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Executive Summery 

 

 
1st of July, 2016. The date that has changed the lives of nearly every single Bangladeshi 

forever. That happened primarily for two reasons. Firstly, this is the day on which the 

shock of a multi-spectrum terrorist attack that came to existence in Bangladeshi lives. It 

is the deadly of its kind. Plus, it had all the elements needed to make it a success: 

creativeness, surprise, depth, ferocity, physiological impact, economic effect and lastly 

international exposure. And secondly, a new type of realization has hit of this country; 

that has hit many other nations before them; that the “happy, secured and enjoyable life 

that seems to last forever” as we know it can be brought to an end faster than we can 

imagine by only a handful of men whose heart is filled with hate.  

 

I have decided to write this article for a few reasons. Firstly, looking at the events of that 

fateful night brought out the old person out of me. I well and truly felt ashamed. As I 

have worked and in some cases while taking extraordinary risks to by own life in 

different hot spot of the world, watching something like this happening to my own 

country brought out the Bangladeshi out of me. And sitting in front of the television I did 

not felt hate, I did not felt anger. Rather I felt a strong sense of resolve immediately 

followed by pride. Pride that made me a Bangladeshi. 

 

I immediately made the ultimate decision that I will do whatever it takes within my 

capacity to leave my country for my 5- month old baby boy exactly the same way I have 

inherited, if not in a better state, from my father. If I can’t do that then I will die trying. I 

felt that it is time that we as Bangladeshi need to realize that it is better to die on our feet 

than to live on our hands and knees. 

 

But how am I going to do it? I felt that a paper is necessary to compose in order to have 

the thoughts clear in my own head. Plus, the very next day, I received a word of 

encouragement (to an extent that he wanted a paper as such as well) from a man I came to 

admire recently. 

 

I felt that great Military phrase: “Before you Shoot, Aim at the target; before you Aim, 

recognize the target.” So, I am making this simple 13 (thirteen) words purpose of this 

report and a guidance that will help me more than anyone else in order to “recognize the 

target” against which I am about to unleash my wrath. My only wish, when I find them 

God! You keep my aim true… 

 

Moh Hossain 

Dated : 05/07/2016 

 

Note : A lot of this information has been collected through open source as well as through 

conversations with people of Interest. If any information presented in this report turn out 

to be inaccurate and/or deductions proved to be wrong which is based on that inaccurate 

information, then the writer is extremely apologetic. Please bring the inaccurate 



information/deductions into the author’s attention as it will help his follow-up research 

immensely.                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Event as it Happened  
 

 

On the night of 01st of July 2016, a well equipped terrorist band assaulted a popular 

Spanish Café in Gulshan District in the City of Dhaka, Bangladesh and took hostage a 

total of 35 people; triggering a stand-off between the Security Forces and the armed 

terrorists which lasted for more than 11 hours and ended only after a concerted assault by 

the combined forces of Bangladesh’s different branches of service, an attack that was 

spear headed by the Bangladeshi Army’s Elite Commando Unit. 

 

The situation came to existence at around 8:45 pm of 1st of July 2016, immediately after 

the Adan of Isha. But to a trained eye the situation started to formulate long before. 7 

(seven) (disputed)  individuals came into the Holi Artisan Bakery- a café popular with the 

tourists and the expatriates- in twos and threes they came and started to take up positions 

in different locations of the café. It is understood that a group of 2 (two) took position in 

the ground floor next to the big glass window panel possibly to cover the inside (the bar 

area and the dining floor) and the “open area”- outside eating facility carpeted with lawn-

of the café while another group of two (2) individuals took up position on the first floor 

(to provide a over-watch for the initial assault). They were disguised as customers who 

came in to enjoy a nice evening meal. 

 

It is also understood that a group of 3 (three) men that came into the restaurant at around 

8:45 pm started the primary hostilities with the intention of taking over the facility. At the 

time, it was also understood that, the band of terrorists were equipped with military grade 

weapons and explosives, but after the event, it materialized that there was only one 

military grade assault rifle (AK-22). However, putting the situation in the context of 

terror group’s modus operandi in Bangladesh and their armament, the group was not 

lightly armed either (they had an assault rifle, 4 secondary weapons systems- pistols, 

number of Indigenously Homemade Explosive Devices - IHED with varying blast radius 

and different type of sharp weapons, a set of Inter Communication Devices – ICDs 

among other things). 

 

The initial assault that lasted about 10 minutes took the customers and the staffs by 

complete surprise. As understood, the terrorists took over the café without any 

opposition. 

 

The first news of the assault came to the knowledge of the government in the shape of a 

radio transmission coming in to the Gulshan Police Station. The Assistant Commissioner 

of the Police of Gulshan Division briefed the patrolling elements regarding the 

developing situation. Hearing the message, the Fast Responders, converged on the Café 

from all sides of the adjacent areas. It is understood that elements of RAB officers also 

moved into the area. 

 

Between 9:30 to 10:00, the Fast Responders established contact with the Terrorists 

holding the Café now firmly in their grip. The initial assault, as it formed out to be, was 

repulsed by the armed individuals located within the Café compound. As the advanced 



elements of the Bangladesh Police and later RAB officers approached the café, they were 

peppered with automatic gunfire and IHEDs. Completely surprised, out gunned and out 

matched the Fast Responders (which is an assortment of nothing more than patrolling 

elements of the Police and the RAB officers) broke into small groups while looking for 

cover to save them from withering gunfire. It is understood that a driver of a Japanese 

guest of the Café at this point took a direct hit after being caught in the crossfire (as it 

means in the military sense). The RAB officers withdrew with the casualty while the 

police force disbursed. In this assault, the Fast Responders took sustained casualty while 

trying to get into the building (which was sealed off by the café’s collapsible gate). In this 

circumstance, the responders were compelled to withdraw to a more secured location that 

provided cover while maintaining a visual contact with the target areas. 

 

Within short time of this incident, reinforcement began to arrive from other parts of the 

city. The commanders concentrated on biffing up the force ratio rather than to initiate a 

surgical strike before the terrorist have the chance to dig in. 

 

Major developments started to take place as the top officials of different branches of 

service began to arrive in order to get a grip of the situation. It is understood that, the 

Police, RAB and BGB Officers has made no less than 2 (two) attempts in order to 

consolidate their position in order to restrict the movement of the terrorists within the 

Café but all the effort was thwarted by the gunmen.  

 

Meanwhile, the news of death of two police officials started to circulate within officers 

involved in the operation and it became clear that the opportunity of snatching the 

hostages with a quick and decisive raid has disappeared and the both side prepared 

themselves for a long and drawn-out siege. 

