
HYSA TRAVEL PROGRAM RULES AND REGULATIONS - Amended 5/6/2013

The Executive Board of the HYSA has promulgated the following Rules and Regulations specific
to the HYSA Travel Soccer Program.  These rules and regulations will be effective April 3, 2013
and shall apply to all teams formed after that date.  Existing HYSA teams formed prior to April 3,
2013 will be exempt from the rules regarding “Team Formation” in an effort to keep existing teams
intact.  

GOALS OF TRAVEL PROGRAM

1. The Hammonton Youth Soccer Association (HYSA) Travel Program is created to offer a
competitive travel soccer program which focuses on age-appropriate youth soccer development and
strives to emphasize sportsmanship, team play and individual growth of the members through
competition.

2. The HYSA Travel Program shall be sanctioned by any leagues which are governed by
New Jersey Youth Soccer and United States Youth Soccer Association.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

1. The HYSA Executive Board shall create a “Player Development Committee” (PDC).

2. The purpose of the HYSA PDC shall be to assist in the formation of teams within the
HYSA Travel Program Teams as observers and talent evaluators only when either:

a. One or more new travel teams is proposed at any age level; or,
b. A Team moves from small sided (8 v 8) team to a full sided (11 v 11) team.

3. The HYSA PDC shall consist of at least two (2) independent non-biased members of the
HYSA Executive Board as well as all potential Head Coaches who have been approved by the
HYSA Executive Board.  

a. There must always be one (1) more  Executive Board member than potential Head
Coach.
b. The PDC must always consist of an odd number of members for ease of voting
purposes.

ELIGIBILITY OF COACHES

1. Any individual who wishes to be a Head Coach or an Assistant Coach of an HYSA Travel
Team must submit their request to the HYSA Executive Board prior to May 1st for the subsequent
Travel Soccer Year as defined by NJYSA.

2. The individual must possess the proper certification or license required by the governing



bodies of the HYSA, including but not limited to a NJYSA “F” License or higher.

3. All individuals must execute and submit a properly completed “Kid Safe Form” which
will be kept on file by the Executive Board.

4. All individuals must obtain a Certificate of Completion from the CDC Heads Up
Concussion Training Course, or a similar program for concussion training.

5. The Executive Board shall promptly notify  the potential coach of his/her acceptance or
denial into the Travel Program.

6. The individual must meet the requirements, if any, which the Town of Hammonton
imposes on all volunteer coaches.

ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS

1. Any player who attends at least one (1) tryout for a specific age group is eligible to be
selected to an HYSA travel  team.  Players do not need to register with HYSA prior to attending a
tryout.

2. Registration or attendance at a tryout does not guarantee a roster position on an HYSA
travel team.

3. All players must attend a tryout to be considered for a travel team.  A player who has not
attended a tryout may be added to a travel team only upon written request to the Executive Board
and will be placed by the Board on  a travel team only upon Good Cause shown explaining the
absence or failure to attend.

4. All players who are not currently rostered to a HYSA Travel Team shall tryout for travel
teams which correspond to their appropriate age group as set forth by NJYSA.

5. Under no circumstance may a player play for a team if the player’s age exceeds the
appropriate age group.

6. Players who are not age appropriate and who are not currently rostered to a team not within
their age group may be permitted to tryout and be selected to a team not within their age group if:

a. The parent or guardian of the player makes a written request to the Executive
Board and the Executive Board approves the request;
b. The player has tried out for a team for which they are age appropriate, if
available;
c. The move up in age is recommended by the current coach, the coach of the team
at the age level sought, the Executive Board or the PDC; and,
d. The move up in age is permitted under the guidelines of NJYS;

7. However, where either the player is within the same school grade level (born after 8/1 but



before 10/1) as the level above the player’s appropriate age, or, HYSA does not have an age
appropriate team within the association, or, there is not an available roster position on an age
appropriate team and there is a roster spot available on a team at an age group above the players
age, then that player is permitted to tryout for a team above the player’s age appropriate level.

8. At no time shall a player transfer from one HYSA Travel Team to another HYSA Travel
Team without the approval of the head coach of the team from which the player is being transferred.
If the approval of the head coach cannot be obtained, then a written request must be made to the
Executive Board by both the Player and the head coach of the team to which the transfer is being
requested offering good cause why the transfer should be made. The Executive Board will then
determine if good cause is shown for the transfer.

9. At no time shall any coach/player or parent from any HYSA Travel Team approach or
contact in any way  a player from another HYSA Travel team and in an attempt to induce that player
to switch to a new team, unless the contact is consistent with the rules regarding try-outs mentioned
herein. Any attempt prior to an approved try-out date to induce a player to leave the player’s current
HYSA team for the following season will be considered a poaching violation and the person(s) in
violation may be subject to sanctions.

