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Source: TGI GB

Great British Holidays and Breaks is 

the powerful platform to reach a large 

audience of affluent people, keen and 

eager to holiday in the UK.

This glossy supplement, distributed in the January edition of Archant’s county lifestyle 

magazine portfolio, reaches out to over 237, 000 readers throughout the UK, many of 

which at the time will be actively making their holiday choices.

Becoming an advertising partner in this easy to navigate, 100 page guide is an engaging 

and highly targeted way to promote your brand and deliver increased business success 

in 2018. 

� Reach your target market

�  Build brand awareness

� Increase response



County Life readers love 
holidaying in Britain! …

Our readers have an average of 3 holidays 

a year in the UK.

Life readers are over 17% more likely to 

take breaks in Britain than the UK average

Domestic tourism is an industry worth a 

staggering £22.7 billion!

Source: TGI GB. The GB Tourist Report 2015

Are you taking your 

unfair share of the market?

14

COCKERMOUTH
Far to the north but well worth a 
visit, this historic town is bursting 
with attractive features along its 
medieval and Georgian streets. It is 
famous for being the home of 
mutineer Fletcher Christian and you 
can visit William Wordsworth’s 
childhood home, now run by the 
National Trust.

CONISTON: An outstanding little 
town a short walk from the water 
that gives the community its name. 
This was the setting for Swallows 
and Amazons and where Donald 
Campbell made his ill-fated world 
water speed record attempt. Both he 
and author Arthur Ransome are 
featured in the Ruskin Museum.

HAWKSHEAD
Higgledy-piggledy old streets and a strong 
association with Beatrix Potter, that iconic 
naturalist, illustrator and trail-blazer for 
women’s rights, make this a popular 
year-round destination. Nearby is Esthwaite Water and Wray Castle a gothic folly now run by the National Trust.

10
LAKELAND GEMS

STAVELEY

A little off the beaten track but well worth a visit. It is located between Kendal and Windermere, and its main feature is the Mill Yard. It once made bobbins for the textile industry but it is now packed with businesses – from an award-winning brewery to artisan bakers.

WINDERMERE

Bowness and Windermere are two communities 
that run seamlessly into each other. Windermere 
is at the top of the hill. It is an attractive, bustling 
village boasting  many small independent 
retailers, some good eating places and the HQ of 
the famous Lakeland store, bursting with 
domestic gadgets you never knew you needed.

The North

LAKE DISTRICT

15

BOWNESS

Bowness is down the hill by 
Windermere Lake. Here you will 
find the World of Beatrix Potter, the 
lovely Blackwell Arts and Crafts 
house and a quayside full of 
steamers ready to take you on a lake 
adventure. This summer, the 
steamboat museum will open, 
creating another popular attraction.

KENDAL

You will find a wonderful mix of shops and 
no shortage of places to eat and drink in 
what is known as the ‘Grey Auld Town’. This 
is a reference to the building materials 
rather than any lack of interesting things to 
do – there is plenty, from the Lakeland Life 
Museum to the Abbot Gallery, which hosts 
national exhibitions.

KESWICK

At the northern end of the 
Lakes and just beside Derwent 
Water, Keswick is one of the 
most successful of the region’s 
tourist towns. Its wide main 
street full of independent shops 
makes it a popular place for a 
day out. There are some 
excellent hotels, pubs and the 
famous Pencil Museum will 
amuse the family.

ULVERSTON
 A pretty little market town packed 
with cafés and real ale pubs. 
However, its main claim to fame is 
being the birthplace of Stan Laurel, 
one half of one of the world’s most 
famous comedy duos of the 20th 
century. There is a museum 
dedicated to them – another fine 
place to visit!

