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February 2011:  Update 

Dear friends, 

 

I continue to receive encouraging word back from Africa 

that the Lord is granting fruit from the visit to Zimbabwe 

in November 2010 and the distribution of Bibles and 

literature. I have some additional photos, and the one on 

the right shows TBS reference Bibles and Shona Union 

(1949 edition) awaiting distribution to ministers in 

Zvishavane by the local host and FGEA representative 

(Pastor T Veremu). 

 

 

When FGEA was first formed, I calculated that about 10000 Bibles and books in total were being requested for 

distribution. By God’s grace that number has been met (if we include those books or Bibles in the process of being 

shipped or printed). The Lord has done far exceeding above one’s expectations (Ephesians 3. 20), for which we would 

be truly thankful. We pray that the word may be blessed abundantly by the Holy Spirit to the glory of God, the 

edification of the churches, the encouragement of believers and the saving of souls. However, if I were to do an 

estimate today of what is now needed given the current openings the Lord has given, it would probably be another 

20000 Bibles and books ! We seek grace of God not to be dismayed at the enormity of the challenge, our unworthiness 

nor our present resources, but to look to our Saviour Jesus Christ who has called us to the work and who said: “All 

power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore....” 

 

In the following paragraphs I would wish to give you a summary of the work of the Association since the 1 

November, except for the details of the visit to Zimbabwe covered in the visit report that I have already issued.  

 

“Brethren, prayer for us.” (1 Thessalonians 5. 25) And as you will read, especially of the events in Congo, the brethren 

there have much need of prayer. 

 

 

Bible Distribution 

 

Bible distribution continues with the stock held by the FGEA co-ordinators and representatives in Africa and India. 

This stock needs continual replenishing as it is greatly sought after. There is often a long time-lag between dispatching 

Bibles from UK until they arrive in Africa. 
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Again I record with great appreciation a further grant of 

3000 AV English Bibles paid for by the Bible Spreading 

Union for churches in the Karoi area of Northern 

Zimbabwe. These were sent out in November, and about 

1660 copies have already arrived and been distributed. 

Chippenham Bible Aid Fund has also granted 150 TBS 

Ndebele New Testaments for distribution in the 

Bulawayo area of Zimbabwe. Such grants are a very 

substantial help to the work of the Association. 

 

During the period November to January, FGEA funds 

have been used to make the following purchases of 

Bibles. Those in local languages were purchased locally 

via international bank transfer on the basis of a written 

quotation, and then collected by FGEA representatives. 

In total 768 Bibles have been purchased. These are as 

follows 

 

76 Telugu Bibles - India  

30 Tsonga Bibles - Mozambique 

127 Kiswahili Bibles - Congo 

390 Bibles (various languages) - Zambia 

145 AV English Bibles - Africa, various countries 

 

Since 1 February an order for a further 150 Telugu Bibles 

and 290 Telugu New Testaments has been placed for 

India. An order of 100 AV English Bibles has also been 

requested from TBS for Zimbabwe. 

 

 

Literature Distribution 

 

In the last quarter, the literature distribution of the books printed in Zimbabwe in October has taken place. In this 

quarter, orders have been placed for 1000 copies of “Jesus, the Way” (Shona translation) to be printed in Zimbabwe. 

Their printing is eagerly and prayerfully awaited. As mentioned below, a further printing of 2000 Telugu books was 

instructed in early February. 

 

In addition to this a further 26 books and 1593 

booklets have been purchased and shipped to Africa, 

along with 47 kg of second hand books and 

magazines (donated to FGEA). Some of this has 

been through arrangements agreed with Dr P 

Skelton (Gospel Standard Trust Publications) who 

has kindly agreed to send out a small number of 

parcels by commercial bulk postal rates (charged to 

FGEA). God willing, it is planned to send out to 

Africa another shipment of donated second hand 

magazines, booklets and books in March. 

 

I am also very grateful to the Gospel Standard Trust 

for granting 1000 booklets (Gadsby’s Catechism 

and Reformers Series) for Zambia. These have just 

arrived, and it is hoped to distribute this during my 

visit to Zambia in May (DV). 
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The photo on the previous page shows Pastor Musaka (FGEA Zambia - left) last year giving out a copy of Gadsby’s 

Catechism. He wrote to me recently; “I have come to realise that the need for Bibles both English and local languages 

cannot be counted in number. What I may mention is just the estimate for a particular area and time frame. Even that, 

it does not meet every need in that particular locality. You would pass through the same route you did before and still 

find a number bigger than the previous one. This has been as a result new people knowing about our Association 

which is holding conferences and seminars in conjunction with Bible/book distribution.” 

 

Translation Work 

 

Pastor Msindo (FGEA Co-ordinator in Zimbabwe) has now completed the translation of  “Jesus the Way” into Shona. 

At the end of January payment was instructed to Baptist Publishing House in Bulawayo to print 1000 copies. The first 

stage has begun to format the e-copy into a form suitable for printing.  

