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Peace to you, dear friends

of year, our favourite celebration in the Christian
calendar.

I have been with you for a little more than a
month and my admiration and love for you grows
with each day. I am delighted by the very strong
experience that I am home. Thank you!

So many traditions built up over years and years
can sometimes blur the simple and pure truth at
the centre of our Christmas Celebration. As we
let go of many of the traditions that we associate
with Christmas, may we find pure and simple
Joy in the birth of Jesus in a humble stable. A
stable where the only glitter was the twinkle of
the stars and the only feast was Mary, Joseph
and the outcast shepherds drinking in the glory
of our Lord.

As we enter this new season of the year –
Winter, we continue to experience changes to
the way we are present to one another in
community. Family bubbles expand and
contract, and our interaction with our church
family also changes as we imagine and learn
different ways of safely being together. Since I
arrived in October, I have noticed how resilient
and creative this community has been in
meeting these changes.

With the colder weather, parking lot services are
no longer an option, so we are looking at new
ways of offering worship and fellowship.
Sundays at 11 am, we
now have zoom
coffee time! It is joyful
to connect with each
other in this way, and
pretty humorous as we
learn this new
technology. If you have a device that can
connect to the internet, you can join us! It may
take a little support from someone in your bubble
who has the know-how, but once you are on it is
super easy and we will help each other. For
those who are not connected to the internet, you
may join us by regular phone! Be assured you
are not forgotten and we will continue to reach
out to you.

We are truly blessed with leadership that has the
health and well-being of our community at the
forefront of all the decisions about the life and
work of the church. Our Logistics team is
meeting regularly to consider how to proceed
week by week in the best possible way. It is
gratifying to note that most of the members of
our community are following guidelines set by
our medical health professionals. We do this
with care and compassion for each other.
As the season is changing and the trees let go of
their leaves, we see the beauty of their form
against the expanse of sky. In this time of letting
go, perhaps we can see the beauty of our lives
against the expanse of our faithful community
and the expansive love God has for each of us.
With the advent of winter, our thoughts turn to
Christmas. For many of us it is our favourite time

SOON we will be recording our worship
services. This will mean being able to see our
beloved sanctuaries and hear Heather’s uplifting
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Advent Happenings

music, hear scripture being read by members of
our church family, and experience the word
preached directly, with prayers prayed out loud.
It will be good for our hearts and souls. For the
time being, we will continue with online and
emailed services. Stay tuned.

Tuesdays December 1, 8,
15 and 22 – Adult Advent
Devotional Study – Based
on The Freedom Poetry of
Advent by Maja Angelou
➢ In-person at Carlisle
United Church, Tuesday
mornings at 10 am (registration limited to 10
people)
➢ Online using Zoom, Tuesday evenings at 7
pm
Register for either of these study sessions by
calling the Church office at 905-689-8630.

May the grace of God and the wisdom of the
Spirit be with you all.
Amen,
Rev. Allison Playfair

The Bethlehem Experience – Sunday
December 20, 1-3 pm

Advent Family Devotional Study:
Illustrated Ministry - Light & Darkness
An at-home program with scriptures, reflections
and colouring pages that can be done anytime.
The study package will be available the last
week in November. You can request a copy by
email for download, or we can drop off a
package to your home. Contact Rev. Allison at
revaplayfair@hotmail.com or 905-802-8112.

We are pleased to partner with other area
churches to bring The Christmas Story to our
community in an outdoor venue – the field
behind Carlisle Church. We will be working with
St. James, Waterdown, Millgrove/Troy,
Freelton/Strabane and Lowville on this initiative.
Visitors will walk a path to a series of stations
depicting the Christmas Story with live
characters. Each pastoral charge will be
responsible for creating one station. Registration
for timed attendance will be available soon on
our website. Social distancing and safety
precautions will be in place.

Saturdays November 28, December 5, 12, 19,
26 – Godly Play at 10 am
Hear the Christmas Story told in an engaging
manner every week on Facebook Live. The links
to the live stories will be found on Rev. Allison’s
Facebook page and the Carlisle United Church
Facebook page, and they will also be recorded
as videos for replay.