The North

AMBLESIDE
This is the most popular town in 
the Lake District – you can tell that 
by the number of guest houses and 
hotels. It stands at the head of 
Windermere and in the middle of 
some of this country’s finest 
scenery – much of it easily accessed 
from the town centre, which is the 
starting place for several excellent 
walks. Ambleside now has some 
first class restaurants, too.
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7WONDERS 

OF

Norfolk

THE BROADS

The Broads National Park covers around 

190 miles networked by almost 200 miles 

of footpaths and 125 miles of navigable 

waterways. Seven rivers run through it 

and 11,000 species of flora and fauna, 

including a quarter of the country’s rarest 

wildlife, make their home here. And it’s all 

incredibly pretty.

Hickling Broad is the largest of all, and 

your chances of spotting cranes, bitterns, 

barn owls and kingfisher, swallowtail 

butterflies and Norfolk hawker moths 

range from pretty good to almost certain. 

The floating Wildlife Centre at Ranworth 

Broad is a must-visit to learn more through 

interactive exhibits and take a boat trip 

with an experienced guide. 

There are any number of standout 

attractions: the sight of St Benet’s Abbey 

from the River Bure lingers in the memory 

long after you’ve puttered past it; from the 

top of the church tower at Ranworth you 

have a view of no fewer than five Broads, 

and of course, there are the windmills; 

Thurne, Horsey, Hunsett on the River Ant 

and Berney Mill on the Yare are favourites.

COAST

You know you’re in a truly 

exceptional region when everyone 

has a different idea of what makes 

it so special. It could be the miles 

of soft sand, glistening shingle, or 

some seriously good surf; perhaps 

it’s the marram grass on the dunes, 

samphire in the salt marshes, a 

fresh catch of Cromer crab and 

fishermen’s boats slipping quietly 

into harbour at dusk. Or a boat trip 

to see the seals and pups at play on 

Blakeney Point.

The Norfolk Coastal Path takes in 

all of these, all the way from the 

west-facing cliffs of Hunstanton to 

Sea Palling in the east, where the 

up-all-night buzz of Great 

Yarmouth is a short drive away. 

From bucket-and-spade family 

fun at Wells-next-the-Sea to 

away-from-it-all beaches at Horsey 

and Waxham, there’s a beach day 

out for you. Don’t miss Cley-next-

the-Sea nature reserve; the village 

is tiny, the beach rugged and 

pebbly, but it’s not difficult to see 

why it’s one of the must-see coastal 

destinations. 

TOWNS

You’re never far from a 

market town in Norfolk. 

Distinctive, characterful, and 

a pleasure  

to explore on foot especially 

on market day, these are still 

the beating heart of the 

countryside and several  

are fast becoming the 

showcase for Norfolk’s food 

and drink larder.

Explore the picture-perfect 

pairing of Beccles and Bungay 

on the River Waveney, the 

hum of market day in Diss, the 

chic shopping thoroughfares 

of Holt, or combine a trip to 

Blickling with a visit to 

Aylsham. Fakenham’s setting 

in the glorious countryside is 

reason enough to make the 

trip, while near-neighbours 

Cromer and Sheringham on 

the coast offer very different 

but equally rewarding days 

out. Further west, Swaffham 

and Downham Market are 

vibrant local shopping 

centres; leave plenty of time 

to explore King’s Lynn’s 

museums, shops and historic 

buildings. 
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HISTORIC HOUSES

History is everywhere in the 

county and in North Norfolk, 

history was often made. Prime 

ministers and queens lived here, 

heroes and explorers were born 

here, writers and artists were 

inspired here.

Lose yourself in the stories, 

parks and woodlands of the finest 

country estates. Blickling Hall, 

once home to Anne Boleyn whose 

ghost is said to haunt the grounds, 

is unmissable, as is Holkham Hall, 

once described as the perfect 

English country house – it comes 

with its own  broad sweep of 

beach immortalised in the hit film, 

Shakespeare in Love. Houghton 

Hall, a fine example of Palladian 

architecture and built by Britain’s 

first prime minister, Robert 

Walpole, is the setting for events 

through the year.

Felbrigg Hall and its woodland 

affords glimpses of life as it was 

lived centuries ago, while 

near-neighbours Mannington and 

Wolterton Halls are surrounded by 

ravishing gardens. Oxburgh Hall, 

with its turrets and towers 

reflected in the moat, was begun 

during the Wars of the Roses, and 

combines history, romance and 

nature in one irresistible location.  

