
Hedgerow - stories from a linear world 
 
“Since childhood I have loved and observed hedgerows.  
 
Whenever we kids went rambling along the lanes of our neighbourhood, to pick 
flowers or blackberries or just wandering to each other’s houses, we wondered 
at the secrets within these linear worlds. There were many colourful flowers and 
woody plants weaving through each other. The gnarled roots of the trees made 
secret burrows and homes for creatures amongst them. The birds and insects 
flitted and hovered, chirped and whirred. The bees were a constant summer 
sound, beetles and butterflies were easy to find along the way. In Spring we 
watched frogs’ spawn mature into tadpoles in the ditch, and ferns unfurl like 
magic. I still love these hedgerows and delight in them on every walk I take. 
 
In researching this project I have found out many curious and fascinating facts 
about hedgerows and how important they are. I hope this exhibition will lead 
you, the viewer to finding a new interest in these ancient habitats. 
 
The Hedgerow is an iconic element of our landscape. We can't drive down a 
country lane without noticing the myriad plants on either side, reflecting the 
seasons. The joy of seeing the Hawthorn blossom each Spring, sheltering us from 
the sun in Summer, and foraging for fruits in Autumn, we all have a connection to 
hedgerows. 
 
The hedgerow goes back a long way in our history, dividing and yet holding 
together a rich habitat that remains after our forests were cleared. Land 
boundaries can be traced back to Neolithic times and the circa-12th -Century 
Townland boundaries are the country’s longest standing land divisions. Some 
hedgerows were created when woodlands were cleared leaving narrow remains 
of that woodland. Others were created by building walls or banks with a ditch on 
one or both sides. Therefore the variety of habitats within a hedgerow is wide 
and varied. 
 
While we might plant new hedges, it is the ancient ones which support up to 
3000 organisms from flowers and trees, birds and animals to insects and 
microscopic creatures, without which our land would become desolate. At a time 
when farming practices are changing in scale these valuable habitats need to be 
protected. 
 
As we become more concerned about a changing climate we will look to 
hedgerows to serve as windbreaks, to shelter our livestock, reduce soil erosion 
and flooding, aid drainage and provide homes for pollinators as well as beneficial 
predators who protect our food crops from pests. As carbon sinks they are vital 
in the control of the effects of climate change. These harbours of biodiversity 
should be cherished for the health of our future generations. They’re not just a 
bunch of weeds, but truly amazing and beautifully evolved species living in 
symbiotic harmony.” 
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