
  
 

1. (a)  In ‘the good old days’, a healthy weight for a newborn human baby 
was regarded as being about 8 lb (pounds). Reckoning roughly at ‘1 lb 
= 450g’, what is this weight in kg?       

(b)  A fairly respectable weight for woman (pregnant or otherwise) 
would be around 10 stone. 



  
 

     (i) How many pounds is this?            

     (ii) How many kg is this, at the accurate conversion 
 rate of 454g to the pound?  

    (iii) What would this be to the nearest whole kg?    

    (iv) Returning to your accurate answer for (ii), let us assume that a 
woman registers exactly this weight – lightly clothed and heavily 
pregnant – when she arrives to give birth in a hospital. She produces 
an ‘average’ baby such as in part (a) of this question. What does she 
weigh after the baby is out? (You may ignore other natural losses in 

blood, sweat, tears etc for the purposes of this calculation …) 

    (v) What is her new weight to the nearest kg?     

    (vi) A newborn baby is typically 20 inches long; what would this 
measurement be in cms? (You should show your working)       

It may be tough saying goodbye to words you wrote yourself but, if the result is a 

leaner, tighter story ~ then get rid of them! Is there any need for extra phrases, 

adjectives and adverbs? 

She opened the heavy door cautiously and walked very slowly out across the 

vast carpet towards the distant centre of this silent room. Not a single bird 

was singing in the frosted winter trees outside. She could see her uncle’s two 

big brown eyes peering at her over the top of his morning newspaper … 

All very well, but, line-by-line: 

1. Whatever this situation is, there are too many ‘y’ sounds in the top line: 4 of 
the 1st 10 words end with it. Aren’t we laying it on a bit thick? 
‘Walked … out’ could be unhelpful: is she moving out of the room, or into it? 

2. If the carpet’s vast, the centre must be distant; need we really say both? In 
fact, do we need to mention that the floor is carpeted? Unless the colour of 
the carpet’s important (or perhaps symbolic, eg black or red), all it does is 
help deaden any sound in the room, as we’re already about to say (‘silent’). 
It could probably go altogether. 

3. The ‘purple passage’ about the trees is largely wasted too. We may already 
know it’s winter, in which case it’s tiresome to repeat; ‘frosted’ might be 
enough, as we also know it’s morning (maybe from the context, and now 
from the ‘morning paper’).  
Incidentally, where else would birds be singing anyway, and where would 
trees be other than outside a house? (If there were trees indoors, you would 
have the makings of a story!) 
And while we’re at it, ‘single bird … singing’ doesn’t quite work: that quick 
repeat of ‘sing’ strongly suggests the insistent sound of birdsong, yet the 
whole point is that there’s none at all. Better, perhaps, to say ‘not one bird 
was singing’? 

4. We don’t need to say ‘she could see’, as it’s surely obvious that she did; 
we’re already more or less looking over her shoulder as she enters the room. 
And there’s really no need whatever to remind your readers that her uncle 
has two eyes! 

Perhaps the passage would work just as well like this … 

Edging open the heavy door, she crossed slowly towards the far centre of this 

silent room. Not even a bird was singing in the frost outside. Her uncle’s big 

brown eyes peered at her over the top of his morning paper … 

… and we’re down from 54 words to 41, de-cluttered by a factor of around a 

quarter and setting the scene more crisply for whatever dialogue is to follow. 

You could well improve it still further yourself. 



  
 

THE POINT OF SHEEP  KEEPING ME BUSY 

Mary had a little lamb  My uncle sent a birthday parcel, 

   Which, in a year or so,  A jigsaw of a famous ……………… . 

Grew up to be a hefty ………    There are about a thousand bits, 

   (As male ones do, you ………… ).       You have to find where each one ………… , 

He had his way with many ewes And every piece I seem to try 

   And fathered fleecy flocks, Shows either stone or grass or ……… .  

So folk like us can line our ……………    This could take weeks to do, I fear ~ 

   With pairs of woolly …………… .    It might not be complete next ………… ! 
 

 

HARD TO UNDERSTAND         NATIVITY SCENE    

The outside of our kitchen kettle      We’re practising our Christmas play, 

Gleams with lovely shiny …………… ;      We have to do it every ……… . 

   When I peeped inside today          Last year my sister, who was ‘Mary’, 

   It looked quite different,          Found the whole thing really …………… ;  

drab & ………… .        I came on dressed as a sheep, 

Mum says it’s solids that appear      Said ‘Baa!’, curled up and went to  

Because our water’s hard round ………… .       …………… . 

   A liquid, hard? Sounds daft to me;     This time I hoped to be a King, 

   Who  wants a cup of solid ……… ?        But Miss wants someone that can ……… ! 

‘These A/A* answers are so hot, we had to get a special type of ink made just to 

stop them burning through the page. That’s not actually true, but they really are 

useful – so take a look … ’ 

We are delighted with a wonderful set of ESL quizzes written by Ian. His attention 
to detail is second to none. He went the extra mile on every quiz to explain the 
English language. Highly recommended! 