 

Due to the media black out it was unclear what was actually happening on the ground at 

this time, but, it can be understood that Army Special Forces Support Staffers made 

number of trips between now and 6:30 am of the 2nd of July 2016 in order to assess the 

situation and make necessary preparations for an impending assault on the compound. 

Sometime after Mid-night, Navy Commandos as well as Bangladesh Police SWAT 

formations reinforced the Police, BGB and RAB officers on the ground in order to 

reinforce the blocking force that has by now completely isolated the compound from the 

outside world.  

 

Negotiations took place with little success but it is understood that at around 4:00 am, 40 

Army Commandos landed in Dhaka from their home base in Sylhet transported by an 

AN-30 Military Transport Aircraft. 

 

The decisive assault to extricate the hostages, dubbed as Operation Thunderbolt, was 

lunched at 7:40 am. The assault phase lasted 13 minutes within which 6 terrorists out of 7 

(disputed) was shot and killed on site and 13 hostages were rescued. At least 20 hostages 

were executed by the terrorists during the night. 

 



The Total Casualty toll in terms of death in this terrorist act amounts to 30 Killed 

(including 2 police officers KIA and 6 terrorists and the driver who was shot outside the 

café during the initial assault) and another 40 has been injured. Total number of freed 

hostage is 18 (13 freed after the assault from the compound, 2 rescued by SWAT officers 

during the night, 2 rescued after the terrorist let them go and 1 rescued near the lake with 

serious gunshot injuries)   

 

The operation ended at 10:59 with the controlled explosion of un-detonated IHEDs. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Forces Involved 
 

 

The attack was supported on the ground by following Units : 

 

 Police SWAT-  Participated in the  Diversionary Attack  

 

 RAB Officers- Participated in the Diversionary Attack  

 

 Navy Commando- Participated in the Diversionary Attack  

 

 Army Commandos form the country’s only Para Commando Battalion- 

Participated in the Assault 

 

 Elements of 46th Independent Brigade- Provided Perimeter Security for the 

Assault     

 

 Members of 9th Infantry Division- Provided Security Escort for the Assault 

Unit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

         

  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Security Implication of the Siege 
 

 

The siege of Holi Artisan Café marked a significant change in the thought process of our 

security professionals when defining Jihad Terrorism in the context of Bangladesh.  

 

The terror attack not only showed to us the willingness to up-tick the operational level of 

violence on Jihadists’ part, but it also showed to us their increased sophistication and 

coordination in planning attacks and execution of such planning. 

 

The attacks on the liberal community of Bangladesh and the hit and run attacks on the 

religious scholars can be seen as probing attacks by the Jihadists in context of the Holi 

Artisan Café attack. Sure, if the attack on Holi Artisan Café is a level up from the ones 

that has been carried out before it, then we can safely say that it sends a message out to 

the terrorists regarding our operational capability and there is no reason to think that more 

hacking attacks will not follow as the attack on Holi Artisan Café will embolden and 

encourage them even more (a religious personality of a local Hindu temple in Shatkira 

was attacked and mortally wounded while the siege of Holi Artisan was ongoing, more 

death threats have been issued to similar personalities). 

 

It is not a question of why they have attacked the way they did but rather how they 

attacked the Holi Artisan Café? And what is their objective? 

 

The attack itself is very slimier to Taliban styled hostage taking operations which is 

increasingly becoming a method of choice for the Jihad terrorists around the globe as this 

provides them with maximum media exposure, create optimum sense of insecurity among 

the populous and provides a platform on which to inflict large number of casualty on the 

rescuers (as we know that Hostage Rescue Operation is one of the most deadly type of 

military operations).  

 

It should not be taken lightly the fact that the terrorists chose to make the last stand 

(proverbial “one way ticket”- a phrase made famous by the al-Aqsa Martyr’s Brigade in 

the 2nd Intefeda in the year 2000) at the café unlike on many other occasions, where they 

would hit a target and simply run away. It can be argued that in the previous selection of 

their target, the ability to make the last stand was non-existent. Well that is true. Is it 

simply a message from the commanders of this group who wants to show off to us 

(through their operatives) the deadly fighters they have in their disposal so that we may 

fear more deadly attacks? Or does it show physiological shift among these Jihadists that 

they are prepared to bleed as long as others are bleeding with them? Most importantly, 

why suddenly change the type or undertake a high risk of target selection when the 

former was and still is working so well for them? Does it mean that there is a strategic 

change in their whole operation so that they will be targeting broader targets from now on 

and we will see an up-tick not only in terms of scope of the attack but more dangerously 

in terms of scale of the attack as well? 

 



One answer to these questions can be that, it is a message to the security forces of the 

country about their ability to select and perform operations a place of their choosing and 

at a time they desire. It is also a way to ridicule the security forces and the intelligence 

professionals of their inability of doing anything about the matter. 

 

The other aspect of the situation that might so happen is that, there is no relationship 

between the wave of hacking incidents and that of the Holi Artisan Café siege. Or in 

other worlds, the works are of a separate group. If that is the case, then we have more 

reasons to worry about. To start with, there are still terrorists breeding within the country 

despite our best efforts (Capture of over 14,000 suspected terrorists in the month of June 

alone) and the training and operational understanding they have demonstrated means that 

they have a much secured location of training and equipping themselves. How much 

we know about that? And does it include local population which directly or 

indirectly is aiding and abiding them in their “struggle”.  
 

One other aspect of the security issues that must be addressed in this chapter is, how 

come 7 (seven) (disputed) well armed and moderately trained individuals can escape 

intelligence net, evade security arrangements and can walk into the most secured location 

of the country (after High Security Establishments of the Government) and held out for a 

sustained period of time? I guess the answer of this question is not so short and I will not 

be trying to give the answer to these pressing matters in this chapter. I am merely laying 

down the premise for discussion in the following chapters. 

 

Lastly, and very importantly, I am sure that many academia as well as military and 

intelligence professionals have picked this one up as well, the terrorists that participated 

in this operation do not fit into the conventional profile that we know exist for the 

terrorist of Bangladesh. These guys came form affluent background, with considerable 

education in them (most of them were students of established institutions). So what is 

their motivation that drives them to such a despicable act?         

 

As intelligent people of the country on whose shoulder the security of our countrymen is 

vested upon, we must look for vital signs devoid of emotion and with absolute objectivity 

(as hard it may be on our souls) within these type of tragic event in order to realize the 

very elements that drives our enemy. And by doing so somewhat pitilessly, we would be 

able to grasp the weaknesses within our enemy so that we can use those against them. 

