and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom . . . now he is 

comforted.” (Luke 16.22,25) 

                                                                                   David Dickson 

 

Must not heaven be an excellent place? If you should ask the 

reason why . . . I would answer: 

First, in heaven a Christian has the immediate enjoyment of God; 

all veils are taken out of the way.  

Second, the Christian has an unchangeable enjoyment of God. 

There is not such a complaint heard in heaven as this: “why dost 

thou stand afar from me?” There is not a deserted Christian in 

heaven; there is no interruption of fellowship and communion with 

Christ there. 

Third, must not heaven be an excellent place because there a 

Christian meets with enjoyments of God that cannot be abused? 

Here a Christian is in danger of being exalted above measure, but 

all the great and soul-refreshing enjoyments of a saint in heaven 

shall not occasion one thought of pride. There we cannot abuse our 

enjoyments; there we shall eternally enjoy, and there we shall 

eternally make good use of our enjoyments. 
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Fourth, must not heaven be an excellent place because the 

enjoyments of a Christian are satisfying enjoyments? There is not 

a visit a Christian receives from Christ here that is satisfying; but 

he may say: “As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness: I 

shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.” (Psalm 17.15) 

O David, were you never satisfied with His likeness? Were you 

not satisfied when you sang that song: “My soul shall be satisfied 

as with marrow and fatness”? (Psalm 63.5) No, he replies: ‘The 

first day of my satisfaction is in the blessed morning of the 

resurrection. For then “I shall be satisfied with thy likeness.”’ 

Fifth, must not heaven be an excellent place because the 

enjoyments of God there are eminent? . . . Here a Christian only 

tastes, but there he shall drink. Here he only tastes of the streams, 

but there he shall be drowned in a sea of love and an ocean of 

everlasting delight.  

                                                                                     Andrew Gray 

 

Let us be glad and rejoice in the salvation of our Lord . . . Our fair 

morning is at hand, the day star is near the rising, and we are not 

many miles from home; what does it matter if we are ill-treated in 

the smoky inns of this miserable life? How soon a few years will 

pass and this life’s lease be expired. O happy soul for ever! Who 

can rightly compare this life with its vanity and the lasting life to 

come with its weight of glory? . . .  

Christ is a well of life, but who knows how deep it is to the 

bottom? I have little of Him, yet long for more. God has made 

many fair flowers, but the fairest is heaven, and the flower of all 

flowers is Christ. One year’s time in heaven shall swallow up all 

sorrows . . . Christ Jesus is the end of your journey; there is no 

fear, you may look death in the face with joy. 

                                                                             Samuel Rutherford 
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Five Ages of Man 

(Part Two) 
 

The Age of Orthodoxy 
As the fruits of the Reformation became consolidated in each 

country to which God sent it, Christian communities felt the need 

to identify themselves by drawing up creeds, confessions and 

catechisms. In so doing they all wished to be thought of as 

orthodox; that is, holding true Biblical doctrines. Many of them 

went further, and sought to define themselves as Catholic 

(belonging to the Universal Body of Christ), Evangelical (adhering 

to the true Gospel) and Reformed (being purged of all ‘popery’ 

and being Biblical in all their doctrines, practices, forms of church 

government and discipline). Each individual believer within these 

communions also thought of himself as a disciple of Christ, 

holding to and seeking to live out the faith once delivered to the 

saints. Since the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century 

witnessed a proliferation of such creeds, confessions and 

catechisms, we feel justified in describing the entire period (in 

terms of Church History) as Orthodox. 

 

The Princeton theologian A.A. Hodge identified four uses to which 

Reformation-based churches put these dogmatic statements: 

1. To mark, spread and preserve the knowledge of Truth they 

had been granted. 

2. To discriminate Truth from the errors and heresies of false 

teachers, and to present it in its integrity and proper 

proportions. 

3. To serve as a basis for church fellowship among those who 

were so nearly agreed as to be able to work together in 

harmony. 

4. To form the basis of popular instruction. 

 

To this summary Jaroslav Pelikan adds: “CREEDS AND 

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH have their origin in a two-fold 

Christian imperative, to believe and to confess what one believes.” 
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This imperative is itself Biblical. Just as Paul had the same spirit of 

faith as David who said: “I believed, and therefore have I spoken”, 

so, he says: “We also believe, and therefore speak” (2 Corinthians 

4.13; Psalm 116.10). Such believing and confessing are both 

personal, as with the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8.37), and communal, 

as with the original Church of Rome (Romans 10.9-10). Augustine 

expressed this correlation well in one of his earliest treatises, 

where he asserts: “we cannot secure our salvation unless . . . we 

make our own the profession of the faith that we carry in our heart 

. . . We have the Catholic Faith in the Creed, known to the faithful 

and committed to memory.” As the churches of the Reformation 

were thoroughly Augustinian in their doctrines of grace, and their 

leaders were more familiar with his teaching than with that of any 

other ‘Church Father’, it is no surprise that such creedal statements 

as the Lutheran Augsburg Confession, the Anglican Thirty-Nine 

Articles, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Scots Confession, the 

Second Helvetic Confession, the Belgic Confession and the 

Westminster Confession and Catechisms all set forth, with slight 

variations, the Orthodox Christian Faith. Some state expressly: 

“We believe and teach . . .” Others say: “We believe with our heart 

and confess with our mouth . . .” One thing is certain, they all held 

closely to the great Reformation principles of the Supremacy of 

Scripture, the All-sufficiency of Christ and Justification by Faith 

Alone. 

