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EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

NETAC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

 Thursday, December 4, 2014 1:30PM 

East Texas Council of Governments 

3800 Stone Road 

Kilgore, TX 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

 

 

1. Call to Order:  Judge Bill Stoudt, NETAC co-chair 

 

Judge Stoudt called the meeting to order at approximately 1:40PM 

 

 

2. Roll Call:  Julie Burnfield, ETCOG Economic Development Lead 

 

Policy Advisory Committee Present 

Judge Bill Stoudt, Gregg County 

Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 

Kimberly Hughes-AEP-SWEPCO 

Judge Hugh Taylor-Harrison County 

Cary Nix-Smith County 

   Tim Aldridge-Eastman Chemical 

   Doug Boyer-TCEQ 

   Greg Morgan-City of Tyler 

   David Duncan-Luminant 

   Scott Snedden-Westlake Chemical Company 

   Jeremy Halland, Luminant  

   Mayor Martin Heines, City of Tyler 

   Councilman Gary Smith-City of Longview 

   Holly Landuyt-AEP/SWEPCO 

   Sharon Wellman-Eastman Chemical Company 

 

Others Present 

Greg Yarwood, ENVIRON 

Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON Doug Boyer, TCEQ 

Julie Burnfield, ETCOG  

Doug Shryock, ETCOG 

   Carla Gross, ETCOG 

   Glenn Evans, Longview News Journal 

 

 

3    Discussion and Approval of Minutes of April 22, 2014: Judge Bill Stoudt              

    

The minutes were approved unanimously.     
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4. Selection of NETAC CO-Chair: Judge Bill Stoudt 

 

Mayor Martin Heines was nominated to be the next NETAC Co-Chair. A vote was called for and 

the decision was unanimous  

 

 

5. Update on EPA’s Review of the Ozone Standard: Jim Mathews 

   

EPA proposed a revision to the ozone standard. The current standard of 75ppb is no longer    

protective of public health and so a new standard of 65-70ppb has been proposed and is now 

taking comments. At the same time EPA invited comments on a standard as low as 60ppb or 

comments to retain the 75ppb. The timeline for adopting a final standard will be October 1, 2015. 

Three public hearings will be held and will receive comments for 90 days. After this point they 

will adopt a final standard by October 1, 2015. This date starts a process for the designation of 

areas of the country as either attainment or non-attainment under the new standard. States have 

one year from the date of adoption to submit to EPA their recommendations of designations 

within the states. EPA then has one year after that date to finalize designations. By October 2017 

we should have new designations under the new ozone standard.  

  

A slide was shown of a model projection by EPA of the counties that will be in attainment or 

non-attainment by the year 2025 based on the emissions reductions programs used between now 

and that time. The map showed that Gregg County would not be in attainment of the 65ppb 

standard in the year 2025. If standard is set at 70ppb then this area should be able to attain over 

the next 10 years with existing programs. Depending on your classification by EPA you will have 

a certain amount of time to come into attainment with the standard. NETAC has been able to 

avoid the designation of non-attainment for almost twenty years.  

 

A discussion was held regarding which years would be used to determine attainment,      

regarding transportation conformity, and regarding background ozone.  

 

 

6. Report on Status of FY 14-15 PGA Amendment: Julie Burnfield 

 

ETCOG executed an amendment with TCEQ on November 24th which allotted funding for 

the Ozone Action Plan, and moved the deliverable date for the emissions review task from 

August 15, 2014 to December 15th 2014. $8,000 has been moved from the Photochemical 

modeling task to the Ozone Action Plan task which is due December 31st and also a new task 

with $8,000 has been added to develop a FY 16-17 work plan.  

       

No discussion was held following this presentation item. 
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7. Discussion and authorization to proceed with Ozone Advance Path Forward letter or 

Ozone Advance Action Plan 

 

In November of last year, we were accepted into EPA’s Ozone Advance program. Within a 

year after acceptance, the area has to submit to EPA a Path Forward letter or an Ozone 

Action Plan. The Path Forward letter says here is what we are going to do to reduce 

emissions going forward. The Ozone Action Plan is a more comprehensive document and 

lays out what actions the area has taken in the past to study and understand the ozone 

problem. It also contains an area where you tell them what your strategies are to continue to 

stay in attainment with the standard. The program is seen as a partnership agreement with 

EPA where they can know we are doing everything possible to stay in attainment with the 

standard. The Technical Committee recommended that NETAC move forward with the 

Ozone Action Plan. 
 

