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“Welcome to the Children’s Liturgy”
[image: Morning Prayer]






Sunday morning is a time when our young parishioners come together with other children, to talk about their week and to listen to the gospel message in their own unique way.

Each week we will give you the following:
· A layout of what would normally happen at Children’s Liturgy
· Some suggested questions to chat to the children about
· A Colouring in Sheet for younger children
· A puzzle for the older children
· Some songs to try with your children
· Links to other resources

	Bringing together Children’s Liturgy in this way is new for us so if anyone has any
suggestions As how to improve this, please let us know at this email:

	fredmcconell@btinternet.com



Children’s Liturgy 
Find a quiet place to come together with your children. 
If you have a cross and a candle then set these out. 
If possible, print out the activity sheets in advance. 
[image: ]Make the sign of the cross 
Light the candle 
Tell the children that we are lighting a candle to remind us that Jesus is here with us today. 
 
Saying Sorry     
Ask the children to close their eyes
Help the children to reflect over the events of the past week. The good actions that they did, but also the moments when they said or did something that made someone feel sad. Encourage them to try their best this coming week.


[image: ]Sorry Prayer 
Forgive, us Lord, when we have let you down, when we have
forgotten that whatever we have done to others, 
we have done to you,
fill us with the spirit of your love and goodness,
so that we can change our hearts and try again.
 
[image: ]Sing a sorry song 
When we say that we are sorry god forgives 
When we say that we are sorry god forgives 
When it’s large or when it’s small 
He will still forgive it all 
When we say that we are sorry god forgives     

The Gospel
“The Parable of the Tenants”
In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks to us about a man who has real trouble with the tenants who are looking after his vineyard. Let’s find out some more about this in the Gospel reading. 

Let us now greet the Gospel by making the sign of the cross with our thumbs:
1. (touching our forehead first) saying “We think of God” 
2. (now our mouth) saying “We speak of God” 
3. (now our hearts) saying “We love God” 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Gospel: Matthew 21: 33-43

“Listen to another parable,” Jesus said. “There was once a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a hole for the winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he let out the vineyard to tenants and went on a journey. When the time came to gather the grapes, he sent his slaves to the tenants to receive his share of the harvest. The tenants seized his slaves, beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again the man sent other slaves, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all he sent his son to them. ‘Surely they will respect my son,’ he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the owner's son. Come on, let's kill him, and we will get his property!’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
“Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” Jesus asked.
 “He will certainly kill those evil men,” they answered, “and let the vineyard out to other tenants, who will give him his share of the harvest at the right time.”
Jesus said to them, “Haven't you ever read what the Scriptures say?
‘The stone which the builders rejected as worthless
    turned out to be the most important of all.
This was done by the Lord;
    what a wonderful sight it is!’
“And so I tell you,” added Jesus, “the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce the proper fruits.”
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission)  
Gospel Discussion

A man takes good care of his vineyard. He plants grapes in it, builds a fence and a tower and a press for making wine from the grapes. Then when he goes away he asks some other people to look after it for him. These people are his tenants.  
 
When the time comes for the wine to be ready, the man sends his servants to collect it. But the tenants do not want to share and they hurt the servants.  
 
Eventually the man sends his son because he thinks the tenants will respect and listen to him. But the tenants treat the son no better than they treated the servants. How do you think the man felt when he heard what the tenants had done?  
 
The tenants were greedy and wanted to keep all the wine for themselves. They didn’t want to share it with anyone, not even the man who owned the vineyard.  
Do you think this is what Jesus wants us to be like? No? What does Jesus want us to do? 
 
Jesus told this story so that people could understand more about God and what Jesus had come to do on earth. The different characters in the story represent God, the prophets – who were God’s messengers to the people – and Jesus.  
 
Who do you think the man who owned the vineyard is?  (God)
Who do you think the servants are who the man sends to deliver a message to the tenants?  (the prophets)
Who do you think the son in the story is?  (Jesus)
 
Like the man who gave the vineyard to his tenants to look after, God has given us the earth and all that is in it. God also sent his son Jesus to show us how to live.  
 
We are responsible for looking after the earth and all the animals, people and plants that are in it. Can you think of ways that we sometimes don’t take as good care of the earth as we should?
 
What happens when we don’t look after the earth?  

When we don’t look after the earth, it becomes damaged. This affects people who are poor the most. 

The bad tenants in the gospel story thought only about themselves. Jesus asks us to think about other people too, to use the resources of the earth wisely so that everyone can have their fair share and enjoy the wonders of God’s creation now and in the future. 
 
What will you do to take care of the earth now and in the future?  


[image: ]Closing Prayer
Creator God, may we listen to your word. 
Teach us to care for each other and for all creation so that all people may have what they need. 

Amen. 



Resources 
If you are interested in exploring more then please look at this page:  https://archedinburgh.org/news-events/
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Dear God,
Help me spend today ‘

with a (%mx'(& on my face

LOUE) in n’y heart,
Jog in His grace,
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Amen