 

In the loving kindness of God, the Head of the Church raised up 

some of the mightiest theologians of all time during this Age of 

Orthodoxy. These men were constrained by the love of Christ to 

uphold, defend and assert the true Reformed Faith against all 

comers. Such stalwarts as Samuel Rutherford and John Owen in 

Britain, Herman Witsius and Gisbert Voetius in Holland, Johann 

Gerhard, Abraham Calov and Andreas Quenstedt in Germany, and 

Francis Turretin and Jean-Henri Heidegger in Switzerland 

produced monumental testimonies to their own and their churches’ 

orthodoxy. Their positions as academy or university teachers 

indicate clearly the need for precise and detailed statement of faith. 
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A further word is due on the orthodoxy of the period. Many regard 

it as a rigid and arid scholastic system, in which the lively faith of 

the original Reformers was transformed into a dry legalism. “This 

is a grave error of perspective”, writes Olivier Fatio. “The period 

of orthodoxy”, he continues, “certainly witnessed the flourishing 

of vast theological surveys”, which are fairly inaccessible to 

modern readers. But these giant essays were drawn from their 

authors by the needs of the age: the training of competent 

ministers, attacks from Roman counter-offensives, the education of 

the rising generation, and increasingly subtle interdenominational 

controversies, involving deviant opinions and even heresies. 

“Lastly, they had to answer new questions . . . which the 

Reformers had barely touched on” (Fatio), but which called for 

fresh light from the Word of God. We should be thankful for those 

who could say at the close of a life of incessant prayer, study, 

teaching and contending: “I have fought a good fight, I have 

finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4.7). 

Without an Age of Orthodoxy the churches today would be further 

adrift from the Truth than they already are. 

……………………………… 

 

The Necessity of Orthodoxy 

(A few thoughts from John Duncan) 

 

Doctrine is just the mind of God as seen in the facts. 

 

Doctrines must rest either on the express affirmations of texts, or 

be an induction from the comparison of several texts, or an 

‘analogy of faith’ founded on the main scope and bearing of Holy 

Scripture as a whole. 

 

Man requires food, the newborn child requires milk, but then 

neither . . . will nourish them while taken along with poison. 

 

As the heresies exist, doctrinal teaching is a necessity. 
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The Quarter-centenary of the 

Authorized Version of the Bible 

(1611-2011) 
 

We are neither called nor competent to offer a detailed defence of 

the Authorized or King James Version of Holy Scripture. But we 

are, by God’s grace, able to give thanks for its noble translators 

and defenders. Few people realize how much it has moulded our 

nation, language. laws and culture. In 1992, for example, 

Eerdmans Publishing Company could produce a 960-page 

‘Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature’ alone.  

 

Melvyn Bragg pays fine tribute to its literary qualities in The 

Adventure of English, while Alister McGrath provides us with a 

useful appreciation of its origins and influence in In the Beginning: 

The Story of the King James Bible. David Norton’s recent study, 

The King James Bible: A Short History from Tyndale to Today has 

also been highly acclaimed. (Cambridge University Press. 2011. 

£14.99. ISBN 978-0-521-61688-1.) 

 

Our concern, however, is with its presentation and conservation of 

Divine Truth, revealed to the originally inspired penmen and 

translated into the finest Biblical English. For its defence we owe 

God an enormous debt of gratitude for the labours of Goode, 

Burgon, Miller, Scrivener, Fuller and Hills, to name no others. 

 

Sadly, unlike the first generation after 1611, when it ‘displaced all 

its competitors’ (Brian Moynahan), it has suffered eclipse in our 

day by the numerous alleged translations (described in his day by 

J. Gresham Machen as ‘falsifications’). 

 

May God in mercy restore its popularity and power to our poor 

nation, which is now suffering the effects of a long famine of the 

Word of God. 
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You are cordially invited to the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Of the Sovereign Grace Union 

to be held  

(the Lord willing) 

at 

Westoning Strict Baptist Chapel, 

Bedfordshire 

on 

Saturday 4 June at 2.00 p.m. 

 

Services at 2.30 and 5.30 p.m. 

 

Speakers:  

Graham Chewter  

and 

Timothy Martin 

 

Tea will be served  

between the services 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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A Homily on Holy Scripture 

 
[The Preface to the 1562 Homilies of Queen Elizabeth I terms the 

Word of God “the only food of the soul, and that most excellent 

light that we must walk by.” In view of our commemoration of the 

1611 Authorized Version and aware of the husks that are so 

greedily devoured by professing Christians today, I thought it 

would spur the people of God to study and practice that Word 

more diligently by reproducing an edited version of the two 

homilies on Holy Scripture. Ed.] 

 

Part One 

 

To a Christian man there can be nothing either more necessary or 

profitable than the knowledge of Holy Scripture, inasmuch as it 

contains God’s true Word, sets forth His glory and man’s duty. 

And there is no truth or doctrine necessary for our justification and 

everlasting salvation that may not be drawn out of that fountain 

and well of truth. Therefore as many as desire to enter the perfect 

way to God must apply their minds to know Holy Scripture, 

without which they can neither sufficiently know God and His will 

nor their own duty. And as drink is pleasant to those who are 

thirsty, and food to those who are hungry, so is the reading, 

hearing, searching and studying of Holy Scripture to those who 

desire to know God and themselves, and to do His will. And only 

the stomachs of those who are drowned in worldly vanities, so that 

they savour neither God nor any godliness, loathe and abhor the 

heavenly food of God’s Word: for that is the reason why they 

desire such vanities rather than the true knowledge of God. As 

those who are sick with a fever find whatever they eat or drink as 

bitter as wormwood, though in itself it is very sweet (not because 

the food is bitter, but because their tongue is so) even so the 

sweetness of God’s Word is bitter, not in itself, but only to those 

who have their minds corrupted by a longstanding habit of sinning 

and love of this world. 
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Therefore, forsaking the corrupt judgment of fleshly men, who 

