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Key Terms  

 Ships 

 Shipbuilding 

 Shipwrecks 

 Dockyard 

 Port 

 ‘Anchorage and Bondage’ Tax 

 Shipyard 

 Salvage 

 

Learning Objectives  

 To find out how shipwrecks can be good and bad 

 To find out who were the main shipbuilders in Littlehampton, and what they 

built 

 To understand how Littlehampton became popular for shipbuilding 

 To find out about the shipwrecks off the coast of Littlehampton 
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Ships in Littlehampton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipbuilding played a large part in Littlehampton’s 

development as a town from as early as the mid-1600’s. 

Originally Arundel was the main trading port but could not 

provide the space for shipyards. The industry began in 

Littlehampton when locally built sailing ships were exempt 

from ‘anchorage and bondage’ on their first voyage. 

There are over 3 million shipwrecks on the sea beds of the 

world. In Littlehampton, the shipwrecks off the coast date 

back to the First and Second World War. 

The 19
th

 century was the high point in 

British sailing history. Littlehampton was 

a busy and important port throughout 

this period. It was at this time that 

Joseph Robinson set up a shipping 

business in Littlehampton. Robinson’s 

ships sailed from Littlehampton to many 

ports of the world including South 

Africa, India, North American and the 

West Indies. This meant that 

Littlehampton soon became popular for 

shipbuilding. Littlehampton Harbour, c. 1899 

Littlehampton Harbour, 

c. 1850 
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Shipbuilding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ship building was greatly encouraged during the reign of Henry VIII.  

 Throughout the UK, ports helped in wars overseas against the French and the 

Spanish. 

 Henry VIII established his Royal Dockyards in London during the 1500’s and 

used smaller ports, like Littlehampton, as storage stations. Shipbuilding 

supplies and useful materials were loaded or unloaded here. 

 Although UK shipbuilding can be seen in the 1500’s, evidence suggests that 

Littlehampton had shipyards at least by the mid-1600’s. Shipbuilding played a 

large part in the town’s development. 

 Originally Arundel was the main trading port along the River Arun, but it 

could not provide the space for shipyards. 

 Shipbuilding in Littlehampton began when locally built ships did not pay 

‘anchorage and bondage’ tax on their first voyage. This meant that on their 

first voyage from Littlehampton, ships did not pay tax to drop anchor or did 

not pay tax on their cargo. 

 Littlehampton’s importance increased toward the beginning of the 

19th century when in 1804 Jeffrey Carver and John Corney joined 

forces to establish a shipyard to build ocean-going sailing ships. 

 Other companies followed, such as the Isemonger Brothers and Henry 

Harvey & Sons. 

 Isemonger opened his shipyard shortly after Carver and Corney. There 

is a plaque on River Road that can still be seen today, inscribed “T 

Isemonger 1830”. 

 From the top of the viewing tower you can still see where the 

shipyards were on the other bank of the river.    
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Rise and Fall of Shipbuilding in Littlehampton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The heyday of shipbuilding came by the 1880’s in Littlehampton. 

 Harvey’s shipyard was building many large  wooden sailing ships that were 

used mainly for trading. 

 Joseph Robinson, a local shipping businessman who owned many of the 

ships built in Littlehampton, built Trossachs in Harvey’s Boatyard in 1877. Its 

earliest role was taking some of the first shepherds and sheep to the Falkland 

Islands. 

 It is believed that by 1851 one in five of Littlehampton’s men were employed 

either in the shipping or shipbuilding industries. 

 The era of sailing ships was gradually bought to an end by the arrival of the 

steam ship.  

 Littlehampton continued its shipbuilding tradition in the 20th century. 1919 

saw the establishment of William Osbourne Ltd, which specialised in cruisers, 

racing craft and, during the Second World War, naval vessels. Later 

Osbourne’s became famous for building lifeboats for the RLNI. 

 Hillyard’s was one of the most influential shipyards in the 20th century. 