 

On the outset, one thing is clear; the fundamental objective of this terror act by this armed 

outfit is to disrupt the established life-style of the people of Bangladesh which they are 

habituated to. One benefit among many is that it will make the apparatus of the state 

security more reactive in order to reassure the population on the security aspects of the 

country. When thus is done, inadvertently, a trade-off will be made between the defensive 

and the offensive posture, therefore knowingly forgo some of the pro-active capability. 

This plays in to the hands of the terror groups. Since large formations will be drawn up to 

provide security in the populous areas, the terror groups then will have the freedom of 

movement in the less populated areas which will facilitate their operations. 

 



To provide an example, one important piece of information that hasn’t been mentioned in 

the news and talk shows is that, the number of Anser (a paramilitary group) that has been 

brought in to active duty for this siege. BGB and other law enforcing agencies all had to 

commit large number of their personnel from their formations not only in and around 

Gulshan but also effectively all over Dhaka city to reassure the public and make a 

physical statement that the situation is within the government’s control.  

 

But every single boot out on the street protecting locality means every less boot out 

looking for the safe houses of potential terrorists who are preparing to strike. Have we 

ever brought that into account? I am certainly not suggesting that we should not be 

concerned on how to provide maximum security for our countrymen, rather I am trying to 

say that we must also look for ways to counter attack the terror outfits while provide 

security to our countrymen as best as possible. In a nutshell, if we become reactive to the 

terror attack then the initiative will at some point will shift to our enemy. We must 

reassess our security arrangements but must not over do it. We must look for ways to 

strike back at the enemy to keep them off balance and to keep them on the run at all 

times.   

 

The other thing that is quite simply overlooked by the media is an event that took place 

within this event. An event that looks almost like nothing but to my eye it speaks of 

thousands of words. The ordeal of one Mr. Hasnat Karim and his family. The elaborate 

information regarding his ordeal can be found in The Daily Star (3rd July, 2016 issue) 

under the heading “Spared as they could recite from Quran” in page 1.  

 

Any person who read the story must have felt sorry for the guy and his family of 3 

(three). So did I. But this specific incident within this event speaks of things of epic 

magnitude to me.  

 

If you can recite form Quran you are a confirmed Muslim. So you get a humane 

treatment, food and water and you are also free to go. Your wife’s Hijab (Muslim female 

scarf) will help the cause too.  This is the synopsis of the story.  

 

If you are a Muslim by birth but can not read Quran. What about it then? Well, we can 

assume that you are not off the hook because 3 (three) Bangladeshi was shot and killed in 

the Café. 

 

So now let’s put this into perspective. To the terrorist who participated in the terror act 

has a physiological basis that this specific piece of event demonstrates. Their definition of 

Muslim can be found within this specific episode within this whole saga. And that is, it 

doesn’t matter which house you came from you must be able to recite the words of Allah 

in order to be a Muslim- or in other words- you must be a practicing Muslim in order to 

be recognized as Muslim. This falls in line with the al-Queada’s line of thought that a 

Muslim is he who can recite the words of Allah so that infidel may convert, by the will of 

Allah, by hearing the words of Allah from a Muslim’s mouth. This amplifies the global 

expansionist view of the participants who carried out the terror attack at Holi Artisan 

Café. A concept right out of al-Queada’s training manual. 



 

The other aspect of the same event is that, the three Bangladeshi citizens who were killed 

in the terror attacks, assuming that they failed to recite verses from the holy Quran, were 

educated in the Western academic institution and their upbringing has been a Western 

one. Their death shows that the terrorists who participated in the terror attack are not only 

willing to kill the foreigners/expatriate but also Muslims who are adapting and replicating 

the Westernized life-style and culture (their filtering process between the Muslims and 

Muslims with Western influence being the ability to recite Quranic verses). Suddenly, the 

targeting opportunity of these psychopaths has just increased ten fold. Almost whole 

country and majority of Bangladeshi has become a legitimate target in their view as we 

like to believe that we are a progressive nation willing to adapt and use the modern 

amenities of life in order to enhance and enrich not just our own lives but also the lives of 

the communities as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Political Implication of the Siege 
 

 

The terrorist are a breed of warriors whose ultimate goal is a Political one. Terrorist or 

terror networks (who have a little bit knowledge about history) never aspire to defeat its 

enemy militarily as it is known that overwhelming conventional firepower will always 

prevail the day against any weaker opposition. It is only when a terror group can match 

the firepower and/or manpower of an established army that they are opposing opts for the 

large scale offensives in terms of conventional multi-frontal or maneuver based warfare. 

In that case the terrorism lose its purpose and it becomes a full blown war. From the 

American Civil War to Tsar’s Russia during the period of Russian revolution, more 

recently from Palestine to Iraq (also Syria for that matter) the terrorist outfit has for 

always tagged a political aspect to their struggle and also to their operations so that 

directionalities can be checked and maintained intermittently during the overall period of 

the struggle in order to track the progress of their operation more than anything else.  

 

The terrorist prefer to use the element of fear and insecurity to have a political settlement 

that favors their cause. To say in the terms of General Carl von Clausewitz (and I have 

used his framework of natures of War for describing the nature of terrorism here), By 

MEANS of TERRORIST ACT, the OBJECT is to CREATE FEAR among the people, so 

that a POLITICAL SETTLEMENT can be achieved (on the terrorist’s terms) which is 

the GOAL (in this case a full blown sectarian or intra-sect violence can be regarded as a 

political settlement if the terrorists immediate goal is to destabilize the country. Secondly, 

without tangible achievement, recruitment and popular support from the local population 

will be dried out on which any underground movement rely upon as this works similar to 

a military’s version of Secure Lines of Communication. A good example of which can be 

found in al-Queada’s operations in Iraq; after the American invasion of Iraq in 2003, AQI 

(al-Queada in Iraq) went out of their ways to carry out security operations for the Sunni 

dominated Iraqi areas and counter-strike operations against the Shiite militia strong-hold 

in Baghdad and Anbar province in order to secure Sunni support for their fight against 

the US- led coalition forces. This led to horrendous casualty toll among the Shiite 

population in Baghdad which is one of the prime reasons that triggered a sectarian war in 

Iraq in 2006. 

