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Dear Friends,  

 
I am thankful for the Lord’s preservation through what has been at times a difficult and very challenging visit. We 
proved the scripture; “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” (1 
Corinthians 16 v 9) Given the sheer numbers of Bibles and literature distributed, it is not surprising that Satan, the 
adversary of God’s people, would seek to do his worst to disrupt this mission. I was touched by the prayers and 
concern of the brethren prior to the visit, and I believe those prayers have been answered. 
 
Just as I was preparing to leave the UK for Congo and Pastor Duwen Musaka (FGEA Regional Director) was about to 
leave Zambia to meet me at Lubumbashi in Congo, we were presented with trouble. Only hours before I left for 
Heathrow airport my return flight was changed so as to cause great inconvenience; thankfully in answer to prayer I 
was able to get my flights changed back whilst I was at Heathrow airport. It was claimed that the airline’s call centre 
had made an error, but “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Ephesians 6 v 12) In the meantime 
in Zambia, Pastor Musaka discovered that there was a challenge and delay with some of the printing of the French 
literature intended for Congo. This meant that he had to travel a day later, thus he was not able to meet me at the 
airport, and he could only bring limited titles and quantities of literature in French. Nevertheless, the Lord appeared 
for us, because our host in Lubumbashi (Pastor Jean Monga) still had some remaining French literature in stock, 
thereby supplying the needs for the meetings of this visit, until the printing in Zambia can be completed and the books 
transported to Congo.  
 
I left home on 25 April and flew first to Addis Ababa, then changing flights to Lubumbashi in Katanga province of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), arriving lunchtime on 26 April. On arrival I was very thankful to be met in 
the baggage hall by Pastor Monga, who with three other brethren (two were dressed very prominently with “dog-

collars” to indicate they were pastors) had managed to gain entry inside 
the airport. They ensured that I was escorted safely past all the checks 
and kept from the unwanted attention of numerous porters. Knowing 
how difficult Lubumbashi airport can be, the presence of the brethren 
was a marked answer to prayer. Indeed, all through my visit the 
Congolese brethren looked after me very well. Although security was 
very tight in Lubumbashi with heavily armed police check-points, I was 
always shown respect and passed unhindered. 
 
After checking into my hotel in central Lubumbashi (Hôtel Belle Vue), 
where I must stay for security reasons, we then went to the hosting 
church “Eglise Evangélique de Rose de Saron” in the very poor 
Bongonga quarter of the city. The conference began in the afternoon of 
26 April, and the main theme was upon Revelation 17 v 3-5. A Pastor 
from a sister church from Zambia was also invited, along with pastors 
from Kasumbalesa on the border with Zambia. They arrived with Pastor 
Musaka in the evening. I also spoke at the conference on the 27 and 28 
April, seeking to set forth the glory of Christ and the scriptures, but 
warning against the spiritual Babylon and all that would oppose 
godliness. 
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I was greatly encouraged to see that my host 
(Pastor Monga) was still using the David 
Martin French Bible (a faithful version dating 
from the 18

th
 century) that I gave him 2 years 

ago – he said that it was a very good 
translation of the Bible. However, as 
opportunity arose to speak again on the subject 
of the purity of God’s Word, others became 
much clearer on the problem of corruption of 
modern versions. Whilst making a comparison 
between the commonly used Segond version in 
French with that of David Martin, I took verses 
that showed that the Segond version 
systematically undermined the messianic 
prophecies of the Old Testament, omitted the 
Trinity and had many other corruptions (e.g. 
the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11 is alarmingly 
shorter than it ought to be !). After only a 
couple of these examples (e.g. Isaiah 7 v 14 

where Segond states that Christ would be born of a “young girl” not a virgin), 
my interpreter (see photo on right) stopped and said to me, “I don’t want this 
one anymore,” (pointing to his Segond version) “can I have that one ?” 
(pointing to my David Martin Bible). That evening he phoned me at the hotel 
to ask again if he could have a David Martin Bible. Because of the high cost, I 
could only bring 3 David Martin Bibles and 20 New Testaments with me, but 
my interpreter had his request granted. The other copies were given to Senior 
Pastors and church leaders. We also had a few KJV Bibles for those who were 
learning or could speak English, including my interpreter and Pastor Monga. 
 