care only for their carcase, let us reverently hear and read Holy 

Scripture, the food of the soul. Let us diligently search for the well 

of life in the books of the New and Old Testament, and not run to 

the stinking puddles of men’s traditions (devised by man’s 

imagination) for our justification and salvation. For in Holy 

Scripture is fully contained what we ought to do and what to avoid, 

what to believe, what to love, and what to look for at God’s hands 

at length. In those books we shall find the Father, from whom, the 

Son, by whom, and the Holy Spirit, in whom, all things have their 

being and preservation; and these three Persons are one God and 

substance. In these books we may learn to know ourselves, how 

vile and miserable we are; and also to know God, how good He is 

of Himself, and how He makes us and all creatures partakers of 

His goodness. We may learn also in these books to know God’s 

will and pleasure, as much as for this present time is convenient 

for us to know. And as the godly preacher John Chrysostom says: 

“whatever is required to man’s salvation is fully contained in the 

Scripture of God. He who is ignorant may there learn and know. 

He who is hardhearted and an obstinate sinner shall there find 

everlasting torments prepared by God’s justice, to make his afraid 

and soften him. He who is oppressed with misery in this world 

shall there find relief in the promises of everlasting life, to his 

great comfort. He who is wounded to death by the devil shall there 

find medicine by which he may be restored again to health. If we 

are required to teach any truth or reprove any false doctrine, to 

rebuke any vice, to commend any virtue, to give good counsel, to 

comfort or to exhort, or to do anything else required for our 

salvation, we may learn all those things fully from the Scripture.” 

Says Fulgentius: “There is abundantly enough both for men to eat 

and children to suck. There is whatever is suited to all ages and all 

degrees and kinds of men.” 

 

These books therefore ought to be much in our hands, our eyes, 

our ears, our mouths, but most of all in our hearts. For the 

Scripture of God is the heavenly food of our souls; hearing and 

keeping it makes us blessed and holy, converts our souls, is a light 
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to enlighten our path, a sure, steadfast and everlasting means of 

salvation. It gives wisdom to the humble; comforts, cheers and 

cherishes our consciences. It is a more excellent treasure than gold 

or precious stones; it is sweeter than honey; it is the best part 

which Mary chose; for it has in it everlasting comfort. The words 

of Holy Scripture are called words of everlasting life, for they are 

God’s means, ordained for that purpose. They have power to 

convert through God’s promise, and they are effectual through 

God’s working; and being received into a believing heart, they 

always have a heavenly spiritual working in them. They are living, 

lively and mighty in operating, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and enter through even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of 

joints and marrow. Christ calls him a wise builder who builds on 

His Word, His sure and substantial foundation. By this Word we 

shall be judged; for the word that I speak, says Christ, shall judge 

him in the last day. He who keeps the Word of Christ is promised 

the love and favour of God, and to be the dwelling-place or temple 

of the blessed Trinity. Whoever is diligent to read, and to print in 

his heart what he reads, shall find the great affection he had to the 

transitory things of this world diminished in him, and the great 

desire for heavenly things that God has promised shall increase in 

him. And there is nothing that so much strengthens our faith and 

trust in God, that so much keeps up purity of heart and life as 

continual reading and recording God’s Word. For whatever by 

continual reading and diligent searching of Holy Scripture is 

deeply imprinted and graven on the heart at length turns almost 

into nature. Moreover, the effect of God’s Word is to illumine the 

ignorant, and to give more light to those who faithfully and 

diligently read it; to comfort their hearts, and to encourage them to 

do what God commands. It teaches patience in adversity, humility 

in prosperity, what honour is due to God, what mercy and love to 

our neighbour. It gives good counsel in all doubtful matters. It 

shows us to whom we should look for help in all dangers, and that 

God is the only Giver of victory in all battles and temptations from 

our enemies, physical and spiritual. And in reading God’s Word he 

most profits who is not always turning its pages or repeating it, but 

is turned into it, that is, most changed in his heart and life by the 
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Holy Spirit into what he reads; who is daily less and less proud, 

less wrathful, less covetous, and less greedy of worldly and empty 

pleasures; who, daily forsaking his old vicious life, increases more 

and more in grace. And to be short, there is nothing that more 

maintains the godliness of the mind, and drives away ungodliness, 

than the continual reading or hearing of God’s Word, if it is joined 

with a godly mind and affection to know and follow God’s will. 

For without a single purpose, pure intent and a good mind, nothing 

is accepted as good before God. On the other hand, nothing more 

obscures Christ and the glory of God, nor brings in more blindness 

and all kinds of vice, than ignorance of God’s Word. 

 

Part Two 

 

If we profess Christ, why are we not ashamed to be ignorant in His 

doctrine, since every man is ashamed to be ignorant of his 

profession? How can any man then say that he professes Christ if 

he will not apply himself to read, hear and know the books of 

Christ’s Gospel and doctrine? The Bible is incomparably the chief 

of books. What excuse shall we make before Christ at the last day 

if we delight in men’s fantasies more than His most holy Gospel, 

and will find no time to do what we should? Let us therefore apply 

ourselves to know God’s Word, by diligently reading and learning 

it. 

 

Those who are not well affected to God’s Word commonly make 

two vain excuses. Some say they dare not read Holy Scripture lest 

they fall into error. Others pretend that difficulty in understanding 

it is so great that it should be read only by learned men. 

