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Sovereign Grace Union: Doctrinal Basis
The Holy Scriptures
 The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally given, as the 

inspired and infallible and inerrant Word of God, and as the sole, supreme, 
and all-sufficient authority in every matter of Christian faith and practice.

The Trinity
 One living and true God, Sovereign in creation, providence and redemption, 

subsisting in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – the 
same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ
 The Eternal Sonship and the essential, absolute, and eternal Deity, and true 

and sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth, death, and 
burial; His physical resurrection and ascension into heaven, and His coming 
again in power and glory.

The Holy Spirit
 The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, through Whom the sinner is born 

again to saving repentance and faith, and by Whom the saints are sanctified 
through the truth.

The Fall of Man
 The fall of mankind in Adam, by which they have totally lost their original 

righteousness and holiness, and have come under the righteous condemna-
tion of God.

Unconditional Election
 The personal and unconditional election in Christ of a multitude which no 

man can number unto everlasting salvation, out of God's pure grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith or good works in them.

Particular Redemption
 The personal and eternal redemption from all sin and the penal consequence 

thereof, of all God's elect, by the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Effectual Calling
 The effectual calling of all the elect by the irresistible grace of God.

Justification
 The justification of sinners by faith alone, through the atoning death and 

resurrection and imputed righteousness of Christ.

Final Perseverance
 The final perseverance in the state of grace of all those who have been 

elected by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit, so that they shall never perish but have eternal life.

 In reference to the above, consult the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, 
the Westminster Confession, the Savoy Declaration and the 1689 Baptist 
Confession of Faith.
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Guest Editorial 
[The following edited Guest Editorial appears by kind permission 
of its author, Mr. Tim Martin, editor of the Gospel Advocate, a 
magazine we warmly recommend. It doubtless echoes the thoughts 
of many of our readers. May the Lord bless it to us all. Ed.] 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, her 
Crown Dependencies, and her Commonwealth of Nations, along 
with an assortment of ‘anglophiles,’ lovers of monarchy and pomp 
right across the globe, have recently celebrated an event most rare: 
our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee! Her Majesty is now the most 
famous woman in the world, and in the midst of a wholesale slide 
into moral decadence she has never failed to maintain a most 
becoming dignity and a hard-working loyalty to her high calling. 
Elizabeth II has truly sought to follow in the footsteps of her late 
dear father, whose example was an inspiration to many. This most 
reluctant of monarchs became the best king a country could wish 
for in those dark days of World War II, and devoted his life to the 
welfare of his people. King George VI ‘feared God above many,’ 
crowning Christ as a royal master in his own life. [Though we 
disapprove of crucifixes, Ed] it is reported that he once pointed his 
little ‘Lizabet’ to a painting of ‘Christ on the cross,’ with the 
words: “There’s the true King”? [When ‘Lizabet’ was a girl, an old 
lady in the Scottish Highlands remarked: “That young lassie will 
pass through troubled times. We must pray for her.” I sent this 
message to Her Majesty, who replied with warm appreciation. Ed.] 

Various ‘give-away’ hints about our Queen’s private life bring 
uplifting thoughts to the remnant of true believers in our land 
today. Valets speak of the open Scriptures by her side every 
morning. [She was also most kind to a believer who was on her 
Buckingham Palace staff, frequently sending him valuable gifts 
during his prolonged, then terminal illness. On one occasion, 
Prince Charles himself with an entourage of Daimlers drew up at 
his house in Bakewell, Derbyshire, to enquire how he was and to 
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present him with royal plate.] Perhaps Christians do not fully grasp 
the way the Lord has answered their prayer: “God save our 
gracious queen, long live our noble queen.” 

Britain has witnessed only one other Diamond Jubilee, 115 years 
ago, when Queen Victoria celebrated 60 years on the throne. But 
what a different scene was witnessed in 1897! These ‘off-shore’ 
islands then ruled the largest empire the world had ever known. 
Britain was a ‘Christian’ country. The overwhelming majority of 
its inhabitants accepted Christianity as the true religion and the 
Ten Commandments as the rule for their life. Sunday was largely 
kept as ‘the Christian Sabbath,’ and almost half the population 
were church- or chapel-goers. Many children attended Sunday 
School, and the Bible was a book known, read, respected and 
memorized. Many of our churches and chapels were still ‘packed 
to the rafters’ with well-taught saints and earnest seekers after 
God. In many parts of the land you would find a spiritual ‘culture’ 
the infrastructure of which has now almost vanished.  
Such reflections may be depressing when we reflect on the largely 
heathen Britain of 2012. Nevertheless, the Biblical concept of 
Jubilee holds out a hope beyond man’s wildest dreams. Our 
keeping of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, is, of course, an 
extension of the Biblical Jubilee of fifty years. 

What does the Biblical Jubilee teach us? 
I. Firstly, there is A Sovereign Proclamation.
In Leviticus (which contains more of the Lord’s direct speech than 
any other book of the Bible) God speaks with the voice of a 
trumpet! [Significantly, on the Day of Atonement. Ed.] The 
Hebrew word ‘teruwah’ which we translate as ‘jubilee’ is 
onomatopaeic, sounding like the ‘tara, tara’ clarion call that the 
trumpet makes. It is a royal proclamation from the King of kings. 
Let all keep silence and hear His voice, for “where the word of a 
king is, there is power.” (Ecclesiastes 8.4) That awesome sound is 
irresistible, separating sinner from saint, spoken through His 
Eternal Son, Himself ‘the Word,’ from whose mouth strikes that 
sharp two-edged sword that is to one “the savour of life unto life” 
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but to another “the savour of death unto death.” (Revelation 1.16; 
2 Corinthians 2.16) The Jubilee trumpet might mean one of two 
things for every Israelite who heard it: it was either the worst or 
the best news he would ever hear! 
II. Secondly, there is A Sweet Promise.
The Jubilee year was a tremendous year for the poor and 
downtrodden, for slaves and debtors, but it was a terrible year for 
proud oppressors and profiteers. Why? Because it was a ‘return to 
as you were fifty years ago.’ When Israel entered the Land of 
Promise it was a case of ‘fair shares for all.’ But the crafty and 
strong took advantage over the weak and simple. So in His 
kindness God ordered the clock to go back half a century. 
Whatever one had lost was now returned. Debts were discharged, 
slaves were set free, and forfeited family lands were re-possessed. 
It was the divine way of righting many wrongs, long before the 
modern ‘Welfare State’ was created! 

The Jubilee has a powerful message to us.  
1. Comfort 
Thoughts of the Biblical Jubilee comfort the hearts of God’s 
people as they wait for the Second Coming of Christ their Saviour. 
Without His renewing, things are bound to grow worse and worse, 
just as an unattended building deteriorates through the attrition of 
winters and the wanton assaults of rioters. So the Bride of Christ 
waits for her beloved Bridegroom: 
‘Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, How long?’ 
Samuel Rutherford paints a poignant picture of the waiting church 
in the form of a sailor’s wife longing for her husband’s return from 
sea, “sick of love for union. The wife of youth, that wants her 
husband some years, and expects he shall return to her from over-
sea lands, is often on the shore; every ship coming near shore is 
her new joy; her heart loves the wind that shall bring him home. 
She asks at every passenger news: ‘Oh! Saw ye my husband? 
What is he doing? When shall he come? Is he shipped for a 
return?’ Every ship that carrieth not her husband is the breaking 
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of her heart.” Rutherford knew what long watchings were, nursing 
his first wife through her long dying agonies. 
 “Faith is with child of love,” he says elsewhere. The frail woman 
in labour grows weaker and weaker with pain and exhaustion. Will 
both mother and child be lost at last? 
Our text tells us that the answer is ‘No!’ “The land shall not be 
sold forever.” (Leviticus 25.23) It may seem that all is lost. By the 
rivers of Babylon the remnant of Israel sat down almost in despair 
when they remembered Zion. (Psalm 137.1) Little did they realize 
that from that lowest point a way would be made for their 
restoration and return. Their long night of weeping would end in 
joys undreamt of. That is Jubilee!
Moreover, there is a set time involved in a jubilee. It is precise, 
just as the set time to favour Zion had come after 70 years in 
Babylon had expired, and the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. The 
suffering church at Smyrna was told that her tribulation would be 
limited to ‘ten days.’ (Revelation 2.10) 
There is yet further consolation from the idea of Jubilee, in that the 
poor Israelites appeared to have suffered irretrievable loss. It is 
amazing how rapid spiritual decline can be when the Lord removes 
His hand. From the glory days of Solomon’s reign to the empty 
gloom of Elijah’s day was little over half a century! Israel’s 
experience has repeated itself in Gentile ‘Christendom.’ The sense 
of loss strikes home in various painful ways. One can recall a huge 
Nonconformist chapel filled to capacity, when today a mere 
handful of believers gather in a house to worship God. Surely, 
many churches can say with Naomi: “I went out full, and the Lord 
hath brought me home again empty.” (Ruth 1.21) Moses too 
speaks for many when he prays: “Make us glad according to the 
days wherein Thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we 
have seen evil.” (Psalm 90.15) 
How stupendous then is the promise: “I will restore unto you the 
years which the locust hath eaten.” (Joel 2.25) Can God retrieve 
for the future what we have lost during the past? The Jubilee says 
He can! “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18.14) 
Read through the Book of Ruth again, and see what the Lord did 
for Naomi. What consolation! What restoration!  
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So too for us a Kinsman-Redeemer is at hand, already having 
purchased us with His own precious blood, now preparing a 
blessed paradise for His people, and able and willing to restore all 
the goodness that we think we have lost forever!  

2. Confounding 
But we cannot leave our subject without noticing the confounding
of all the evil works that the Jubilee year brings. All the injustice 
and villainy that had been maturing over the years is suddenly cut 
down and destroyed! This is what Asaph saw when he went into 
God’s presence and saw the end of the wicked he had foolishly 
envied. (Psalm 73.17-20) And what a warning this is to sinners 
who, like the rich man in the parable, have all their good in this 
life! (Luke 16.25) Think of all the plans and preparations of Satan 
and his legions, when they shall hear the dreadful trumpet of their 
doom. Just as Satan could do nothing against the Word in the 
wilderness, so he shall surely fall at the word of Christ on the Last 
Day. “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” (Psalm 
119.89) We may cry to God: “It is time for thee to work, for they 
have made void thy law.” (Psalm 119.126) Yet the Word of our 
God can never be erased. It shall triumph in the end. 

3. Admonition 
Finally, there is a word of Admonition. 
It is God’s land, not ours! In the Hebrew original, the word 
‘strangers’ carries the meaning of ‘guests’ – guests who are 
invited to make themselves at home, but who must not become too 
comfortable! We are ‘sojourners here. Soon we must say: 
“Goodbye” to it all. (1 Chronicles 29.15) Yet, our earthly loss will 
be our heavenly gain. Absent from the body, we are present with 
the Lord. The last two words of Leviticus 25.23 are “with me.” We 
are promised the abiding presence of the one who says: “Lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28.20) 
and “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13.5), so 
that, whatever our lot in this world, we shall live with the king for 
his work. (1 Chronicles 4.23) Amen.  
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Miso-Calvinism 
Introduction 
The prefix ‘miso’, found in such words as ‘misogamy’ = ‘hatred of 
marriage’, ‘misogynist’ = ‘woman-hater’, and ‘misology’ = ‘hater 
of knowledge’, means ‘hatred’ or ‘hater.’ It is applicable to 
Calvinism; hence our title ‘Miso-Calvinism.’ It refers either to 
hatred of John Calvin the man or hatred of Calvinism as a system 
of doctrine. Let us briefly consider each reference. 