 

The back and forth political rhetoric between the two leading parties in this 

unprecedented moment such as this is not going to help the cause of reunifying the 

population and resisting the terrorism in Bangladesh either. The political element must 

understand that disfranchisation between the two major parties in core issues such as 

national security is widening the divide even more at a social level that more or less 

already exist in our country. We, therefore, require unifying the two seemingly 

antagonistic political forces to present a unified front against this threat. The very future 

of our nation is at a stake and we can not turn our back at this threat any longer.  

 

In my view the immediate objective of these terror groups is chaos and confusion. Chaos 

and confusion at every level of government as well as at every levels of society. That 



objective will only be facilitated if the two major parties are constantly squeezing each 

others throat. I fear that lack of understanding combined with insecurity will encourage 

the population to take up the matters of security into their own hands. Therefore, armed 

groups (divided by political ideologies being one of them) when they are not allowed to 

be part of a political process can have only one consequence. That is : civil war. Form 

which only the terror groups will benefit the most.     

 

There is no hard evidence to connect the Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh and its student wing 

Islami Chatra Shibbir with the recent wave of terror across the country, however there are 

only soft ones. Although it is more or less confirmed that the party is not directly 

promoting violence (from the highest level) and nor it is facilitating such action by means 

of materiel and moral support to the terrorist outfits, however, due to the political 

philosophy of the party of Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh and its student front Islami Chatra 

Shibbir, the party is providing a platform for the extremists on which they are carrying 

out recruitment, use their (Jaamat-e-Islami, Bangladesh’s and Islami Chatra Sibbir’s) 

organizational network (without the party’s knowledge perhaps) and also to gather under 

an established network (as Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh is the only party in Bangladeshi 

political arena that is willing to establish a government loosely based on the teaching of 

political Islam) to carry out their own public relations work. We have seen this same 

method being used in Egypt when Daesh (Islamic State) requisitioned Muslim 

Muhajjirun’s (Muslim Brotherhood) political network initially in order to establish their 

base of operations in Sinai in 2014. 

 

Since we are engaged in an asymmetric war by one or more terror outfits, we can not wait 

for every potential threat to declare war on us individually. We must respond and we 

must respond in the most ruthless way possible so that our action will work as a deterrent 

for any future plan of terrorist attack. We must not only target the leadership and the 

operating structure of Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh and its apparatus but we must look to 

efface the very notion upon which this party is based on. Like the Americans who carried 

out denazification in occupied Germany from 1945 onwards and debaathification in 

occupied Iraq from 2003 onwards, we must look to carry out dejaamatification in 

Bangladesh which will calls for removing not just the organizational structure and 

political presence but also the social influences, intellectuals, social and political image of 

the party and most importantly the very idea upon which the party is based. The very 

concept of Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh has to be targeted and it have to be done 

simultaneously. We must look to erase the name of Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh not just 

from the political domain of Bangladesh but from the very fabric of our society. To an 

extent that within couple of decades the people of Bangladesh, our sons and daughters, 

will simply forget that such party even existed. 

 

This will create insecurity within terror groups operational in Bangladesh and squeeze 

their operational parameaterrs. We have seen a trend that most of the captured “genuine” 

terrorists in Bangladesh is at some point of his life was either a supporter/sympathizer of 

either Jaamat-e-Islam or Hizb-ut Tharir. These two organizations are being used to recruit 

and indoctrinate people in to radical aspect of Islam by the terror groups so that they can 

be used for barbaric crimes against humanity. 



 

A great analogy I use to clarify the role of Jaamat-e-Islam, Bangladesh and Hizb-ut-

Tharir in the context of terrorism in Bangladesh is that: it is popularly said that smoking 

cigarette is the doorway to drugs. Or in other words what smoking cigarettes do to a 

human being is that it takes away his sense of self control, create the sense of addiction 

and increase reliance on external materials in order to function properly. Therefore, once 

someone becomes hooked on smoking, at some point of his life he chose to take it a little 

further to explore a world which is unknown to the most of the non-smoker because by 

virtue of smoking cigarettes the percentage of him having peers who do hard drugs 

increase immensely. And slowly but surely they become dragged into more advanced 

level of drugs because of the company he maintains. Just like that, an entry to a party of 

Jaamat-e-Islam or Hiszb-ut-Thatir opens a whole new world of thinking process to 

someone that in many cases not possible for the general people to comprehend. The 

thought process these two parties advocates that there is other mode of governance 

known different than democracy. And it is based on the political Islam, covered under the 

Shariah Law. This lay out the foundation which enables a man to look at the world in a 

different view. Teach him to question every aspect of democracy and encourage him to 

look for solution elsewhere. So when the radical groups approach these individuals, their 

groundwork is already laid out by these two elements that in my view unknowingly 

working as a political front for the terror groups. And all the radical elements must do is 

to nourish these new found recruit into their own way of thinking by altering minor 

things. And that serves their purpose.                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Implication of the Siege 
 

 

Due to the strategic location of Bangladesh, and due to our heavy reliance over foreign 

aid that we require in order to function as a state supposed to be, it is no secret that our 

domestic matters are interfered with and in some cases our right in making independent 

decisions on internal matters are walked all over by foreign so called “friends and allies”. 

Therefore there is an international aspect of any crisis in Bangladesh. In this specific case 

we will be looking at issues of foreign involvement (more like intervention) in the 

security matters of Bangladesh as well as counter terrorism matters. Especially in this 

changed situation it is important to see how our friends and allies are behaving towards 

us as this will give us an indication on what kind of security and counter-terrorism policy 

the country should adapt. 

 

There are certain things I would like to bring up in the following lines which I found 

really interesting. 

 

1. On the day of the attack on Holi Artisan Café, Department of State issued a 

statement hours before where they have declared two of Bangladesh’s Islamist 

groups with links to al-Queada. 

 

a. Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) 

 

b. Al-Queada in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) 

 

 

2. The attack on the café started on 8:45 pm BST. Former Ambassador of the United 

States of America in Bangladesh came on air for CNN to give a video interview at 

9:10 pm BST where he declared that it is probably an ISIS triggered operation. 

ISIS claimed the responsibility hours later through their media wing. 

 

3. 12:36 am BST Charu Lata Hoog of Chatham House (a British institution that 

looks at different aspects of strategic issues worldwide and also a vital proponent 

to endorse the CIA’s coercive activities worldwide) came to the air in BBC where 

she declared that the operation is probably an al-Queada inspired attack. 

 

4. 1:10 am Shama Hussein comes to the air for first time on CNN where she was 

invited by Hala Gorani on the program called “World Right Now”. She claimed 

herself to a resident of Gulshan living on the same road “a few hundred feet away 

from the ground zero”. She also claimed that her cousin is at the café and they 

have not heard from her as yet. The lady will came to the air number of times to 

give periodic update to the viewers of CNN. 