 

As to the first excuse, ignorance of God’s Word is the cause of all 

error, as Christ Himself told the Sadducees (Matthew 22.29). How 

then can they avoid error who refuse to read God’s Word? And if 

you will not read the Word of God lest you fall into error, by the 

same token you must never walk out lest you slip in the mud; nor 

eat any good food lest you endanger your health; nor sow your 

corn, nor work in your employment, nor trade your goods lest you 
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lose everything; in short, you resolve never to do any good lest evil 

come of it.  

 

But if you are afraid of falling into error through reading Holy 

Scripture, I will show you how to read it safely. Read it humbly 

with a meek and lowly heart, so that you may glorify God and not 

yourself with the knowledge you gain; and do not read it without 

praying to God that He would direct your reading to good effect; 

and do not take upon yourself to expound it further than you can 

plainly understand it. For as Augustine says, the knowledge of 

Holy Scripture is a large palace, but the door into it is very low; so 

that the arrogant man cannot run in, but must stoop low to enter it. 

Presumption and arrogance are mothers of all error, but humility 

need fear no error. For humility will only search to know the truth, 

bringing one place to another, and praying for a right 

understanding, and will not rashly define anything it does not 

understand. And if the humble man is ignorant, he should search 

the Scripture until he is brought out of his ignorance. 

 

And concerning the difficulty in understanding, he who is so weak 

that he cannot eat strong meat may drink tender milk, and defer the 

rest until he is stronger. For God receives learned and unlearned, 

and turns none away. And the Scripture is full of low valleys and 

plain ways, easy for every man to walk in, as well as high hills, 

which few men can climb. So as John Chrysostom says, whoever 

gives himself to Holy Scripture with diligent study and burning 

desire will never be left without help. For either Almighty God 

will send some godly teacher to instruct him (as Philip was sent to 

the Ethiopian treasurer), or if we lack such an instructor He will 

come Himself and shine His own light into our minds. In another 

place Chrysostom says that we do not need human wisdom or 

science to understand the Scripture, but the illumination of the 

Holy Spirit, who breathes the true meaning into those who search 

with humility and diligence. He who asks shall have; he who seeks 

shall find; he who knocks shall have the door opened. (Matthew 

7.8) If we read once, twice, or thrice, and still do not understand, 

let us not stop, but still continue reading, praying, asking others, 
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and at last the door shall be opened. And although there are many 

dark things in Scripture, there are many places where those same 

things are spoken of plainly, especially those things that are 

necessary to salvation. And it is every man’s duty to learn and 

understand them, and to be exercised in them. Meanwhile, if he 

lacks opportunity or aptness to learn, God will not impute it to his 

folly. 

 

To conclude: as Augustine says, by the Scripture all men are 

amended, weak men are strengthened, and strong men are 

comforted. So then, surely none are enemies to the reading of 

God’s Word but those who are so ignorant that they do not know 

how wholesome it is, or else they are so sick that they hate the 

only medicine that can cure them, or so ungodly that they wish 

everyone to continue in blindness and ignorance of God. 

 

Thus we have briefly touched on one of God’s principal benefits to 

us here on earth. Let us thank Him heartily for His great and 

special gift, favour and providence. Let us be glad to receive this 

precious gift from our heavenly Father. Let us hear, read and know 

these holy statutes of our Christian religion and what we professed 

to God at our baptism. Let us with reverence lay up their fruitful 

lessons in the chest of our hearts. Let us meditate on them night 

and day. Let us ruminate, or chew the cud, so that we may have 

their sweet juice, taste and comfort from them. Let us stay, quieten 

and confirm our consciences with their most infallible truth, 

certainty and assurance. Let us pray to God, the only Author of 

these heavenly studies, that we may speak, think, believe, live and 

die according to their wholesome doctrine and truths. Then we 

shall have God’s defence, favour and grace, with unspeakable 

comfort of conscience, and after this miserable life we shall enjoy 

the endless bliss and glory of heaven. May He who died for us all, 

Jesus Christ, grant us this, to whom with the Father and Holy 

Spirit be all honour and glory, both now and everlastingly. Amen. 
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A Malign Influence 
 

Introduction 
While it is the prime function of the Sovereign Grace Union to set 

forth the glory of God in the doctrines of free and sovereign grace, 

we also seek to expose and condemn any teachings that threaten to 

undermine them. The Holy Spirit through the apostle Jude 

commands us: “earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3) The same reason for His 

command applies today; namely, that ungodly men, who were 

enemies of the true Gospel and the peace of the churches, crept in 

and sowed their poison, thereby polluting the churches’ witness to 

the doctrines of Christ. Such poison abounds in the churches today 

in the form of dangerous errors. We should therefore recognize 

these errors for what they really are: malign influences from Satan, 

the archenemy of our Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. 

 

We call them malign influences for four reasons: 

1. They are characterized by ill-will or malice on the part of their 

author. Satan hates us, and is loathe to lose us. If he cannot reclaim 

us for himself, he can at least bring confusion, distress and 

wayward straying away from the Saviour. 

 

2. They callously and ruthlessly control ignorant, sensitive and 

gullible people as tools most suited to their destructive ends. 

 

3. They are quick to spread through churches like malignant 

tumours or infectious diseases. 

 

4. They ultimately devastate the churches they infiltrate, leading 

them to deny the Lord who bought them. 

 

Let us never forget that Satan envies the peace, happiness and 

spiritual prosperity of the Church, and will stop at nothing to rob 

her of her God-given privileges. After all, he knows that the God 

of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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will bruise him under our feet shortly. (Romans 16.20) We feel 

duty-bound, therefore, to combat his wiles with the whole force of 

our being. 