Hatred of Calvin the Man
Few men in the history of the Church have been more maligned 
than John Calvin. By the malice of Satan three myths in particular 
have poisoned people’s minds against him: that he was the Pope of 
Geneva, that he was obsessed by Predestination, and that he sent 
Servetus to the stake. Hence the common caricature of him as the 
Protestant Grand Inquisitor; the coldly logical dogmatician; and 
the most morose, loveless and unlovable of beings. 

The flames of this Miso-Calvinism were vigorously fanned during 
Calvin’s own generation. When in 1551 the canons of Calvin’s 
home-town cathedral of Noyon heard a report of his death (thirteen 
years prematurely!), they gave special thanks to God for removing 
the arch-heretic from their midst. Soon after his death the apostate 
Bolsec scurrilously described him as an imperious, ill-tempered 
Bogomil, a drunkard, an adulterer and a homosexual whose 
chronic illnesses (i.e. ‘being eaten by lice and vermin all over his 
body’!) were God’s just punishment for his heresy and immorality! 

Later Miso-Calvinists did nothing to dispel the hatred. Nineteenth 
century Liberals very liberally described him in typically chilling 
Victorian melodramatic terms as ‘The Great Black Phantom’, 
sombre, glacial and devoid of all tender feelings. Carew Hunt’s 
‘biography’ of the 1930’s merely re-invoked the old spectre. Even 
today, when more facts about Calvin are available to the public 
than ever before, certain disenchanted Anabaptist ‘Stepchildren of 
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the Reformation’ visit his famous statue in Geneva and hurl eggs 
at the dour despot who glares down at them from his lofty stone 
pedestal. (Alexandre Ganoczy, a Roman Catholic biographer of 
the Reformer, is by contrast very fair in his treatment of him.) 

How should we Calvinists respond to such deep-rooted hatred? 
Not by becoming Calvinolaters. God forbids the worship of men. 
What then should be our response? We suggest the following 
course of action: 
1. Let us read Calvin for ourselves. His Institutes, Commentaries, 
Letters, Lectures and Sermons are all available to us. There is no 
substitute for primary sources, even in translation. 
2. Let us read such biographies of the Reformer as Beza’s, Dyer’s, 
Bungener’s, Henry’s, Wendel’s, Stickelberger’s, Cadier’s, 
Parker’s, and Selderhuis’, and the many titles now in print on 
various aspects of Calvin’s teaching. 
3. Let us remind ourselves that God forbids all evil speaking about 
our neighbour, dead or alive. (Exodus 20:16; Titus 3:2) 
4. Let us beware of giving to a sinful man the honour that belongs 
to God only. (Jeremiah 9:23-24; Hebrews 3:3; 1 John 5:21) 
5. Let us, in harmony with Psalm 44 and Hebrews 11, recall, 
appreciate and be thankful for all the men and women of God who 
have adorned his Church with faithful, God-honouring lives. 
Such a man was John Calvin. He was not the Pope of Geneva; he 
was not obsessed by Predestination; and he did not send Servetus 
to the stake. On the contrary, he was one of the most prayerful and 
sensitive servants of Christ the Church has ever seen. Not only did 
Geneva under his pastoral guidance become “the most perfect 
school of Christ since the days of the apostles”(John Knox); not 
only did he bequeath to the Church the finest defence of the 
Reformed Faith and the soundest Biblical Commentaries of his 
age; not only was his life a total sacrifice to God and his death a 
model of resignation to God’s will; his wholesome influence has 
been diffused into every corner of the earth. How apt was 
Theodore Beza’s remark when his dear friend in Christ died: 
“Now is life less sweet, and death less bitter.” 
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Let us then follow Calvin only as far as he followed Christ. Let us 
pray for his zeal to serve our generation as he did his. Let us seek 
to reform the Church till it reflects ‘the pattern shown us in the 
mount’. Let us seek grace to subject our stubborn wills and 
indolent hearts to God instead of to pleasing ourselves. Let us seek 
to live a righteous life and prepare to die a righteous death. Let us 
be found, as Calvin was, looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our faith. This will do more under God’s blessing to 
honour the Saviour, benefit others and comfort ourselves than any 
amount of either Miso-Calvinism or Calvinolatry. 

Hatred of Calvinism as a System of Doctrine 
Besides hatred of the man, there is also hatred of his doctrine. An 
old Sovereign Grace Union pamphlet quotes the then Bishop of 
London (in 1916) as saying: “Nothing has done more harm to the 
religion of the world than the mischievous misrepresentation of 
Christianity known as Calvinism.”  
This hateful sentiment echoes down the corridors of history. From 
the time of the persecutor Archbishop Laud, anti-Calvinism in 
some form or other has prevailed in the Church of England, 
despite Toplady’s sterling vindication of it as the true doctrine of 
Anglicanism. Episcopius, the staunch Dutch defender of Arminius, 
and John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, were strong 
denouncers of Calvinistic doctrine. Putting his unsanctified reason 
before faith in Ephesians 1 and Romans 9, Wesley rejected belief 
in predestination outright. He even described the Cornish cleric 
Thomas Vivian as having “fallen into the pit of the decrees.” In 
1785, John Pawson, an itinerant Methodist preacher, wrote 
concerning the town of Ayr: “I hope a door is opened in that place 
which the Calvinistic devil who reigns in Scotland will not be able 
to shut again.”  

On behalf of the Sovereign Grace Union, J. P. Wiles replied to the 
Bishop of London by stating Calvin’s teaching on five topics – the 
Authority of Scripture, the Fall of Man, Predestination, Good 
Works and the Preaching of the Gospel. Here is a sample of his 
quotations from Calvin’s Institutes:
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a. The Authority of Scripture 
‘Let this be a settled point, that those who are inwardly taught by 
the Holy Spirit rely firmly upon Scripture, and that Scripture is to 
be trusted for its own sake . . . We ask not for arguments or 
probabilities on which to rest our judgment, but subject our 
judgment and our intellect to it as to something above all the risks 
of human calculation.’ (I.7.5.) 
b. The Fall of Man 
‘The only explanation that can be given of the saying “in Adam all 
died” is that by sinning he brought disaster and ruin not only on 
himself, but also plunged our nature into similar destruction . . . 
the nature there referred to is not nature as created by God, but 
nature as corrupted by Adam, for it would be absurd to make God 
the author of death.’ (II.1.6.) 
c. Predestination 
‘To seek after any other knowledge of predestination than that 
which is unfolded in the Word of God is as mad as desiring to 
walk where there is no path, or to see in the dark. Let us not be 
ashamed to be ignorant, where ignorance is learning. By 
predestination we mean the eternal decree of God whereby He 
determined with Himself what He willed to happen concerning 
every man.’ (III.21.2 & 5.) ‘When Paul teaches that we were 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, he shows that 
no regard is paid to our own worth.’ (III.22.1.)  
d. Good Works 
‘Doctrine is not an affair of the tongue, but of the life. Doctrine 
must be distilled into the heart and pass into the conduct, and so 
transform us as not to remain fruitless.’ (III.6.4.) 
e. The Preaching of the Gospel 
‘All men are called by external preaching to repentance and faith, 
and yet the spirit of repentance and faith is not given to all. 
Although the voice of the Gospel is addressed generally to all, yet 
the gift of faith is rare. Isaiah assigns the cause: the arm of the 
Lord is not revealed to all.’ (III.22.10.) ‘Because we know not who 
is elected, it becomes us to feel a desire that all may be saved. 
Thus we shall wish to make everyone whom we meet a partaker of 
peace.’ (III.23.14.) 
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Wiles next appeals to the effect of Paul’s missionary labours on  
European history (“for Paul taught the truths which men call 
Calvinistic”), adding: where would Europe be without “Luther and 
Calvin” and the Reformation? Where would Britain be without 
“Wycliffe and Knox”? Where would England be without “Oliver 
Cromwell and William of Orange”? 
He also cites an anecdote recorded by Toplady: 
‘The late Lord Bolingbroke was one day reading in Calvin’s 
Institutes. A clergyman of his lordship’s acquaintance, coming on 
a visit, Lord Bolingbroke said to him: “You have caught me 
reading John Calvin. He was indeed a man of great parts, profound 
sense, and vast learning. He handles the doctrines of grace in a 
very masterly manner.” 
“Doctrines of grace,” replied the clergyman, “the doctrines of 
grace have set all mankind together by the ears.” 
”I am surprised to hear you say so,” replied Lord Bolingbroke. 
“You who profess to believe and preach Christianity, these 
doctrines are certainly the doctrines of the Bible; and if I believe 
the Bible, I must believe them. And let me seriously tell you, that 
the greatest miracle in the world is the subsistence of Christianity, 
and its continual preservation as a religion, when the preaching of 
it is committed to the care of such unchristian wretches as you.” 
This anecdote he follows up with a few quotations from a lecture 
on Calvinism delivered in 1871 by James Anthony Froude, 
historian and Rector of St. Andrews University: “I am going to ask 
you to consider how it came to pass that if Calvinism is indeed the 
hard and unreasonable creed which modern enlightenment declares 
it to be, it has possessed such singular attractions in past times for 
some of the greatest men that ever lived.” Froude then refers to 
William the Silent, Luther, Knox, Melville, the Regent Murray, 
Coligny, Cromwell, Milton, and Bunyan. “These were men,” he 
continues, “possessed of all the qualities which give nobility and 
grandeur to human nature . . . The practical effect of a belief is the 
real test of its soundness.” 
He continues: “Calvinism, as it existed at Geneva, and as it 
endeavoured to be wherever it took root for a century and a half 
after him, was not a system of opinion, but an attempt to make the 

Page 11



Peace and Truth: 2012:3

will of God, as revealed in the Bible, an authoritative guide for 
social as well as personal direction . . . The [Roman] Catholics 
chose to add to their already incredible creed, that they were 
entitled to hang and burn those who differed from them; and in this 
quarrel the Calvinists, Bible in hand, appealed to the God of 
Battles . . . They attracted to their ranks almost every man in 
western Europe who ‘hated a lie’ . . . Whatever exists at this 
moment in England and Scotland of conscientious fear of doing 
evil is the remnant of the convictions which were branded by the 
Calvinists into people’s hearts.” 

Despite the dreadful apostasy that has overtaken us since Wiles 
wrote, his closing words are as relevant today as they were in his 
day. Caricatures of both Calvin and Calvinism are “contradicted 
by the Voice of true Calvinism, by the Voice of History, and by 
the Voice of God. For my own part, I am persuaded that so long as 
we hold that the authority of Scripture is supreme, the fall of man a 
reality, the grace of God sovereign and free, the fruit thereof good 
works, and the Gospel a call to be preached to every creature under 
heaven, we shall not stray from the path marked out by Christ and 
His apostles. We shall acknowledge God’s sovereignty without 
drifting into fatalism, we shall serve Him acceptably in our day 
and generation, and we shall do our little part towards handing on 
the torch of truth to generations yet to come.”  