Volunteers: We will be reaching out to
members to participate. Carlisle is responsible
for the “Stable Scene” with Mary, Joseph, Baby
Jesus, the angel Gabriel, and a shepherd or two.
We will welcome help with creating animals out
of fridge boxes. We will also be looking for
bakers to make star cookies to be handed out.
Stay tuned!

Story Time with Reverend Allie
Allison is continuing her popular storyreading sessions for young and old.
Join Finn and Bear on
Mondays and Wednesdays at 4:30 pm
on Allison’s Facebook page.
The stories are also saved as videos
for later viewing.
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Christmas Bazaar Online

Many thanks in advance for all of the support we
have received from Andrea, Cathy, the
Communications committee, Logistics
committee, the Boy Scouts and Janet. Please
keep us in your prayers for a successful on-line
Christmas Bazaar!

To achieve our Christmas
Bazaar tradition during
COVID times, the UCW
will be offering all our wellloved goodies for online
sales.

Marilyn Gray, on behalf of Eleanor Scholey and
Evelyn Gable

The sale will run from
Thursday November 12 to Monday November
23, and can be accessed through the Church
website www.carlisleuc.ca. Click on this
ornament logo on the home page to get the
order form. Pick-up of purchases will be in the
Church parking lot on Saturday November 28
and Sunday November 29. Phone a number
when you arrive and your order will be delivered
to your car.

Note from the Trustees
Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, the Trustees
have continued their work and have met
successfully three times via email (April, June
and September). Topics reviewed and discussed
include the church finances, Manse fund and the
Cemetery finances/investments, COVID-19
government programs and the church
participation in them, Cemetery Manager’s
reports, cemetery maintenance and by laws, and
the Memorial Service. Between meetings, there
are often issues that require immediate attention
which again are handled by the Trustees via
email. The next meeting is November 24, 2020.

United Church Women
Due to restricted use of the church, the UCW
has not met on a regular basis. We look forward
to the day when the restrictions will be lifted!

Andy Tarrant, Chair

Preparations for the online Bazaar are in full
swing! Following the guidelines set out by the
Logistics committee, five members were allowed
the use of the kitchen to make pies and our
famous cabbage rolls. Thank-you to Judy for
organizing. A job well done! Quiche and tarts will
be made the day before pick-up.

Enjoy a Hymn-Sing Service at Home
Grab a cup of tea and a comfortable chair and
get ready to enjoy an at-home hymn-sing service
on Sunday November 22, the last Sunday
before we enter the season of Advent. Reign of
Christ Sunday marks the end of the liturgical
year and celebrates the role of Christ in our lives
and in the world. To honour the occasion, the
emailed service will present beautiful hymns
from various times of the Christian year along
with links to YouTube recordings and research
tidbits. We encourage you and your family
bubble to have fun singing
along, and we hope you
enjoy learning more about
some of the church's
beloved tunes. Sing so your
neighbours can hear!

The Gathering Room is now filled with jams and
jellies, pickles and crafts. The tables are set up
in alphabetical order. On the day of pick-up, the
orders will be placed on the tables according to
the initial of the buyer’s last name.
Janet has offered to intercept the on-line orders
on a daily basis and pass the information on to
the UCW.
On the day of pick-up, phone numbers will be
available to call the Church for orders. The
orders will be safely delivered to the waiting
vehicle by a few members of the Boy Scouts.