 

In Malawi, work is on-going to type up translations into Chichewa of “Jesus the Way” and “Love of God”. God 

willing, it is hoped that “Love of God” can be put to printers in March. Funds have been set aside specifically for 1000 

copies for this purpose, although additional funds will probably be needed. This will be judged once printers’ 

quotations are received. Chichewa is spoken also in Zambia and Mozambique, and it is our desire to be able to use the 

books in these countries as well. 

 

Pastor Sudhakar has requested to print “Mystery, Babylon the Great” in Telugu for distribution in India in 2011. At 

present FGEA has insufficient funds to proceed, but we wait on the Lord in providing that which is needed. 

 

 

Orphanage and Literature Distribution 

in India 

 

I am thankful to record that grants for the 

needs of the orphans at Providence 

Orphan Childrens Home in Ponnur 

(Andhra Pradesh, India) have been 

possible each month, with additional 

amounts added to these for Christmas. 

The photo shown here was received in 

January from Pastor Sudhakar (FGEA 

co-ordinator in India), and show the 

orphans and other helpers outside the 

main orphanage building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God willing, I am due to travel to India at the end of 

2010. The air-flights are now booked. There are large 

needs for books and Bibles in Telugu, as the stock of 

Bibles, “Jesus the Way” and “Love of God” are now 

almost exhausted. The requested needs for 2011, 

including the visit in December (DV) are 9000 books 

plus Bibles and New Testaments. Present funds have 

allowed me to place an order with the local printer in 

Ponnur for 2000 books (1000 of each title), 150 Bibles 

and 290 New Testaments. 
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FGEA associations in Africa 

 

Interest in FGEA in Zambia and Zimbabwe is expanding rapidly, as is membership. It has been an encouragement to 

see a resolution and consensus from local brethren that FGEA(Zimbabwe) and FGEA(Zambia) should be further 

organised, and that members should be paying a subscription (~£3) and taking collections to help fund the local costs 

of the work. In Zambia this is well developed, such that Pastor Musaka (Zambian Co-ordinator) and myself are at the 

final stages of implementing a detailed set of Bye-Laws to govern FGEA(Zambia). This sets up a local structure of 

different zones in the country, with an FGEA committee to further the work of distribution in each zone. We hope that 

much of the work done to date can be largely applied in Zimbabwe.  

 

The photo (left) was taken at the inaugural 

meeting of the Central Zone of 

FGEA(Zambia) based in Kabwe. 

God willing, I am due to travel to Zambia on 

2 May and preach/teach at several FGEA 

conferences to be arranged at Lusaka, Kabwe 

and Kitwe. The Zambian brethren are in the 

process of making arrangements. These 

meetings are planned to be similar in nature 

and subject to those held in Zimbabwe in 

November. 

As mentioned in the last update, we are seeking to register FGEA in Eastern Congo. Some progress has been made in 

translating the FGEA UK constitution into French, but the Bye-Laws remain to be translated. Once this is done, the 

documents can be assembled for local registration. This will then allow a bank account to be opened and provide a 

route for some assistance to be applied to help especially those who are sick in the rural areas, where there are no 

medical facilities or even medicines. God willing we hope to be able to register formally in the next couple of months.  

So as to give some indication of the conditions in Eastern Congo, Pastor Fred Wakula (FGEA Co-ordinator), e-mailed 

me as follows after he made a tour over the New Year of some of his rural and provincial churches that lie outside the 

relative safety of the city of Bukavu (where he lives on the border with Rwanda). 

“I am glad to acknowledge the love and protection of our Glorious and faithful Lord Jesus Christ for all the last 

year of 2010, ... as I was in the Churches visitation from 19th December up to 6th January 2011. .... At M. 

village together with some Pastors that we met there, we were able to open another small Church with number 

of few people and the house of a widow woman. The Lord's protection hand  [was] with me, for on January 1st , 

while in F. Territory at 5pm, a soldier killed a young man by shooting him, and after shooting him then the 

population also raised and killed that soldier also, so this makes all the soldiers to raise and started beating 

people and piercing people with swords, violating women and taking the people’s belongings. As for me where I 

was sleeping we run in the night and the Lord protected us, and on Monday the Lord helped me to move out of 

F. , but at F. until now the situation still very bad the people have[fled] from out of their homes, and even some 

of my Church members were pierced with sword. ... Please, keep praying for them, for now most of the people 

are out their homes.”  [Note: The names of places have been removed.] 

This account is shocking and moving. It is my prayer that the Lord would appear in this troubled and dark part of the 

world. How there is the need of the light of the gospel to shine ! 

Conclusion 

 

Over the last three months we have further proof of the Lord’s faithfulness to provide and to bless the word. However, 

there is much to pray over, and in all things we must look to the Lord who is gracious and faithful to supply all our 

need. 

Once again, it is our earnest prayer that the Lord would be pleased to bless many souls with the light of the Gospel, 

and that the poor of Christ’s flock in other lands may be encouraged and built up in the most holy faith. 