And of course, there’s the 

Sandringham Estate. Set in 24 

acres of parkland, it’s open to the 

public free of charge all year 

round, with a packed calendar of 

events from food festivals to the 

legendary Flower Show in July.

WILDERNESS 

Norfolk: where land gives way quietly to 

the sea and where you can still find 

yourself in acres of untamed wilderness 

under the largest of skies.

A network of way-marked trails and walks 

between makes the area some of the finest 

walking country anywhere, taking in 

clifftops and salt marshes, villages and 

market towns, rolling countryside and 

stunning nature reserves. 

The Norfolk Coast Path, part of the 

England Coast Path and currently some 63 

miles, loops and trails from Hunstanton in 

the west of the county to Sea Palling in the 

east through an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. The walk is mostly along level paths 

along varied terrain, but be prepared, the 

landscape is rolling in places and positively 

hilly once you reach Sheringham. Norfolk is 

not as flat as it’s painted.

In the south of the county, the 36-mile 

Boudicca’s Way takes you through unspoilt 

villages and countryside from the market 

town of Diss to Norwich, while further west, 

Peddars Way leads you through the south of 

the county and the hauntingly beautiful 

Brecks all the way to the North Norfolk 

NORWICH

Two fine cathedrals, a castle atop a hill, a church 

on every corner, a warren of medieval lanes lined 

with independent shops and cafés, a top shopping 

destination, home to the country’s only 

permanent six-day market, museums, theatres 

and galleries galore, including the world-

renowned Sainsbury Centre, and a UNESCO City 

of Literature, so far, so Norwich. 

Norfolk’s county capital is a successful blend of 

past and present – you only have to look at the 

church of St Peter Mancroft reflected in the glass 

frontage of The Forum to see just how well this 

works. The medieval heart of the city, once 

encircled by the city walls (remains are still 

standing today), is little changed in terms of its 

wayward layout, a huddle of shops and cafés. The 

most recent addition to the city’s shopping offer is 

Chapelfield, a vast, modern, shopping destination 

that draws visitors from near and far.

Whether it’s arts, culture, heritage or shopping, 

this is a city that keeps on giving, and keeps on 

moving. Take your pick, or do a bit of everything.  

FOOD & DRINK

Norfolk food and drink is a year-round celebration 

of the county’s food  producers, its outstanding 

restaurants, and the lively café scene in market 

towns, along the coast, and in the city of Norwich. 

Looking out on all the broad acres of the Norfolk 

countryside, peering over ancient hedgerows, it’s 

easy to forget that this is a landscape hard at work 

growing some of the finest produce in the country. 

From farm to salt marsh, from pick-your-own 

strawberry fields to the ripple of winter wheat, 

there are opportunities aplenty to shop, cook, or 

dine out on food that has travelled little more than 

a field or two away.

Restaurants, pubs, inns and cafés are also 

serving up local seasonal food from morning to 

night, from traditional family suppers to bold and 

new ways to serve up familiar native produce. 

Many will be pleased to introduce you to the ales 

and beers of Norfolk’s growing number of 

micro-breweries - and even a local wine. 

This is a county that keeps a pretty good table, 

so don’t hesitate to take your place at the feast – all 

are welcome.

Great British Holidays and 

Breaks makes it easy for new 

customers to find you.

Readers can search by 

geographic region, or by what 

interests them – from bustling 

city breaks to the tranquillity of 

the countryside to exploring our 

unique heritage.