      The vote to move ahead with the Ozone Action Plan was approved unanimously. 

 

 

8. Review of the 2014 ozone season, 2014 high ozone days and recent trends in ozone: 

ENVIRON 

 

The ozone levels in East Texas have come down dramatically since the three monitors were 

put into place. The 2014 monitored values are the cleanest since the monitors were installed. 

The reason for this was that the weather in 2014 was not conducive to making high ozone. 

This year after the 2014 ozone season, Longview and Tyler are at 71ppb and Karnack at 

69ppb. If the new standard is set at 70ppb or below, Karnack would be the only area in 

attainment, Longview and Tyler would be above the standard.  

 

There hasn’t been a value as high as 90 in many years at the monitors. Going down to a 

70ppb standard, Longview could be as high as 75ppb, Tyler 75ppb and Karnack 76ppb for 

their design value to attain a 70ppb level which is the range of recent values at all three 

monitors. If we go down to 65ppb that is no longer true.  

       

A discussion was held regarding local contributions, high temperatures, and background 

levels that are conducive to high ozone levels.  

 

 

9. Update on new ozone model for 2012: Doug Boyer, TCEQ 

 

A computer simulation is used to predict in the future if an area is going to meet the ozone 

standard. In order to do this they model a past ozone event, which most recently has been the 

2012 ozone season (April-October). In 2012 there are just a couple days in June and a couple 

days in August that exceeded the standard. More about this model will be heard about at 

future meetings.  

 

      No other business was discussed 
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10. Update on FY 14-15 work plan technical studies: ENVIRON 

 

a. 2015 SOF Study at Sabine Industrial District 

 

In 2012, a study was conducted to measure highly reactive emissions downwind of the 

Sabine Industrial District. Once this was done, they compared it to the emissions 

inventory and there was a discrepancy.  So the study is going to be done again to see if it 

can be done more effectively and if they can identify the source of the discrepancy 

between what they measure in the air and what is in the emission inventory. Plans are to 

conduct study in April 2015.   

 

      No discussion was held following this presentation item. 

 

b. 2012 WRF meteorological modeling 

 

They are currently working on the performance of the weather model that is used to 

supply information to the ozone model. They have some recommendations that they 

believe can be used to improve the model simulations of wind and clouds in Texas that 

will improve the accuracy of the ozone model.  

 

      No discussion was held following this presentation item. 

 

 

c. Review of 2012 emission inventory 

 

Current tasks are focused on emission inventory studies, monitoring and photochemical 

modeling. A conceptual model of ozone is made which is a summary of everything that is 

known about ozone formation in the area. This document is updated every two years. 

ENVIRON is working on an evaluation of emission control strategies. Last year they sent 

out a survey to let them know what air quality programs they are undertaking or may 

undertake in the future. Some information was received from some industries and from 

the Cities of Longview and Henderson. Another letter will be sent out this year as all this 

information will be included into the Ozone Action Plan.  

 

      No discussion was held following this presentation item. 

 

 

 

11. Discussion of FY 16-17 Work Plan: ENVIRON 

 

The main elements included in the work plans are monitoring, emissions inventory and 

photochemical modeling to make projections of what ozone will be like in the future. During 

this two year period, the ozone standard should be moving forward and we may be needing 

to make projections of what will be happening in the 2020 timeframe. Hopefully by this time 

they will be working with the new 2012 model that TCEQ is developing.  
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ENVIRON will want to understand emission projections for the area, happenings with oil 

and gas production, if there are any new sources of ozone, or any emission reductions that 

they know will be taking place.  

 

A discussion was held as to why a full 2012 year model is needed and what the most cost   

effective strategies are. Another discussion was held about budgets for NNAs and how we 

are cooperating with the State with regards to the new work plan.  

 

 

12. Other Business: Julie Burnfield 

 

New replacement members were offered to the Technical and Policy Committee as follows: 

 

Technical: Brett Huntsman, Heather Nick, Michael Howell 

Policy: Mayor Pat Brack, Gary Smith, Mayor Martin Heines, Andrew Coggins 

 

A vote was taken to approve these new members and was passed unanimously.  

 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:41PM 


