
PIRMP – SCCCR Quarries June 2016  

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

Nowra Brickworks Quarry

Introduction 

South Coast Concrete Crushing and Recycling 
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The object of this response plan is to ensure comprehensive and timely communication 
about a pollution incident to staff at the premises, the Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA), other relevant authorities, specified in the Act (such as local councils, NSW Ministry 
of Health, and  

`Fire and Rescue NSW) and people outside the facility who may be affected by the impacts 
of the pollution incident.  

It will minimise and control the risk of a pollution incident at SCCCR Quarry site by requiring 
identification of risks and the development of planned actions to minimise and manage those 
risks.  

The plan is properly implemented by trained staff, identifying persons responsible for 
implementing it, and ensuring that the plan is regularly tested for accuracy, currency and 
suitability.  

Definition of ‘pollution incident’ 

The definition of a pollution incident is: 

An incident or set of circumstances during or as a consequence of which there is or 

is likely to be a leak, spill or other escape or deposit of a substance, as a result of 

which pollution has occurred, is occurring or is likely to occur. It includes an incident 

or set of circumstances in which a substance has been placed or disposed of on 

premises, but it does not include an incident or set of circumstances involving only 

the emission of any noise. 

Description and likelihood of a Pollution Incident 

SCCCR Quarries stores an absolute minimum of any type of material that would cause a 
hazard to human health or the environment.  

No bulk fuel of any type is stored within the site. All machinery is fuelled by a contract 
delivery as and when required.  

Fuel to supply small motors like generators and pumps is stored in a 20 litre approved fuel 
can and replenished as required.  

Oil for machinery is stored in a several 200 litre containers within a locked and self bunded 
shed to contain risk of spillage  

Effluent is stored within a tank contained within the ablution block and if serviced and 
pumped out on a regular basis by a licensed contractor.  

No material containing any risk of contamination is allowed to be imported to the quarry site. 

All water within the working or disturbed area of the site is contained in the site and none 
allowed to egress from the site with the whole site surrounded by bunding between 3 and 5 
metres high.  
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Blasting is carried out in site, by a qualified blasting company, with their own safety 
management plans. No explosive are ever stored on site and are only brought to site 
immediately before use.  

A qualified flora and fauna contractor is employed to ensure and fauna will be kept safe and 
if required clean up any infestations of noxious plants with non-pollutant chemicals, which 
are only brought on site by the contractor when required.  

SCCCR Quarries have, and will continue to take any pre-emptive actions to prevent any 
possibility any pollution incident occurring.  

Inventory of possible pollutants. 

As stated above SCCCR Quarries has and absolute minimum of anything constituting 
pollution risk.  
These comprise of:  

 Minimal Petroleum fuel

 Minimal Desolate

 Minimal Hydraulic and Engine oils

 Minimal effluent

Responsibility of Implementation 

The primary responsibility for Incident Response is the Mine Manager, Mr John Green. 
If he should be temporarily away then the Works Manager must take responsibility.  

All staff are trained in the implementation of Pollution Response in securing the site and all 
personnel, both staff and customers.  

Once all onsite personnel are accounted for safely then whoever is in charge will 
immediately call emergency services, if needed, and then contact the relevant authorities 
that the incident has happened and what course is being taken  

Safety Equipment 

SCCCR Quarries does not require any specialised equipment in combating pollution 
incidents as they would be of a very minor nature and the normal PPOE would be sufficient 
to protect employees. 

Pre-emptive actions 

Due to the extremely unlikely possibility of any incident occurring all staff have PPOE that 
would be sufficient to cover any risk.  
Staff is all aware of the procedure of reporting to management any potential incident they 
may see as a future risk and this is discussed by staff in regular Tool Box Meetings.  

Notifying Authorities 



PIRMP – SCCCR Quarries June 2016  

A pollution incident is required to be notified if there is a risk of “material harm” to the 
environment, which is defined in Section 147 of the POEO Act as: 
a) harm to the environment is material if:

i. It involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human beings or to
ecosystems that is not trivial, or

ii. It results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or amounts
in 

aggregate, exceeding $10,000 (or such other amount as is prescribed by the 
regulations), and 

b) loss includes the reasonable costs and expenses that would be incurred in taking
all 

reasonable and practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make good harm to the 
environment.” 

If a spill occurs on site that has resulted in or has the potential to cause material harm to the 
environment the following authorities will be notified immediately. 

Contacts Phone Number 

Individuals responsible for activating the 

plans and managing the response 

Quarry Manager - 0418 276 376 

Individuals Authorised to Notify and 

Coordinate Relevant Authorities 

Quarry Supervisor - 02 4421 7766 

Emergency Services 000 

Department of Environment, Climate 

Change and Water Emergency 24 Hour 

Service Number (Formally NSW EPA) 

131 555 

The Ministry of Health via the local Public 

Health Unit 

Shoalhaven Hospital 

(02) 4421 3111

(Ask for Public Health Officer on 

call) 

WorkCover Authority 131 050 

Local Council (If this is not DECCW) Shoalhaven City Council 

(02) 4429 3527

Fire and Rescue NSW 000 

Other Organisations or agencies that need 

to be advised of the incident 

DPI Minerals 

(02) 4222 8314

Other Organisations or agencies that need 
to be advised of the incident 

Police Duty Officer - (02) 4421 9640 

Rural Fire Service - (02) 4424 4424 



PIRMP – SCCCR Quarries June 2016  

Community Notification Strategy 

Who Will Be Notified? 

All community stakeholders that may be affected by a spill will be notified. These include: 

 Neighbouring residential property owners

 Neighbouring commercial properties

 General public within the vicinity of the site:

o Pedestrians o Motorists

o Users of nearby recreational facilities (sporting facilities, parks etc)

o Nearby water courses (rivers, streams, dams etc.) used for recreational

and/or commercial purposes

 Farmers located downstream from water courses affected by a spill

 Schools

 Churches

 Nursing homes

When Will the Community be Notified? 

If a spill presents a significant risk of causing material harm to persons, property, and/or the 

environment to an area that is not trivial, any community stakeholders within these areas will 

be notified at the earliest convenience. 

How Will the Community be Notified? 

When it has been established that a community stakeholder is at risk from a spill that has 

the potential to cause material harm the following process will be implemented: 

1) Community stakeholders will be contacted immediately after the relevant authorities

have been contacted by telephone (or face to face if this is not possible).

2) Stakeholders will be advised of recommended actions that can be taken to prevent

or minimise material harm e.g. evacuate area, shut all doors and windows, cease

drawing water for irrigation purposes.

3) After the spill has been contained and managed by key personnel and authorities

subsequent communication will be undertaken by the National Environmental

Manager and relevant environmental advisors. These may include:

 Follow up telephone calls

 Meetings with stakeholders

 Written correspondence containing updates in

regards to safety and environmental concerns

associated with the pollution incident.