You can align your brand 

around content relevant to your 

business, to reach more of your 

target audience.
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WINCHESTER

An excellent way to 

become acquainted with 

England’s original capital 

city, the tour guides can 

show you Winchester’s 

hidden secrets with a 

passion to bring the city to 

life. Whether you opt for a 

general public tour (lasting 

90 minutes and costing 

£5pp) or choose one of the 

themed walks (call 01962 

840500 for up to date 

schedule), you will come 

away with a far greater 

depth of knowledge of the 

city’s fascinating tales. Find 

out more at  

visitwinchester.co.uk

PORTSMOUTH 

You can’t come to Hampshire and not schedule in a trip to see 

three of the greatest historic war ships of our time at Portsmouth 

Historic Dockyard. Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson’s flagship HMS 

Victory, which served at the Battle of Trafalgar, is one of the UK’s 

most loved visitor attractions. While the brand new Mary Rose 

exhibition finally allows you to breathe in the same air as Henry 

VIII’s true love. The purpose-built award-winning museum 

reunites her with many of her artefacts and crew, capturing the 

moment in time when she sank more than 470 years ago. Also, 

don’t miss HMS Warrior, the fastest, largest and most powerful 

warship in the world when she was launched in 1860. Tickets 

cost £30.40 for all three attractions and more including harbour 

cruises and five other museums on site. 

5 THINGS TO 

DO IN

Hampshire 

ON THE WATER 

With the Solent and Southampton 

Water sweeping the bottom of the 

county, heading out for a day on the 

water is a Hampshire must! Whether 

you’re into exhilarating rib rides 

from Southampton’s Ocean Village, 

or are looking for a gentle sail and a 

spot of marina hopping,  

there are lots of places to explore 

from the water’s edge. From stand 

up paddleboarding to kitesurfing 

and windsurfing, the Hampshire 

coastline offers it all for those 

looking to spend a day by the  

big blue.

SOUTH DOWNS WAY 

One of the UK’s newest National Parks, the South Downs winds its 

way across the Hampshire and Sussex borders, bringing a rich 

tapestry of wildlife, landscapes, tranquility and visitor attractions. 

From rolling hills to bustling market towns, the South Downs offers 

outstanding views to be enjoyed either on foot, or on two wheels, 

with plenty of walking and cycling tracks to discover. Find out more 

and plan your visit at southdowns.gov.uk

GONE FISHING

Regarded as the birthplace of fly fishing and renowned for its gin 

clear waters, the chalk streams of the River Test are some of the best 

places for fishing in the whole of the UK. With the bustling town of 

Stockbridge offering foodie delights and a restful night’s sleep, 

discover the beautiful thatched villages as you meander along the 

tributaries hoping to catch one of Hampshire’s finest delicacies, the 

chalk stream brown trout. There are many companies offering trips 

and days out. Head to fishingbreaks.co.uk find the top spots.

HAMPSHIRE

k
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You can’t visit Dorset without exploring 

Thomas Hardy’s Wessex, a place he 

described as a ‘partly real, partly dream 

country’. Visit the evocative cob and 

thatch cottage at Lower Bockhampton 

where Hardy grew up. 

Then visit Max Gate, in nearby  

Dorchester, the house Hardy designed 

and lived in with his wife from 1885 until 

his death in 1928. Both are open to the 

public and hold Hardy themed events 

throughout the year. 

Dorset County Museum, also in 

Dorchester, holds an impressive collection 

of Hardy memorabilia 

(dorsetcountymuseum.org) in the Writers’ 

Dorset gallery where you will also find 

details of other famous literary figures 

inspired by the county. 

If you want to discover some of  

the locations featured in his novels  

then step out on The Hardy Way, a  

220 mile way marked trail running 

through the beautiful Dorset and 

Wiltshire countryside on footpath,  

track and bridleway.

Dorset has been a dramatic backdrop for many 

television series and films. It provided stunning 

locations for both the 1967 and 2015 versions of Far 

From The Madding Crowd. Thomas Vinterberg’s 

2015 adaptation included Sherborne Abbey Close, 

which was transformed into the 1870s market 

square in Casterbridge, and Mapperton House, a 

Jacobean manor near Beaminster, which became 

Bathsheba’s farm. 

The rippling golden cliffs of West Bay, near 

Bridport, played a starring role in the award-

winning ITV drama Broadchurch. 