 

5. 2:17 am BST United States Embassy in Bangladesh issued a statement that none 

of the US citizens that works for the Government of the United States are in the 



café and everyone is accounted for. Within the same hour, it became known that 

the foreign hostages are from Italian and Japanese origin.  

 

6. At 03:17 am BST Barbara Star, CNN’s Defense Correspondent reported that 

Pentagon believe that the attack is likely to be an al-Queada led operation in spite 

of the fact that IS (Islamic State) is claiming the responsibility (by then IS’s media 

wing issued an statement saying they are behind the ongoing operation at the Holi 

Artisan Café). 

 

7. 3:39 am BST. Phil Mudd, ex-military and a former CIA analyst came on the Air 

in the Wolf Blitzer’s Show where he claimed that the Hostage takers made 

number of demands. He mentioned the top three : 

 

a. Release Khaled Saifullah 

 

b. Safe passage for the hostage takers 

 

c. Establish Islamic Rule 

 

In actuality the demands were made public in the Bangladeshi news channels no 

earlier that 4;55 am.  

 

8. Elise Abbott, global Affairs Correspondent while speaking at the same show 

keeps informing the viewers regarding the background information on how a 

Muslim secular country became such a dangerous. She also blamed directly for 

the failure to address the terrorism issue of Bangladesh and claimed that the next 

morning the blame will probably be pointed towards the “opposition” (what 

opposition!?) party.  

 

9. Shama Hussein came back on the air and gave further update of the situation (she 

came on the air throughout the night several times for providing update). On 8;14 

am on her last update she tells Richard Holms that she is an American who is 

visiting her relatives while she gave an impression throughout the night that she is 

a resident of Bangladesh as she said number of times that she felt that there has 

been a shift in the security aspect of the country over the last few years  so on. 

 

10. The coverage of the event is continuing intermittently (less in frequency). But on 

the night of the event it was continuously covered with an hourly update on 

world’s other news that’s making the headlines. 

 

We have to put this thing into context that on the 3rd of July 2016, duel car bomb 

strike that killed 167 people in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad did not received such 

media attention. Nor did the suicide strike at the Turkish airport in Istanbul on the 

4th of July 2016 that took away 44 lives. Both of these country have US military 

footprint and are considered as strategic US allies (one of whichis a NATO 



member and currently under a sustained terrorist offensive) while Bangladesh is 

not. So why our country is given such media attention?   

 

Now one might call this paranoia for looking at it the way I am about to. But please bear 

with me…. 

 

Firstly, do we know the number of civilians that exclusively died from terrorist attack 

that did took place outside the mainland US in 2015? 

 

The answer to that question is 30,000 people killed in 344 separate terrorist incident, 

which means that at an average 87.21 people were killed for every incident. 

 

Good. Now the first question is that how many of those terror attacks did CNN covered 

exclusively the way it covered the Holi Artisan Café siege? Answer is 1. The terrorist 

attack in Paris that targeted Charlie Hebdo Weekly Magazine’s office.   

 

Well, I will leave the readers to draw conclusion on that. Rather I choose would like to 

talk about something of a different form a separate angle now. There is a phrase in the 

CIA Case Officer’s Training Manual call “Spur-up Subversion Technique”. Every new 

case officer taking the training studies this specific stratagem.  

 

The technique focuses on creating a condition so that people will not need to be asked to 

do something. Rather, they will willingly do the task that is expected from them as if it 

was their idea all along. The actions taken in order to create such condition are called 

“Spur-up Subversion Technique”. Rather than selling a product to a customer every time, 

how about that the salesman sales an idea instead? In that way the customer will never be 

needed to be sold to again. The customer will go and buy the product as if it is his/her 

idea that he/she wants to buy that specific product. 

 

It is a method that CIA have been using on the Americans for many decades now and to a 

trained eye it is nothing new anymore (if you know how it looks like). The method have 

been used during the Cuban Missile Crisis, during the military action against Panama and 

more recently before the Iraq invasion of 2003 in order to ensure the support of the 

Americans for the war or crisis is ensured (or at least a majority is achieved in any kind 

of vote).  

 

Application of this method in the intelligence community within the USA is that it 

familiarize otherwise simple-tone Americans with a “looming threat” in far corners of the 

world so that when the politicians look for their support, their (Americans) brain instantly 

recognize the “threat”- which otherwise unpaid employees of the Department of the State 

like the CNN has already injected in their brain by means of “exclusive coverage” of a 

specific event among many other ways. So the public supports the idea, congressmen or 

senators can go to their respective Houses and make eye watering stories and America 

like in the old western films goes around the world like the Cavalry rescuing poor 

defenseless men. Very simple but highly effective if you think of it. 

 



Rather, I expected a very intense coverage from the Indian TV channels because a stable 

Bangladesh is of more importance for the security of India and the security of United 

States. However, Indian TV channels had been rather quite about the matter. 

 

The other thing that I felt need mentioning is that the attack came just before the Chinese 

Premier’s state visit to Bangladesh in which he is supposed to sign multi- billion dollars 

deal. 

 

The fact that there is a growing interest about Bangladesh among the international 

community is not new news. And as the areas of contestation between the US, Russia and 

China is shrinking one by one, all the powerhouse is trying to beat the other in marking 

the new territories. It is an established fact that in the international politics, element of 

terrorism is regarded as a dirty card, but also a very effective one, that is often played to 

facilitate other interests. An indirect approach to gain other facilities. 

 

So, do we turn our backs to this so called “friends and allies” and do our own thing. My 

opinion to the matter is no. We should not. Rather we should accept what is offered to us 

in the shape of technical, economic and other vital support as we require them badly to 

combat this newly developed phenomenon. But we should not make trade off in order to 

acquire this assistance. That might jeopardize our very sovereignty in the long run. 

 

I believe the fact that India has a huge part to play in this new scenario. Our leadership 

should decide on how our nation can benefit in this matter. 

 

The aspect of international impact is purely economical. The attacks unfortunately left 

our allied nations in such a precarious position that our friends are unsure weather to 

maintain its nationals in our country or pull out. The later, if that decision is taken will 

hurt our economy very badly. It will jeopardize ongoing development work that our 

country badly requires. Without the infrastructure development Bangladesh will be 

unable to trigger a sustained growth which is long over due. We do not possess the 

technical know-how to construct infrastructural development ourselves. 