  
 

Predication of Future Market Demand 

According to the Statistical Communiqué of the People's Republic of China on National 

Economic and Social Development issued by the National Bureau of Statistics (2003), 

China’s steel output for that year was 220,000,000 tons, an increase of 21% compared 

with 2002. On the basis that welding steel accounts for 40% of this output, the quantity 

destined to find its way into welded structures could be calculated at approximately 

9,000,000 tons. 

In developed countries, however, welding steel generally accounts for 60%-70% of 

output; according to the general National Economic Development Objective for 2020, 

and in line with developing welding-industry trends in China, we may reasonably predict 

that China will aspire to be welding some 60% of output by, or during, the ‘teen’ years of 

this century, by which point the annual national steel output will have risen to between 

250m and 300m tons. 

This means the absolute welding quantity will potentially be doubled, stimulating a 

literally unprecedented demand for efficient welding services and a workforce fully 

capable to deliver them. Taking into consideration the sector’s current dynamics of 

potential growth in production efficiency in China, the sheer demands of productivity, 

and labour force statistics as they presently stand, China’s future specialist workforce 

requirement may be quite responsibly be estimated at, or rather over, one million 

qualified individual technicians. There can hence be little scope for doubt but that the 

welding industry will necessarily maintain growth throughout the coming decade. [ … ] 

Conclusion 

China needs TWI, and TWI will enjoy a broad sphere of influence in China.  

With help and support from TWI, on the one hand Luxi International School will further 

promote TWI training and its internationally recognised certification system, jointly 

promoting and furthering the development of practical welding skills, so as to contribute 

to the evolution of the welding industry as a whole and also to enhance the prospects 

and fulfilment of its individual practitioners. [ … ] 

Ian, 

I’m truly amazed by your proposal is (sic) one of the best I’ve ever read and 
you’ve got my full attention. My feelings are that you have accurately assessed 
the situation in China and identified the huge potential. 

I’ve been flying in and out of China for the last 4 years …  I’m very keen to meet 
you and discuss your proposal in more depth. Just as a point of interest, would 
you be involved in the negotiation process?  

Regards 

Ernesto Moskini 
Regional Manager (SEA) 

TWI Training and Certification (S.E. Asia) Snd Bhd, Selangor, Malaysia. 

     



  
 

[ … ] I must confess I came down off the dais feeling a little smug, that I had done 
a pretty good job. I even gained a warm ripple of applause. 

After a coffee break I saw the next speaker, the CEO of a large US firm: I confess I 
made an instant judgement, ‘There is no way he’s going to be as good as me’. 

He didn’t stand at the podium like I had, and spoke without prompt notes. From 
the front of the platform he told a series of stories, with just a few facts sprinkled 
in here and there. He told a change-management story about how, as wayward 
teenager, he had changed after talking to a policeman; when discussing sales 
growth, he didn’t use graphs, but talked about his blossoming garden; when he 
spoke about leadership, he didn’t revisit the timeworn roster of great historic 
generals & leaders for examples, but talked instead about the life lessons he 
learnt from a teacher. 

He left the stage not to a ripple of applause, like me - he got a standing ovation.  

My heart sank as I thought what a poor leadership job I had done in trying to 
inspire the audience with my logic.  

That was the moment when I realised great leaders are invariably great 
storytellers. 

It was then I recognised how storytelling solves the problem I had faced in the 
past: how to inspire action amongst the teams I had worked with. 

I have since researched storytelling to see how it can be used most effectively by 
managers and leaders to make decisions and changes, and overcome their key 
business challenges. [ … ] 

Apply The Power of Authentic Leadership programme to give your leaders and 
organisation an edge; create authentic leaders who are: 

 More assured and self-confident 

 Fully ‘present’ at work 

 Able to express themselves freely 

 Comfortable with ambiguity  

 Resilient yet flexible in their leadership style   

 Confident to make difficult decisions 

 Robust in their reactions to adversity 

 Happy to take on new ways of thinking, to make a non-linear step-
change in your organisation's performance  

Feedback: 

Ian provided a highly professional proof reading and prompt service. He delivered 

more than was asked and this was greatly appreciated. I highly recommend his 

services and will use him again. R, 28 Mar 2012 



  
 



  
 

You say in your letter that there is more work to be done on these drafts; I find 

much to admire, though, and I hope you will work at them … your main 

structures do you much credit. 

It is a pleasant walk along the old promenade to Maidenhead Bridge. The pathway 

is only separated from the river by an iron railing, and an avenue of trees forms a 

barrier between me and the road. About halfway between the lock and the bridge 

is an engraved slab in the pavement bearing the ode, 

Old Father Thames goes gliding by: 

As ripples run he winks his eye 

At Cotswold cows & Oxford dons; 

Nodding to Windsor’s royal swans, 

He bears our nation’s liquid crown 

By lock & weir to London town. 

May all that know and love his banks 

Pause here awhile to offer thanks. 
       MAAC 2002, Ian Miles 

So I offer thanks and move on. 

 