While just along the coast Jane Austen, who 

visited Lyme Regis in the early 1800s, partly set her 

novel Persuasion in the town, with the famous 

scene of Louisa Musgrove falling off the steps on 

the Cobb. 

The Cobb also played a key role in a 1980 film 

adaptation of The French Lieutenant’s Woman, by 

local author John Fowles, with Meryl Streep playing 

a mysterious cloaked figure looking out to sea from 

the rain lashed harbour wall.  

3
COOL THINGS ABOUT

Dorset

FESTIVALFEVER

Here are three of our favourite 

Dorset festivals.

Bournemouth Air Festival: 

Award-winning free four-day 

event in August featuring top 

notch aerial displays and 

entertainment on beach, land and 

water. bournemouthair.co.uk

Dorset Seafood Festival: Multi 

award-winning free weekend 

festival in July at Weymouth 

Harbour featuring local seafood, 

chefs and tastings. 

dorsetseafood.co.uk

Camp Bestival: Multi award-

winning family festival in July held 

in the grounds of Lulworth Castle, 

a magical castle by the sea. 

campbestival.net

The year 2017 is the 75th anniversary of the 

Famous Five. Their creator Enid Blyton 

often stayed in Purbeck, which features as 

the backdrop for many of their thrilling 

adventures. 

The mysterious Kirrin Castle is thought to 

have been inspired by the dramatic ruins 

of Corfe Castle.

Get into the spirit of a bygone age by 

taking the Swanage Steam railway from 

Norden and chuffing past Corfe Castle 

arriving at Swanage and its blue flag 

beach.

The Famous Five’s Whispering Island is 

Brownsea – a gloriously unspoilt island in 

the middle of the sparkling turquoise 

waters of Poole Harbour. 

Now run jointly by the National Trust and 

Dorset Wildlife Trust, the first Scout camp 

was held here by Baden Powell in 1907. 

Catch the boat to the island from Poole 

Quay and Sandbanks.

Adventures with the 

Famous Five

In the footsteps of Thomas Hardy 

Lights, camera, action! 

DORSET
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A year in 
Cornwall

Think Cornwall – think beaches, 

beaches, beaches – but it’s also got 

a full to bursting calendar of events 

from foodie fiestas to celebrations 

of the arts, literature and cinema, 

beer and cider festivals and a 

cornucopia of carnivals celebrating 

all that is good about life outside in 

Cornwall. Here’s our lightening fast 

pick of 2017 in the county.

JANUARY

See in the New Year in the only way 

possible in Cornwall – with a 

traditional New Year dip in the 

cold, cold ocean. There are a few 

places to choose from to test out 

your reserve – Newquay, Looe and 

Cawsand to name a few – and 

many are organised with 

sponsorship to raise money for 

charity. A worthwhile New Year 

resolution indeed! Bring a flask of 

hot chocolate and your winter 

wetsuit – or brave it in your bikini. 

Once you’ve had a New Year swim, 

you will never go back!

FEBRUARY

The Eden Project hosts the World 

Pasty Championships which 

celebrate this simple but much 

loved proper Cornish repast with 

traditional Cornish pasty recipes, 

as well as some more unusual 

varieties from all corners of the 

globe.

MARCH 

This month we celebrate the 

coming of spring in Falmouth 

when they paint the town yellow 

and mark St Piran’s Day celebrating 

the famous giant who was thrown 

out of Ireland and helped the 

Cornish discover tin. He gets his 

day every year as the patron saint 

of Cornwall is celebrated in fine 

style in the capital of Cornish 

mining.

APRIL 

We’re  making mention of 

Cornwall’s famous inventor Richard 

Trevithick. In Camborne there is 

free street entertainment 

celebrating the inventor of the 

steam engine. The day includes 

displays and parades of vintage 

vehicles, street fairs and fairground 

rides. 

MAY 

This is the month to get literary as 

the stunning harbour town of 

Fowey celebrates the life and 

words of its famous writer Daphne 

du Maurier with the Fowey Festival 

of Words and Music. The Festival is 

inspired by the famed author who 

spent a large part of her life in and 

around Fowey, where she took 

inspiration from her surroundings 

and created a rich literary legacy of 

titles set in the Cornish landscape.

