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EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NETAC TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

 
Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 9:30 a.m. 
Maude Cobb Convention Center 

100 Grand Blvd. 
Longview, Texas 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
1) Call to Order:  Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 

 
Jim Mathews called the meeting to order at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
 

2) Roll Call:  Rick McKnight, ETCOG Environmental Manager 
 

Technical Advisory Committee Present 
• Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 
• Kathy Singleton, TCEQ 
• David Duncan, Luminant 
• Robert Ray, City of Longview 
• Kim Hughes, AEP/SWEPCO 
• Rick Hanning, Luminant 
• Karen Owen, Longview MPO 
• Mellissa Bechtold, Longview MPO 
• Sharon Wellman, Eastman Chemical 
• Doug Boyer, TCEQ 
• Carrie Paige, EPA 
• Mark McMahon, Flint Hills Resources 
• Kelly Spencer, AEP/SWEPCO 
• Dale Spitz, TXDOT 
• N. N. Dharmarajan, AEP/SWEPCO 
• Scott Snedden, Westlake Chemical 
• Michelle Baetz, TCEQ 
• Leroy Biggers, TCEQ 
• Jack Holsomback, TCEQ 
• Greg Morgan, City of Tyler 
 
Others Present 
• Greg Yarwood, ENVIRON 
• Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON 
• Rick McKnight, ETCOG 
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3) Discussion and approval of the NETAC Technical Advisory Committee Conference 
Call minutes of February 6, 2009: Jim Mathews 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2009 meeting of the 
Technical Committee.  A second was made and the minutes passed without any 
opposition.   
 

4) Update on Analysis and Modeling of HRVOC Data Collected at CAMS19 in 2008:  
Environ (Enclosure TC2) 
 
NETAC conducted HRVOC monitoring at CAMS 19 from August through October 
2008.  Analysis and modeling of the high HRVOC/Ozone days has been completed by 
ENVIRON.  Ten days monitored showed high HRVOC levels.  Three high ozone days 
with northerly winds coincided with HRVOC spikes in September that suggest impact 
from the Eastman Complex.  HRVOC measurement suggest Eastman Complex can play 
a role in high ozone events at CAMS 19.  Eastman Chemical Company, Flint Hills 
Resources and Westlake Chemical found no unusual activity on these days.  AERMOD 
modeling was used to attempt to quantify the amount of emission from each source 
would be required to reproduce observed HRVOC time series at CAMS 19.  The model 
determined Eastman complex emissions would need to be doubled to agree with the 
observed measurements at CAMS 19.  The proposed next step is high resolution CAMx 
modeling of Eastman/CAMS 19 local area.   

 
5) Update on Recent Improvements to the 2005 Ozone Mode:  Environ (Enclosure 

TC3) 
 

A new dry deposition scheme for gas species has been implemented and tested in CAMx.  
The new scheme tends to increase regional background ozone , improving model 
performance.  Several emission inventory updates have also been completed.  Satellite 
fire emissions data for the Eastern U.S. have been added.  Gas compressor engine 
inventory load factor has been updated based on the 2008 Pollution Solutions survey 
conducted for NETAC.  Finally the TCEQ drill rig emission inventory has been added 
increasing NOx emissions by ∼30 tons/day in the five-county area.  The model has been 
updated to include improvement in winds using the Grell cumulus parameterization in 
MM5.  These improvements have lead to excellent model performance on 4 of 5 high 
ozone days and meets EPA benchmarks on 23 out of 25 days.  The model can be used for 
SIP attainment demonstration and control strategy development.  Boundary conditions 
generated with new 2005 GEOS-Chem run and containing satellite fire emissions data for 
continental U.S. outside 36 km domain will be integrated into the model next.  A baseline 
model for year 2005 will be developed in preparation for model attainment test.   

 
6) Update on 2012 Emission Inventories for Future Year Ozone Modeling: Environ 

(Enclosure TC4) 
 
2012 is the future year that will be modeled to show attainment of the 2008 ozone 
standard.  May-June 2005 meteorology, biogenics, and fires will be used.  A 2012  
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emission inventory needs to be developed to demonstrate the changes affect on Northeast 
Texas ozone levels.  This EI will build on prior TCEQ efforts and add inventory 
improvements specific to Northeast Texas.  Local emission changes will be evaluated.  
The development of natural gas resources in the Haynesville Shale is likely to increase 
emissions of ozone precursors including NOx and VOCs.  The effect of this development 
will be studied to determine the impact on ozone levels.  Estimates of future year 
production for 2009-2020 will be developed on three different scenarios from aggressive 
to limited development.  A 2012 emission inventory for Northeast Texas natural gas 
production will be developed.   

 
7) Discussion of Proposed Ambient Monitoring Project:  Environ (Enclosure TC5) 

 
The proposed ambient monitoring project discussed for NETAC would be a surface 
mobile monitoring that focuses on emissions from sources associated with oil and gas  
exploration and production in Northeast Texas, and has a proposed budget of $75,000.  
Surface mobile monitoring is an effective method for collecting air quality data over 
large geographic regions between fixed surface monitoring stations (e.g., TCEQ’s CAMS 
locations). Instruments are installed in a vehicle that is driven along roads to conduct 
concentration surveys.  This method has been applied by UT Austin in the Victoria area 
during 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Sampling will be performed in September for 10 days 
comprising two 5 day periods. All attempts will be made to conduct the sampling when 
meteorological conditions are favorable for ozone formation, but this is often difficult to 
forecast over a period of one week. Sampling will be conducted in accordance with The 
University of Texas Surface Mobile Sampling Quality Assurance Project Plan that has 
been used for the sampling conducted in Victoria.  A motion was made to approve and 
was seconded.  The proposed project was approved without any opposition.   

 
8) Update on Near Nonattainment Area Funding:  Jim Mathews 

  
Jim Mathews discussed the current status of the Near Nonattainment funding request 
from TCEQ to the Texas Legislature.  Three areas have been added to the five areas that 
have historically received funding for air quality planning activities.  An additional $3 
million dollars has also been added to the request as an exceptional item to increase the 
funding from previous levels.   

  
9) Other Business 
  
 No other business was discussed. 
  
10) Adjournment  

 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:00 p.m.   