Heather Olaveson
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Migrant Workers’ Dessert Day
For the second time this year, the gathering
spaces in our Carlisle and Kilbride churches
should have rung with the sounds of our
migrant friends making merry. Instead, they
stood deserted and lonely. Although the
pandemic caused our church buildings to be
closed, the heart of our people remained wide
and graciously open. In lieu of a farewell
dinner, our Dessert Day for the migrants on
the weekend of October 24 was everything we
had wished and more.
Our appeal to wonderful people of both
Dessert boxes being assembled in Sharon’s garage.
communities to bring cookies or squares was
met with an overwhelming response. On the
appointed day, Sharon and I noted a steady
I struggle for adequate words of gratitude for so
stream of traffic to our doors as kind people
much giving: for the newly forged bond of
deposited sweet treasures in the waiting coolers.
Carlisle and Kilbride working together on this
Thursday October 22 was designated assembly
outreach; for the expression of God’s word lived
day and eight of us from both communities,
out through care, compassion and love for this
including Rev. Allison, masked and gloved,
vulnerable segment of our society; for this
gathered, (or should I say distanced), in
outreach that blesses those who give and those
Sharon’s barn/garage to pack the boxes. We
who receive.
filled a total of 84 boxes to their brims with
home-baked goodies, chocolate bars and
Thank you for sending out God’s love not only to
Halloween treats with Pastor Sue’s beautiful
our local fields but soon to many remote towns
prayer attached. A large quantity of the
and villages in Mexico, Jamaica, St. Lucia,
purchased treats was made possible by a very
Honduras, Guatemala, Columbia and more.
generous donation from Troy Ganci,
owner/manager of Sobeys of Waterdown. Thank
Sharon Banks and Catherine Swatten
you, Troy.
Together with four other Flamborough churches
we supplied desserts to almost 300 migrants.
Those of us who were blessed with the task of
delivering the boxes to the farms had the
additional privilege of witnessing the delight and
gratitude of the farm owners. Those moments
belong to each of you who took the time and
trouble to bake, purchase, drop-off, assemble,
donate, take photographs and deliver the
desserts. Although denied the pleasure of
personal interaction with our migrant friends,
through these gifts they will return to their
families reminded that we will always care for
their well-being and value their sacrifice of family
life for several months each year.

Footnote:
In visiting Josling Farms, I learned
that their Mexican workers are
badly in need of warm coats and
jackets, sizes large and medium.
If you can help out with this,
please call me at 905-690-7472.
Thank you.
Catherine
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Volunteers who helped to assemble the Migrant Workers' Dessert boxes: (left to right) Susan McMillan, Erika
Friesen, Catherine Swatten, Sharon Banks, Marion Stasiuk, Bev Mehlenbacher, Rev. Allison Playfair, Rose
Telfer, Sharon Curran. (Photos Cathy Moulder)

Two Carlisle Fairies performing in the
Cemetery during their Halloween
Spooky Hunt on October 24.

A happy occasion on September 13, when we
welcomed Sean McBryde in a parking lot
confirmation service.
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Tidbits from the Food Bank

Logistics Committee

(from the Newsletter of the Flamborough Food
Bank, September 2020)

The Logistics Committee has the responsibility
of making recommendations for church use
under the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.
Decisions about when and how the church can
be safely used have been based on Provincial
COVID Mandates and United Church
recommendations. We have established “Safe
Use Protocols” and require each group
requesting use of church space to provide a plan
outlining before and after cleaning procedures,
the process of how social distancing is to be
achieved and the wearing of face masks.

•
•
•

•
•
•

359 families were served in September, up
from 256 in August
1,400 individuals were served, including 164
migrant farm workers
The Food Bank had excellent support for
their Thanksgiving Hampers from Norm at
Harvey’s Waterdown, Troy at Waterdown
Sobeys, and Waterdown Collision
They are also getting good food support from
Hamilton Food Share
The Food Bank hours have been changed;
now open Wednesdays from 1 until 8 pm
They are looking forward to their Christmas
Secret Santa and Hamper programs.

As the church has multiple users, we have been
asking each group to avoid situations that would
necessitate “cross traffic” and have a calendar in
place to help keep groups separate.
As the COVID numbers are currently rising, and
as many of our congregants are in a vulnerable
category, we have been moving forward with an
abundance of caution. The analogy of a tube of
toothpaste was suggested by some. It’s easy to
get the toothpaste out of the tube, but is very
difficult to get it back into the tube.

Prayer Circle
As expected, COVID-19 has affected our
group’s ability to meet together monthly. We did
however gather together outside on four different
occasions during the summer and early fall, in a
large circle with our lawn chairs well apart and
were able to enjoy a time of re-connection and
sharing. With authorization from the Logistics
Committee, we have also met once in the
Gathering Room, adhering to all the social
distancing and masking protocols required. And
we felt God’s spirit surrounding us as we shared
and supported one another.

The Committee would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to our caretaker Jenni Love for
all of the “over and above” things that she has
done in cleaning and maintaining the church.
Bob Moulder

Carlisle-Kilbride Congregation/Building

We continue to regularly update our prayer list
and add new requests, and our faithful group
continues to uphold concerns for our church, our
community and the world in our daily prayers. If
you have or know of a need for prayer, please
contact Linda Dodman 905-689-7148 or Joan
Eagle 905-689-7293.

