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EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NETAC TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

 
Monday, November 15, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

1) Call to Order:  Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 
 
Jim Mathews called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 a.m. 
 

2) Roll Call:  Rick McKnight, ETCOG Environmental Manager 
 

Technical Advisory Committee Present 
• Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 
• Scott Snedden, Westlake Chemical 
• Martha Maldonado, TCEQ 
• Michelle Baetz, TCEQ 
• Doug Boyer, TCEQ 
• Dale Booth, TxDOT 
• Carrie Paige, EPA 
• Greg Morgan, City of Tyler 
• Kim Hughes, AEP 
• David Duncan, Luminant 
• Michael Feldman, EPA 
• Karen Owen, Longview MPO 
• Mellissa Cure, Longview MPO 
• Daniel Watt, CenterPoint Energy 
• Sharon Wellman, Eastman Chemical 

 
Others Present 
• Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON 
• Rick McKnight, ETCOG 
• Luke Kimbrough, ETCOG 
• Kristin Bahus, Norit Americas Inc. 
 

3) Discussion and approval of the NETAC Technical Advisory Committee meeting 
minutes of August 27, 2010:  Jim Mathews 

 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2010 meeting of the 
Technical Committee.  A second was made and the minutes passed without any 
opposition.    
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4) Update on status of 2010 Ozone Standard and Implementation Rule: EPA 
Representative and Jim Mathews 

 
EPA has extended the timeframe to complete and sign  it's final rule on the revision to the 
current ozone standard through December 31, 2010.  The implementation rule will be 
published concurrently with the revision to the standard.  A designation and SIP submittal 
schedule will be included with these as well.  EPA is also working on guidance for 
modeling at this time.   
 

5) Discussion and approval of Draft Report on Review of TCEQ 2005 and 2008 Area 
and Non-Road Emission Inventories:  Sue Kimball-Cook, Environ 

 
The TCEQ's 2005 and 2008 Area and Non-Road Emission Inventories have been 
reviewed to identify any source categories that might not be well characterized in the 
current inventory.  Based on Environ's review of the inventory, they are recommending 
three updates for Northeast Texas.  The first is to use NOx and CO emissions for gas 
compressor engines that are based on local survey data (Pollution Solutions, 2008) in the 
2005 and 2008 area source inventory.  Second is to review the underlying emissions 
calculations for the current 2008 locomotive emission inventory as well as the Pechan 
(2010) locomotive emission inventory study, and provide a recommendation as to what 
locomotive emissions should be used.  And finally they recommend including aircraft 
ground support equipment for 2008 from ERG (2009a) in subsequent inventories.   

 
6) Discussion and approval of Draft Report on Conceptual Model of Ozone Formation 

in the Tyler-Longview-Marshall Area:  Environ 
 

Since the last update of the conceptual model of ozone formation in the Tyler-Longview-
Marshall (TLM) area in March, 2010, NETAC has analyzed surface-based measurements 
of ozone and precursors in Northeast Texas, examined local and regional emission 
inventories, and evaluated the need for additional monitoring and emission inventory 
development.  This new information lends additional detail to the existing conceptual 
model, but does not change the overall picture of the factors leading to high ozone in 
Northeast Texas. 
 
A summary findings reported in this conceptual model update are:  
• Ozone air quality in the TLM area improved during the 2005-2009 period. 
• At lower levels of EPA’s proposed 2010 ozone standard, wind patterns conducive to 

ozone transport into the TLM area from the south are more frequent.  The current 
monitoring network does not adequately sample background ozone transported into 
Northeast Texas during southerly winds.  A research ozone monitor located in 
southern Smith County would be useful to understand background ozone entering the 
TLM area from the south. 

• The TLM area monitoring data show that the area can exceed any of the values being 
considered for the 2010 ozone standard (60 to 70 ppb) based on transport alone and 
before any local contribution.  This result is consistent with measurements made 
during NETAC-sponsored aircraft flights and ozone modeling results. 
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• The TCEQs June, 2006 modeling episode has ozone levels in Northeast Texas that 
are lower than NETAC’s previously-developed May-June, 2005 episode.  However, 
the 2006 episode has sufficient high ozone days in the TLM area to perform the 
required modeled attainment test and the required variability in meteorological 
conditions.  

