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MEMO 
 
 

To:   Communications, Military Sales Managers 
From:   Acquisitions & Retention 
Date:   April 22, 2005 (rev. 3/30/11) 
RE:   Inappropriate/Questionable Advertisements in Military Publications 
 
 
 
MARCOA Quality Publishing, LLC has established a policy not to run advertisements in our 
publications that may be found offensive to our customers. The following outlines our general 
guidance for what are unacceptable advertisements and what types of advertising should be 
reviewed with PAO at the start of each sales campaign.  While not every questionable ad is 
covered in this guidance it does address the most commonly questioned ads.  If there is a 
question about a particular ad, it is always acceptable to ask Public Affairs or call Quinn or Kristen 
for clarification.  Anytime an ad is received or processed that includes any of the following types 
of issues, it should be referred to Communications where they will forward the ad to Quinn or 
Kristen for approval. 
 
 
The following advertisements MUST BE AVOIDED: 
 

1. Ads with naked or scantily clad persons. 
 

2. Ads for Gentlemen’s Clubs: strip clubs, topless bars, etc. 
 

3. Ads including drugs and drug paraphernalia (usually billed as specialty smoke shops, 
pipe stores, head shops, incense stores, etc.). 

 
4. Ads including foul language. 

 
5. Ads with coupon cut outs, instead suggest ‘mention this ad.’  

(The contractor shall accept for publication only those advertisements which are in 
conformance with the principles of good taste. The Contractor shall not accept or print 
advertising of an obscene nature or that reflects adversely upon the Government of the United 
States or any of its components.  This includes advertisements displaying foul language, 
scantily clad persons, drug paraphernalia, lewd behavior, criminal activity or other distasteful or 
unlawful subject matter). 

 
6. Ads for porno shops, adult book stores, lingerie shops, etc. 

(Advertisements on behalf of companies whose primary purpose is the selling of adult 
literature or products are prohibited.) 
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7. Ads glamorizing alcohol  
(words such as happy hours, nickel beer nights, etc.). 
(Advertisements glamorizing alcohol or the excessive consumption of alcohol are prohibited.  
Additionally, advertisements for specific brands of alcoholic beverage brands are prohibited as 
they cannot be mailed outside of the United States.) 

 
8. Ads for specific brands of cigarettes, cigars or chewing tobacco (Marlborough, 

Newport, Macadudo, Skoal, etc.). 
(Advertisements for specific brands of cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco and all other 
tobacco products are prohibited as they cannot e mailed outside of the United States.) 
 

9. Ads for Lotteries and Bingo Companies not associated with non-profit groups 
(churches, soup kitchens, Lion’s Clubs, missions, etc.). 

 
10. Ads for casinos not found on Indian reservations, which show gambling, either in 

pictures or by words.  
 (Advertisements for bingo games or lotteries conducted by a commercial organization whose 

primary business is conducting lotteries.  Non-lottery activities or a commercial organization 
whose primary business is conducting lotteries may be advertised in CE publications.  
Exceptions are allowed for authorized state lotteries, lotteries conducted by a not-for-profit 
organization or a governmental organization.  An exception also pertains to any gaming 
conducted by an Indian tribe under 25 U.S.C. 2720.)  

 (Advertisements for any products or services which would bar CE publications from being 
mailed under U.S. Postal laws or regulations.) 

 
11. Tattoo/Body Piercing Parlors 

 
12. Ads for Payday Loan Companies 
 (Ads by or on behalf of so-called payday loan companies, whether or not they charge interest 

rates exceeding State, Federal or other applicable usury statutes are prohibited.) 
 

13. Ads for Political Issues 
 (CE publications shall not carry paid political advertisements for a candidate, party or which 

advocate a particular position on a political issue, including advertisements advocating a 
position on any proposed DoD policy or policy under review or which advocate lobbying 
elected officials on a specific issue.) 

 
14. Ads showing members of the military in uniform or military logos. 

(CE publications shall not carry advertising, which contains photographs of individuals in 
uniform or logos that lends the appearance that the DoD endorses a product or company.  
Excluded from this prohibition are Government appropriated or non-appropriated fund 
advertisers and pictures of actors or story characters in advertising for movies, plays and 
books.) All patches, logos, ranks, names CAN NOT be on military uniform. This is across the 
board for ALL installations regulations. 
All managers/reps need to advise advertisers in the future to either not include photos with 
these items or notify them that we will need to Photoshop them off of the uniform if they 
provide us with photos like this. 

 

The following advertisements SHOULD BE DISCUSSED WITH PAO: 
 

1. Any advertisers on the Off-Limits List. 
 

2. Family Planning Clinics (Abortion Ads).  We NO LONGER have a listing for abortion 
clinics in our yellow pages. If PAO allows, we can sell ads for abortion clinics, but 
they must be listed under Family Planning. 

 
3. Casino ads for non-Indian casinos. These ads can have the name and logo of the 

casino, but cannot show in pictures or describe in words gambling. The ad can 
advertise restaurants, hotels, entertainment, events, etc. 

 
4. Tobacco Shops 

(Although not forbidden by law, the inclusion of advertisements for companies that sell any 
form of tobacco products is strongly discouraged in all CE publications.) 