COVID-19 Safety Plan
See the full document on the Church website

https://www.carlisleuc.ca
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Sewing Circle Update

Marilyn Gray has also been asked to supply
youth masks for Streetlight Christian Church’s
Centre in downtown Hamilton. To date, we have
supplied them with 428 masks. Sewing
continues for this organization, so any
seamstresses are welcome to join our group.

THANK YOU to the Sewing Circle members who
have continued to work through the summer and
fall as needs were brought to our attention. We
have been able to make many donations, as well
as to stockpile some of each of the various items
(bags, gowns, masks, caps).

The Carlisle Pharmacy continues to offer a
supply of our face masks in exchange for
donations to the Flamborough Food Bank. To
date, we have collected approximately $1,700
from this initiative. A donation has also been
made to Wesley Centre on our behalf, and
approximately $1,400 has been donated to our
Church coffers in appreciation of our skills.

Much of our fabric and supplies has been
donated. Some costs were incurred by
purchasing elastic, cord, interfacing and other
needs. Carlisle United Church was fortunate to
apply for and receive a grant to help pay for a
portion of receipted items. Grant money has
been distributed based on invoices received.

In total, we have donated approximately 2,335
masks, 666 scrub caps, 135 eye covers, as well
as gowns and scrub bags to people in need, and
countless other items to friends and family.

I recently received a call from James Boyd at
Carpenter Hospice with a verbal “thanks” for the
gowns sewn by our group and delivered by
Sharon Banks. A Thank You note was also
received and our church was recognized in the
Burlington Post for this donation.

Mary Gilbert
Editor’s Note:

In late August, we received a request from a
mom at Queen Victoria, an inner-city school in
Hamilton. She found a link to Carlisle United
Church's Face Mask Sewing Circle online and
was wondering if our group might consider
sewing some child-sized masks for students in
their very needy community. In the matter of
days, we supplied over 600 masks for these
students.

As recently as November 3rd, Canada’s Chief
Public Health Officer, Dr. Theresa Tam, said that
masks are one way we can protect each other
and the degree of protection varies with the
construction and materials used. She
recommended that homemade masks should be
made of at least 3 layers, including 2 layers of a
tightly woven fabric such as cotton and a third
(middle) layer of non-woven polypropylene fabric
(like the Pellon interfacing which we have used).
She also noted many other benefits of
homemade masks, such as washability and
waste reduction.
I would like to send a resounding Vote of
Thanks to Mary Gilbert, who did thorough
research and experimentation way back in
March. Her recommendations on the best
construction materials and patterns ensured that
our Sewing Circle efforts could be as effective as
possible. Dr. Tam has just now caught up!
Thank you, Mary, for your leadership. CM

Mask distribution to Queen Victoria community.
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Finance
Our Givings to October are just over $77,000 and
this is actually greater than last year (excluding
donations made to the LIFT campaign). This
represents 81.5% of our total year Budget of
$94,600. To achieve our 2020 Givings Budget, we
need to receive an average of $8,750 per month in
November and December. Mission and Service
donations however are about $1,200 less than last
year.
During this pandemic you have donated in many
ways – Envelopes, PAR, on-line and hand delivered.
THANK YOU for your dedication and continued
financial support.
Two photos from the outdoor (and socially distanced)
Remembrance Day memorial service on November 8.
(Photos courtesy of Mary Gilbert)

Our church staff remain on full payroll during this
uncertain time. To October we have received
$24,780 from the Government Wage Subsidy
programs. The program remains in place through this
December and may continue into early 2021. These
funds have helped us offset the lost revenue from
our fundraising activities.
There is another Government support program that
provides interest-free loans up to $40,000. The
church applied for and received one of these loans
which must be repaid no later than December 2022.
This loan will help our cash flow through the winter
and into next spring.
Our Operating and Property expenses are about 6%
greater than last year, but are trending to our budget.
The financial net result is a Deficit of $16,700 to the
end of October. The good news is it’s less than last
year.
The investments within our Planned Gift and Manse
Funds have gone down in value from last year due to
the financial markets’ downturn. However, we
continue to receive investment income in these
funds.
As we draw near to the end of 2020, please consider
a “top-up” of your donations.
Thank you again!
Barry Gilbert, Treasurer
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