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Recidivism Rates: 

u  The Missouri Department of Corrections 
estimates that 97% of men and women 
committed to prison will someday return to our 
communities.  In addition, the recidivism rate has 
been estimated to be approximately 46% for all 
releases and 37% for first-time releases in the 
state. 



Factors for Recidivism 



2017 Legislative Advocacy Agenda 

u  State legislation for 911 Good Samaritan 

 

u  State legislation for Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program 

 

u  State legislation for clean needle exchange 



Legislation for Decriminalization 

u  State legislation for the enforcement of parity laws requiring 
insurance companies to provide mental health treatment/ 
substance use disorder.  

u  State legislation that prevents judges from barring drug court from 
using medications such as buprenorphine and methadone 
prescribed by a doctor to treat opioid addiction. 

u  State legislation requiring substance abuse programs licensed by 
the Missouri Department of Mental Health to provide educational 
information on medication-based treatments and the use of anti-
overdose drugs. 

 



Redefining Decriminalization   

Taking an evidence-based treatment 
approach in contrast to the current approach 
of reactively punishing the symptoms of 
substance use disorders 