…………………………………. 

Book Allocation 

In keeping with the stated aims of the Union, the Committee has 
agreed to allocate books setting forth the doctrines of grace to 
students who are being called to minister to the churches. Already 
several batches of books have been distributed both at home and 
abroad. Anyone wishing to benefit by this grant of books should 
apply in writing or e-mail to the Treasurer, whose name and 
address may be found inside the front cover of Peace and Truth. 
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The Pursuit of Holiness 

(1) Biblical Standards of Holiness 

The Word of God places before us four perfect models of holiness: 
God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and the Moral 
Law. These are the standards of holiness we should pursue. 

The Holiness of God 
God is described in Scripture as holy (Revelation 4.8), the Holy 
One (2 Kings 19.22) and Glorious in Holiness. (Exodus 15.11) 
This means that holiness is a perfection of God. Negatively it is 
‘perfect and unpolluted freedom from all evil’ (Charnock) or 
‘entire freedom from moral evil.’ (Charles Hodge) Positively it is 
His ‘moral excellence’ or ‘absolute moral perfection.’ (Charles 
Hodge) Holiness is therefore ‘the pure essence of the character of 
God.’ (à Brakel) 

Some theologians view God’s holiness not as a distinct attribute 
but as the beauty and glory of all His attributes. Thus His justice is 
holy justice, His wisdom holy wisdom, His mercy holy mercy, etc. 
Each attribute of His is shot through with holiness. Throughout His 
whole nature and in all His actions God is infinitely and absolutely 
free from all taint of sin. Consequently He abhors all sin with an 
infinitely intense hatred. (Habakkuk 1.13; Jeremiah 44.4) This is 
why He is never found commanding sin, encouraging sin or 
condoning sin. Even after His elect are reconciled to Him through 
faith in Christ His infinite antipathy to their sin remains. On the 
other hand He loves holiness wherever He has implanted it. (Psalm 
11.7) Through all eternity God will never cease to be infinitely 
holy. 

This is the first standard of holiness for us. (1 Peter 1.16; Leviticus 
19.2) The moral purity of God is to be reproduced in us and we are 
to reflect His infinite hatred of sin. This means, explains Robert 
Leighton, “the renouncing of the lusts and pollutions of the world 
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both in heart and life,” and their replacement by “the beautifying 
graces of the Holy Spirit” expressed in holy conduct. 

The Holiness of Christ 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect representation to us of the 
holiness of God. He is the image of the invisible God. The glory of 
God’s holiness is too dazzling for us to bear. Therefore He sent us 
His Son in order for us to see His holiness as the pattern according 
to which we must be moulded. (2 Corinthians 3.18) 

Everywhere, Christ stands apart from all others in the spotless 
moral purity of His character. ‘Can you conceive anything more 
beautiful than the character of Jesus Christ?’ asks John ‘Rabbi’ 
Duncan rhetorically. That beauty is the beauty of holiness. Though 
He spent thirty-three years living among sinners, His nature was 
never sullied by contact with them: He never had one sinful 
thought or one lustful desire; He never spoke one sinful word or 
did one sinful act. He is the ‘holy child Jesus.’ (Acts 4.27) How 
significant that He was declared holy by David (Psalm 16.10), 
devils (Mark 1.24), Peter (Acts 3.14), the angel Gabriel (Luke 
1.35) and the Faithful and True Witness Himself. (Revelation 3.7) 

We conform to Christ’s holiness when His holy character is 
formed in us, when we express in our lives the moral beauty that 
shone in Him, when through His death we die to sin, when through 
His resurrection we rise to new life and when through His 
ascension we set our affections on things above. “The holiness of 
God in Christ,” says Charnock, “is our ultimate pattern.” 

The Holiness of the Gospel 
The Gospel is holy because it reveals God’s holy hatred of sin. The 
reason for Christ’s cry of dereliction: ‘My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me?’ is found in verse 3 of the 22nd Psalm: ‘But 
Thou art holy.’ The holiness of God is the true source of the 
agonies of Christ. God was punishing our great Sin-Bearer out of 
love for His holiness. “Justice indeed gave the stroke, but holiness 
ordered it.” (Charnock) It was His holiness that drew the veil 
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between His comforting presence and the Saviour’s soul. Christ 
allowed Himself to be pierced to death by the sword of holy justice 
(Zechariah 13.7), so that sin, the great enemy of God’s holiness, 
might be punished and the image of God restored to His people. 
“With His stripes we are healed. By His chastisement we have 
peace. By His death we live.” (William S Plumer) Holiness was 
the attribute above all others to which Christ had respect in His 
death. This is why the Gospel or Good News that Christ died for 
our sins is holy news. 

It is only when we realize this that gratitude for such a deliverance 
becomes the great motivation for Gospel holiness. “You were 
running to destruction in the way of sin,” Leighton reminds us, 
“and there was a voice which, together with the Gospel preached 
to your ear, spoke into your heart, and called you back from that 
path of death to the way of holiness, which is the only way of life.” 
Now that we are His, we cannot deny that we have the greatest 
reason of all to be holy. Christ loved us, and gave Himself for us, 
that He might sanctify us, and present us to Himself [a remarkable 
expression] a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that we should be holy and without blemish. 
(Ephesians 5.25-27) Matthew Henry expresses the point very well: 
“The sacrifice of our Redeemer is the strongest argument . . . for 
purity . . . How terrible a proof was His death of the detestable 
nature of sin and God’s displeasure against it! Heinous evil, that 
could not be expiated but with the blood of the Son of God! And 
shall a Christian love the murderer of his Lord?” On the contrary, 
he “desires to live for God in gratitude for the priceless gift of 
salvation.” (Anthony Hoekema) Gospel gratitude is the great 
motivator for Gospel holiness. 

The Holiness of the Moral Law 
Both Old and New Testament declare the holiness of God’s law. 
(Psalm 19.7-8; Romans 7.12) Because it is the expression of His 
nature and the transcript of His will the Moral Law is necessarily 
holy. The holiness of the law, embodied in the Ten 
Commandments, is seen in its contents. Each command expresses 

Page 15



Peace and Truth: 2012:3

what God would have us be and do. The holiness of the law is seen 
also in its spirituality. It embraces not only our words and actions 
but also our deepest thoughts, desires, motives and principles. The 
Lord Jesus Christ makes this clear in His exposition of the law in 
the Sermon on the Mount. Even a lustful look is adultery, and 
hatred in the heart is murder. Since sin is transgression of the law 
of God (1 John 3.4) holiness is conformity to that law, in heart, 
speech and conduct.  

Now when God begins to fulfil His great covenant promise: ‘I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts’ 
(Jeremiah 31.33), we begin to be holy. It is therefore the mark of a 
truly holy person not to wish the law’s standard relaxed to agree 
with his depravity, but to desire that his heart be restored to its 
holy standard. For the Moral Law is God’s standard of holiness. 
He who has no other gods besides God, who bows down to no 
graven image, who does not take the Lord’s name in vain, who 
remembers the Sabbath to keep it holy, who honours his father and 
mother, who does not kill, commit adultery, steal, bear false 
witness or covet, is holy. 

Summary Conclusion 
When our hearts and lives reflect the holiness of God, express the 
holiness of Christ, are motivated by the holiness of the Gospel, are 
regulated by the holiness of the Moral Law, however imperfectly, 
we may be said to be holy. For these are the Biblical standards of 
holiness to which we should conform. 

Dear reader, do you long to be holy, even as God is holy? Do you 
strive to be conformed to the holy character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Do you seek to reflect in your daily walk the holiness of 
the Gospel? And do you endeavour to fulfil every aspect of God’s 
holy law? If so, you have the marks of a true child of God, and 
your spots are the spots of His children. One day, all those spots 
will be removed, and you shall be presented faultless before the 
throne of His glory. 

(To be continued. D.V.)
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Puritans and Covenanters 
(Continued) 

The Westminster Assembly –  
The High Point of Puritanism 

[Our readers will be aware that the Westminster Confession of 
Faith is one of the summaries of the Reformed Faith accepted by 
the Sovereign Grace Union. In this article we merely sketch the 
background to its origin, and outline its findings.] 

An ordinance of Parliament ordered an Assembly to convene on 1 
July 1643 for the purpose of hammering out an ecclesiastical 
settlement following the abolition of prelacy in the Church of 
England. From that date till 22 February 1649 the Assembly 
exerted an enormous influence on both the capital and the country 
at large. Its findings are accepted in many countries to this day. 

A. Its Members 
At first, 121 divines, 10 peers and 20 members of the commons 
were summoned to Westminster for the Assembly’s sittings, but 
royalist episcopalian members either withdrew or refused to 
attend, while other names were added from time to time. Many of 
the leading churchmen of the day were involved in the 1163 
sessions; 85% of them, no less, held Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees, and 80% were in pastoral positions. Their learning and 
godliness have never been seriously challenged. 

The opening service in Westminster Abbey, conducted by William 
Twisse, was solemn and impressive, and was attended by an 
immense congregation. Two assessors, Cornelius Burgess and 
John White, assisted the prolocutor. Among the members of this 
venerable Assembly were such spiritual and theological giants as 
John Arrowsmith, Edward Reynolds, Edmund Calamy, Joseph 
Caryl, Thomas Young, Thomas Goodwin, Herbert Palmer, 
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William Bridge, Jeremiah Burroughs, Lazarus Seaman, John 
Lightfoot, John Selden and Anthony Burgess. Among the Scottish 
commissioners were Samuel Rutherford, Alexander Henderson, 
George Gillespie and Archibald Johnston. 

B. Its Work 
The Assembly’s main work consisted of (1) debates issuing in the 
production of the Directory for Public Worship, (2) the 
Independent Controversy as to the mode of Church government, 
(3) the Erastian Controversy over the relation of the Church to the 
State, and (4) the composition of the Confession of Faith and the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 

(1) Debates on Worship 
Having removed the Anglican Liturgy, Parliament called for a 
revised form of public worship. The resultant debates produced a 
Directory without set forms but with firm Scriptural guidelines on 
worship, the sacraments, preaching, prayer and praise. 

(2) The Independent Controversy  
This controversy resulted in the Assembly’s Form of Presbyterial 
Church Government, which asserts that many separate 
congregations may lawfully be associated under one Presbyterian 
government, and that such presbyteries have the key of discipline 
as well as that of doctrine. Church power therefore lies in the 
eldership rather than in the people, and in the associative body 
rather than the independent congregation. 

(3) The Erastian Controversy 
Here the Assembly concluded that Christ, the sole Head of His 
Church, has appointed a government distinct from civil authority, 
and that the right of self-rule is lodged in the Church herself and 
her own office-bearers. 

(4) The Confession of Faith and Catechisms
The laborious work of several committees produced the enduring 
monuments of the Confession of Faith, drafted by some of the 
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ablest divines the Church has ever seen, and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms, for adults and the young respectively. 

With these four areas in mind we shall consider the issues thrashed 
out by the Assembly under three headings: Doctrine, Worship and 
Church Government. 