The festival features an array of 

arts, performance and literature, 

book readings and debates. 

JUNE 

Penzance plays host to another 

giant festival with the Golowan 

Festival and Mazey Day, which 

marks mid-summer in true Cornish 

fashion. There's a vibrant parade, 

family activities and events and 

entertainments.

There’s also the Charles Causley 

Festival, which celebrates the life 

and work of Launceston’s most 

prized writer Charles Causley, and 

promotes the best of literature and 

arts from across the region – 

including the country’s top poets. 

JULY 

The Rock Oyster Festival is one of 

the leading artisan food festivals in 

Cornwall and takes place at the 

stunning venue of 17th century 

Dinham House near Wadebridge. 

Alongside plenty of foodie 

activities and the best in Cornish 

produce there are entertainments 

for young and old. 

AUGUST 

We’re on the water – of course – for 

Fistral Beach’s annual 

Boardmasters Festival where you 

can surf, skate, see evening gigs 

and surf art installations at Fistral 

Beach and the nearby Watergate 

Bay. There’s also a carnival in Bude, 

the famously hip Port Eliot Festival 

house in a medieval monastery 

and the fabulously refined Fowey 

Royal Regatta.

SEPTEMBER 

Food is the flavour of this month 

with the annual Great Cornish Food 

Festival hosted in Truro’s Lemon 

Quay. Cornwall’s array of top chefs 

are on the stage to show off their 

culinary skills, and there is ample 

opportunity to buy and try some of 

the many, many food stuffs and 

drinks created by the clever people 

of Cornwall’s bustling food 

industry. There’s also arts in St Ives 

in its famous two-week September 

Festival and we must just squeeze 

in a mention of the World 

Bellyboarding Championships in St 

Agnes and the Looe Music Festival 

OCTOBER 

It gets a bit stormy in this part  

of the world but happily we have 

gorgeous foodstuffs to cheer us 

up as we gaze out on a stormy 

Atlantic. Cornwall’s festival capital 

of Falmouth holds its annual 

celebration of the end of the 

oyster season with a mass of 

seafood, beer and live music for 

 its annual Oyster Festival and 

there is the Boscastle Food and 

Drink festival.

NOVEMBER 

Head to Cornwall’s small but 

perfectly formed capital city for 

the annual City of Lights festival. A 

parade of intricate paper lanterns 

created by artists and 

schoolchildren will have your jaw 

gaping and your camera phone 

running out of storage 

DECEMBER 

This month it has to be Mousehole 

for a harbour filled with lights – 

and New Year’s Eve dressed to the 

nines (or in your favourite fancy 

dress costume) at St Ives for the 

unofficial welcoming in of the year.

A huge 
50,000
copies of
Great British 
Holidays and 
Breaks
will be distributed with our county 

lifestyle magazines via national retailers, 

reaching over 273,000 potential 

customers, many with the highest 

levels of disposable income.

Magazine advertising is powerful 

and persuasive:

Increasing your web traffic.

Magazines are the most 

powerful medium in driving 

people to your website. 

Strongest engagement levels.

Magazines are consistently 

identified as the medium most 

likely to hold our full attention.

Exceptional return 

on investment.

Magazines deliver an average 

£1.79 for every £1 spent 

– the highest of any media.

Source: PPA



Source: Omniture Feb-April 2017

Multi–platform advertising - 

working harder 

for your business

Great British Holidays and 

Breaks is also available in digital 

form, reaching over 735,000 

average monthly unique visitors 

who enjoy their content on the go*.

The guide is available for free via all 

county lifestyle magazine websites.

Your message in print, online and 

on mobile - reaching more people, 

in more places, more often – 

constantly reinforcing your brand. 



98

Scotland

THE NORTH COAST 500 
Billed as ‘Scotland’s answer to Route 66’, the route covers 500 miles of the coast of the northern Highlands, with stunning beaches, idyllic coastline views and delicious food & drink stops (such as Cocoa Mountain in Durness - yum).  So make like Thelma & Louise (without the ending, obviously….) and get your best pals together for the ultimate Scottish road trip.