SMALL SIDED TEAM SELECTION/CREATION

1. Small-sided team are those teams in the U-8, U-9, U-10 levels which play 8 v 8.

2. The philosophy of the HYSA Travel Program shall be to create small sided teams for which
the skills and talents of the players are balanced and the development of the players is stressed.

3. HYSA shall encourage all small sided coaches to afford all players a fair amount of playing
time during games.  However, HYSA recognizes that playing time does not have to be equal for all
players.

4. Where a team is considered at any small sided age level, tryouts shall be held to create a pool
of all potential players who are age appropriate for the age group of the proposed team. The PDC
shall attend tryouts, evaluate players from the pool of potential players, and assist in the selection
of the players for the proposed team.

5. Additional teams at any age group may not be considered unless sufficient players attend
the tryouts to create teams with rosters of at least 11 players.

6. No player who has not attended a tryout may be added to a team without approval from
the Executive Board.

7. If more than one (1) team is proposed for any small sided age group, the PDC shall assist
in the evaluation of the pool of  potential players and the formation of balanced teams. 



a. Where all coaches and parents/guardians  of the potential players agree as to the
formation of the teams and the PDC determines that the talents of the potential players on
each team is not so disparate as to cause an imbalance which will deter the development of
any one player, the teams shall be formed by agreement of the coaches.
b. However, if the PDC determines that the level of talent on the proposed new teams
is so disparate as to deter the development of any one group of players, then the team
selection shall be decided by the Executive Board.  The Executive Board shall consider all
relevant information including any written or oral information provided by the Potential
Head Coach of each team and/or all parents/guardians of the potential players.
c. Special consideration shall be given by the Executive Board to a team(s) which
existed the previous season to keep its roster in tact when a new team is proposed.

8. Special consideration as to placement on each team shall be given by the PDC to the children
of the Potential Head Coach or the first named Assistant Coach, as well as to any siblings within the
pool of potential players.

9. If there is more than one team at a specific age group, a player may not be added to a team
during the season unless there is an agreement between the coaches of the teams as to which team
the player should be added.  Where an agreement cannot be reached between the coaches, the PDC
or Executive Board shall determine to which team the player shall be assigned.

FULL SIDED TEAM SELECTION/CREATION

1. Full sided teams are those teams U-11 and above which play 11 v 11.

2. The Philosophy of the HYSA Travel Program for teams U-11 is to create teams in an effort
to allow the teams to compete at the highest level available in accordance with the teams’ skill level.

3. Playing time for all players on full sided teams shall be determined at the sole discretion of
the Coach/Coaches of the team, based on any number of factors including but not limited to a
player’s skill level, commitment level, attendance at practice, attitude, etc.  There is no minimum
playing time for U-11 and above teams.

4. Where a team is considered at any full sided age level, tryouts shall be held to create a pool
of all potential players who are age appropriate for the age group of the proposed  team.  The PDC
shall attend tryouts, evaluate players from the pool of potential players, and assist in the selection
of the players for the proposed team.

5. No player who has not attended a tryout may be added to a team without approval from
the Executive Board.

6. Additional teams at any age group may not be considered unless sufficient players attend



the tryouts to create teams with rosters of at least 14 players.

7. Special consideration as to placement on each team shall be given by the PDC to the children
of the Potential Head Coach or the first named Assistant Coach, as well as to any siblings within the
pool of potential players.

8. If more than one (1) team is proposed for any full sided age group, the PDC shall be present
during the evaluation of the pool of potential  players and participate in the formation of teams.

a. Where all proposed teams existed during the previous season, the highest ranked
team at the age group shall have preference in placing the players rated the highest by the
PDC subject to the provisions listed above.

b. Players will be offered positions to the highest ranked team and to the lower ranked
team(s) in the order of their ratings by the PDC.  Rankings within the club shall be
determined by the Executive Board.  Considerations shall be given to the team’s ranking and
record the previous season.

c. Special considerations for team placement will also be given to players trying out
as goal keepers.

d. All offers within the age group shall be made simultaneously.

e. If a Player declines a position on the highest ranked team, that player is not
guaranteed a position on the lower ranked team and will be entered at the bottom of the
player ratings.  If a position is still available on the lower ranked team after all positions have
been offered, then that player may accept an offer to play on the lower ranked team.

f. However, prior to player rankings, a player may make a written request to the
Executive Board to be excluded from consideration for a higher ranked team.  Where there
is good cause shown for the request, the Board shall permit the player to tryout for only the
lower ranked team(s).