• Use of the 2005 and 2006 episodes together will provide NETAC with an excellent 
mix of meteorological conditions and high ozone days at all three TCEQ monitors for 
use in demonstrating attainment of the 2010 ozone standard and in control strategy 
evaluation. 

• Recent development of the Haynesville Shale natural gas resource has exceeded the 
most aggressive scenario considered in NETAC’s Haynesville Shale emission 
inventory.  NOx emissions from developing the Haynesville Shale continue to be an 
important concern for area air quality.  Updating the Haynesville Shale emission 
inventory should be an immediate priority for future work. 

• Non-Haynesville oil and gas development continues in the area despite the 2008/9 
economic slowdown and the fall in natural gas prices.  Although overall gas 
production is declining, well numbers are increasing, suggesting greater use of 
compressor engines to produce and transport natural gas.  Evaluating compliance of 
gas compressor engines with the East Texas Combustion Rule is critical to the 
accuracy of future year emission inventories which will be relied upon for air quality 
planning. 

• NOx emissions from the compressor engine at the natural gas well immediately to the 
south of the Longview monitor prevent the monitor from providing accurate 
representation of regional NOx levels during southerly winds.   

• NOx data collected at the Karnack monitor suggest a nearby source of NOx emissions 
that influences the monitor during certain wind conditions.  The correlation between 
wind direction and high NOx at Karnack should be evaluated and if warranted, the 
immediate vicinity of the monitor should be investigated for the presence of a source 
of NOx emissions. 

 
A motion was made to approve the report and was seconded.  The report was approved 
without any opposition. 

 
7) Update on HRVOC monitoring at CAMS 19:  Sue Kemball-Cook, Environ 

 
Equipment was deployed at CAMS 19 to collect HRVOC data for a two month period 
beginning in late August.  Data collected will be analyzed and presented to NETAC in 
the near future.   

 
8) Discussion of FY2011 Work Plan:  Jim Mathews 

 
The FY 2011 Work Plan has been submitted to TCEQ for approval.  A monitoring 
project in southern Smith County and a truck idling study at rest and truck stops along I-
20 have been included in the work plan to further understanding of the causes of ozone 
and sources of emissions in East Texas.  ETCOG is waiting on final approval of the FY 
2011 Work Plan by TCEQ Management.   
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9) Discussion and approval of emission inventory improvement proposals:  Sue 

Kemball-Cook, Environ 
 

As part of the Conceptual Model Update, Environ has reviewed the current emission 
inventories being used for NETAC modeling.  Two emission inventory (EI) improvement 
projects are being proposed that will be part of the FY 2011 Work Plan.  The first 
proposal is for the improvement of the existing NETAC Haynesville Shale emission 
inventory prepared in 2009.  Because 2009 was very early in the development of the 
Haynesville, data was limited.  Since this time however, development has been rapid in 
Haynesville.  Additional data is now available that can be incorporated with the original 
report to create a much more accurate representation of emissions from Haynesville 
sources.  In addition to updating emission inventory data, it is necessary to revise 
emissions for source categories that were not well-characterized in the original inventory. 
The most important of these sources are gas compressor engines used to produce and 
transmit the gas.  The total proposed budget for this project is $40,000.  A motion was 
made to approve the proposal and was seconded.  The proposal passed without any 
opposition.   
 
A second EI improvement project that is being proposed is improvements to the 
Northeast Texas on‐road mobile source emission inventory through better 
characterization of local extended idling activity.  Extended idling emissions are 
produced when a motor vehicle is left running for extended periods such as when a 
vehicle is parked overnight with the engine on. These extended periods of engine idling 
occur most often for heavy duty trucks during rest periods during interstate long haul 
deliveries. During rest periods, truck drivers often sleep in compartments above the cab 
while running air conditioning or heating systems to maintain a comfortable temperature 
in the cab and compartment; electronic devices such as laptop computers, refrigeration 
units and other accessories may also run off vehicle engine power.  The proposed study 
will be broken into two parts.  The first part will identify major idling sites and pre-screen 
for continuous surveillance cameras.  The second part of this project would be truck 
idling observation and data analysis.  Total budget for this project proposal is $27,821.   
 

10) Other Business 
   

No other business was discussed.  
 
11) Adjournment  

 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:00 p.m.   