TRY WHISKY  
AND HAGGIS  
Scotland is home to some of 
the best food & drink.  From 
haggis (such as Macsween 
haggis made in Edinburgh) 
to whisky (at distilleries 
across the country, including 
those on the Malt Whisky 
Trail through Speyside).  
Scotland also has some of 
the tastiest fish and chips in 
the UK.  Frankie’s Fish and 
Chips in Shetland was 
named the best in the UK in 
the National Fish and Chip 
Awards in 2015 (it is also the 
most northerly fish and chip 
café and takeaway).

10
THINGS TO DO IN

SCOTLAND

Travellers don’t need to go east for 
meditation.  Scotland is home to 
Samye Ling, a Tibetan Buddhist 
monastery which runs courses in 

mindfulness meditation, set within 
the remote valley by the river Esk, it 
was the first Tibetan Buddhist Centre 
to have been established in the West.

VISIT A HAUNTED CASTLE  Scotland is the home of myths, legends and spooky stories and what could be more hair-raising than visiting a rumoured haunted castle to see if the stories are true?  Glamis Castle is rumoured to be one of the haunted castles in Scotland with stories of a ‘white lady’ roaming the corridors.

SCOTLAND

VISIT A BUDDHIST RETREAT 
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It sounds like something out of Indiana Jones, but it’s true.  Loganair operates flights from Glasgow and Benbecula to Barra. Traigh Mhor, a two mile cockle shell strand, serves as the island’s runway, and as such, flights work to a flexible timetable as the runway disappears twice a day under the incoming tide

SEE THE NORTHERN LIGHTS 
Lying on the same latitude as Stavenger in Norway and Nunivak Island in Alaska means visitors are very likely to see the Northern Lights (also called the Aurora Borealis) and feel very small (but equally awe-struck).  Some of the best places in Scotland to see them include Wick in Caithness and Galloway Forest Park, the only Dark Sky Park in Scotland during the autumn and winter months on clear nights.

BAG A MUNRO 
Scotland has 282 Munros (mountains which measure more than 3,000ft). It is not clear when these mountains became known as Munros, but the popularisation of 'Munro-bagging seems to have started with the publication of a book by Hamish Brown, Hamish’s Mountain Walk , in 1974. It documented his four month self-propelled journey (apart from some ferry crossings) round all the Munros.

SET JET 

In a June 2015 online poll by USA Today, Scotland was voted the world’s Best Cinematic Destination. Films from all around the world have been shot in Scotland. Its rich array of film 

locations include ancient mountain ranges, mysterious stone circles, lush green glens, deep lochs, castles, stately homes, and vibrant cities complete with festivals, bustling streets and colourful night life. Explore locations such as 

Aberdeenshire (location for Local Hero), Rosslyn Chapel, Midlothian (used in The Da Vinci Code) and the Glenfinnan Viaduct (used in the Harry Potter films) and see how Scotland has been the perfect host to the Hollywood A-List.

VISIT THE HOME OF GOLF
With a legacy that spans six centuries, there is no finer place to play a round of golf than the country that gave the 

game to the world. With more than 550 

fantastic courses to play, including links courses, parkland courses, heathland courses and everything else in between, golf fans are spoiled for choice

SPEND THE NEW YEAR 
WITH VIKINGS 
The Up Helly Aa Festival takes place in Lerwick, Shetland, on the last Tuesday in January every year. Up Helly Aa day involves a series of 

marches and visitations, culminating in a torch-lit procession and the burning of a galley.  Up Helly Aa is a tradition that originated in the 1880s. Since then the festival has been an annual occurrence in the Shetland calendar. Up Helly Aa is many things to many people. Throughout the day there are experiences a plenty to be had by all from the celebration of Shetland’s history; the sight of the 

Guizer Jarl, his Jarl Squad (who are the Vikings for the day) marching through the town followed by his galley to the evening party in the halls.