 

In past issues of Peace and Truth we have dealt with 

Postmodernism, Mysticism and Creation Spirituality. In this issue 

we shall briefly consider Charismaticism. 

 

Alleging its warrant chiefly from Joel 2.28 – “I will pour out my 

spirit upon all flesh” – and Acts 2, 10 and 1 Corinthians 12, 

Charismaticism emphasizes “a further experience after conversion, 

namely, the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an enduement of power 

signified by speaking in tongues (glossolalia), and upon the gifts of 

the Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12.8-10)” (J. W. Ward, Elim Bible 

College, in New Dictionary of Theology. I.V.P. 1988. 502) 

 

When it first broke out in the north, Charismaticism was 

announced in a press headline as ‘Strange new sect in Scottish 

kirk,’ while in England its leading feature was welcomed as ‘ a 

beautiful flow of words.’ Confined at first to Pentecostal churches, 

it gradually permeated the mainstream churches, taking control 

wherever it could. It demolished all barriers between 

Evangelicalism and Romanism - a G.P. near here used to meet 

weekly with the mother superior of a convent to share charismatic 

experiences (!) – and was at first decidedly anti-denominational 

and anti-clerical, though later it accommodated both 

denominations and clerics. Prominent amongst its leaders were 

Michael Harper, Arthur Wallis, Gerald Coates and David du 

Plessis. The later ‘Power Evangelism’ of John Wimber, 

proclaiming ‘signs and wonders’ as proof of church growth, was a 

product of the same movement. Our late brother Victor Budgeon, 

of Rochdale, rightly condemned their rejection of understanding of 

“clear, ringing doctrine” (J. C. Ryle) in his Charismatics and the 

Word of God (1985), pertinently asking: “Does the true and living 

God ever deal with His people in ways that deliberately bypass 

their minds?” The Biblical arguments he adduces against the 

movement are conclusive. 
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As others have refuted the spurious claims of Charismaticism in 

considerable detail, we merely include some personal knowledge 

of the psychological deception, emotional distress, spiritual apathy 

and moral laxity it has caused. These are as far removed from the 

full-orbed Biblical Gospel as Pluto is from the sun. 

 

1. The arrogant authoritarianism of its leaders.  

At one of his meetings, Michael Harper scorned two Reformed 

observers as “agents of the devil.” He then pontificated: “I 

command you, by my apostolic authority, to depart.” At the 

request of the hostess of the meeting the observers remained till 

they could bear no more: the entire company were rolling 

uncontrollably in immoral postures on the floor. 

 

Despite their bizarre interpretations of Scripture, they arrogantly 

brand literal interpretations of narrative passages as ‘carnal,’ 

preferring their wild allegorizing and spiritualizing. Question: Are 

we really both the water turned into wine and its drinkers? (an 

example of wild allegorizing by a charismatic). Question this, and 

they call you carnal. 

 

2. The lies its poor deluded subjects tell. 

One deceived soul claimed to have raised his sister from the dead. 

“We were walking across the road in -------------” he said, “when a 

car came round the corner, knocked my sister down and killed her. 

I prayed to the Lord, and she came back to life again.” Naturally, I 

asked him what damage had been caused by the impact of the car 

on her body. He blushed and remained silent. I pressed him for an 

answer. His cheeks grew red. Finally he blurted out in a rage: “I’m 

not like you people. I work for the Lord, going from door to door, 

giving out tracts.” I reminded him of the Scripture: “If any would 

not work, neither should he eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3.10) This 

proved a poignant as well as a pointed remark, as his poor young 

wife sat in the corner, shabbily dressed, and cuddling an infant in a 

tatty shawl. The man beckoned to her, and they left, leaving the 

meeting in confusion.  
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3. The fear it instils into intimidated victims. 

A sensitive-looking young woman in --------------- was listening to 

our open-air preaching. As she appeared disconsolate, one of our 

company went over to her. She told him that she had lost her 

salvation, because an elder in the New Life church in the city had 

told her that if she did not speak in tongues she was not born again. 

How cruel can Satan’s minions be! 

 

4. Alleged cures are merely temporary, if not altogether the 

psychological result of autosuggestion. 

After being ‘healed’ at a mass rally in one of our large city halls, a 

woman who had suffered a serious lower back problem for years 

relapsed into greater pain than she had before attending. The 

disability has not been removed to this day. 

 

5. Deception is employed in both ‘tongue-speaking’ and 

‘healings.’ 

I have heard precisely the same syllables repeated over many 

months given several different interpretations by the same person. 

Also, a woman at a certain Bible Institute claimed to have an 

interpretation from the Lord. The College Vice-Principal 

interrupted her and told the assembly that her interpretation was 

wrong. He then proceeded to give his interpretation. 

An internationally acclaimed ‘faith healer’ called a certain person 

in a wheel chair to come to his platform, stand up and throw away 

her crutches. She did so, and walked towards him, to the apparent 

astonishment of all present. One who was watching the scene had 

attended one of the man’s previous rallies. Suddenly he exclaimed: 

“It’s the same woman! I saw her at --------”  

 

6. Wilful self-deception under the influence of the movement leads 

to blatant immorality. 

After receiving an ‘immediate revelation’ or ‘word from the Lord,’ 

two young couples agreed to ‘swap’ wives, thereby breaching the 

7
th

 commandment – “Thou shalt not commit adultery” – and 

incurring the wrath of God. 
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7. The power of Charismaticism leads to the most absurd 

perversions of Holy Scripture. 