At the end of meeting on the 28

th
 April, we distributed a large quantity of 

French literature including the new Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS) edition of 
Matthew’s Gospel, requesting for the local pastors to provide comments that 
can be passed back to TBS. There were over 100 people present at the 
meetings (and it is planned to give more books to others as well). The meeting 
and visit helped to further cement ties with brethren in Lubumbashi, although 
we must wait until our request for registration nationally throughout Dem Rep 
Congo is completed, before setting up any FGEA organisation in Lubumbashi. 

 
Early Friday morning, 29 April, Pastor Musaka and I left by taxi for the 
Zambian border at Kasumbalesa. This is a formidable place for a western 
visitor to travel through, so with much prayer we set off. On arrival we 
made our way to a very crowded hall in the immigration office building. In 
the providence of God a “porter” helped us through and gained the 
attention of the officials. Learning that we were ministers of the Gospel 
and after being given a French Matthew’s Gospel, the porter did not ask 
for any money but just left us safely on the Zambian side. Furthermore, we 
met with a Congolese border official who spoke very good English and 
showed great kindness, and he wanted to have his photo taken with us 
holding a French Matthew’s Gospel; he has kept in contact subsequently as 
he is requesting French literature and scriptures for distribution in 
Kasumbalesa. He even phoned me up in Zambia inviting me to preach in 
Kasumbalesa, but I had to decline because I was not returning via Congo, 
but rather was making my way through Zambia to Lusaka. The Lord was 
very gracious to give us such assistance and further contacts at the border. 

He has since emailed me photos of the distribution of French TBS Gospels we gave him at Kasumbalesa – one of 
these photos is included at the end of this report. He is now in contact with Pastors Musaka and Monga. 
 
On the Zambian side we were met by FGEA(Zambia) brethren from Kitwe, who had driven a long distance to meet 
us. One of the brethren is a Zambian Police chaplain and the other an army chaplain. In Kitwe we had a private 
meeting with them and several other brethren, including a minister from another town by the Congo border (Mufulira). 
The two chaplains spoke of the great need and opening for the distribution of KJV English Bibles amongst the police 

From left to right: Pastor Musaka, 
Pastor Monga and the Chairman 
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and army. They earnestly requested if Bibles could be provided for distribution amongst the units that they had 
responsibility for as chaplains. 
 
On the Saturday morning we travelled to Ndola for a conference, at which about 120 were present, all of whom 
received Bibles and literature. Being a well-developed major city, this was the one place in which I could speak in 
English without an interpreter. The theme at this conference, as with the other Zambian conferences, was “Faithful to 

the Word of God” and the main subjects were “The Eternal 
Word of God”, “The Attack on the Word of God” and “A Call to 
Faithfulness.” However, I felt the vital need to be led of the 
Spirit in speaking, so there was considerable variation in what 
was spoken at each of the places we visited, and we trust it was 
suited to the cases and circumstances of those present. After the 
conference ended we were driven out of Ndola with the intention 
of taking us to Kabwe (3 hours journey), however as we left 
Ndola at about 5-30 pm the vehicle struck a large pot-hole. We 
realised that one of the tyres was torn and had to be replaced. 
This lost us about 3 hours. Then we set off again, but after about 
40 minutes the driver realised there was the smell of smoke – the 
engine had over-heated and the radiator was dry. This left us by 
the road-side in considerable trouble. With assistance from a 
local man, the brethren were able to get the car into the grounds 

of a small school and off the main highway. After a number of phone calls, they were able to find someone in Ndola 
able and prepared to drive out to rescue us. Help arrived shortly after mid-night, and we arrived in Kabwe at Pastor 
Musaka’s house at 2-45 am on the Sunday morning. Our faith was greatly tried in this, especially as I felt to have a 
very clear subject to preach from at Pastor Musaka’s church on the Lord’s Day. 
 
Despite only having a few hours to sleep, this Lord’s Day was a very special one. Pastor Norman Kalilombe was 
visiting from Zimbabwe (he is the FGEA Deputy Co-ordinator for Zimbabwe) and we both preached in the service 
held in a school classroom. Norman was particularly helped in speaking. Afterwards a number of the church leaders 
and elders said how the word had been blessed to them. I have visited Pastor Musaka’s church a number of times over 
the last 9 years and got to know a number of his members, some of whom are FGEA(Zambia) trustees. I was very 
encouraged to see the evident establishing in the truth and the growth in grace and knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. It was also a joy to spend some time with Norman and we took opportunity to discuss the work in 
Zimbabwe. Norman had been very seriously ill last year, being on the point of being declared dead by the doctors in 
the hospital; yet he shortly afterward regained consciousness and recovered; notice of his death was even published in 
Zimbabwe, but then had to be retracted ! Much prayer was answered on his behalf. His ministry savours much of 
Christ. 
 