(1) Doctrine 
The Assembly’s most enduring products in this field are the 
Confession and Catechisms.
Like its continental predecessors, the French, Belgic and Helvetic 
Confessions, and the Canons and Decrees of the Synod of Dort, 
the Confession exhibits divine truth positively in its simple 
majesty, and negatively in opposition to ancient and modern errors 
and heresies. However, its precise and comprehensive statements 
surpass those of its continental counterparts (perhaps excepting the 
Second Helvetic Confession). Its introductory chapter on Scripture 
is superb, while the systematic way in which it proceeds through 
the various branches of theology and practice is monumental. 

The Confession does not claim to be a rule of faith and practice, 
but a help to both. It is not therefore a subordinate standard, 
strictly speaking. Yet it sets out Biblical truth in due and ample 
proportion. Nothing essential is omitted, and several current 
heresies are covered by it. 

We note especially its astonishing precision of thought and 
language. The intellectual training of its framers, under God, 
guaranteed the careful adjustment of every statement. The section 
on God’s Eternal Decree is particularly fine in this respect. 

Despite charges to the contrary, the Confession does not advocate 
persecuting principles. Its adoption by generations of Scots 
Presbyterians has greatly contributed to their being one of the most 
non-persecuting nations in the world. The chapter on Christian 
Liberty and Liberty of Conscience has been the magna carta of 
many a protesting reformer within the Kirk.  
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Of the two Catechisms, the Larger has fared badly. Its somewhat 
over-elaborate statements have simply proved too much for 
ordinary people to learn. Philip Schaff hints and Thomas Torrance 
suggests that the divines may have intended it for use as a 
preaching vehicle through the fifty-two Lord’s Days of the year, 
much as the Heidelberg Catechism is used in the German, Dutch 
and American Reformed churches. Yet it contains some notable 
features: the conciseness of its statements on the differences 
between Justification and Sanctification, its exposition of the Ten 
Commandments and its doctrine of the Church. It is a mature and 
edifying summary of the Reformed Faith. 

The Shorter Catechism is superb. Its clarity, brevity, fulness and 
harmony have commended it to generations of English-speaking 
communities throughout the world. Consider, for example, 
Questions 1, 4, 9, 14, 21, 31, 33-35, 60, 86-87 and 98. It is God-
centred, balanced, powerful and practical. Its value for the 
instruction of church members and children is incalculable. 

(2) Worship 
Certain principles govern the Directory for Public Worship:
(a) Nothing must be required in the worship of God except what 
He Himself sanctions in His Word. This is known as the 
Regulative Principle. While the principle itself is clear, its 
application caused its framers considerable trouble. Such issues as 
the office of ‘readers’ and the practicability of seating all 
communicants at one table provoked much debate. Nevertheless, 
commitment to a basic New Testament simplicity in worship ruled 
out much traditionalism, all aesthetic considerations and any 
innovations. Consequently, many items previously imposed on the 
churches disappeared from public worship wherever the Directory
was adopted. These included readings from the Apocrypha, the use 
of altars and clerical vestments, god-parents, holy-days, reciting 
the Creed, singing doxologies, kneeling at communion and signing 
the cross in baptism. 
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(b) In all indifferent matters (the adiaphora) Christian prudence 
should decide. Times and places of worship, how much of 
Scripture is to be read in each service, how frequently the Lord’s 
Supper is to be observed, not being laid down in Scripture, must be 
at the discretion of Church office-bearers. By leaving such 
questions open, the Directory guaranteed local freedom while 
giving general guidance. Significantly, its framers insisted that no 
divine ordinance should be either curtailed or rendered tedious. 
Prayer, Reading, Singing and Preaching are all to be allotted their 
appropriate proportion of time. Also notable is their insistence on 
the sanctification of the entire Lord’s Day. 

(c) While all are obliged to worship God as Creator, Preserver, 
Ruler, Judge and Saviour, only the Holy Spirit can render worship 
comely and acceptable. This principle implies that while our 
worship is God’s due, only saving grace can make us true 
worshippers. To this end the Directory’s framers urged everyone 
to prepare before, concentrate during, and apply after each service. 
In being brought face to face with God and His requirements, they 
were to understand that worship is no mere habit or routine. 
(d) Every service held in accordance with the Directory was to be 
full of the doctrine of the Confession and  Catechisms. Worship, 
the divines taught, needs light from God’s Word as well as heat 
from the Spirit working in the heart. Therefore pure doctrine and 
pure worship must never be separated; hence the Puritan insistence 
on solid orthodox preaching, Biblical prayer and praise, and the 
reading of Scripture alone. 

(3) Church Government 
The Westminster Assembly was not a General Assembly or Synod 
in the generally accepted sense of these terms. It was a body of 
English Puritans (along with Scottish Commissioners) mandated 
by the English parliament to reconstitute the Church of Christ in 
England according to Scripture and the example of the best 
continental Reformed churches. It was not therefore a free and 
independent gathering like the Scottish General Assembly. 
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Nevertheless it functioned like a General Assembly, and re-settled 
the Church of England on a more Reformed basis than it had 
previously been. The fact that its conclusions on the form of 
Church government were Presbyterian stems from the 
predominance of Presbyterians in both the Assembly itself and in 
parliament. Episcopalians and Independents were always outvoted 
at decision time. 

Yet we must not view the three parties in the Assembly as aliens to 
each other. All acknowledged the supreme authority of Scripture 
and the Headship of Christ over both Church and State. All 
accepted the Calvinistic system of doctrine. But the learned 
episcopalians Coleman and Selden could not withstand or gainsay 
either the great anti-Erastian speech of the Scottish commissioner 
Lord Johnston or the astonishing ecclesiastical knowledge and 
debating powers of the young George Gillespie. The ‘Five 
Dissenting Brethren’, as the Independents Thomas Goodwin, 
Philip Nye, William Bridge, Jeremiah Burroughs and Sidrach 
Simpson were called, threw many impediments in the path of the 
Presbyterians, but to no avail. 
Despite, however, the triumph of the Presbyterians in settling for 
their own form of Church government, the nation at large was not 
favourable to its reception, and apart from such areas as London, 
Suffolk, Lancashire, Cheshire and Derbyshire, the system was not 
widely adopted. Unlike Scotland’s and Holland’s ‘Second 
Reformations’, therefore, England soon reverted to episcopacy, 
leaving the country full of dissenting Presbyterians, Independents, 
Baptists, Quakers and others. 

Still, the Assembly bore some good fruit in the field of Church 
Government. Along with Calvin and continental Reformed 
churches, it recognized four permanent office-bearers in the 
Church: pastor, doctor or teacher (usually combined in the same 
person) elder and deacon. It stressed the parity of all pastors, 
teachers and elders. It endorsed the formation of graded assemblies 
- congregational, classical, provincial and national, thereby 
providing a model for whole countries. It claimed independence 
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for the Church in teaching Scriptural doctrine, ordering its own 
worship and supervising its own disciplinary procedures. 

C. Its Fruit 
Between the compiling of the Westminster documents and the 
present, they have received testimony of their worth from friend 
and foe alike. Philip Schaff considers the Confession to be ‘the 
fullest and ripest statement of the Calvinistic system of doctrine.’ 
Loraine Boettner considers that ‘Calvinism finds its most perfect 
expression in the Westminster Confession.’ B.B.Warfield spoke 
with delightful approval of the indelible mark left on Shorter 
Catechism boys - ‘they are exceedingly apt to grow to be men of 
God’, he said. Even the Methodist Dr Curry considered the 
Confession ‘the ablest, clearest and most comprehensive system of 
Christian doctrine ever framed’, while Dean Stanley, no friend of 
its teachings, said that ‘it exhibits more depth of theological insight 
than any other [theological treatise].’ 
Perhaps the most enduring fruit of these documents is: 
(1) Their great unifying influence. Today many denominations 
share their Reformed Faith with each other across national and 
international boundaries. 
(2) Their discriminating power. By distinguishing truth from error 
the Westminster documents guard the churches against modern 
heresies and errors besides ancient ones. 
(3) Their spirit of catholicity. By recognizing all evangelical 
churches as members of the universal Body of Christ, they indicate 
their framers’ hatred of schism, dissention and separatism. 

…………………………………. 

S.G.U. Pamphlets: Free to Subscribers 
(A5 s.a.e. £1.30 postage) 
Behold Me! Behold Me! 

The Centrality of the Cross – Samuel Chapman 
Was the Reformation Necessary? – Graham Bidston 

Shall Everyone Be Saved? – John Brentnall 
Justification – James Battersby 

Augustine and Prayer – John Brentnall
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Opposition to Covenanting Principles 

Introduction 
The enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the 
serpent (Genesis 3.15) broke out in Scotland in open persecution 
during the Restoration period (1660-1688). This persecution was 
ruthless, bloody and remorseless. It has been calculated that 
around eighteen thousand Scottish Covenanters suffered in one 
way or another during the persecution, government and prelatic 
cruelty reaching its peak in ‘the killing time’ around 1685. 

1. Its Source 
There can be no doubt that the source of all the opposition to the 
Covenanters and their principles was Satan, who from the 
beginning has been a murderer of both souls and bodies. The 
Covenanters understood this well when they quoted the apostle’s 
words: “for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
(Ephesians 6.12) So we find even the moderate Robert Baillie 
preaching in 1643 on Zechariah 3.1-2 a sermon entitled ‘Satan the
leader in chief to all who resist the reparation of Zion.’ In this war 
to the death, Satan’s agents, accomplices and tools were chosen 
mainly from those in authority, in both State and Church. 

a. State Persecutors 
David Dickson expected this from his study of Scripture in 
general, and Psalm 2 in particular. Commenting on verse 2 of this 
Messianic Psalm, he writes: “The chief instruments that Satan 
stirreth up against Christ, to be heads and leaders to heathen and 
godless people in opposing and persecuting Christ’s kingdom and 
church, are the magistrates, rulers and statesmen, that he may 
colour his malice with the shadow of authority and law.” 
George Hutcheson identified the same enemy from his reading of 
Habakkuk 2.12 – “Woe to him who builds a town with blood, and 
establishes a city by iniquity.” He says: “Pretence of public good 
and zeal to advance the State and government is one of the fig-

Page 24



Peace and Truth: 2012:3

leaves with which men think to cover their oppression and make it 
plausible.” 

Besides the House of Stuart and their faction, lay patrons and 
power-hungry nobles such as Maitland of Lethington were not 
slow to cast in their lot with Christ’s enemies. Even as early as 
Knox’s day, when the intrepid Reformer condemned Lethington’s 
covetousness before the Scottish parliament, the resentful 
landowner was heard to remark cynically: “We may now forget 
ourselves and bear the barrow to build the house of God.” Knox, 
we recall, wanted the nobility’s ill-gotten gains to be ploughed into 
education, care for the poor, and sustenance for the ministry, and 
so to benefit Scotland as a whole. 

Other tools of the devil were French troops quartered in Edinburgh 
and Haddington; antagonistic or intimidated members of 
parliament; defectors from the covenanting cause (such as Muncie 
of Durisdeer) who turned informers and betrayed God’s people to 
their enemies; cold-blooded dragoons and their captains such as 
Tam Dalziel (nicknamed ‘the Muscovite ox’ and ‘the great 
Russian bear’) and John Graham of Claverhouse (‘bluidy 
Clavers’). Either out of lust for spoil or from sheer cruelty, they all 
wrought havoc amongst the faithful of the land. 

b. Church Persecutors 
Allied to monsters in the State were cunning ‘churchmen’ such as 
the Romish priest Cardinal Beaton (Knox’s ‘carnal cardinal’); 
Archbishop Sharp (‘Sharp of that ilk’); Bishop Paterson (inventor 
of the thumb screws!); Archbishop Laud (who had Alexander 
Leighton’s nose slit, ears cut off, face branded with a hot iron, and 
all his goods confiscated while he was in prison); and intruded 
curates (whom Wodrow described as ‘the dregs of the nation’ for 
their ignorance and illiteracy). These enjoyed the superstitious and 
cowed support of thousands among the people. 