Concerned by reports, a person of our acquaintance attended a 

certain meeting in ----------. Stepping among the prostrate bodies, 

and amidst dog-like barking and lion-like roaring, she stumbled on 

her own G.P. “What are you doing here?” she asked. “I’m just 

waking up from sleeping in Jesus,” he replied. Did he not know 

that sleeping in Jesus refers to the believing dead dying in the 

Lord? Minutes later she met her own pastor, running on the spot. 

“I’m fulfilling the Scripture,” he announced cheerily, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Gospel of peace.” 

Can we wonder that worldly folk are disgusted with the Christian 

Church for condoning these things? 

 

Such abominations are being replicated in many churches, and in 

the name of the Spirit of God. We say nothing of deafening 

amplified guitar music, mantra-like choruses, bleary-eyed stupor 

induced by the atmosphere, open-ness to interruptions such as 

‘Praise the Lord,’ ‘Allelujah,’ testimonies, prophesyings, tongue-

speaking, interpretations, and shared revelations – all in the name 

of the ‘freedom in the Spirit.’ Have Charismatics never read: “Let 

all things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14.40)? or 

“I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me.” (Leviticus 10.3)? 

Do they not know how to approach the Holy One of Israel with 

reverence and godly fear? 

 

Dear friend, wherever the Lord has placed you, expose, condemn 

and discourage others from engaging in these Satanic phenomena. 

They have already deluded many souls and ruined many churches. 

 

And pray that all who are under their malign influence may be 

delivered, to the glory of God and the salvation of their precious 

souls. 

 

 

 

Page 40



Peace and Truth: 2011:2

Book Reviews 
  

Banner of Truth 

Life of John Milne of Perth – Horatius Bonar. £14.00. 464pp. 

Hdbk. ISBN 978-085-151-9616. 

This is a quite superb book! Although now little known, John 

Milne was a leading figure among the many outstanding men who 

led the work of the Free Church of Scotland after the Disruption of 

1843. Milne spent all his Scottish ministry in the town of Perth, 

but also lived for four years as minister of the Free Church 

congregation in Calcutta, India. There are marvelous accounts of 

revival (1839 and 1859/60) and also of faithfulness to the Gospel 

in times when such blessing is absent. The Gospel drove his every 

action. Bonar was a personal friend of Milne over many years, so 

is able to paint a fully rounded portrait of the public and private 

man. This allows the reader great insight into the cost of his 

selfless ministry, particularly in terms of his health. 

As with many 19
th

 century biographies, a great use is made of 

letters and journal entries. These show a man with a single-minded 

desire to serve the Lord whatever the cost. However, they also 

show a man touched deeply by personal tragedy in the loss of wife 

and children. 

The Banner of Truth has placed the 21
st
 century Church in its debt 

by republishing this excellent work. It should be our prayer that 

God would raise up more men of the stamp of Milne in our 

generation. Highly recommended.                         Malcolm Lowrie 

Catholicism: East of Eden – Richard Bennett. £8.50. 336pp. Pbk. 

ISBN 978-1848-710-832. 

As a former Roman Catholic priest, Richard Bennett has first-hand 

experience of the Church of Rome, and learned Roman Catholic 

theology from Roman Catholics. He is therefore qualified to 

present an insider’s view of Rome. This is the great strength of the 

book. Bennett is able to see through the smoke-screen Rome has 

erected, and through the confusion of ecumenical statements that 

are all give on the Protestant side and all take on the Roman side. 

The book is strongest as a personal testimony with theological 
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reflection. Richard Bennett’s expertise and personal experience are 

obvious in his treatment of Roman Catholic theology and practice. 

He confines himself largely to quoting from Roman Catholic 

authoritative sources, another of the book’s strengths. 

On the other hand, the book has a very serious weakness. In 

writing about the history of the papacy, Bennett is outside his 

sphere of expertise, for he relies almost entirely on 19
th

 century 

popular works that have since been superseded. This is particularly 

true of his treatment of certain medieval groups which 19
th

 century 

Protestant writers assumed were evangelical, but which more 

recent discoveries have shown were not. 

A second fault of the book is Mr. Bennett’s attempt to be too 

comprehensive. Rather than dealing with the central errors of 

Romanism, he tries to deal in less than 350 pages with every 

perceived error of Rome. This leads occasionally to very weak 

arguments, such as that on page 143, where he unnecessarily 

opposes Rome’s use of the word ‘Victim’ to describe Christ 

crucified. ‘Victim,’ as used in a sacrifice is a technical term and 

does not necessarily convey the idea of a weak person being 

victimized. [Augustine uses it in this sense to excellent effect. He 

says that Christ was Victor because Victim. That is, by His death 

He slew death. Ed.] Such points sadly weaken the impact of the 

work. 

There is much here that the reader will appreciate, but to remove 

or revise the ‘historical’ treatment of pre-Reformation times, and 

to concentrate on Rome’s central errors, would greatly improve the 

work.                                                               Gervase N. Charmley 

The Life of Charles Hodge – A. A. Hodge. 655pp. £17.00.      

Hdbk. ISBN 9781-84871-090-0. 

This is a difficult book to review. Its subject was certainly an 

outstanding Reformed theologian and teacher. His son was also, 

though less clear in his language and more academic in his writing. 

