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Information on Substitute Coverage *INFORMATION ONLY* 

We have had a question about the procedure and frequency of substitutes and wanted to share some information 

regarding substitute coverage.  The staff at Wheeler Avenue Christian Academy works over 300 days a year.  Working 

over 100 days more than most teachers work a year, we know that staff will miss days periodically.  To ensure we keep 

our class size small and our student: teacher ratio in accordance with Childcare Licensing requirements, we sometimes 

need to call in outside assistance.  This and last week due to deaths in the family, sickness, trainings, and some previously 

planned absences, we have had a number of teachers off campus.  Often times, we have to secure substitutes due to an 

unexpected emergency and in those situations, it is challenging to give prior notice.  In situations where the absence is 

scheduled, we are committed to figuring out a way to let parents know a substitute teacher will be present that day.  We 

will either notify you in person the morning of or provide written notice on your child’s door or in his/her folder.   

 

We have a contract with Childcare Careers to secure fully qualified, trained and pre-screened professionals for our 

substitute pool.  Childcare Careers is the largest staffing firm for early childhood education and has served the Houston 

community for over 20 years.  A couple of our full time WACA teachers even started with Childcare Careers!  When 

substitutes are here, we typically pair them with one of our own teachers (even if that means switching someone out 

from another grade level) and they are provided with lesson plans for that day so that our students stay on track with the 

weekly lesson plans.  Rest assured, we are committed to providing high quality childcare even on days when your child’s 

teacher might be out.     

 

 

African Attire *POSSIBLE ACTION REQUIRED* 

To close out our Black Heritage Month celebration, students will be allowed to wear African attire on Monday, February 

27, 2017.  This is not a requirement but an opportunity for any students who would like to participate.  Students who do 

not wear African attire should wear their normal WACA uniform. 

 

 

Black Heritage Celebration *POSSIBLE ACTION REQUIRED* 

To commemorate Black History Month, we will host a Black Heritage Celebration event on Friday, February 24, 2017 at 

9:30AM!  Each of our classes will have the opportunity to showcase and celebrate the significant achievements African 

Americans have contributed to our country.  Feel free to invite your parents, family and friends for our awesome 

production and mark your calendars today! 

 

 

Valentine’s Day Celebration *INFORMATION ONLY* 

This year’s Valentine’s Day class parties will be held on Tuesday, February 14th from 2:30 – 4:00PM.  Be sure to sign-up 

with your child’s teacher for treats & goodies if you haven’t done so already.  Students and teachers will also be allowed 

to wear red, pink and white or Valentine’s Day shirts on that day.  If you would like to send class gifts, feel free to reach 
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out to your child’s teacher for the number and names of students in his or her class.  We also love to have parents come 

and join in on that day!  If you would like to attend, feel free to arrive after 2:30 once nap time ends.  We ask that parents 

pick students up no earlier than 4:00PM so that your child can enjoy the celebration!  

 

 

Spring Break Holiday *INFORMATION ONLY* 

We want to remind everyone that we will be open for two additional days during Spring Break to serve our students in 

the Infant School (Infant class – Pre-K4).  We understand that some parents have a challenging time providing childcare 

during school holidays.  To accommodate those needs, we will open the Infant School on Monday, March 13th and 

Tuesday, March 14th.  We will be closed for the Spring Break holiday on Wednesday, March 15th – Friday, March 17th.  

Both schools will be open and classes will resume on Monday, March 20th.   

 

 

Black History Spotlight: “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) wrote the famous poem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” in 1899 while serving as principal of 

the segregated Stanton School in Jacksonville, Florida.  A year later 500 of his school children performed the poem to 

introduce Booker T. Washington.  By 1919, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

declared “Lift Every Voice and Sing” as the Black American National Anthem.   

THIS WEEK, CELEBRATE OUR BLACK HISTORY SPOTLIGHT BY READING OR SINGING THIS SONG 

WITH YOUR CHILD! 

 
Lift every voice and sing, 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list’ning skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught 
us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought 
us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast’ning rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been 
watered. 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of 
the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might, 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we 
met Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we 
forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand, 
True to our God, 
True to our native land. 
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