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EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NETAC TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

 
Friday, August 27, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
1) Call to Order:  Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 

 
Jim Mathews called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 a.m. 
 

2) Roll Call:  Rick McKnight, ETCOG Environmental Manager 
 

Technical Advisory Committee Present 
• Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 
• Robert Ray, City of Longview 
• David Duncan, Luminant 
• Kelly Spencer, AEP/SWEPCO 
• Karen Owen, Longview MPO 
• Kim Hughes, AEP 
• Sharon Wellman, Texas Eastman 
• Kevin Romine, CenterPoint Energy 
• Greg Morgan, City of Tyler 
• Mike Feldman, EPA-Dallas 
• Dale Booth, TxDOT 
• Doug Boyer, TCEQ 

 
Others Present 
• Greg Yarwood, ENVIRON 
• Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON 
• Rick McKnight, ETCOG 
• Luke Kimbrough, ETCOG 
• Kristin Bahus, Norit Americas Inc. 
 

3) Discussion and approval of the NETAC Technical Advisory Committee meeting 
minutes of May 25, 2010:  Jim Mathews 

 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the May 25, 2010 meeting of the 
Technical Committee.  A second was made and the minutes passed without any 
opposition.    
 

4) Discussion and approval of NETAC Phase II FY 2011 Work Plan:  Jim Mathews & 
Environ  
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The draft Work Plan for FY 2011 was discussed.  The FY 2010 Work Plan has been 
extended to run through October 31, 2010 to allow all work to be completed.  The EPA 
has announced the new ozone standard will not be finalized until the end of October as 
well.  Portions of the new work plan will be dependent upon the level at which new 
standard is set.  NETAC and TCEQ have had back and forth discussions relating to  
specific language limiting use of the NETAC Ozone Model to evaluate control strategies 
to a confined geographic region and language concerning future local monitoring 
activities.  TCEQ is also holding back $110,000 from the original amount of funding for 
a potential emission inventory project for mobile sources.  A motion was made to 
approved the Phase II FY 2011 Work Plan.  A second was made and the FY 2011 Work 
Plan passed without any opposition.   

 
5) Update on 2010 HRVOC monitoring project at CAMS19: Greg Yarwood, 

ENVIRON 
 
The equipment has been deployed at CAMS 19 to collect HRVOC data for a two month 
period.  Data collection started the week prior to the conference call and will run through 
the end of October.  Data collected will be analyzed and presented to NETAC.   
 

6) Discussion of plans to install a research monitoring site for ozone to the south of 
Tyler in 2011: Greg Yarwood 

 
 Environ has conducted back trajectory analysis under the FY 2010 Work Plan that shows 

the current Northeast Texas monitoring network is necessary and sufficient to show 
background ozone levels entering and leaving the area when winds are easterly or 
westerly.  The Karnack monitor serves effectively as an upwind monitor for transport of 
ozone into Northeast Texas, and can serve as a downwind monitor when the wind is out 
of the west. The Tyler monitor is the downwind monitor during easterly winds. The Tyler 
and Longview CAMS both have NOx and SO2 monitors, which facilitate assessment of 
the impacts of local sources. 

 
The data show that with lowering of the ozone standard, transport from the south plays a 
larger role in bringing ozone into Northeast Texas. It is therefore necessary to consider a 
new monitor south of Tyler to capture transport from the south. Monitoring of ozone and 
meteorology are essential, and it is also desirable to measure the ozone precursors NOx 
and SOx if possible. The location for a new monitor must be determined.  The draft work 
plan under consideration by the NETAC Technical Committee and the TCEQ 
reserves $100,000 in the FY2011 budget for new monitoring. The type of monitoring (i.e. 
the number of pollutants) that can be accomplished will depend on costs, which are 
influenced by site setup requirements. 
 

7) Discussion of proposals to enhance local emission inventories during FY 2011: Greg 
Yarwood and Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON 

 
Based on a review of the Area and Non-Road Emission Inventories for Northeast Texas, 
Environ recommends improvements to the Haynesville Shale Inventory.  This inventory 
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should then be incorporated into TCEQ modeling.  The original inventory was put 
together by NETAC in the spring of 2009 which was very early in the development of the 
shale.  At present, a more significant amount of data is now available that can be used to 
improve the inventory.  This includes updating for an expanding geographic range of the 
shale and updating the well decline curves used to estimate total production in the 
formation.  Other data will be updated or inputted into the inventory for the first time.  A 
proposal will be developed under the FY 2011 Work Plan and presented to the Technical 
Advisory Committee.  A second possible improvement to local emission inventories is a 
study to determine the emissions from truck traffic directly associated with the 
Haynesville Shale's development.  A third local emission inventory enhancement being 
considered is a study of the impact of the East Texas Combustion Rule (ETCR).  This 
study would look at compliance with the rule and impact on local emissions.  Proposals 
will be brought before the Technical Advisory Committee in the future for approval.   
 

8) Discussion of report on review of TCEQ’s 2005 and 2008 Area and Non-Road 
Emission Inventories: Sue Kemball-Cook 
 
In preparation for potential SIP modeling in response to the new ozone standard, TCEQ 
has asked areas to review emission inventories for Area and Non-Road sources.  These 
two categories include emissions from diesel construction equipment, drill rigs, gas 
compressor engines, etc.  Inventories for 2005 and 2008 were reviewed as these will be 
used in TCEQ's base case modeling.  A draft report will be distributed shortly for review 
and approval by the Technical Advisory Committee.  After reviewing the current 2005 
and 2008 non-road inventories, the source categories for drill rigs, construction and 
mining equipment, and agriculture equipment were determined to be sufficient.  The 
review of locomotives found a suspected error in the 2008 inventory and is being 
documented.  The area category for emissions is dominated by oil and gas sources.  The 
main recommendation from Environ is that TCEQ use the NETAC Gas Compressor 
Engine Emission Inventory for both NOx and VOCs.   
 

9) Discussion of report on August 2010 Update of Conceptual Model of Ozone 
Formation in the Tyler-Longview-Marshall Area: Sue Kemball-Cook 
 
TCEQ has asked that the Conceptual Model of Ozone Formation for Northeast Texas be 
reviewed and updated.  This update will cover the effects a lower standard will have on 
Northeast Texas.  A lower standard will not change the fundamental understanding of 
how ozone forms in the area.  However, at a lower standard different wind directions will 
now be viewed as important to high ozone days.  The complete update to the report will 
be completed shortly.   
 

10) Other Business 
   

No other business was discussed.  
 
11) Adjournment  
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The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:00 p.m.   


