
CARE HOME FEES PLANNING 
 

 
• Currently, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men go into care. 

 
• With our ageing population, this figure could rise to as many as 1 in 2 of us in 

the near future (source: Help the Aged). 
 

• Average care home fees cost somewhere between £20,000 and £50,000 per 
annum depending on the level of care required. The average cost of residential 
care is £32,604 per year (source: Laing and Buisson 2007 survey of fees). 

 
• Currently, to be eligible for free care funding, your assets must not be worth 

more than £14,250, and this includes the value of your home. 
 

• 70,000 people were forced to sell their homes in 2006 to pay for care costs 
(Source: The Guardian 17th November 2007). 

 
• Consumers have to be wary of the ‘deliberate deprivation of capital’ rules.  

These rules mean that gifting or signing over the family home to children 
rarely works in avoiding care home charges. 

 
You may not even be given a say in the decision.  Medical professionals generally 
have the final say, even if family members are willing to provide care.  And once that 
decision is taken, you stand to lose everything you own, including your home, right 
down to the last £14,250, to Social Services to cover the bills. 
 
The current system of funding social care penalises those people who have worked 
hard, saved up and ‘done the right thing’, whilst those who have been reckless with 
their money get their care paid for by Social Services. 
 

• Do you think this is right? 
 
• How do you feel about the prospect of seeing a lifetime’s worth of hard work 

disappear should you need care in later life? 
 

• Or would you rather take positive action to protect your assets, and make sure 
that you keep control of your assets and choose who benefits from your estate? 

 
If so, the good news is that it is possible to avoid losing everything to care home 
charges.  There are legal and legitimate steps that you can take to safeguard your 
family home and life savings. 
 
Please see our link to ‘Protecting your Assets’. 
 