Hillyard’s boats number over 700 and are found in ports all over the world. It 

no longer exists today, but the shipyard where the company was found still 

repairs boats. 

 Littlehampton harbour was completely taken over by the war effort in 1914 

and again in 1939. The shipyards constructed small naval craft for both World 

Wars.  

 Shipbuilding in Littlehampton is not as popular as it once was. Some shipyards 

still build and repair leisure boats. 
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Shipwrecks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 While almost all ships that get into difficulty are saved, there are some that 

are not. 

 There are lots of shipwrecks off the coast of Littlehampton. 

 Most of these come from either the First or Second World Wars. They show 

how dangerous the sea around Littlehampton was during those times. 

 Enemy submarines patrolled the English Channel and attacked British ships 

transporting soldiers, carrying ammunition and other important items. 

 Shipwrecks are also caused by treacherous rocks, sand banks, dangerous 

currents and extreme weather conditions. 

 Attempts are made to salvage wrecked ships. They try to recover the whole 

ship, its cargo or its equipment. 

 Arun Divers, a local diving club, goes out from Littlehampton to explore 

these wrecks. Some of our artefacts have come from the shipwrecks. 

 Sea creatures, items of value and sometimes human remains can be seen 

through the water. 

 Shipwrecks are both good and bad. They are bad because we lose a ship 

and people can lose their lives. But shipwrecks are good because they 

provide homes for lots of sea creatures. 
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Some of the shipwrecks off the coast of Littlehampton 

 Indiana – In 1901, sea weather conditions caused its cargo of oranges and 

lemons to float to the shores of Worthing and Brighton. The ship ran 

aground whilst being tugged back to shore, and fell into the sea 19 miles off 

the coast of nearby Worthing. 

 Zaanstroom – A Dutch coaster that weighed 900 tonnes now lies in 32 

metres of water. It was carrying china clay and was sunk on 21st December 

1911. 

 SS Shirala –An ocean liner that carrying a cargo of elephant tusks was sunk 

by a German submarine on 2nd July 1918. 

 

Sinking of the Indiana off the coast 

of Worthing, 1901. 

The Zaanstroom 

Sinking of the SS Shirala, 1918. 
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SEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are flexible and open to the requirements of 

any child that visits the Look and Sea. We will 

therefore tailor the experience, in conjunction 

with teachers and carers, to the requirements 

and needs of each child. 

Guidelines for Teaching SEN 

 Provide oral instructions and written 

instructions. 

 Make instructions brief and clear, and teach 

one step at a time. 

 When necessary, plan to repeat instructions 

in both written and oral forms. 

 Give immediate feedback to students. 

Frequent progress checks and specific 

praise should be provided. 

 Make activities concise and short; adjust 

work time so it matches attention span. 

 Learning disabled students have difficulty 

learning abstract terms and concepts. 

Whenever possible, provide them with 

concrete objects and events – items they 

can touch, hear, smell etc.  

 Encourage cooperative learning activities 

when possible. Invite students of varying 

abilities to work together on a specific 

project or toward a common goal. Create 

an atmosphere in which a true ‘community 

of learners’ is facilitated and enhanced. 

 Students with physical impairments: Focus 

on the intellectual investment in an activity. 

That is, help the child use his or her 

problem-solving abilities and thinking skills 

in completing an assignment. 

Harvey’s Shipyard, Littlehampton,   

c. 1905. 

Littlehampton Harbour, c. 1903. 
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Teacher/Volunteer Notes  

Littlehampton Shipbuilding 

Shipbuilding played a part in the town’s development from as early as the mid-

1600’s. Originally Arundel was the main trading port but could not provide space for 

shipyards. The industry began in Littlehampton when locally built sailing ships were 

exempt from ‘anchorage and bondage’ tax on their first voyage. This meant that 

ships first sailing from Littlehampton did not pay tax on dropping anchor or tax on 

their cargo. During this period the famous diarist and Admiralty inspector, Samuel 

Pepys, visited the local shipbuilders to examine the timber that was used to build 

vessels.  

