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Wheat or Chaff?

There are only two classes in the visible 
Church on earth: those in the state of nature, 
and those in the state of grace; those in the 
narrow way, and those in the broad way; 
those who have faith, and those who do not; 
those who have been converted, and those 
who have not; those for Christ, and those 
against Him; wheat and chaff. Besides 
these two classes there is none. Now, are 
you wheat, or are you chaff? Neutrality is 
impossible. You are either in one class or 
the other. Which is it?

Perhaps you attend church or chapel. You 
go to the Lord’s Table. You like good 
people. You can distinguish good preach-
ing from bad. You think Popery, and Islam, 
and Atheism false, and oppose them. You 
think your church is true, and support it. 
You subscribe to good causes. You attend 
religious meetings. Sometimes you read 
religious books. All this is well and good. 
But still this does not answer my question: 



Are you wheat, or are you chaff?
Have you been born again, as Jesus says you must be? 
Are you a new person? Have you put off your old way 
of life, and put on a new? Have you ever felt your sins, 
and confessed and forsaken them? Are you looking 
only to Christ for pardon and eternal life? Do you love 
Christ? Do you serve Him? Do you loath your heart 
sins, and fight against them? Do you long for perfect 
holiness, and strive after it? Have you come out from 
worldliness? Do you delight in your Bible? Do you 
wrestle in prayer? Do you love the people of God? Do 
you try to do as much good as you can in the world? 
Are you vile in your own eyes, and willing to take 
the lowest place among others? Are you honest and 
upright and conscientious in your business dealings? 
Are you loving and kind and uncomplaining at home? 
O think, think, think on these things, and find out the 
true state of your heart!

I beg you not to turn away from my questions, however 
unpleasant they are. Answer them, though they prick 
your conscience, and cut you to the heart. Answer them, 
though they may prove you wrong, and expose you to 
the anger and condemnation of God. Do not rest, do



not rest, till you know you are right with God. Better 
a thousand times you find out that you are unprepared 
to meet God in the great final harvest, when the wheat 
will be gathered into heaven, and the chaff cast into 
hell, and you are lost for ever.

                                                  John Charles Ryle, 
                                        first  Bishop of Liverpool
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