It is noteworthy that, when the Covenanters were the only ones in 
the land who had the true interests of both Church and State at 
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heart, their chief persecutors were drawn from Church and State 
leaders. As Hugh M’Kail aptly said, referring to Charles II, Lord 
Advocate Mackenzie and Archbishop Sharp respectively, there is 
“a Pharoah on the throne, a Haman in the state, and a Judas in the 
church.” One perceptive observer put the matter in a nutshell when 
he remarked: “The Church must disregard the voice of Christ, her 
only King, and adopt prelacy at the bidding of Caesar!” 

2. Its Grounds 
The actual grounds of opposition to the Covenanters was Satan’s 
and his minions’ hatred of Christ; for all his enmity, malice, guile 
and envy are always directed primarily at the Son of God in our 
nature, whose obedience unto death both sealed his downfall and 
robbed him of his usurped power. As members of the Body of 
Christ, believers are the targets at which Satan shoots his fiery 
darts. As John Donne, the non-persecuting Dean of St. Paul’s, 
said: “Satan hates us, but is loath to lose us.” 

The alleged grounds of persecution, however, were as vile and 
plausible as those of the Jews against their Messiah. Just as they 
pretended that Christ was a threat to imperial Rome, so the 
enemies of the Covenanters cried out against them with the same 
feigned allegiance: “We have no king but Caesar!” James Melville 
saw this clearly enough when, while weighing his persecutors’ 
charge that ‘it was not for religion, but for high treason, that such 
are so handled,’ he told his hearers: “Do you not here espy the 
craft of the cruel fiend, who dare not in this age of knowledge and 
light of the Gospel oppose himself against the truth, as the scribes 
and Pharisees durst not gainstand the doctrine of Christ, but seeks, 
under pretence of laws and cloaks of justice, to make the godly and 
true professors and preachers to be shameful spectacles, that 
thereby men may be ashamed of the verity of the evangel; even as 
Christ was put to death under the name of sedition and treason.” 
While, therefore, the actual ground of persecution was hatred, the 
alleged ground was treason. 
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3. Its Aims 
If the grounds of opposition to the Covenanters were deceitfully 
disguised, its aims were not. Their enemies avowedly sought the 
extirpation of both the Covenanters and their principles. Because 
God was not in all their thoughts, they foolishly believed that if 
they could kill the witnesses, they could silence the witness. As the 
Word of God has taught from the beginning, there can be no 
compromise settlement between truth and error, no peaceful co-
existence between godliness and wickedness. The triumph of one 
is the defeat of the other. 

In this, however, they made the fatal mistake of forgetting that “the 
Lord reigneth,” and that the death of His people is not the death of 
His cause. Driven by blind hatred and lust for power, they may 
have slain thousands on the moors and scaffolds of Scotland, but 
they could not bury the principles for which the Covenanters were 
happy to die.  

4. Its Nature 
Nevertheless, the nature of their attempts confirmed the truth that 
“the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” (Proverbs 12.10) 

a. Illegal Acts 
In the first place, they framed iniquity by a law (Psalm 94.20) by 
passing Acts of Parliament that were utterly subversive of the 
Gospel. By a legal loophole in the 1567 Act, which retained the 
right of lay patrons to foist the men of their choice on a people, 
willy-nilly, an army of wooden, lifeless curates was forced onto 
congregations. Before long, these ‘Tulchan bishops,’ as they were 
shrewdly called by the Scottish peasantry (a tulchan being a calf’s 
skin stuffed by the farmer with straw to make the cow give milk!) 
threatened to over-run the entire country. In this allegory, the 
calves were the servile curates who were satisfied with the mere 
title; the cow was the people, always giving to their greedy 
overlords; and the farmer was the feudal barons and prelates who 
grew rich with the takings! 

Page 27



Peace and Truth: 2012:3

This wretched practice led Patrick Adamson to observe three kinds 
of bishop in Scotland: 1. ‘My Lord Bishop.’ 2. ‘My Lord’s 
Bishop.’ 3. ‘The Lord’s Bishop.’ “My Lord Bishop,” he explained, 
was “the Popish and Prelatical kind.” My Lord’s Bishop was “the 
Tulchan,” and the Lord’s Bishop was “the true minister.” Here we 
see canny Scottish character and pawky Scots humour combine to 
shrewd effect!  

In 1584 further Acts of Parliament, known as the ‘Black Acts,’ laid 
all the powers in Church and State at the king’s feet; and though 
these were later annulled, the year 1606 saw James I and VI, now 
king of England and Scotland, recognized by law as ‘absolute 
prince, judge and governor over all persons, estates and causes, 
both spiritual and temporal, within his said realm.’ From this time 
on, James’ hired servants were foisted on General Assemblies and 
intruded into Presbyteries till by 1618 the Church stood in abject 
submission to the State. 

Later on in the covenanting struggle, after Charles II had deceived 
many faithful Presbyterians by his swearing of the Covenant, in 
one blow (by the Act Recissory of 1661) he struck out of the 
statute book every law favouring the cause of Christ, and imposed 
new tyrannical legislation on the nation. By the time Middleton’s 
‘Drunken Parliament’ sat, Scotland had become a police state. 

b. Cunning and Deception 
The second weapon used by the enemies of Christ’s crown and 
covenant was cunning and deception. An example of their methods 
may be seen in the case of Adamson, Archbishop of St. Andrews, 
and the chief tool of King James’ Erastian policy in Scotland. 
Adamson framed a covenant to be subscribed by all ministers, 
asserting the king’s supremacy over the Church ‘according to the 
Word of God.’ This ensnaring phrase trapped several into selling 
their birthright, including John Craig and John Erskine of Dun. “It 
was,” comments James Melville bluntly, “as if one should say he 
would obey the pope and his prelates according to the Word of 
God.” 
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A generation later, we find Charles I secretly instructing the 
Marquis of Hamilton, his commissioner to the 1638 General 
Assembly: “You must labour that bishops may have votes in 
assemblies, which if you cannot obtain, then you are to protest in 
their favour in the most fervent manner you can think of. As for 
the Moderator in the Assembly, you are to labour that he may be a 
bishop . . . You are to labour that the Five Articles of Perth (all 
Anglican, not Presbyterian) to be held as indifferent . . . You are to 
protest against the abolishing of bishops, and to give way to as few 
restrictions of their power as you can . . . You are to advise the 
bishops to forbear sitting at the council till better and more 
favourable times for them.”   

Again, he says: “I give you leave to flatter them with what hopes 
you please, so you engage not me against any grounds, and in 
particular that you consent neither to the calling of Parliament nor 
General Assembly until the Covenant be disavowed and given up, 
your chief end being to win time that they may not commit public 
follies until I be ready to suppress them.” Again, he adds: “And as 
for this General Assembly, though I can expect no good from it, 
yet I hope you may hinder much of the ill; first, by putting 
divisions among them concerning the legality of their elections, 
then by protestations against their tumultuous proceedings. And, I 
think it were not amiss if you could get their freedom defined 
(before their meeting) so that it were not done too much in their 
favour.” 

c. Flattery and Bribery 
A further means of undermining the unity and strength of God’s 
people was flattery and bribery.  
Regent Morton, for example, always scheming to overthrow the 
young Reformed Church, repeatedly sought to bend the integrity 
of Andrew Melville by offering him the Archbishopric of St. 
Andrews.  
During the Great Persecution, in 1674 the sum of 400 Scots 
pounds was offered for the capture of the field preacher Gabriel 
Semple, while anyone who offered him protection could be slain 
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with impunity. Similarly, 5000 merks were offered for the capture 
of Donald Cargill, dead or alive, following his excommunication 
of the king and his councillors. In such ways these faithful servants 
of God were treated as common gangsters. 

d. Threats 
In addition, threats of the severest kind were made to try and 
intimidate the Covenanters into submission. The Montgomery case 
of 1582 yields a notorious example. Because a certain 
Montgomery had been canvassing for the Bishopric of Glasgow, 
he was expected to be disciplined at the next General Assembly of 
the Church. But the king’s Messenger at Arms forbade the 
Assembly to excommunicate him, “under the pains of rebellion 
and putting them to the horn.” In the event, the Assembly ignored 
the threat, and debarred the offender from all church privileges. 

In the same year, at Perth, before the king himself and his council, 
Captain James Stewart stepped forward and belligerently 
demanded of the Covenanting ministers who had presented their 
grievances to the court: “Who dare subscribe these treasonable 
articles?” To which Andrew Melville replied: “We dare, and will 
subscribe them, and give our lives in the cause.” Taking the pen 
from the clerk, he signed before them all, followed by his brethren. 

e. Pursued as Traitors 
When these threats failed to subdue the Covenanters’ spirits, 
sterner measures were taken. Shields’ A Hind Let Loose, Howie’s 
Scots Worthies, A Cloud of Witnesses, Peden’s Life, Renwick’s 
Letters, Smellie’s Men of the Covenant, Simpson’s Traditions of 
the Covenanters, Purves’ Fair Sunshine, tell their story with 
appreciation and candour.  
Some spent much of their time on the Ayrshire and Galloway 
moors fleeing from the merciless dragoons. The historian Kirkton 
writes: “I have known John Welsh ride three days and two nights 
without sleep, and preach upon a mountain at midnight in one of 
the nights!” Robert Gillespie was persecuted from the day he was 
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licensed to preach till the day of his death, merely for proclaiming 
Christ’s evangel.  

f. Imprisonment 
Gospel ministers especially, though not exclusively, were thrown 
into squalid dungeons, as at Edinburgh Castle, Inverness, 
Blackness and the Bass Rock. 
In 1611, John Straitoun of Forres was imprisoned in Inverness 
Castle (where he died after two years) merely for denouncing the 
prelates and refusing to acknowledge the Bishop of St. Andrews.  
John Welsh of Ayr was clapped in Blackness Castle for attending 
the Church’s Assembly in Aberdeen, which the king had 
forbidden. There he penned his famous letter to Lilias Dunbar, and 
quipped that he was so thankful to be in the darkness of Blackness, 
and not in the blackness of darkness! 
In 1660, John Scott and James Guthrie, with two of their ruling 
elders, met in Edinburgh to greet Charles II on his return from 
exile, and to remind him of his covenant pledges to the people of 
Scotland. For their loyalty, they were imprisoned the same night in 
Edinburgh Castle, where their harsh treatment caused permanent 
mental damage to one of them. 
Alexander Peden, James Fraser of Brea, and the younger Robert 
Traill, to name no more, were confined to a loathsome dungeon on 
the Bass Rock, two miles off shore in the Firth of Forth. Many 
accounts survive of their and others’ sufferings and cheerful faith. 

