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3800 Stone Road 
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MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order:  Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 

 

Jim Mathews called the meeting to order at approximately 10:30A.M. 

 

 

2. Roll Call:  Julie Burnfield, ETCOG Economic Development Lead 

 

Technical Advisory Committee Present 

Jim Mathews, NETAC General Counsel 

 Don Montgomery-Luminant 

 Kelly Spencer-AEP/SWEPCO 

 Mark McMahon-Flint Hills Resources Polymer, LLC 

 Doug Boyer, TCEQ 

 Scott Snedden-Westlake Chemical 

 Shellie Dalby-Eastman Chemical Company 

 Jeremy Halland, Luminant 

 David Duncan-Luminant 

 Brian Foster-TCEQ 

 Jack Holsomback-TCEQ 

 Leroy Biggers-TCEQ 

 Carrie Paige, EPA 

 Karen Owen, Longview MPO 

 Michael Honeycutt TCEQ 

 Greg Morgan, City of Tyler 

 Kimberly Hughes-AEP/SWEPCO 

   Rick Hanning, Luminant 

 Scott Snedden, Westlake Chemical Company 

 Holly Landuyt-AEP/SWEPCO 

   

Others Present 

Greg Yarwood, ENVIRON 

   Sue Kemball-Cook, ENVIRON 

Julie Burnfield, ETCOG  

   Carla Gross, ETCOG 

 

 

 

 



3. Discussion of EPA’s Review of the Ozone Standard and Plans for Designations 

and Implementation: Jim Mathews, Mike Honeycutt-TCEQ, Brian Foster-TCEQ , 

Carrie Paige-EPA 

 

EPA has been reviewing the 2008 ozone standard and proposed a revision to it on 

November 25, 2014. The proposal was published in the Federal Register on December 

17, 2014. The standard is on schedule to be finalized on October 1, 2015. EPA 

proposed to reduce the ozone standard from 75 ppb to a number between 65ppb and 70 

ppb and asked for comments on levels as low as 60ppb and on levels as high as 75ppb. 

EPA also proposed a revision to the secondary standard to a number in the range 

between 65ppb and 70ppb and also sought comment on the change to the form of the 

secondary standard, to use the W126 form and on retaining the current 75 ppb standard.  

EPA is required by a court order to finalize its decision on the revision by October 1, 

2015. By October 1, 2016 states will recommend the designations of attainment status 

for all areas of the state. By June 1, 2017 EPA will respond to state’s initial 

recommendations and will identify where the agency intends to modify the 

recommendation. By October 1, 2017 EPA will issue final area designations and these 

are likely to be based on 2014-2016 air quality data.  

 

Mike Honeycutt discussed the health effects data available during the ozone standard 

review and offered his opinions on this data.  He does not think that lowering the ozone 

standard will have a discernible health benefit. Mr. Honeycutt has reviewed data from 

12 EPA studies looking not only at concentration but also at dose (this is where they 

vary from EPA’s opinion). What he found is that asthmatic people are no more 

sensitive to ozone than healthy people are. The body cannot tell the difference between 

60ppb, 70ppb and 75ppb of ozone concentration. When you look at the data what you 

find is lowering the standard to one of these other two numbers won’t have an impact 

on health and also the body cannot tell the difference between the two. If you take into 

account ozone dose, which EPA didn’t talk about, you see that none of the effects seen 

are adverse. TCEQ’s analysis of data does not expect to see an improvement in health 

by lowering the standard.  

 

Jim Mathews discussed that the ozone standard implementation rule will be proposed 

within one year and adopted within two years following adoption of the new standard. 

This means that the implementation rule will be adopted at the same time final 

designations are made. The implementation rule has previously been delayed by up to 

five years. 

 

Brian Foster with TCEQ noted that the Northeast Texas is right on the bubble of 

attainment again as it has been in past years. Ozone trends statewide are going down. If 

the EPA timeline goes as planned, that means the State would submit our 

recommendations from the Governor to EPA by October 1, 2016 and that would be 

based on 2013, 2014, and 2015 air quality data. Then when the final recommendations 

are made in 2017, it would mostly likely be 2014, 2015, and 2016 air quality data.  

