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PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2015 
  
This year has seen the Chamber reap the rewards of an increased focus on quality service delivery coupled 
with heightened professionalism within the executive. This has led to a greater understanding of the needs 
of the Chamber being met and exceeded. 
 
A busy start to 2015 saw the retirement from political life of sitting member Robyn Parker. This meant that 
Maitland was going to have a new state parliamentarian and it was pleasing from the Chamber’s 
perspective to have multiple members committing to the fight for our region. Congratulations to Chamber 
member and successful business woman, Jenny Aitchison, on her election to the state floor. Jenny has been 
working very hard for our region and has been a great supporter of the Chamber since being elected. We 
look forward to continuing this healthy relationship. 
 
Tradition was thrown out the window in 2015, Chamber meetings during the winter months were moved to 
lunch with great success. Fresh members and a real energy filled the room with each lunch and kept 
members out of the cold early starts.  
 
The meetings for 2015 had a great mix of expert discussion forums and speakers with energy and 
knowledge about their fields. I personally would like to thank all of the contributors in 2015 for their 
commitment to educating the group in the various forums we had throughout the year. This without doubt 
has been the greatest assembly of speakers that I have seen at meetings for our Chamber. 
 
The Maitland Chamber would not be in the positive position it currently sits without the tireless work of the 
Executive committee and thank you to each of the contributors. I would like to single out Greg Cox, the 
Finance Director, who has ensured we had timely and correct financials that enabled the group to construct 
an effective budget ensuring a ‘profit for purpose’. This is a feat the chamber has not been successful in 
achieving in recent history. 
 
Our Administrative expert, Fiona Buchanan, needs praise for her outstanding work in managing the events 
of the Chamber, maintaining our increased voice on social media and the total sum of all things Chamber 
that she does without fuss and with professionalism that can’t be match by those she works with (Me) 
 
2015 saw a more collaborative approach to Chamber affairs and this will culminate in the Maitland 2020 
Forum being held in late October. I really hope this becomes an annual event in the Chamber calendar 
allowing business people to collaboratively establish a priority list for advocacy in our region. 
 
The Chamber movement is powerful and 2015 has seen the fruitful realisation of past advocacy around 
projects such as the Levee and the Maitland Roundabout overpass. I look forward to being stronger voice 
for the future with the foundation in place to move forward. 
 
Remember, the Chamber is more than a networking group and I encourage all members to be a part of the 
movement and not just attendees at a meeting. A strong chamber leads to great opportunities for all in our 
region. 
 
Craig McGregor 
President 