One of the numerous incidents of appalling cruelty at this time is 
connected with ‘Dreadful’ Dunnotar Castle, near Stonehaven, on 
the Aberdeenshire coast. It was the scene of the most appalling 
cruelty to 122 men and 45 women who were herded like cattle and 
marched all the way from Edinburgh to their sea-girt prison. Their 
crime was hearing with some joy of the Earl of Argyll’s attempt to 
free his country from popery (I685). 
Here they were thrust into a filthy cellar known as ‘the Whig’s 
Vault’ (40ft long by 6ft high by 18ft wide), “full of mire, ankle 
deep,” with only “one window towards the sea” (Wodrow), and
kept there all summer. With no toilet, no change of clothes, and 
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made to pay for all food and water brought to them, many grew 
sick and faint, “stifled for want of air.” Some of them caught 
dysentery; others died of disease, their fellow prisoners not being 
allowed even to bury them.  
Those who remained (including the godly minister John Fraser of 
Alness) were not given so much as a candle to tend to the sick and 
dying at night! On one occasion, 25 escaped, but some were shot 
in the attempt. Fifteen of them were betrayed by a washerwoman 
on the beach, apprehended and tortured with lighted matches 
placed between their fingers till they burnt to the bone! Some died 
of the torture. Only the intercession of the governor’s lady 
alleviated the sufferings of the women. 

g. Torture 
In some cases, the authorities resorted to barbaric cruelty in 
attempting to extort confessions from their victims, whose only 
‘crimes’ had been preaching or hearing the Gospel, or defending 
themselves against lawless murderers. The most notorious form of 
torture was ‘The Boot,’ a punishment from watching which even 
members of the Council shrank, but which James II and VII sat 
through ‘with an unmoved indifference.’ The prisoner’s leg and 
knee were enclosed in a tight iron case. A wedge was then placed 
between the knee and the rim of the case, and heavy blows of a 
mallet crushed both knee and calf. 
 For stating publicly that the Church was persecuted “sometimes 
by a Pharaoh on the throne, sometimes by a Haman in the state, 
and sometimes by a Judas in the Church,” the gracious young 
minister Hugh M‘Kail received eleven blows, till his leg was 
smashed to pulp, after which he was imprisoned without medical 
attention, and hanged four days later! Amazingly, by the grace of 
God, M‘Kail retained his sense of humour to the last. When asked 
on the day before his execution: “How’s your leg?” he replied: “I 
don’t worry about my leg. I’m too busy thinking of my neck!” 

h. Banishment 
Banishment, either to the remote Highlands or even abroad, was 
yet another punishment meted out to faithful disciples of Christ. 
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David Black, minister at St. Andrews, was banished to the 
Highlands in 1596 for his alleged ‘injurious expressions’ from the 
pulpit. 
In 1600, Robert Bruce of Kinnaird was banished to France for 
refusing to give thanks according to the prescribed form for the 
king’s deliverance from the Gowrie Conspiracy. Five years later, 
he was banished to Inverness as a dangerous man; yet it was his 
vigilance under God that had kept the kingdom secure while his 
monarch was absent marrying Anne of Denmark! 
The same year, eight ministers were banished to the Highlands and 
Islands, and six were exiled abroad, for protesting against James’ 
arbitrary interdiction of the Church’s General Assembly. On this 
occasion, Gilbert Brown, a notorious papal agent, was freed from 
prison and entertained at public expense. Noted a chronicler of the 
day: “Barabbas was released, and the faithful preachers of the 
Word of God were retained in loathsome dungeons.” 
In 1617 the church historian David Calderwood, minister of 
Crailing, in Fifeshire, was deprived of his living, imprisoned first 
at St. Andrews, then at Edinburgh, and finally deported to Holland. 
A petition to defer his deportation on account of heavy storms in 
the North Sea was met by James I with the retort: “If he be 
drowned in the seas he may thank God he hath escaped a worse 
death.” 
In 1636 Samuel Rutherford was banished to Aberdeen, an 
Episcopal stronghold, for denouncing Arminianism and prelacy. 
He was, however, not imprisoned, but lodged “in an honest man’s 
house.” While there, he penned many of his famous letters, and 
won several to Christ through his private ministry. 
Donald Cargill was banished north of the River Tay for refusing to 
keep the Thanksgiving Day for the restoration of Charles II.
Others were deported to the British colonies overseas. 

i. Judicial Murder 
Like their Saviour before them, many Covenanters suffered 
judicial murder at the hands of cruel monsters who acted as 
accuser, judge and jury rolled into one. 

Page 33



Peace and Truth: 2012:3

Two notorious cases were those of Daniel McMichael of Blairfoot 
and John Brown of Priesthill. 
Weak with fever, McMichael was concealed by friends in caves as 
the dragoons hunted him from moor to moor. When with the aid of 
sniffer dogs ‘Black’ Tam Dalziel found his prey, he led him away. 
Pausing at Dalveen Pass, he told him after interrogation: “Do you 
not know that your life is in my hand?” “No,” he replied, “My life 
is in the Lord’s hand, and if He see good, He can make you the 
instrument to take it away.” Immediately he was ordered to make 
his last prayer, and was then shot. A crude but sincere inscription 
in Durisdeer churchyard reminds the reader: 
 ‘I rest in peace till Jesus rend the cloud, 

And judge ’twixt me and those who shed my blood.’ 

John Brown and his nephew were captured by John Graham of 
Claverhouse (‘Bluidy Clavers’) and his troops in 1685 at the 
height of ‘the Killing Time.’ Brown answered so well to his cross-
questioning that Clavers remarked: “Well, if he has never 
preached, much has he prayed in his time. Go to your prayers, for 
you shall immediately die.” Three times the Covenanter’s prayer 
was interrupted. “I gave you leave to pray, and you have begun to 
preach,” he bawled. “Sir,” replied Brown, “You that calls this 
preaching know neither the nature of preaching nor praying,” and 
finished his last prayer. “Take goodbye of your wife and children,” 
ordered Clavers. Isabel Brown stood by with a child in her arms 
and another child by Brown’s first wife by her side. He 
approached her and said: “Now, Isabel, the day is come that I told 
you would come when I spoke to you first of marrying me.” She 
replied: “Indeed, John, I can willingly part with you.” “That is all I 
desire,” he responded. “I have no more to do but to die. I have 
been in happy case to meet with death for so many years.” He 
kissed her and the children, and wished them blood-bought and 
Gospel-promised blessings. Clavers rudely interrupted and ordered 
his dragoons to shoot him. They were so deeply affected that they 
lowered their rifles and refused to fire. Immediately Clavers drew 
his pistol, put it to Brown’s head, and blew out his brains! Leering 
with evil, he turned to Brown’s widow and said: “And what do you 
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think of your fine husband now?” Through her tears, she 
answered: “I ever thought much good of him, and more than ever 
now.” “It were but just to lay you beside him,” said Clavers. “If 
you were permitted, I doubt not your cruelty would go that 
length,” she said. “But then, how will ye answer to God for this 
morning’s work?” He replied haughtily: “To man I can be 
answerable. And as for God, I shall take Him into my own hand!” 
Then he rode off. 

Two other examples of judicial murder were sixty-two-year-old 
Margaret Maclachlan and eighteen-year-old Margaret Wilson, 
drowned in the Solway outside Wigtown, in Galloway. Two long 
wooden stakes were driven into the bed of the burn (stream) that 
fills with sea-water at high tide. The older saint, placed nearer the 
rising waters, never spoke a word to man; her last minutes on earth 
were spent in communion with her Lord. As she was choking in 
the waves, the brutal soldiers asked the younger woman: “What do 
you think of her now?” She replied: “Think! I see Christ wrestling 
there. Think ye that we are sufferers? No, it is Christ in us, for He 
sends none a warfare at their own charges.” She began to sing 
Psalm 25 at verse 7:  

‘My sins and faults of youth 
Do Thou, O Lord, forget; 
After Thy mercy think on me, 
And for Thy goodness great. 

God good and upright is: 
The way He’ll sinners show; 
The meek in judgment He will guide, 
And make His paths to know.’ 

Then she read aloud from the Bible she had taken with her to the 
stake: “We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8.37-39) As soon as the waves touched her head, 
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the soldiers pulled her out, and commanded her to pray for the 
king as supreme. She told them that she wished the salvation of all 
and the damnation of none. They dashed her head under the water 
and pulled her out again. Some one on the shore pled with her to 
obey them. But she said: “Lord, give him repentance, forgiveness, 
and salvation, if it be Thy holy will.”  
Grierson of Lagg, a hateful enemy of all godliness, cried out: 
“Damned bitch! We do not want such prayers. Tender her the 
oath.” “No! No!” she replied. “No sinful oaths for me. I am one of 
Christ’s children. Let me go.” So they callously flung her back into 
the sea. 
These two noble women loved not their lives to the death. 

David Hackston of Rathillet, already wounded from injuries 
suffered at Ayrsmoss, was captured and brought immediately 
before the Council in Edinburgh. True to Christ and His covenant, 
Hackston was sentenced to the most savage and barbaric death 
imaginable: the sentence was carried out to the detail. His hands 
were cut off, then he was drawn on a pulley to the top of the 
gallows. When he had choked a little, they let him down again. 
The hangman then opened his flesh with a sharp knife and pulled 
out his heart. It fell on the scaffold, and quivered there. The 
hangman picked it up on the point of his knife, and carrying it 
round the four corners of the scaffold, showed it the onlookers, 
saying: “Here is the heart of a traitor!” Hackston’s heart and 
bowels were then burned; his head was cut off, and hanged on the 
Netherbow Port. His body was quartered, one part being displayed 
at St. Andrews, another at Glasgow, a third at Leith, and the fourth 
at Burntisland! 

Such are the tender mercies of the enemies of Jesus Christ. Should 
they ever gain control over us today, let us expect no kinder 
treatment than our covenanting brethren received. After all, 
believers are at this moment suffering the most dreadful 
persecution from those who hate Him. Lest we despair, let us 
remember Tertullian’s choice remark: “The blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the church.”           
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A New Sovereign Grace Union Auxiliary 

We are pleased to announce the addition of a new Sovereign Grace 
Union Auxiliary to our number. In the Lord’s goodness, the 
Pilgrim Mission at Fraserburgh in Aberdeenshire has agreed to 
accept auxiliary status and to stand with us in proclaiming the 
doctrines of free and sovereign grace. 

The Secretary writes: “We are so encouraged that S. G. U. have 
graciously given us auxiliary status here in Aberdeenshire, living 
as we do amongst the overwhelming apostasy of the Church of 
Scotland and the outright Arminianism of local independent 
groups, both of which look upon us as bigoted fanatics. However, 
Christ has us to stand firm in the doctrines of free sovereign grace 
and we lean heavily upon Him, having no righteousness of our 
own.” 

The Mission holds meetings on Sabbath evenings at 6.00 p.m. in 
the Public Hall in the village of Stuartfield, and on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.00 p.m. in the minister’s home at Little Zion Cottage, 
Rathen, Fraserburgh. AB43 8UR.  
The Minister is Rev. Paul Jennings, who may be contacted by 
Telephone: 01346-582-521 and by  
E-mail: pilgrimmission@hotmail.co.uk 
The Secretary is Mr. Peter Walker, Flat 3, Strathbeg, Logie Drive. 
Crimond. Fraserburgh. Telephone: 01346-532-719. 
Visitors to the area would be made most welcome. 