SCOTLAND

LAND ON A BEACH 
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A car, a map and a desire to find out where the road leads is all that’s needed for a journey into the mythical landscapes, the rich culture and the most authentic experiences of Ireland. The map should be 
of the Causeway Coastal Route of course...........

 ROAD TRIP 
heaven

B
ringing something inviting and 
new at every turn of the wheel, the 
Causeway Coastal Route runs from 
Belfast to Derry~Londonderry, 
wonderful bookends to the 
world-renowned attractions like the Giants Causeway, the Old Bushmills Distillery and Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge that lie on the road between.

Think ‘easy to navigate route’ and a comfortable, relaxed pace – bike, bus and train included – and it’s the perfect recipe for a do as you like indulgence along a long and winding road.
The Antrim coast is about exploring and doing whatever takes your fancy. With an array of scenic drives looping off the main route and as much history, architecture, natural wonder and local culture as you want to take in, the Causeway Coastal Route can be as long as you want it to be.By day, follow in the footsteps of saints, giants, warriors and poets through the beautiful Glens of Antrim and along the coastline, where man first settled on the island of Ireland.

Then at night duck in to the luxurious city  view apartments, secluded B&Bs, hotels, farmhouses, country houses, mountain cottages, beach houses and camping pods that can all be 

found along the way.
The road runs over 

bridges and under 
arches, past secluded 
bays and beaches, 
crazy rock formations, 
hills and valleys, 
dramatic scenery and 
historic sites steeped in 
myth and legend.

A key stopping point for most is 
the Giant’s Causeway, the iconic UNESCO World Heritage Site, recognised globally as a geological wonder.

Its highly unusual polygonal basalt columns were formed from a volcanic eruption 60 million years ago – ‘apparently’. Chat to the locals and get the ‘real’ story… which is that celebrated giant Finn McCool built the Causeway as stepping stones for a walk across the seas to Scotland.
A Causeway Coastal Route journey is not to be hurried. Walking, cycling, surfing, pleasure boating to explore new places, sampling the local food and wine, checking out the local festivals and events – the choice is huge.

If there’s time, take the ferry over to a tiny unspoilt island sitting just off the town of 

Ballycastle. Rathlin Island, 
population just over 100,  
is an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, alive  
with rugged scenery,  

seabird colonies, history, 
amazing walks and total 

peace and quiet.
Or stop at the foot of Glenarm, 

where Glenarm Castle, one of 
Ireland’s oldest estates reveals splendid walled gardens and vivid blooms. Then take a turn inland to Slemish Mountain, where it is said Saint Patrick tended livestock.

Ask any Antrim local for directions to the Dark Hedges – one of the many Game of Thrones film locations in the area. This spectacular tunnel of beech trees has been growing over the past 300 years and is one of the most photographed sites in Northern Ireland.
Quirky seaside towns and villages may also grab your muse, or a whisky museum or art galleries… just be ready for the unexpected.

Wild coastal roads bordered by majestic cliffs, mile upon mile of golden sand, surf and solitude, and the scenery of the nine Glens of Antrim, this is one of the most heavenly road trips anywhere.

DID YOU 
KNOW? Another great place for cycling and walking  is County Fermanagh. There are routes of varying lengths and difficulties through stunning lakeland scenery.  Perhaps the  most well known is the 230-mile  cross-border Kingfisher Trail, or follow  a history or garden trail too.
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Take advantage of cost effective 

advertising opportunities in 

Great British Holidays and Breaks 2018:

Full page £995 

Half page £550 

Quarter page £300

Accommodation listing ads: 

Eighth page £155 

Sixteenth page £85

Investment includes an advert in both 

the print and digital edition of the 

magazine, and a click though link to 

your website.

Sponsorship: 

Stand out from your competition with 

our unique sponsorship opportunity 

with prime position advertising:  

£1500 per region

All prices exclude VAT



Booking deadline: Friday, 10th November

Copy deadline: Friday, 17th November

2018
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