
 

 
 
 
 

 
SETTING YOUR CAREER PATH 

 
As stated in out newsletter, IGA has a number of our goalkeepers who have signed overseas and are presently 
vying for contracts as full time professional footballers. 
 
Parents are faced with the decision regarding which is the best course to take, either play in the local league and 
aim for an A League contract or try to gain an overseas contract. 
 
Both methods have their pros and cons and some research should first be completed on the players’ eligibility to 
meet the ancestral requirements of the country of choice. 
 
While there are many organisations who will convince parents that this is not a problem, and that there are 
loopholes in the laws, this is not always so. Many parents find themselves considerably out of pocket with the 
player in question shattered when they find that the laws are quite strict in these areas. 
 
Playing in the local scene with a State League club while looking to develop an A-League career may not seem as 
glamorous as playing with Liverpool FC or Manchester United but is often the best method. 
 
Mark Schwarzer, Zeljko Kalac, Mark Bosnich, John Filan, Bobby Catlin, Jason Kearton all played in the old NSL 
before moving to Europe or England as established players. 
 
All of these goalkeepers learnt their trade in Australia and then moved on and played at the highest level.   
 
Many parents and young goalkeeper’s think that the training they will receive overseas is better than they will 
receive at home here in Australia, and this is not always the case. 
 
Australia has been producing world class goalkeepers for over sixty years. Our goalkeepers are well thought of 
overseas because they get a good grounding here and then have the opportunity to develop their talents as they 
progress to the older age groups. 
 
One of the biggest mistakes that parents and players make when they trial is that they are not realistic regarding 
their preparations and their current ability.  Many players get the opportunity to trial at a good level and blow it 
because they are not properly prepared, they have not put in the hard yards, they are not fit enough or they have 
deficiencies in their game that will be exposed in training.  
 
Not all players will want to play overseas or even at an A-League level, however, consideration should be given to 
where the player wants to play and what level they wish to achieve.  The age factor is important as there is a small 
window of opportunity available for players who wish to play at a professional level.  Players as young as twelve 
with the necessary talent and wishing to play in the Premier Youth League should have some idea of a career path. 
 
Planning is paramount when developing a career path; this is an area where IGA staff have many years of 
experience. If you require further information call Jim Fraser for an appointment on 0407 728 862. 
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