Although worshippers at the Mission are few in number, they 
know the presence of Christ in their midst, and bear witness to the 
truth as it is in Jesus to the surrounding district, both in Rev. 
Jennings’ preaching and in the members’ tract distribution. They 
pray regularly for the work and witness of the S. G. U. Let us 
thank the Lord for their stand and pray for the addition of precious 
souls to His Church among them. 
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Gospel Blessings 
(A sermon by the Editor) 

‘And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications; and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first-born.’ 

(Zechariah 12.10) 
Introduction 
The prophet-priest Zechariah was sent to the demoralized Old 
Testament church to revive her zeal after returning to Judah from 
her exile in Babylon. He did this by prophesying of the glory that 
was to come to her in the future. The wounded spirit of the saints 
is greatly healed by the knowledge that a wonderful future awaits 
them. In this way the Lord teaches His people to live by faith.  

These prophecies focus on the first and second coming of the 
Messiah. That they refer to the Lord Jesus Christ is certain, for 
only in Him are they fulfilled. 
First, in Zechariah He is spoken of as God’s Servant who would 
build the Lord’s spiritual temple and bear its glory. Then He is 
revealed as the Branch who would spread out, like a tree in full 
foliage. Further, He is depicted as Zion’s meek, lowly and 
righteous King, riding on an ass, bringing salvation with Him. 
Then, remarkably, He is portrayed as a Shepherd who is God’s 
equal, betrayed, sold for thirty pieces of silver (the price of a 
common slave), wounded in the house of His friends, pierced by 
the sword of divine justice, and shedding His blood according to 
covenant agreement in order to bring His prisoners out of the pit of 
destruction, yet whose feet would stand on the Mount of Olives. 

In the text He appears as the great object of faith, the One on 
whom His people would look when the Spirit of God would be 
poured out on them. 
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Let us consider first, the Promised Gift – ‘the Spirit of grace and of 
supplications.’ 
Then, the Recipients of the Gift – ‘the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.’ 
Finally, let us notice the Fruit of this Gift – ‘they shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced.’ 

I. The Promised Gift 
This description can apply only to the Holy Spirit of God, the third 
Person of the blessed Trinity. He alone in the work of redemption 
is the joint gift of God the Father and God the Son. 
He is called ‘the Spirit of grace’ because in the covenant of grace 
He dispenses the grace that God decreed to give to His people. Out 
of the fullness of grace that is in Christ the Redeemer, the Spirit is 
poured out, along with all the power to enliven, replenish, beautify 
and comfort the redeemed. As Christ Himself says: “He shall 
receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.” 
He is termed ‘the Spirit of supplications’ because only where He 
dwells in the heart is there true acceptable prayer, arising out of a 
felt sense of need. 
Putting the two phrases together, we learn that wherever He is 
received as the Spirit of grace, He is also received as the Spirit of 
prayer. Conversely, where He is not, we remain both graceless and 
prayerless.  

This truth is exemplified in the case of the apostle Paul. While he 
was Saul the Pharisee, he made many long prayers, to be seen and 
heard by others. Yet it was not until he received the Spirit of grace 
and supplications that it was said of him: “Behold, he prayeth.”  
Ah, dear friends, you may say your prayers, but do you pray? Read 
Frans Bakker’s little book Praying Always, and ask God to show 
you the difference. There is a warning here. As we gain more 
experience of the life of God in the soul, we meet men who can 
‘pray’ at any time; prayerful words pour out of their mouth with 
ease. We even catch ourselves pouring out prayerful words like a 
stream. We may even secretly congratulate ourselves: “That was a 
good prayer!” But the question is: Do we have the Spirit of prayer? 
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Do we really pray? True prayer is the unsatisfied longing of the 
heart, the yearning for God that King David had – “As the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O 
God.” The Holy Spirit is given to us as the Spirit of grace, that He 
may become in us the Spirit of supplications. So we are exhorted: 
“Pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.”  

Lastly under this heading, we note that He is ‘poured out.’ That is, 
He is given in abundance. Some are left ‘bone dry.’ Even under 
the preaching of the Gospel of grace, they receive nothing. Others 
feel that they receive only a few drops of grace. Consequently, 
they find prayer a chore. But when this prophecy is fulfilled, the 
people of God receive copious showers. So God promises: “I will 
pour water on him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.” 
Dear friends, are you thirsty for God? Do you find the Spirit 
poured out on you, then through you to others? 

II. The Recipients of the Gift 
The persons to whom this gift is promised, are ‘the house of 
David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.’ 

1. The Jews 
Here we notice that both David’s family and those who belong to 
the city of God are included. At first sight, the promise appears to 
be restricted to the Jews. And it certainly refers to them. There are 
two occasions when the Jews are said to receive these Gospel 
blessings: 
a. On the Day of Pentecost 
Said the apostle Peter on that occasion: “the promise is unto you, 
and to your children.” Jews were gathered in Jerusalem from all 
parts of the then-known world. As the little church in the upper 
room went to them, the Spirit of God was poured out on them, so 
that the visitors heard the wonderful works of God in their own 
language. They heard the Gospel, that is, that Christ died for 
sinners according to their own Old Testament Scriptures, that He 
was buried, that He was raised again from the dead, and that He 
now sits at the right hand of God, dispensing grace through faith in 
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the promises to His ancient people. And they were called to repent 
and believe. This was the first fulfilment of the promise before us. 

b. Near the End of Time 
For centuries the lineal descendants of those who crucified the 
Lord of glory have been scattered throughout the earth, with a 
terrible curse resting on them: “His blood be upon us, and upon 
our children.” For centuries those who have heard Christ read to 
them in their synagogues – in Europe, in America, in Australia – 
have treated His Gospel with contempt, saying: “We will not have 
this man to reign over us.” For centuries they have clung to their 
shallow and formal keeping of Moses’ law as their only hope of 
acceptance with God. [Two Orthodox Jewish girls I met in 
Bakewell said that they could perfectly keep God’s law. Yet the 
Gospel tells us: “by the works of the law shall no man be 
justified.” So I told them that salvation was all of grace = ‘chesed’ 
– free, unmerited mercy – and left them in the Lord’s hands.] 
But the day is coming when they shall have the Spirit of grace and 
supplications poured out on them, and they shall come to Zion, 
“going and weeping.” As Oswald Allis, the notable Old Testament 
scholar observes, not until the Jews return to their God through 
Christ, “going and weeping,” shall this prophecy be fullfilled. This 
will be its second and final fulfilment to the Jews. 

Dear friends, beware of those who make predictions about the 
restoration of the Jews, who are almost obsessed with news from 
the Middle East, who make it their hobby to concentrate on the 
‘Last Things,’ who belittle ‘the mainly Gentile church’ and exalt 
‘the Jewish kingdom,’ and even observe a crude version of the 
Passover Feast in order to ally themselves to God’s ancient people.  
Only God knows when He will graft them in again, and then bring 
in the fullness of the Gentiles. Rather, pray for their incoming to 
Christ. As believers among them once longed for the salvation of 
us Gentiles, so let us long for the salvation of the Jews. It is 
promised here in Zechariah. 
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2. The Gentiles 
But the promise is not confined to them. When God entered into a 
covenant with Abraham, He promised to make His seed a blessing 
to all the nations of the world. This seed, as Paul explains in 
Galatians, is Christ. Gentiles are children of Abraham and of that 
ancient promise, along with Isaac and all elect Jews. And so Peter 
adds the phrases: “and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” Since the ascension of Christ, God has 
continued to call Gentiles as well as Jews. Together, they make up 
the Israel of God, the New Testament Church. 
We must never forget that, in the first instance, the promises of 
God in the Gospel are to sinners, considered as sinners, not to 
particular individuals, or ethnic groups, or to those who already 
have grace. If you see and acknowledge that you are a sinner, a 
rebel and breaker of God’s holy law, then you have a warrant to 
receive the promise, and all the blessings it contains. If you come 
to Christ as an unbeliever, then you have as good a warrant to 
come as any believer. To the very people who hated Him, Jesus 
said: “My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.” To all 
who hear Him, He says: “If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink.” “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 
That is Good News! That is the Gospel of Saving Grace! As John 
‘Rabbi’ Duncan said to a poor woman who hesitated to take the 
cup at the Lord’s Supper: “Tak’ it, woman, it’s for sinners!” And 
no sooner do we tak’ it than the Spirit of grace and supplications 
gives us another promise: “whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” Ah, dear friends, there is salvation wrapped 
up in these Gospel promises. All who receive Christ in the Gospel, 
both Jew and Gentile, receive the right to become children of God. 
We who believe are recipients of the Gospel blessings of the text. 

III. The Fruit of this Gift 
Let us notice in the last place the fruit of this gift of the Spirit of 
grace and supplications – ‘they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced.’ The Spirit’s immediate fruit is the ability to see the 
pierced Saviour. Before we receive the Spirit, we are blind to the 
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beauty of “that glorious despised object” (John Maclaurin), the 
crucified Messiah. So William Tidd Matson confesses: 
 ‘Lord, I was blind, I could not see 
 In thy marred visage any grace; 
 But now the beauty of thy face 
 In radiant vision dawns on me.’ 
Robert Murray M‘Cheyne expresses the same truth in his poem 
Jehovah Tsidkenu, when free grace awoke him from his sleep of 
death by light from on high. 

Now, all of us here have a completed revelation of all covenanted 
and promised blessings. Christ has been placarded before our eyes 
times without number in the Word read and preached. But the 
question is: has the Spirit of God removed the veil from our eyes, 
so that we see Jesus as crucified for our sins? This is the work of 
the Holy Spirit – to make Christ ours. It is not merely by 
possessing the Scriptures, but by receiving the Spirit of grace and 
supplications, that we shall see Christ crucified for us. And when 
we do, we shall mourn that it cost Him so much to redeem such 
sinful creatures as we are. Once the Spirit of God has begun this 
work, we shall want to see more and more of the King in His 
beauty. We shall pray: “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law.” We shall pray: “Lord, show me 
Christ.” We shall pray: “Lord, give me Christ, or I die.”  

We shall not be given over to craving signs and wonders, and 
visions of Christ. We shall be content with the Spirit’s 
illumination, which makes the revelation of Him in Holy Scripture 
real, personal and precious to us. It is by gazing on a crucified 
Saviour that we shall see the amazing love of God in sending His 
dear Son to the cross for us. And, like Augustine of old, we shall 
mourn. We shall mourn over our sins till we weep. We shall 
mourn that we continue to sin against a Saviour who loves us so 
much that He was willing to die for us. We shall mourn until the 
day that God turns our mourning into joy – joy that shall have no 
end. O then, let us pray God to fulfil this gracious promise to us.
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Book Reviews 
[Owing perhaps to the economic recession, the supply of review 
copies has almost dried up. Whether more will be sent us in future 
is in the Lord’s hands. Surely there is a solemn lesson for us here. 
Our time on earth is short. We probably possess several books that 
we shall never read. Let us then redeem the time, and make the 
best use we can of the precious Reformed literature we have. If 
with the Lord’s blessing we are enabled to read, pray over, and 
practice its contents, we shall be able to take truth to others, 
experience comfort in ourselves, and give glory to God. Ed.] 