In the biography (and part autobiography) there is neither filial 

‘indulgence’ nor adulation. Yet the whole needed to be abridged, 

not so much to suit the ‘fast food’ generation of today’s readers, 

but to cut out unedifying references to the subject’s tastes in 

painting, etc, and his encounters with German neologians, whose 
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rationalistic attempts to destroy the Word of God brought such 

harm to the Church. (I was very impressed by Archibald 

Alexander’s repeated pleas to the young Hodge to avoid like the 

plague this poisonous teaching.) His letters, scattered throughout 

the account, are more interesting than spiritually edifying (not to 

be compared, for example, with those of Alleine, Newton and 

Romaine). Warfield’s tribute to Hodge at the close of the book is 

both affectionate and just. Altogether he emerges as a most 

gracious, lovable Christian gentleman, of the kind that is almost 

extinct today. Read it, by all means, but read his Systematic 

Theology and Commentaries, which are far better.                J.M.B. 

                                                          

Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna, Irenaus of Lyons – three 

different titles by Sinclair B. Ferguson. Illustrated by Alison 

Brown. 40pp and £8.00 each. Papercase. ISBN 9781-84871-093-

(1,4 &8 respectively). 

These three books are the first in a new series for children – 

‘Heroes of the Faith.’ They are beautifully produced, with striking, 

full-colour illustrations. Each volume introduces a figure from 

Church history. Ferguson presents a great deal of information on 

each, while retaining a clear Gospel focus. The books are each 

presented in ‘story’ form, rather than as a reference work, though 

this is most successful in the Polycarp volume. However, it is 

difficult to judge which age group the books are aimed at, as the 

content is beyond small children who usually enjoy picture books. 

They may prove a useful tool for home educators, Christian 

schools or those who prepare talks for children. Families too may 

find them ideal for using together.                            Miriam Lowrie 

A Reformation Guide to Scripture. 128pp. £5.50. Pbk. ISBN 978-

1-84871-091-7. 

This work is published to mark the 450
th

 anniversary of the 

Geneva Bible in 1560. One reason for this Bible’s popularity was 

the number of study aids it provided, including introductions to 

each book; this is a collection of those introductions. The majority 

are no more than a page and a half long, so the reader is given a 

brief overview of the whole Bible. Also included is the translator’s 

letter to Queen Elizabeth and brethren in England, Scotland and 
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Ireland. We are particularly shown in the Old Testament how each 

book points to Christ. This is a useful book, warmly commended.                  

                                                                                        Chris Banks 

Prayers on the Psalms. 148pp. £3.25. Pbk. ISBN 978-1-84871-

095-5. 

This little book is another in the Pocket Puritan series. The 

Scottish Psalter of 1595 was unique in that it contained a series of 

prayers on the Psalms; these are reproduced here in a slightly 

updated form. It also includes an introduction, bibliography, and a 

note on the imprecatory psalms, those that call on God to punish 

His enemies. (Three rules for their interpretation are given).The 

French author of these prayers was a Huguenot who was executed 

for his Protestant convictions. As many Scotsmen experienced 

times of persecution soon after the publication of this Psalter, 

much comfort would have been drawn from it. The book is useful 

for private devotions, but it would have been good to see the 

Psalms included too.                                                      Chris Banks 

 

Westminster Conference 

Calvin, Geneva and Revival – Papers read at the 2009 Westminster 

Conference. £5.95. 143pp. Pbk. No ISBN. 

2009 saw three significant anniversaries: the 500
th

 anniversary of 

the birth of John Calvin, the 150
th

 anniversary of the 1859 revivals, 

and the 150
th

 anniversary of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species. 

In attempting to cover all three, the Westminster Conference gives 

Calvin the lion’s share of attention (3 out of 6 papers); the 1859 

revivals and Darwin have 1 paper each. The final paper, on the 

Moravians and mission, is a welcome addition, though unrelated to 

the other subjects. 

While the Calvin papers are good, the best papers in this collection 

are probably those on Darwin and the Moravians. In ‘Darwin 

Before and After’ Ken Brownell deals with the Evangelical and 

Reformed response to Darwin through the lens of the Princeton 

theologians. Carefully researched, the paper is marred only by the 

persistent misprint of ‘Garfield’ for ‘Warfield.’ The paper on the 

Moravians is utterly honest. The question Bruce Jenkins may be 

said to be answering here is “What are we to make of the 
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Moravians?” It is a very important question, and he refuses to 

gloss over the extravagances of their teaching. Once again the 

Westminster Conference has given us thoughtful theological 

reflection on carefully researched history.      Gervase N. Charmley 

 

Evangelical Press 

The following E.P. titles arrived too late to send out to our regular 

reviewers before this issue went to the printers. (Ed) 

Firm in the Faith Denis D. Hustedt. 240pp. £8.99. Pbk. ISBN 

97808-5234-737-9. 

Based on a modern version of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

this 52-week study course reminds us of the great value of 

catechizing and memorizing Scripture (in this case, the English 

Standard Version). Had the author adhered to a simple layout, it 

would be suitable for teenagers. But it attempts too much: 

catechism questions and answers, Bible readings for each day, a 

memory verse for each week, and a section entitled ‘Action’ (word 

puzzles, crosswords, anecdotes, choruses, etc). (pages 1-124) This 

first section is spoilt by having a photograph of the same athlete on 

each left page, and a barely visible photograph of other athletes on 

each right page. Then (pages 125-238) comes another section of 

‘Answers and Explanations.’ Perhaps the book is designed to 

appeal to the quick, ‘scatty’ mind of some of today’s young 

people; but I cannot endorse one back cover advocate’s remark 

that he knows of no better introduction to the Catechism and the 

Reformed Faith.                                                                      J.M.B. 

Gospel Clarity – William B. Barcley with Ligon Duncan. 190pp. 

£8.99. Pbk. ISBN 97808-5234-733-1. 