On the Monday and Tuesday we used Kabwe as our base. Pastor Musaka’s house was filled with boxes of Bibles and 
books awaiting distribution. We are most grateful to the TBS for a grant of 2000 KJV Bibles and 4000 booklets on 
Bible versions, which was given to FGEA(Zambia) branch for free distribution. A stock of local language Bibles was 
also purchased by FGEA from the stockist in Lusaka. On the Monday we travelled out to Kapiri Mposhi about 45 
miles north of Kabwe. Here the plan was to hold a conference and distribute Bibles to about 270 people. However, we 
were overwhelmed by the numbers, as I started speaking the registration desk was still inundated with people 
registering and paying a small fee towards the costs and refreshments. Then we found that people were queuing up 
outside the building, and some were shouting out that there were Bibles being distributed, thereby gathering yet more 
people. By the end there were about 450 present, many 
sitting on the floor and others standing throughout. We had 
to leave for Kabwe at the start of the distribution, but the 
local chairman at Kapiri said as I left  “Kapiri needs a 
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thousand Bibles – there is just not enough !” That evening about 170 people remained without a Bible, and they 
refused to leave the church building until the meeting organisers promised to travel to Kabwe that night to collect 
more Bibles from Pastor Musaka and distribute them at the church at 10am the following morning. These 170 Bibles 
had to be taken from an allocation for meetings planned for later in the year, but they were released so that the 
remaining 170 people in Kapiri duly received a Bible each the following morning. 
 
On Tuesday we travelled 40 minutes towards Lusaka for a meeting at a village called Chibombo, where we were 
hosted by the FGEA(Zambia) Secretary, Pastor Hara. Both he and Pastor Musonda had tirelessly laboured at all the 
Zambian meetings in the organisation and distribution, seeking to do all things in a proper and right order. As an 
expression of appreciation, both are being given a Westminster Reference Bible from FGEA. At Chibombo, the small 
church building was packed with at least 150 people. Pastor Hara’s elder, who interpreted for me, spoke most sweetly 
in quoting scripture to encourage me before speaking. 
 
Wednesday 4

th
 May was the last day of ministry and for this we travelled 2 hours to the edge of Lusaka to a farming 

community called Ngwerere. One of Pastor 
Musaka’s elders drove us to Ngwerere, where we 
found the conference was being held in a part-
finished building (no roof, but a temporary cover 
for part of the assembly). The numbers again were 
very great, with at least 300 or more. I felt an 
especial liberty in preaching and teaching on God’s 
Word despite being towards the end of a gruelling 
schedule. At Ngwerere the local language is 
Chichewa, so that we could inform the people of 
the work that is being undertaken in Malawi 
towards a revision of the Chichewa New Testament 
through the partnership between TBS and FGEA. 
The people were very glad to hear about this 
project. Distribution of the scriptures and literature 
was again a challenge given the great numbers who 
came. There is an evident thirst and need for the 
pure Word of God. Afterwards we were again 

reminded of the challenges and opposition of Satan to this work, for Pastor Musaka’s elder on his return to Kabwe 
from Ngwerere had a serious tyre burst, but was preserved by God’s good hand. 
 
That night the brethren arranged for us to stay at a lodge and then took me to Lusaka airport mid-morning for my 
flight home. This involved flying via Harare and Addis Ababa, so that there were three flights. After such a long 
journey I was exhausted, but spiritually refreshed by the remembrance of God’s mercies. As I returned to the UK, 
Pastor Musaka informed me that from his detailed records a total of 1483 Bibles in English and local languages were 
distributed in the Zambian part of the visit, in addition to thousands of pieces of literature. We seek that the Lord 
would be pleased to graciously water the seed that has been sown. We also thank God for His preservation through the 
mission and deliverance from many dangers seen and unseen. 

 

With warm Christian regards,   Ian Sadler 