Christian Focus Publications 
Prayer, Praise and Prophecy – Geoffrey Grogan. 336pp. £17.99. 
Hdbk. ISBN 978-1-85792-642-2. 
This fine study by the former Principal of Glasgow Bible College 
serves as an excellent introduction to the Book of Psalms. It is not 
a commentary, but a survey of the leading themes in the Church’s 
book of praise. Bearing such chapter headings as ‘The God of the 
Psalms,’ ‘God creates His People,’ ‘God rules His People,’ ‘God 
meets with His People,’ ‘God distinguishes His People,’ ‘God 
judges and blesses His People,’ ‘God refines His People’ and ‘God 
fulfils His Purpose for His People,’ the study enters deeply into the 
intimate covenant relationship between God and His elect.  
Dr. Grogan clarifies several issues raised by certain expressions in 
the Psalms, besides helping non-Hebrew readers to understand 
their structure and poetry. His phrase: “an election within an 
election” hands us the key to Romans 9 and phrases like “they are 
not all Israel that are of Israel.”  
The happy way in which the author combines objective facts with 
teaching on personal and communal worship makes the study both 
doctrinally and experientially valuable.  
Like so many books that have emerged from a lifetime of Christian 
service and that have cost their authors much painstaking, this one 
too calls for slow reading, mingled with prayer and praise if it is to 
benefit us. The Old Testament scholar Dale Ralph Davis remarks 
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that, were he teaching a course on the Psalms, this would be his 
textbook – a high commendation. Dr. Davis’s appreciation also 
indicates the fact that the book is scholarly, and suited to 
ministerial students.                                                                J.M.B. 

Reformation Heritage Books 
Reformed Thought – William Young. 432pp. $30.00. Hdbk. ISBN 
978-1-60178-159-8. 
Fifty years ago, your editor was stimulated to deeper commitment 
to the Reformed Faith through reading some of Professor William 
Young’s magazine articles. Quite recently, I sat wondering what 
had happened to him. Then the Heritage Reformed Congregation’s 
publications team sent me this volume. I am so grateful for it.  
A cordial subscriber to the Westminster standards and a strong 
advocate of purity of both form and content in the worship of God, 
Dr. Young presents a wide variety of themes with total conviction, 
considerable perception and vigorous intensity. Four sections 
indicate the scope of his interests: Theology and Doctrine, 
Sermons and Pastoral Writings, Christian Philosophy, and 
Reviews.  
His unequivocal condemnation of Antinomianism, coupled with 
his unshakable belief in Original Sin and the Puritan Principle of 
Worship, are matched by a pastoral tenderness and concern for 
souls that should make many present day claimants to the 
Reformed Faith ashamed. Though several fine rebuttals of Robert 
Kendall’s attempt to drive a wedge between Calvin and the 
English Puritans exist, few condemn his thesis as forthrightly as 
Dr. Young, with his observation of “mangled quotations,” “unfair 
and prejudicial interpretation of the Westminster Confession,” and 
“lack of sensitivity to the precise scholastic distinctions” in the 
Westminster standards. 

In the light of these qualities in the book, it is sad to see (in The 
Standard Bearer, the literary organ of the Protestant Reformed 
Church of America) carping criticism of Dr. Young’s 
condemnation of Hyper-Covenantism and Presumptive 
Regeneration. Dear friends, the times are so desperately evil that 
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we should be standing shoulder to shoulder against the common 
enemies of our precious faith, rather than defend our own fireside 
and criticize those who cannot agree with us on every peccadillo! 
For readers with a strong intellect, a sense of their own weakness 
and proneness to compromise, and a desire to present truth more 
passionately, this volume could prove a great stimulus, under the 
blessing of God.                                                                      J.M.B. 

Glory Veiled and Unveiled – Gerald M. Bilkes. 240pp. $9.00. Pbk. 
ISBN 978-1-60178-165-9. 
Subtitled A Heart-searching Look at Christ’s Parables, this 
slender but penetrating study is best summarized by its author’s 
introductory question: “You have likely read the parables of Christ 
before, perhaps many times. But have they read you?” Studying 
the Redeemer’s teaching with the searchlight on our own hearts 
and lives is not a common practice today. So many are keen 
merely to understand and analyse, without the least application to 
themselves. Here is a well-written antidote to this spiritual 
sickness.  
Not the least valuable aspect of the book is the opening section, in 
which ‘the Radiance of the Scriptures’ and ‘the Mystery of the 
Parables’ show us something of the glory of God’s kingdom and 
the preciousness of Christ respectively. Appendices to each 
chapter, in the form of questions, make the book a very useful tool 
for both private and group Bible study. I endorse Derek Thomas’s 
commendation: “We have come to expect good things from Dr. 
Bilkes, and in Glory Veiled and Unveiled we are not 
disappointed.” Would that all studies of Holy Scripture would lead 
us to our glorious King Jesus, as Rutherford styles Him.       J.M.B. 

Protestant Reformed Publishing Company 
David J. Engelsma: Federal Vision: Heresy at the Root (Reformed 
Free Publishing Association), Hardback £8, Pp.250. 
The Federal Vision is a false teaching that arose within American 
reformed churches towards the end of the last century. It is a 
heresy confined to paedobaptist churches and has some affinities 
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with the so-called New Perspective on Paul in that it rejects the 
Reformation’s teaching on the nature of Justification. 
In this book, Engelsma argues that the denial of justification by 
faith is the fruit, not the root, of the Federal Vision heresy. The 
root, he argues, is a false understanding of the nature of the 
covenant of grace that sees it as conditional upon human 
performance and therefore teaches that those who are elect can 
become reprobate. The first part of the book (Pp17-73) is an 
expanded version of a Reformation commemoration address, while 
the rest of the book deals with questions about the Federal Vision 
and the critique provided in the first part. 
On the whole this is a very good book, and Engelsma’s critique of 
the Federal Vision is insightful and helpful. A few features, 
however, mar its usefulness. First of all, it is very apparent that 
Engelsma is a preacher rather than an author, and rhetoric that 
sounds very good in the pulpit but looks artificial in print has 
simply been transcribed in several places. This can be rather 
distracting when it happens, and takes away from the usefulness of 
the work. Secondly, it is surely not necessary for Engelsma to 
spend as much ink as he does on criticising those who have written 
on the Federal Vision before him for not getting to the root of the 
matter as he has. Finally, the book seems to have been written 
mostly with the Dutch Reformed churches in mind, and this has 
the effect of making the issue appear to be much more of an ‘in-
house’ discussion than it really is. This is a shame, because 
Engelsma really does address the root of the matter with ability 
and clarity.                                                      Gervase N. Charmley 

…………………………………. 

We have received a number of booklets of considerable spiritual 
value from Mr William Murray, Lonemore, Dornoch. Sutherland. 
IV25 3RW. Telephone: 01862-810-099. Among them are My 
Beloved (Cathie Macrae), The Life of James Matheson, The 
Achreny Mission, A Brief History of Dornoch Free Church, and 
The Praise of the Sanctuary (Psalms, Hymns, Paraphrases). 
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Tapes and CD's of SGU addresses 
may be obtained from Mr T. Field, 34 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2HX

£2.50 + 50p each cheques payable to “Sovereign Grace Union”
Christ Alone ‑ Charles Sleeman. Haslemere
Particular Redemption ‑ Malcolm Watts
*The Imputation of Adam's sin to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas, Aberystwyth 
*The Imputation of our sin to Christ ‑ Geoffrey Thomas
The Imputation of Christ's righteousness to us ‑ Geoffrey Thomas 
*The Person, Priesthood and Protection of Jesus Christ (John 18) 
   ‑ Abraham Thomas
The Blessed Consequences of Justification by Faith 
  ‑ Malcolm Jones,, Maesycymmer
Adoption – Robert Oliver (Bradford on Avon)
Romans 9 by Clifford Parsons of Portsmouth
*The Life and Work of John Calvin by Gervase Charmley
*The Meaning of "All Israel" by Don Underwood of London
*Such A Great Salvation by Winston Saunders of Selhurst
*What Christ will do ‑ and how by Neil Pfeiffer
‘A Chosen People’ – Chosen in love, Chosen with Purpose & Chosen in Christ, ‑3 tapes 
by Mark Johnston
Perseverance – Michael Harley of Friston, Suffolk
Sanctification: Romans 6 – Austin Walker, Crawley
God our Hope: Jeremiah 14: 1‑9 – Malcolm Watts, Salisbury
The Rock Christ Jesus: Isaiah 28 – Ian Densham, Hemel Hempstead
Amazing Grace by Abraham Thomas of Halland
Sovereign grace by Nigel Lacey of London
*Omnipresence and You, by Keith Hoare of Herne Bay
*Omniscience, by Paul Relf of Chatham
*Omnipotence ‑ Something Understood, by Graham Thrussell of West Sussex
*Jacob's Ladder ‑ Dafydd Morris of Wales
*God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility ‑ Gary Brady of London
*God's Full Sovereignty, our Full Salvation ‑ Timothy Burden of Eastbourne
*The Unchanging Gospel ‑ Jeremy Walker of Crawley
*John 1:17 ‑ John Saunders of Chichester (AGM 2009 Evening Sermon)
*Our Reasonable Service, Romans 12:1 by Alun Higham of Cardiff
*Romans 16 by John Saunders of Chichester
*The Flood: The creation of a New world by Stephen Lloyd of Gravesend

Tapes previously advertised are still available.    Addresses marked* are also available on CD

Page 48



GENEVA BOOKS
Your Evangelical, Reformed, Protestant Second Hand Book 
Dealer wishes to buy your unwanted books and will travel 

to collect.

Catalogues by courtesy to regular customers.

Newcomers S.A.E. A5 size please

58 Elms Road
London SW4 9EW

MINISTERS' RELIEF SOCIETY
(Established 1872)

Serves the Lord by bringing together cases where Ministers of the Gospel 
or their dependents are in financial need and Churches or individuals who 
channel funds through us.

We need to hear from you if you or your Church is able to help financially or 
if you know of situations where our ministry may be needed.

For further details contact:
Honorary Secretary, 8 Marston Avenue, Chessington. KT9 2HF
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Forthcoming Meetings (D.V.)
Kent Auxiliary
Wednesday 11th July 7.30pm, Grace Chapel, Folkestone CT20 1HE
Speaker: John Cheeseman Subject: Christ Alone.

East Anglian Auxiliary
Thursday 19th July 7.30pm, 
Great Baddow Reading Rooms, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 7JR
Preacher: Revd. F.J. Harris (Providence Baptist Chapel, Chelmsford).

Surrey Auxiliary
Thursday 5th July 7.30pm, 
Bethel Chapel, Tadworth, Surrey
Preacher: Mr. John Saunders (Chichester) Subject: Union with Christ.

Thursday 27th September 7.30pm, 
Station Road Baptist Chapel, Redhill, Surrey
Preacher: Mr. Leslie Jarvis (Hailsham) Subject: Effectual Calling.

As ministers are willing to travel considerable distances to speak at these gatherings, it would be 
appreciated if friends and supporters of the Union could be present, if at all possible. 

Leaflets announcing the meetings, for display on Chapel notice boards, etc., will be made available 
nearer the time of the meetings.