This new challenge to Tom Wright’s New Perspective on Paul is 

most welcome, not least for the straightforward and readable way 

in which it sifts the bishop’s false views without unnecessary 

complications and combats them from a faithful reading of Holy 

Scripture on Justification and the Righteousness of God. The 

conclusion of the whole matter is that Paul was not battling against 

Jewish legalism at all, but was setting out God’s only way of 

salvation. This is Gospel clarity at its best.                             J.M.B. 
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The Doctrine and Practice of Holiness – Erroll Hulse. 368pp. 

£9.99. Pbk. ISBN 97808-5234-739-4. 

This solid study draws copiously on the author’s reading of past 

Reformed authors, and refers to some of the best treatments of the 

subject by both Puritan and modern writers. Its 24 short, readable 

chapters summarize the Biblical teaching well. Interspersed 

between each chapter is a ‘window’ offering references to 

excellent Reformed theologians (e.g. John Murray and Wilhelmus 

à Brakel) and summaries of related topics (e.g. Holiness according 

to James, Holiness and Roman Catholics and The Perseverance of 

the Saints). These are very useful additions to the main text. 

References to the original Hebrew and Greek are minimal and easy 

to understand. I quibble at the term ‘Saint Teresa,’ and could wish 

for less emphasis on ‘the local church.’ But these are minor 

blemishes in an otherwise very useful book.                          J.M.B. 

Why the Cross? – John Blanchard. 48pp. £1.25. Pbk. ISBN 97808-

5234-738-6. 

Dealing plainly and directly with the most important of subjects, 

this beautifully illustrated and well-written booklet is admirable 

for handing to unbelievers as well as to young people in Christian 

homes and schools. An element of deception appears in the 

author’s description of his passing through the old Checkpoint 

Charlie, and his ‘apology’ for using the symbol of the cross 

contradicts his condemnation of its ‘sanitization.’ The body of the 

booklet, however, is fine, and I warmly recommend it.         J.M.B.                

The Fruit of the Spirit – J.V.Fesko. 80pp. £4.50. Pbk. ISBN 

97808-5234-736-2. 

Rather than being an exposition of Galatians 5.22-23 (except 

through pages 55-65), which the title suggests, this very attractive 

book places practical godliness within the whole Biblical context 

of living in the Spirit, in both Old and New Testament 

dispensations. In simple terms, the author explores godliness in 

relation to adherence to the Bible, faithfulness in prayer and using 

the sacraments, and in close communion with our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Thankfully, the author says nothing about those 

excrescences that nowadays pass for the Spirit’s work in many 

circles. However, his study prompts us to ask ourselves whether 
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we bear those fruits of holiness that make us easily distinguishable 

from those who live only for this world. I fear many will one day 

wish they had never professed Christ, or even been born.     J.M.B.              

 

………………………………… 

 

In closing this quarter’s reviews, I wish to say that we would be 

happier if, in advertising its new publications, the Banner of 

Truth would not use such language as being ‘blown away’ by 

Stephen Charnock, who is described as ‘that guy.’ If this 

terminology appeals to some, as our beautiful English language 

becomes more and more debased, we prefer to see true Christian 

language employed, such as ‘edified’ and ‘this fine theologian.’ If 

we would not speak in this way to a man’s face, we should not do 

so in our writing or speaking ‘behind his back.’ 

………………………………….. 

 

 Pamphlets: Free to Subscribers 

(A5 s.a.e. £1.30 postage) 

Was the Reformation Necessary? – Graham Bidston 

The Centrality of the Cross – Samuel Champion 

Shall Everyone Be Saved? – John Brentnall 

The Pardon of Sin – Archibald Cook 

Justification – James Battersby 

Christ the Only Mediator – John Flavel 

God’s Purpose of Grace – William S Plumer 

An Accomplished Redemption – W J Grier 

Augustine and Prayer – John Brentnall 

……………………………… 
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Tapes and CD's of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”
Christ Alone ‑ Charles Sleeman. Haslemere
Particular Redemption ‑ Malcolm Watts
*The Imputation of Adam's sin to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas, Aberystwyth 
*The Imputation of our sin to Christ ‑ Geoffrey Thomas
The Imputation of Christ's righteousness to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas 
*The Person, Priesthood and Protection of Jesus Christ (John 18) 
   ‑ Abraham Thomas
The Blessed Consequences of Justification by Faith 
  ‑ Malcolm Jones,, Maesycymmer
Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)
Romans 9 by Clifford Parsons of Portsmouth
*The Life and Work of John Calvin by Gervase Charmley
*The Meaning of "All Israel" by Don Underwood of London
*Such A Great Salvation by Winston Saunders of Selhurst
*What Christ will do ‑ and how by Neil Pfeiffer
‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, ‑3 tapes 
by Mark Johnston
Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk
Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley
God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1‑9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury
The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead
Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland
Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London
*Omnipresence and You, by Keith Hoare of Herne Bay
*Omniscience, by Paul Relf of Chatham
*Omnipotence ‑ Something Understood, by Graham Thrussell of West Sussex
*Jacob's Ladder ‑ Dafydd Morris of Wales
*God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility ‑ Gary Brady of London
*God's Full Sovereignty, our Full Salvation ‑ Timothy Burden of Eastbourne
*The Unchanging Gospel ‑ Jeremy Walker of Crawley
*John 1:17 ‑ John Saunders of Chichester (AGM 2009 Evening Sermon)
*Our Reasonable Service, Romans 12:1 by Alun Higham of Cardiff
*Romans 16 by John Saunders of Chichester
*The Flood: The creation of a New world by Stephen Lloyd of Gravesend

Tapes previously advertised are still available.    Addresses marked* are also available on CD

Page 48