 

However, I believe very soon Bangladesh can get trade deals funds with relaxed 

conditionality from many countries such as the India, EU and the United Kingdom as an 

incentive to equip herself and fight the terror elements in Bangladesh.  

 

The other aspect of the international impact is that Bangladesh too is now in a precarious 

position. It will be hard for her now to avoid the international commitments in regards to 

counter-terror commitments. This in turn will affect our military as it might be called on 

to high risk peace-keeping operations in places like Syria, Libya and other African 

countries where Daesh has heavily engaged the government forces. 

 

Our embassies can be looked at as an easy target by the Daesh fighters operational in 

oversees countries which requires increasing protection to our embassies with our own 

military personnel pre-positioned there. 

 



This will affect our intelligence apparatus just as the military. Intelligence agencies might 

be called upon to extend its capability in places like Afghanistan and Northern Pakistan 

to monitor growing threat form Daesh. On top of that, Bangladeshi nationals living in 

overseas countries might also be a target of terror attacks due to the endorsement signed 

by the 1st of july,2016 event. True, we need not worry about Bangladeshi living in 

Belgium for instance as the security forces of Belgium is quite capable of providing 

security of the Bangladeshis there. But still we require to instruct the Embassies overseas 

to provide any form of support to the host nations in order to make their job a little bit 

easy. 

 

In other cases, where we know the security forces of the host nation is not capable of 

ensuring security for the Bangladeshi expatriates. Country like Libya, I think it is the task 

of Bangladeshi intelligence agencies to set up network to ensure protection for its people 

as well as the embassies. 

 

The other aspect of the security issue in the international context is that, in retaliatory 

attack in Bangladesh, should the government send an expeditionary force into Syria and 

Iraq to fight against Daesh. I am talking about limited strike with highly mobile 

formation in assistance Iraqi Army. Due to our neutral relationship with Syria, I feel that 

we might be able to facilitate an attack against Daesh in both side of the border without 

alienating any of our friends in the Arab world. A targeted attack in the Daesh’s 

communication networks, supply positions and ammunition storage areas can be a good 

way to avenge the fallen. Also, a targeted killing of Bangladeshi nationals fighting for 

Daesh (almost 150 of them) too can serve the purpose. 

 

The retribution can also be carried out by the intelligence agencies working in 

conjunction with the Army Commandos or Special Forces. As I understand it DGFI have 

organic para-military unit within its force structure, so a targeted killing in fashion of 

Mossad can be carried out of Turkey or Jordan (these two countries can provide a relative 

safety which is essential for intelligence agency centric strike operations.                     

 

Countries like US and Russia might engage in an arms race in regards to Bangladesh 

which has predominantly been a Chinese market now that we require arming ourselves. 

As I understand it counter-terrorism package is in the process of being offered to 

Bangladesh very soon that will contain advanced eavesdropping technology, thermal 

sights, improved training to the security forces, among many other things). These assets 

when in possession and well trained at it, will Bangladesh be able to escape international 

commitment?      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Now and Future 
 

 

As the dust settled of this horrific event, we must now ask ourselves how did it happened 

and how could we have stopped it. It will be a difficult task as we do not have any 

precedence to go by as this is the first ever attack of its kind in the history of Bangladesh. 

But we must try. And we have to keep one thing in mind while doing so that, we are truly 

the first and last line of defense in the fight against terror. Our failure can have disastrous 

consequence. 

 

First let’s look at how we performed in the actual operational side of things. 

 

- Reaction time of the Fast Responders is good. But lack of intelligence led them 

into the proverbial wolf’s lair about which they had no idea. It is a law that the 

Quick Reaction Forces go into a situation with little or no information and as the 

information comes to the command that information gets fed to the QRF as they 

are en-route to respond to a situation. But as a commander of a formation taking 

part in to QRF, he must have the wisdom to know when to press on ruthlessly and 

when to withdraw. He must have taken measures that would have reduced 

casualty on his part.  

 

- After recovering from initial shock the authorities decided to restrict news 

channels in broadcasting live feed. In my view that was a fatal flaw. There are 

some aspects of liberty we have to learn not tamper with. In my view those are the 

qualities that will make us different than the ones we are fighting. One might 

argue the fact that (as the top-most RAB officer said that terrorists can benefit 

form the news as well). Well, my answer to that will be a old military proverb : 

Tracer bullet works both ways.  

 

Every dynamics of a situation comes with its vices as well as with its blessings. 

We need to learn to block off it vices and make the best of its blessings. A perfect 

example in this context will be the US-led invasion of Iraq.  

 

The US invasion of Iraq in 2003 is regarded as the most extensively covered war 

by the news media in the history of human civilization. Every American move has 

been relayed instantly by the news media at the safety of the living room around 

the world. Yet within that situation, the commanders of the US-led Coalition force 

managed to work out and execute a deception plan that threw the entire Iraqi 

Army front off-balance in the initial stage of the war. 

 

America was looking for a Turkish permission in order to open a secondary front 

in the North in their planned drive towards Baghdad. Secretary of Defense of the 

time Mr. Ramsfield and Vice President Mr. Chenny traveled to Turkey in order to 

secure the permission from the Turkish government. In front of the gazed eye of 



the world the American 4th Infantry Division (ID) disembarked in Turkish port in 

order to assemble in their planned staging area. But Turkey, under heavy domestic 

pressure, faltered. They denied America the permission to use their territory to 

lunch any sort of attack. What Tommy Frank is to do? 4th ID is crucial for his 

battle plan. Without it the force ratio will stack up in favor of the Iraqi Army. He 

wished to employ the 4th ID in a secondary push towards Baghdad and thus split 

the Iraqi force concentration. Now he is faced with the problem of 

accommodating the entire invasion force in a narrow frontage of Iraq-Kuwait 

boarder. What he is to do? Almost every military pundit agreed that 4th ID was a 

necessary component in the American war plan. Frank encouraged his staffers to 

overplay the importance of 4th ID in the overall battle-plan to the news media. A 

lot was said on the television and newspaper. All watched by the Iraqi Generals. 

The loading of 4th ID back on the ship and setting sail for Kuwait was beamed 

back live on the television set of almost every house of the world. Again, the Iraqi 

Generals watched. Everyone said and rightly thought that the invasion has been 

postponed until the arrival of the 4th ID in Kuwait. And that is exactly what Gen. 