Littlehampton’s importance increased towards the beginning of the 19
th

 century 

when in1804 Jeffrey Carver and John Corney joined forces to establish a shipyard to 

build ocean-going sailing ships. Other companies followed, such as the Isemonger 

Brothers, and Henry Harvey & Sons, which was in business from 1846 to 1921. 

The famous Trossachs  sailing vessel, weighing 515 tonnes, was built in 

Littlehampton Harbour by the Harvey Boatyard in 1877. During the 19th century 

there were also shipbuilding yards on the east bank of the river close to the flint and 

stone building that can be seen on River Road. In 1851, one in five of Littlehampton’s 

men was employed either in the shipping or shipbuilding industries. 

The era of sailing ships was gradually bought to an end by the arrival of the steam 

ship. Littlehampton continued its shipbuilding tradition in the 20th century. 1919 saw 

the establishment of William Osbourne Ltd., which specialised in cruisers, racing craft 

and, during the Second World War, naval vessels. 
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Littlehampton Harbour was completely taken over by the way effort in 1914 and 

again in 1939. The shipyards constructed small naval craft for both World Wars. 

Later, Osbournes became famous for building lifeboats for the RLNI, including the 

Arun class lifeboat. 

From the early part of the 20th century, one of the most influential boat-building 

names in the harbour was Hillyard’s. Hillyard’s boats number over 700 abd are found 

in ports all over the world. Hillyard’s, now no longer in existence, was in business for 

about 100 years and built a variety of vessels including specialised yacht designs. 

Today, under new ownership, the yard continues to repair all kinds of leisure boats. 

Littlehampton – Growth and Decline of the Trading Port 

For over 150 years Littlehampton was an important trading port. In its heyday the 

port say ships travelling to and from all parts of the world. The most profitable early 

trade was in wool from the many sheep that grazed along the South Downs. 

Shipments of sheep and wool came in and out of Littlehampton Harbour throughout 

the 19th century.  

The shipping trade grew in the mid 1850’s and it was at this time that the Robinson 

family set up their famous shipping business. A sawmill handled the timber brought 

into the port and corn, butter, cheese and fruit were also imported. Coastal colliers 

ran from north east England, carrying coal to the town during the late 1880’s. The 

coal trade survived until 1952. 

Fishing was also profitable. In 1869 there were 189 fishing boats registered in the 

port, manned by 353 men and 11 boys. Fishermen would catch varieties of fish, 
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lobster and crab in the English Channel throughout the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. 

The fish caught was sold in local markets or small stores. 

Some commercial fishing has continued but port trade has nonetheless reduced in 

the past quarter of a century. From 1980 to 2006, while trade at Southampton and 

Portsmouth increased by 70% and 200% respectively; trade at Littlehampton 

declined by 76%. The harbour is now increasingly focused on leisure activities. Diving 

is popular off the coast, with a number of charter boats operating out of the harbour 

for UK and foreign diving enthusiasts. 

Littlehampton Shipwrecks 

While almost all ships that get into difficulty are saved, there are some that are not. 

There are lots of shipwrecks off the coast of Littlehampton. Most of these come from 

either the First or Second World Wars. They show how dangerous the sea around 

Littlehampton was during those times. Enemy submarines patrolled the English 

Channel and attacked British ships transporting soldiers, carrying ammunition and 

other important items. Shipwrecks are also caused by treacherous rocks, sand banks, 

dangerous currents and extreme weather conditions. Attempts are made to salvage 

wrecked ships. They try to recover the whole ship, its cargo or its equipment. Arun 

Divers, a local diving club, goes out from Littlehampton to explore these wrecks. 

Some of our artefacts have come from the shipwrecks. Sea creatures, items of value 

and sometimes human remains can be seen through the water. Shipwrecks are both 

good and bad. They are bad because we lose a ship and people can lose their lives. 

But shipwrecks are good because they provide homes for lots of sea creatures. 

 


