
 

 
 
 
 

 
MISSING OUT ON SELECTION IN THE DEVELOPING YEARS 

 

 
The disappointment of not gaining selection at either club or Representative level is a problem that 
most players will have to contend with at some time in their career. 
 
It is not an easy situation especially when you feel that you have performed well enough to get the 
spot.  Over the years I have seen selections that have amazed me, confused me or just made me 
angry as sometimes the selections are clearly wrong. 
 
It is however, not something as player or parent can control. Fortunately poor selections do not 
happen as often in the higher age brackets. 
 
If you do miss out on selection take an honest look at your playing standard or get some impartial 
person to critique your game. 
 
If there is a weakness in your game work on it, if not work harder to improve your all round game so 
you cannot be ignored by the selectors. 
 
Sometimes there may be a genuine reason why you have missed out which has nothing to do with 
your form. Like field players certain types of goalkeepers suit different styles of play.  If a coach 
wants to play out from the back the coach will expect that the keeper selected to be capable of 
playing high up the field, connecting with the defence, have a good first touch as well as good 
distribution skills. 
 
The physical make up of the team may influence the coaches’ selection of the keeper.  A tall keeper 
who comes for high balls when the back line is made up of small defenders may be the preferred 
option over a keeper who is a good shot stopper but stays on his line and relies on the back line to 
clear any high balls. 
 
For this reason, it is so important that in the developing years that keepers acquire all the skills 
necessary and are not limited in their ability. This will increase their selection opportunities. 
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