Tommy Franks wanted. To send out an impression that the invasion is not 

immediately forthcoming. In contradiction of everyone’s belief, US-led coalition 

thrust its available forces in Kuwait into Iraq and lunched Operation Iraqi 

Freedom: the Invasion of Iraq (1 Mechanized Infantry Division, 2 Marine 

Expeditionary Force, 1 British Division and 1 Airborne Division). This 

unexpected forward movement caught the Iraqi Army by surprise and coalition 

made good progress in the initial stages of the war by virtue of this deception 

plan. It was only when US forces reached Nasariah that Iraqi forces managed to 

mount effective defenses. 

 

We are not facing pity criminals any longer. The siege of Holi Artisan Café shows 

that our enemies possess imagination. We must not only match but surpass that of 

there’s in finding new ways of fighting them and hurting them.       

 

- Another aspect of this operation about which I have reservation about is not 

lunching a decisive assault in the initial stages. 

 

Again, it can be argued that there were global considerations that had to be taken 

into account. Well, to that my answer would have been had this attack be in 

places like Italy or in Japan and imagine there are Bangladeshi hostages there, 

will their counter-terrorist experts of these countries would have waited to talk to 

us. I can tell you that they would most certainly have not. No one does. That is the 

beauty of it. Because as soon as the terrorists take in hostages the countdown 

starts. The first three hours are regarded crucial as any terrorist band which has 

taken over a location can not and does not have the situational awareness 

necessary straight away in that specific changed situation and as a rule of thumb it 

is regarded that it takes around 3 hours for the terrorists to start function 

effectively in defense operations and to set new course of action. That is why this 

period is known in the counter-terrorism arena as the “golden hour”.   

 



In a hostage situation, every second is like gold dust. Longer the authority waits 

or hesitates to take down a hostage situation; more chance the hostage-takers gets 

to set up a effective defense in detail or to make the rescue attempt as difficult and 

risky as possible. 

 

Imagine the terrorists had command detonated explosives in vests. Eleven hours is 

a lot of time to ensure that every hostage is wrapped up in explosives and booby 

trap all the potential breaching points in order to cause maximum carnage on the 

rescuers. Plus, waiting for longer just plays on this suicidal fanatic’s hands as they 

end up getting maximum media exposure for a longer period of time. 

 

- The attack showed flaws in our counter-terrorist trainging requires serious 

thinking. I remember watching a clip in Shomoy Shongdad (while the initial 

attack is ongoing) where it shows that a police officer is being assisted by a RAB 

officer in loading the trigger and cocking mechanisms of an assault rifle. 

 

- Why not the electricity and the electronic signals were not jammed of the target 

areas are beyond my understanding. Not jamming the signals of communication 

devices allowed the hostage to send pictures and videos to different directions that 

allowed IS to take the credit for the attack so quickly. On top of that, although we 

have issued a media blackout on our domestic media, by not jamming the signal 

of the surrounding areas, we have allowed the terrorists to have their very own 

broadcasting service. Therefore our propaganda war effort was seriously 

hampered. 

 

- Security arrangement of Gulshan area needs to be reassessed. It is probable that 

the terrorists came through the lake area in order to evade security checkpoints 

(however, it is not right for me to comment of the matter as I am not in the 

situation). But one thing is certain are severe lacking with the security 

arrangement that we need to address. Counter Intelligence (CI) must reevaluate 

the current situation and reinforce the position they feel are vulnerable for 

infiltration. 

 

Due to the fact that this is an attack first of its kind in Bangladesh, the country will learn 

how to improve, increase and upgrade its capabilities in order to fight terrorism 

effectively. I am talking both tactically and operationally. But a few things on a tactical 

level I think the country require for the future. 

 

- An improved SWAT elements that are capable of managing and defusing 

situations themselves of this kind. I mean, that as a state we need to be prepared to 

provide security to our countrymen in the most harshest and difficult of 

circumstances. Imagine the attack increase in scope and scale in the future. Army 

will not and most importantly should not be there to carry out these types of tasks. 

Hostage rescue must me dealt by the police and the RAB officers. I propose 

training, arming and improving SWAT officers with their organic support and 

supply structure. And then, distribute these newly found elements throughout the 



country at district level so that they can respond to situations countrywide without 

relaying for support from the other formation.      

  

- Better training for the police force so that they can respond to such situation more 

effectively. 

 

- Improved use of helicopters (I do not know weather the helicopters have been 

used at all) but helicopter is a tremendous tool in this type of operation. We must 

look to acquire more helicopters for our police and RAB units (including ultra 

silent helicopters for inserting HSO- High Speed Operation- units) 

 

- We must establish the ability to eavesdrop and locate terrorists on held up areas 

by means of advanced equipments and sensors. And this tool should be made 

available to police and RAB officers in the earliest opportunity. 

 

- Body armor of not just the police force but also the law enforcement officials in 

general must be reassessed. We have to be taking preparation of engaging in gun 

battle with the terrorists who will be using FMJ (Full Metal Jacket) rounds. 

Therefore, the existing individual armor is not effective. We must look to acquire 

heave duty ceramic vest with additional chest and back plate in order to protect 

our officers from higher caliber rounds. 

 

- Increased use of snipers in the initial stages. I have seen sniper teams that came in 

with the Army Commandos but there should have been snipers on vantage points 

straight away. Snipers not only create a constant physiological pressure on the 

terrorists held up in the compounds but also they can be a good source of 

operational intelligence as they can see almost everything and relay it back to the 

authority. 

 

- Have a crime scene manager in place of incident while the situation is ongoing so 

that he can facilitate the operation by arranging and formationing necessary 

equipment required for the mission in pahsewise order, oversee theater of 

operation’s security aspect, handle civilian traffics as well as the press.    

  

As I have said before, the only way to get good at counter terrorism is by being into that 

situation and learning from it. And, I am afraid that there are no other easy ways to it. But 

we must learn from each one and learn quickly so that we can prepare ourselves for the 

future ones. 

 

The future will never be the same again for this country. Every government must get use 

to take the aspect of terrorism into context before making policy in the future. The event 

of 1st July 2016 has demonstrated that no matter how much Bangladesh tries to keep 

herself isolated from the world’s event the war sooner or later did came to her home and 

it is high time for our political leadership not just to assess a response domestically 

against this threat but a worldwide one because what happens over there matters over 

here.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 

The first and foremost lesson learned through this event is that our country was not 

prepared to respond to such an attack. We must look at the lessons learned based on that 

premise and try to draw up an effective counter terrorism policy in order to combat it. 

 

Secondly, our enemy has become very conscious on counter espionage measures. The 

have shown the ability of using cut-outs and compartmentalization in planning and 

coordinating their activities. 

