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Babs: BBC1, Sunday, 8pm

So much more to Babs than the 

bikini-popping Carry On queen

S
he’s a national institution, 

showbiz royalty and has 

been open and honest 

about her ‘mistakes’ - but 

there’s more to Dame 

Barbara Windsor than 

turning on the charm for the 

cameras which is what she hopes 

new BBC biopic Babs will reveal.

Ask anyone to define nation’s sweet-

heart Dame Barbara Windsor and the 

response  wi l l  typical ly  

flit between the pint-sized  

bombshell who perfectly captured the 

saucy slapstick comedy of  the Carry 

On films, and iconic EastEnders’ 

matriarch Peggy Mitchell.

There’s also much known about her 

chequered personal life: her first 

marriage to gangster Ronnie Knight, 

her adulterous affair with Carry On 

co-star Sid James; her further two 

marriages to younger men, and her 

five abortions.

But there are more dimensions  

to ‘Bar’ than bikini-popping  

scenes and hollering, ‘Get outta  

my pub’, which TV writer  

Tony Jordan intends to show in BBC 

One’s upcoming biopic drama, Babs.

Set in Catford’s Broadway Theatre, 

the 90-minute special follows the 

heart-warming story of  the showbiz 

favourite from 1943 to 1993.

Promising “warts and all”, viewers 

will see four actresses tackling  

the 50-year period, including  

Jaime Winstone, who’ll portray 

Windsor during her 20s, and Samantha 

Spiro (who has previously played the 

star on stage in Cleo, Camping, 

Emmanuelle And Dick), who’ll play 

Windsor in her mid-50s.

The actress herself  - who also makes 

a cameo - believes it’s the right time to 

put the story out there.

“I used to hear it: ‘You should write 

your life story and all the rest of  it’,” 

says Windsor, explaining that she 

agreed to it “when darlin’ [Jordan] 

said, ‘I want to write this for you’, 

‘cause I love him.”

“The thing is, maybe people will 

understand it a bit more - how and why 

things happened,” she says of  her deci-

sion to go ahead with the biopic, “I’m a 

nice lady; I’ve made mistakes, but 

they’re my mistakes.

 � Jaime Winston plays 

Babs in a new biopic, with 

Luke Allen-Gale as her 

husband, Ronnie Knight 
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 WATCH »

 � The Fault in Our Stars, Channel 

4, Saturday, 9pm: Prepare to weep 

yourself into a self-made flood of 

misery as you watch this drama 

about two teenagers with cancer who 

fall in love. Hazel Grace and 

Augustus face their future with such 

joy that the rollercoaster trip they 

take you on leaves you utterly 

devastated. My daughter - who will 

be 19 in a week - warns against 

wearing mascara as you watch.

 RECORD »

 � Doctor Who, BBC1, 7.20pm, 

Saturday:  Bill and her friends decide 

to move in together in what seems to 

be the perfect house. However, the 

absurdly cheap rent and a decidedly 

creepy landlord - played by guest star 

David Suchet - suggest domestic bliss 

might notbe on the cards. The Doctor 

believes something is seriously 

wrong with his assistant’s new home, 

plagued as it is with strange draughts 

and oddly creaky floorboards. 

Sounds familiar.

7-DAY

TV

Plans to develop hundreds of  homes 
on the site of  a former social club in 
a deal which could bring £40m of  
private investment to Sydenham 
are set to be rejected once again by 
councillors.

Developers have tried on numer-
ous occasions over the last two 
years to erect an apartment build-
ing on the site of  Footzie Social 
Club on Station Approach in Lower 
Sydenham.

Planning chiefs turned down a 
similar but larger application in 
2015 on the grounds it was “inap-
propriate” on a protected area 
known as Metropolitan Open Land.

A report on the project was 
referred to then-London mayor 
Boris Johnson who rejected the 
opportunity to take over the appli-

cation himself, saying he was 
“content to allow Bromley Council 
to determine the case itself ”.

The site is not currently open to 
public use after falling into a poor 
condition and is currently being 
used for a range of  different uses 
which include ad-hoc storage, a 
builder’s compound and parking.

Improved plans were then put 
together and submitted to the local 
authority for a smaller-scale 
project, comprising 229 flats, but 
planning chiefs are being advised to 
refuse the proposals again when 
they are formally discussed next 
week.

The applicant argues provision 

of  affordable homes, a public park 
on the eastern part of  the site and 
general economic benefits includ-
ing £39.1m of  private investment in 
the area, 170 temporary construc-
tion jobs per year and a further 255 
“spin off  jobs” represent “very 
special circumstances” which 
outweigh the harm caused to the 
open quality of  the land.

However, other parties such as 
Sport England, have objected at the 
loss of  a playing area on the site.

National Rail has also expressed 
concerns of  its own about the 
impact on the capacity and footfall 
at the nearby Lower Sydenham 
train station.

Planning chiefs will discuss the 
proposals at a sub-committee meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Tom Pyman
tom.pyman@archant.co.uk

Will flats plan 
fail yet again?

 � The former Footzie Social Club site. 

CURRY MAHAL
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HAVING DIFFICULTY GETTING CAR FINANCE?

fairloppharmacy

87 High Street,  
Barkingside,

Tel: 020 8551 3017

OPEN UNTIL
MIDNIGHT,

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

���SPLIT DECISION���

� � �  FOUR PAGE ELECTION SPECIAL  � � �

� Political heavyweights join campaign trail in Ilford North
�  Ukip and Greens drop out with only three left standing
�  Liberal Democrats say they will fight ‘against hard Brexit’

VS
IN THE

 RED CORNER
IN THE

 BLUE CORNER
� Name: Wes Streeting
� Age: 34
� Last bout: 21,463 votes

� Name: Lee Scott
� Age: 61
� Last bout: 20,874 votes

*Omniture Apr 17
** JICREG May 2016

Be seen = build awareness = increase instructions
Nothing works better than eye-catching ads. 

Targeted and flexible
Reach a large audience or target specific customer types wherever 
they are online with our intelligent “GoTarget” solution.

Quality, trusted content
Position your message around quality editorial or take advantage 
of your own branded content. Our award winning teams will bring 
your businesses to life.

�

�

�

Are you moving with the times? We are.
Today’s Archant delivers a growing audience – 
giving you unrivalled brand awareness across more platforms.

Digital*
1.37m unique 
visitors every 
month

36% 
increase 
year on 
year

Paper** 
275,134 
readers 
every week



Three facts every agent should 
know about our readers...

They are…

16% less likely to have used Rightmove / Zoopla 
than the national average. 
Don’t neglect this large, local and affluent audience

25% more interested in property than non-readers.
An audience keen and eager to learn about YOU.

33.9% more likely to have responded to property 
newspaper ads
(buy and rental) than the national average.
Prospects who take action from YOUR advertising.

Cost effective, powerful…and still with 
that local personal service.

Property in East London, Essex & Kent.

Call Jermaine Cayenne  on 07785616234 or email 
Jermaine.Cayenne@archant.co.uk  for more information

Source: TGI GB Sep 16