 

 

 

 

4. Discussion and approval of FY 16-17 work plan: Jim Mathews, ENVIRON 

 

Our area has received funding from the Texas Legislature for more than a decade to 

deal with our air quality issues. In the decade of 2000-2010 we got on average $1 



million per biennium to run our programs and studies. The rider funding adopted by the 

Texas Legislature for the next biennium makes significant changes by tying funding 

levels to population. Under the new funding mechanism the   10 designated near non-

attainment areas  will each get a base of $350,000 and the remaining $2.5 million that is 

appropriated under the rider will be  divided among the 10 areas on the basis of their 

population in excess of 350,000. This change in the allocation of the rider funding will 

lower the funding for the NET area by approximately $400,000. Other near non-

attainment areas with population similar to the NET area will receive similar 

reductions.  Conversely, funding for areas such as Austin, San Antonio and El Paso will 

increase significantly. This change in the funding under the rider came about in the 

conference committee at the end of the legislative session. TCEQ had not anticipated 

this change, but must implement it.  

 

Because this funding change occurred late in the legislative session, there is not an 

alternative work plan to be presented today. A draft work plan consistent with the 

reduced funding will be circulated to the technical committee and committee input will 

be requested through a conference call or email response.   

 

 

.  

 

5. Discussion and approval of Ozone Advance Action Plan: Jim Mathews, 

ENVIRON 

 

NETAC has agreed to participate in EPA’s Ozone Advance Program. One of the 

requirements of the program is the submittal of Ozone Action Plan. A draft plan has 

been circulated to the committee and written comments have been received. Eastman 

Chemical offered additional comments during the Technical Committee meeting.  The 

committee agree to the creation of a sub-committee including representatives of 

Eastman, ENVIRON and TCEQ to come to a consensus on the issues raised during the 

committee meeting.  

 

A motion was made that, subject to revisions agreed to by the subcommittee, the Ozone 

Action Plan is approved.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

 

6. Update on FY 14-15 work plan technical tasks: ENVIRON 

 

 

a.  Update on 2015 NETAC SOF Study at Sabine Industrial District 

 

The participants of the study are FluxSense, University of Houston and 

Ramboll Environ and the purpose is to follow up on the 2012 study. This 

year the focus was on ethylene and propylene and ENVIRON was 

interested in how the emissions had changed. They wanted to bring 

some additional instrumentation to improve upon the 2012 study. Key 

instruments that were used included the SOF, the meFTIR, the 

SkyDOAS, the LIDAR, and Balloon sondes. They made measurements 

on 10 days at the end of March into the beginning of April. The 

instruments were mounted on vehicles so that they could be moved 

around to make measurements. As the vehicle moves around (at about 

10mph) it maps out the HRVOC plumes as it drives through or 

underneath them. One of the trucks drove around to get measurements 



and one was kept in one place. During the study most of the winds were 

out of the South, but there were periods where they were out of the 

North and the East. Ethylene and propylene are uniquely identifiable in 

these studies.  

 

 

Next steps include further analysis and quality assurance, wind profile 

assessment and flux estimate impact analysis. Other steps include 

assessment or reported upset periods, comparison of 2012 survey, and 

have a final draft delivered in June and final report in July.  

 

b.  Discussion and approval of report on review of TCEQ 2012 emission 

inventory 

 

This item was not discussed due to time constraints and will be covered 

during the Policy Committee meeting.  

 

 

c.  Update on development of 2012 ozone model  

 

This item was not discussed due to time constraints and will be covered 

during the Policy Committee meeting.  

 

 

d.  Brief update on progress on other FY 14-15 tasks 

 

This item was not discussed due to time constraints and will be covered 

during the Policy Committee meeting.  

 

 

7. Other Business 

 

Jim Mathews discussed that earlier this year EPA announced that it was requiring the 

destruction of 15 million pounds of propellant at the Camp Minden facility in Northwest 

Louisiana. EPA’s order specified that the propellant be destroyed via open burning. There 

was a lot of public concern in the area and it came to our attention too. EPA has now 

specified that the propellant be destroyed on-site through a contained burn (i.e. 

incineration). EPA has said that they are going to monitor and model this process.  

NETAC will have to monitor this item as it moves forward giving special attention to its 

impact on transported emissions that could affect ozone levels in the NET area.  

  

 

8.  Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:41PM 