 

Thirdly, our enemy has worked out a pattern in our response and learned to work within 

our response process in order to carry out their activities. 

 

Fourthly, when speaking of terrorists in context of Bangladesh, it creates a picture in our 

mind of a certain class of people with certain traits. It has now become clear that the 

terror groups had changed their criteria that are required to be their operatives. By 

analyzing the current situation it can be said that this recruitment shift was made no less 

than two years ago. 

 

Fifthly, terrorists are targeting soft targets that will give them maximum media attention. 

 

Sixthly, the selection of target shows that the terrorists have an understanding on the 

economic aspect of their actions and therefore, planning their operation accordingly. 

 

Seventhly, the terrorists are becoming more and more sophisticated in their use of 

weapons and explosives. 

 

Eighthly, the terrorist have a secure base of operations. 

 

Ninthly, the terrorists are showing ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance) 

capability. 

 

Finally, the terrorists are technologically sound and capable of maintain secure 

communications. 

 

On the back drop of this, we must look to have a counter-terrorism policy in place that 

assist us in combating this threat effectively. 

 

Firstly, we must look to bring our entire counter terrorism-effort under one single unified 

command. ‘Bangladesh Centre of Counter-Terrorism’ is someone wants to call it that.  

 

The Operations Section of this centre should include elements of intelligence services, 

elements of law enforcing agencies, the Army, Navy, and the Air force. The section will 



coordinate all the intelligence operation, intelligence gathering, intelligence assimilation, 

intelligence processing and all the counter-terrorist operation with the country and 

abroad.  

The Research Section will be comprised of elements of BISS (Bangladesh Institute of 

Strategic Studies, leading public and private universities, academia of different ideologies 

(opposition thinking that is not in line with the ruling party is necessary to have within 

the panel so that we can find contradiction of ideas which will in effect create 

comprehensiveness and intellect). Product of this research will be analyzed a by a 

separate cell who will comprehend the information and develop and/or adjust counter-

terrorism doctrine of Bangladesh. There must be a separate fund from the Bangladesh 

Ministry of Finance which can be paid through the Ministry of Education. 

 

Secondly, Before 1st of July 2016 the law enforcement agencies were unwilling to take up 

cases of missing persons. On the 4th of July 2016 one of the top official have said to the 

news media to report urgently of any missing person. There is a change of attitude with in 

the police of RAB officers which shows that our nation is mentally yet not ready for the 

hard times that lay ahead. We must train our forces. Training builds confidence among 

many things. It enhances capability and increase self-assurance among the public. 

 

Thirdly, we must not encourage establishing vigilante groups in the local level. Since the 

call came from the government- a decision it has taken unilaterally, and due to a 

considerable percentage of anti-government sentiment that exist in the country, the 

vigilante movement can be seen as a mare extension of empowering party activists at a 

local level and that can undermine the overall counter-terrorism effort. Plus, allowing 

untrained civilians with counter terrorist role can lead to an extended risk to their 

personal safety. 

 

The situation can be managed like this, everyone should assist the law enforcing agencies 

with information on new faces that has been moving around within their own community. 

This message too must come from an unified political platform. 

 

Fourthly, we must look to carry out intelligence operations by means of targeting persons 

of interests. It is a common practice in Bangladesh especially at a ground level, where the 

phrase ‘intelligence operation’ sometimes gets confused with the technique known as 

‘intelligence gathering’. We must also look to isolate elements within the extremist 

groups and use them to combat the ultra-extremist groups (those famous word of 

MoaTezung “Hoist the Red Flag in order to fight the Red Flag”. 

 

War or conflict is a continuous process (especially in the context of insurgency and 

counter-terrorism). We must work out possible outcome of conflict between us and the 

terrorist in the event of an unintentional collision, type of which we would like to avoid, 

and must have a plan flexible enough to take advantage of that changed situation. 

Speaking In terms of dialectics philosophy, Between the thesis and the anti-thesis come 

synthesis once collided. Aplan should be in place in the likelihood of a synthesis arising. 

In war information and planning is vital, but what is equally vital is the ability to act 



faster than your opponent in the changed circumstances. We must wok out all 

possibilities that may occur from this day forward and plan accordingly.  

Fifthly, Due to the fact that our enemy is using cut-outs and compartmentalizing their 

operation we must look to place clandestine operatives as well as mole within their 

network in order to collect intelligence.  

 

Sixthly, we must target their weapons supply network and try to limit their access to it. In 

this respect, the ruling party members can be used in order to establish contact and collect 

information on the customers looking to buy advanced weapons. 

 

Seventhly, we must train a very capable batch of surveillance specialist that are also 

capable of carrying out special reconnaissance. 

 

Eighthly, we must look to boost our own ISR capability. 

 

Finally, we must look to take the electronic warfare to our opponents to the greatest 

degree possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

The lessons learned from the Holi Artisan café siege is one learned by blood. I am sure 

that it is one experience none of us would like to go through again. But the truth of the 

matter is that the nature does not allow any void spaces to grow. In other sense, as the 

means of conventional way of showing opposition is becoming scarce, the other ways of 

opposing will be sought out. The threat has come and we are not ready to give it a proper 

reception.  

 

If anyone expected that Daesh (Islamic State) will come to Bangladesh and announce it 

by means of opening a recruiting agency in one of the Central districts of Dhaka, then I 

will say that they have not studied the phenomenon closely. Nor do Daaesh hand out ID 

cards with their own company logo on it to its operatives. The arrival of Daaesh must be 

gauged by the nature of attack, level of sophistication in the attacks and by gauging the 

modus operandi that has been utilized by the organizations which might already be 

familiar to us as Daesh in majority of cases take over the local already established 

organization rather than opening one of their own (Boko Haram and al-Shabab are 

separate Jihadist entity but both of the organization has taken an oath of allegiance to the 

Daaesh Khalif, thus becoming an extended arm of Daesh in Africa who are now 

authorized to use the Daaesh’s name and flag as their own should they choose it). 

 

I believe that we have a chance of winning in this fight because we live in a land where 

great philosophers like Lalon Shah, Rabindronath Tagor, Hason Raja Michael 

Modushudon Datta were born. This is not the land of Abul Wahab, Sheikh Kuttub nor 

Yasir Arafat. Nor this is the violent Middle East where the non-verbal sign of discord is 

called 7.62mm. Our people by nature reject violence and embrace harmony. That is our 

way of life. This, in the world of intelligence which is tasked with combating terrorism, is 

regarded as a very rear gift. 

 

Thank you very much.           

 

           

               


