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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
MAITLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY                                                             

HELD ON  
THURSDAY 15 October 2015                                                                                 

AT  
 BEST WESTERN HUNTER GATEWAY, RUTHERFORD 

 
Meeting Opened:  7:20 am - President Craig McGregor opened the meeting. 

Present: Susan Mullard, Amanda Gascoigne, Craig McGregor, Jess Mitchenson, Emma Jackson, 
Michael Murray, Sam Norris, Jill Sims, Alisha-Jane Laney, Belinda Metcalfe, Ann Bartlett, 
William Cant, Paul Martinovic, Yvonne Dale, Kerry Nichols, Charlene Geoghegan, Zsolt 
Bircsak, Peter Dehnert, Gareth Williams, Lurrene Jackson, Steve Thomson, Brad Everett, 
Josh McInnes, Greg Cox, Sue Prescott, Kate Newman, Peter Blackmore, Ben Connell, Julie 
Eldridge, Julie Wicks, Barry Sims, Maxime McPhee, Ron Stephenson, Bob Kerr, Brad Luke, 
Jan Hungerford, Ray Fisher, Colin Jackson, Sally Everingham, Errol Russell, Andrew Vile, 
Stuart Carstairs, Pennie Kearney, Deb Simpson 

 
Apologies: Antony Vidray, Nick Swanson, Gary Meers, Jenny Aitchison, Lynne Howard, Darren Guy, 

Shaun Cox, Bob Geoghegan 

Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting (AGM15:10:14), were tabled. 
It was agreed that the previous minutes be accepted as true and correct.    
Moved: Andrew Vile Seconded: Craig McGregor 

 
No business arising from the approved minutes. 

 
President’s Report: 

Craig McGregor tabled and read the report to the meeting. Copy Attached. 
It was agreed the president’s report be accepted. 

 Moved: Craig McGregor Seconded: Greg Cox    
 
Treasurer’s Annual Report: 

Greg Cox tabled the Financial Report, as provided to members prior to the meeting. 
As the Chamber is a Tier 2 Incorporated Association it does not require an annual audit. Greg 
advised that the Chamber had maintained a sound position financially. 

 It was agreed that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 
 Moved: Greg Cox  Seconded: Craig McGregor 

 
Election of Executive: 

Craig McGregor thanked the executive members for 2014/15. 
 
Five executive positions were declared vacant. 
Pierre Malou, Kim Monroe (casual vacancy), Sue Prescott, Nick Swanson, vacated their executive 
positions for this AGM. Brad Everett did not nominate for re-election. 
 
Nominations were received from: 
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Ann Bartlett, Pierre Malou, Kim Monroe, Sue Prescott, Nick Swanson 
 
Elected Executive Members: 
Nominations received were equal to the positions available. 
Ann Bartlett, Pierre Malou, Kim Monroe, Sue Prescott, Nick Swanson were declared duly elected. 
 
Craig congratulated the new Executive.  Barry Sims was presented with an Executive name tag. 

 
Election of Office Bearers: 

In accordance with the constitution adopted by the Maitland Business Chamber in 2013, Office 
Bearers will be appointed within 30 days of this meeting. The new Executive will elect the 
President, Vice President and Treasurer from its nine members. 

 
General Business: 
 There was no general business arising. 
 
 
Meeting Closed: 7.40am. 
 
 
 
Adopted as true and correct record: 

 
Craig McGregor – Maitland Business Chamber Executive     
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2015 
  
This year has seen the Chamber reap the rewards of an increased focus on quality service delivery coupled 
with heightened professionalism within the executive. This has led to a greater understanding of the needs 
of the Chamber being met and exceeded. 
 
A busy start to 2015 saw the retirement from political life of sitting member Robyn Parker. This meant that 
Maitland was going to have a new state parliamentarian and it was pleasing from the Chamber’s 
perspective to have multiple members committing to the fight for our region. Congratulations to Chamber 
member and successful business woman, Jenny Aitchison, on her election to the state floor. Jenny has been 
working very hard for our region and has been a great supporter of the Chamber since being elected. We 
look forward to continuing this healthy relationship. 
 
Tradition was thrown out the window in 2015, Chamber meetings during the winter months were moved to 
lunch with great success. Fresh members and a real energy filled the room with each lunch and kept 
members out of the cold early starts.  
 
The meetings for 2015 had a great mix of expert discussion forums and speakers with energy and 
knowledge about their fields. I personally would like to thank all of the contributors in 2015 for their 
commitment to educating the group in the various forums we had throughout the year. This without doubt 
has been the greatest assembly of speakers that I have seen at meetings for our Chamber. 
 
The Maitland Chamber would not be in the positive position it currently sits without the tireless work of the 
Executive committee and thank you to each of the contributors. I would like to single out Greg Cox, the 
Finance Director, who has ensured we had timely and correct financials that enabled the group to construct 
an effective budget ensuring a ‘profit for purpose’. This is a feat the chamber has not been successful in 
achieving in recent history. 
 
Our Administrative expert, Fiona Buchanan, needs praise for her outstanding work in managing the events 
of the Chamber, maintaining our increased voice on social media and the total sum of all things Chamber 
that she does without fuss and with professionalism that can’t be match by those she works with (Me) 
 
2015 saw a more collaborative approach to Chamber affairs and this will culminate in the Maitland 2020 
Forum being held in late October. I really hope this becomes an annual event in the Chamber calendar 
allowing business people to collaboratively establish a priority list for advocacy in our region. 
 
The Chamber movement is powerful and 2015 has seen the fruitful realisation of past advocacy around 
projects such as the Levee and the Maitland Roundabout overpass. I look forward to being stronger voice 
for the future with the foundation in place to move forward. 
 
Remember, the Chamber is more than a networking group and I encourage all members to be a part of the 
movement and not just attendees at a meeting. A strong chamber leads to great opportunities for all in our 
region. 
 
Craig McGregor 
President 


